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SPECIAL 
EVENTS 
JULY 11, 2018

Did your camper enjoy this week?

There is still time to register for

more sessions this summer! Camp

runs through August 10th

Field Trip to Tivoli Theater:  

Lego Ninjago Movie

JULY 18, 2018

Pelican Harbor Field Trip

JULY 25, 2018

Field Trip to Naper Settlement

AUGUST 1, 2018

Pelican Harbor Field Trip

CAMP 
REMINDERS

This week at Camp Kata Kani, we explored our creative sides as we dove into the world

of the arts. We started Monday off with rotating stations of writing workshop, skits

workshop, and improv games. In the writing workshop station, we learned how writers

pay close attention to details, then practice using our senses of sight and sound in our

own writing. We finished up with a free write, where many of us came up with poems

about the nature around us. In skits workshop, we worked in our groups to write our own

skits to perform at Grand Council Fire on Friday. And in improv games, we tried out our

improvisational skills with some fun games of charades. 

Tuesday, we had a special guest join us at camp, Maggie the clown. Maggie taught us

how to make balloon dogs, and made each of us our own balloon creation to keep,

some of received swords and some received flower bracelets. Then, Maggie took us

outside, where we got to launch water balloons to see how far they could go. Some of

our balloons sailed all the way into the parking lot without popping, and we were able to

retrieve them and launch again! Later on during the day, we worked on props for our

skits, and made our own paper bag puppets. On Wednesday, we traveled to Pelican

Harbor, where we lounged in the lazy river, splashed in the zero depth pool, and raced

down the water slides. The rain held out for our entire trip, so we were able to have

gallons of watery fun. Back at camp, we also did bag skits, where each group was given

a bag of random items and made up a skit. We enjoyed watching the skits each other

performed, some which were called The Hike and The Future of the Golf Ball. On

Thursday, we took a mile hike to the Bolingbrook Police Department, where we toured

the station and learned all about working in a police station. On Friday, we're looking

forward to a visit from the Bolingbrook Fire Department, our Friday Cookout, and

performing our skits at Grand Council Fire! 

PERFORMING ARTS WEEK I
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WEEKLY SPOTLIGHT 

On Thursday, Camp Kata Kani set off on a mile long hike to the Bolingbrook Police

Department. Our tour of the station began in the main lobby, where we learned about

past technologies used by police officers. We saw  police hats, retired radios, an old

leather officer jacket, and an outdated squad car computer. The next stop on our tour

was the court room, where Officer Kurtzweil answered questions about what the

courtroom is used for and about the different places where specific people go inside of

the courtroom, for example, where the clerk sits, where the judge sits, where attorneys

sit, and where fines get paid. From there we moved throughout the office spaces of the

station and met a few officers, sergeants, and lieutenants. We also saw the workout

room, where officers go to keep in shape. In this hall, we looked at pictures of all the

Bolingbrook officers being inducted, as well as the pictures of officers who died while

serving the community. Our next stop was the jail. While at the jail, we learned about

temporary holding cells, and longer term holding cells. At Bolingbrook, the longer term

holding cells cannot hold anyone for more than 24 hours. If someone were to be

detained for longer, they would be transferred to the county jail in Joliet. Campers

especially enjoyed getting to go inside both types of cells and see what they looked like

inside. We saved the best part of our tour for last, as we headed outside to the police

station parking lot, where we saw police vehicles, got to hear the sirens and see the

lights, and had the chance to pick up a bullet proof vest (it was really heavy!). Then, we

got to see the prisoner transport van and take a look inside! We had such a blast, and

learned a lot about being a police officer! 

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY 

GRAND COUNCIL
FIRE

Campers may submit artwork,

writing, songs, or other work to post

in the newsletter every week! 

Parents may share testimonials,

anonymously or not, to post in the

newsletter.  

Please contact Asst. Camp

Director, Amanda "Betta" Held to

submit to our newsletter, at

campassist@campfireusa-

illinois.org

This week at camp, our CIT

Leaders worked with camp staff to

develop and lead a community

service project. As we discussed

ideas, it became clear that our

objective was to cheer up the

elderly in a nursing home or

rehabilitation center. Together, we

led the rest of camp in creating

cards and encouraging letters that

we will send to a local rehabilitation

center. As the campers stated, we

hope to show the elders of our

community that young people still

respect them, and that they are

cared about and important.  

Camper families are cordially

invited to attend our closing Grand

Council Fire Meetings. We begin

each Friday at 3 p.m. Each week

features songs, skits, and our

weekly camper awards!

SHARE WITH US

BOLINGBROOK POLICE DEPARTMENT 



CLOWNING AROUND AT CAMP 



QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS?
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us: 
Camp Director Ryne "Ranger" Hanz:  
email at camp@campfireusa-illinois.org 
phone at 815-690-8692 
Assistant Camp Director Amanda "Betta" Held: 
email at campassist@campfireusa-illinois.org 

Visit us on the web at www.campfireusa-illinois.org

PARENT Q & A 
ASK THE STAFF 

A:

Q: How do you make sure campers are not swimming in areas 
beyond their skill levels at Pelican Harbor? 

Good question! All campers come to camp with a different level of swimming
experience. When first arriving at the water park, all campers are required to take a
swim test conducted by Pelican Harbor lifeguards. Lifeguards then assign campers
into one of three groups: red, yellow, and green. We then assign counselors for each
group and ensure safety of our campers by following Pelican Harbor protocol, which
allows red wristbands to enter the zero depth pool up to 4ft, splash pad, and lazy river;
yellow wristbands to enter all previous areas, plus water slides and deep ends of the
pools; and green wristbands to enter all previous areas plus 12ft diving board areas.  

Q:
A:

A:

Q:

Which days does my camper need a packed lunch? 

Campers need packed lunches every day except for Fridays. On Fridays, we have a
lunch cookout and provide a hot dog lunch to all campers. We do have a refrigerator
on site for campers to store lunches. However, during some field trips, we may take
our lunches with us, and in these cases, campers should have freezer packs in their
lunches to keep them cold until lunch time. Notice will be given in these cases. 

How can my camper participate in the CIT Leadership Program? 

Campers ages 10 and up are welcome to inquire about participation in the CIT
Leadership Program. After discussing what the program entails with Ranger, campers
will be sent home with a form for parents to read and sign with their campers. Please
keep in mind that our CIT Leadership Program is designed to help build leadership
skills, and as such may entail homework assignments. For details and more
information, please contact Ranger. His contact information is listed below.  


