T

he Jurassic landscape is lush and green after recent rains.
A young male Dryosaurus, separated from his herd,
wanders through the swampy undergrowth. Other planteating dinosaurs, an armoured Stegosaurus and a herd of
huge Brachiosaurus, feed on the abundant vegetation.

Winged reptiles, called pterosaurs, swoop overhead, while giant
centipedes and tiny lizards scuttle across the forest floor.

H

erds of plant-eaters trek across the grasslands. Tiny
Coelurus dodge around massive, spiny-backed
Diplodocus, chasing after lizards and insects.
The Diplodocus, meanwhile, stick together for
protection. A pack of Allosaurus, ferocious, meat-

eating dinosaurs, follow the herds, looking for stragglers. If any dinosaur
were to fall behind, it would make an easy victim. The solitary Dryosaurus

seeks protection between the trunk-like legs of the Diplodocus.

I

t has been months now since the rainy season, and

All plant-eating dinosaurs have to keep a wary eye out for danger.

the landscape is becoming drier and drier. As the

Armoured dinosaurs, such as Gargoyleosaurus, with bony studs

Dryosaurus heads for lusher feeding grounds, he

along its back, or Stegosaurus, with its tail spikes, have some chance

stumbles upon a group of scavengers feasting on a

of fending off attackers. Long-necked sauropods, such as these

carcass. Pterosaurs pick at the body with their sharp

Apatosaurus, can use their whip-like tails to lash out in self-defence.

beaks, while a pack of Ceratosaurus tear off chunks of flesh
in their powerful jaws. As the Dryosaurus flees, one of the
Ceratosaurus lunges after him. But the predator decides not
to give chase, content to feed on its scavenged meal.

F

inally, the Dryosaurus arrives at the swampy lowlands — the

There is plenty of food for all of the animals on the floodplain.

result of rains upriver earlier in the season. Floodwaters

Pterosaurs fly low over the water, scooping up mouthfuls of fish in

have made the area green and fertile, attracting plant-

their beaks. In the shallows, a Stegosaurus gorges on ferns. Giant

eaters from miles around. After months of solitude, the

sauropods, Apatosaurus and Diplodocus, wallow in the deeper

Dryosaurus finds a group of his own species. At last, he is

waters. Lizards and tiny shrew-like mammals scamper along the

part of a herd again.

water’s edge, nibbling on plants or snatching insects out of the air.

P

redators have also flocked to the area, attracted by the

After mating, the female Dryosaurus starts to prepare a nest — a shallow

abundance of prey. As the plant-eaters eat and wallow, they

pit dug into the ground. She lays her clutch of eggs, then covers them

look like easy pickings to an Allosaurus. But a well-aimed

over with vegetation. As the plant matter rots, the heat given off will

blow from the spiky tail of Stegosaurus sends the predator

keep the eggs warm. At the same time, a pack of Allosaurus gang up on

staggering. Meanwhile, the Dryosaurus mates with a female.

a young Camarasaurus. Away from the safety of its herd, the juvenile
dinosaur has little chance against the predators.

A

lthough it is dry and barren across much of the landscape,
there is still some food to be found on the floodplain.
Sauropods like Barosaurus use their long necks to feed in
the treetops; they can even rear up to reach the very highest
branches. As the Dryosaurus forage for food, they are set

upon by an Allosaurus. The tiny dinosaurs scatter and run.

T

he baby Dryosaurus will soon be ready to hatch. For now,

With a loud explosion a

their parents are busy fighting off egg-thieves like this

volcano suddenly erupts,

Coelurus. Other dinosaurs are setting off in search of richer

blasting ash high into the air.

feeding grounds. The floodwaters have dried up in the heat

Lava starts to pour down the

and there is little left to eat. Herds of Apatosaurus and bony-

mountainside. Pterosaurs,

plated Mymoorapelta are already on the move. Two Allosaurus, desperate

startled by the deafening noise,

with hunger, square up to each other, while a pair of Ornitholestes fight

take to the air and fly away.

over their lizard prey.

A

t last, the Dryosaurus youngsters hatch out. Immediately,

The dry plains are full of dinosaurs heading towards lusher pastures:

two are snatched from their nest by a pair of feathered

Gargoyleosaurus, Stegosaurus, Brachiosaurus and tens of Dryosaurus.

Ornitholestes. One parent tries in vain to stop the attackers.

In the distance, red-hot lava from the volcano has ignited the tinder-

The other hatchlings take their first steps under the

dry trees, starting a forest fire. Carried by strong winds, the flames

guidance of their mother. She feeds them scraps of

leap from tree to tree, moving directly towards the dinosaurs...

vegetation. Soon, they will be able to move on with the rest of the herd.

T

he fire quickly becomes a raging inferno, destroying

Meat-eaters such as Allosaurus and the horned Ceratosaurus

everything in its path. Suddenly surrounded by flames, the

run swiftly on their muscular back legs. Heavier plant-eaters like

dinosaurs take fright and run for their lives. Shrieks and

Stegosaurus and Diplodocus make slower progress. They will have

roars fill the air as the animals flea. Pterosaurs swoop

to hurry if they are to survive!

through the black smoke, frantic to escape the heat.

I

n the nick of time, the rains arrive and dowse the forest fire. It is

In the panicky stampede away from the fire, a Dryosaurus has

finally the end of the long dry season. The dinosaurs feed on the

lost the rest of its herd. The young male frantically looks around,

vegetation that quickly springs up across the rain-soaked land.

but they are not to be seen. A lone individual is an easy target

An Allosaurus scavenges on the carcass of a dinosaur that

for predators. To avoid meat-eating Allosaurus, the Dryosaurus

collapsed from exhaustion after its flight from danger.

heads for the shelter of the forest.

