
Feb 3rd 2021 Town Hall,  

Hosts in attendance:  Premier Jason Kenney, Minister Schweitzer, and CMOH Dr. Deena 

Hinshaw. 

 

Questions from The Tennis Academy: 

• Will there be any consideration for the elite athlete?  Many high-performance 

athletes have a goal of obtaining a university scholarship for their sport but without 

the ability to train or compete this window of opportunity is closing quickly.  

• Tennis is a sport with natural physical distancing.  Players are 70 feet apart from each 

other which is over 10 times the recommended space required to remain safe.  This 

is significantly greater than most other sports and has under wondering why singles 

and doubles play is not permitted? 

Additionally, based on the space allowance between players, and for many other 

reasons we think it is fair to request that Tennis be looked at through a different lens 

than other sports and rec activities?  We are wondering what is the process for 

requesting an exemption or exception? 

 

Answer from Dr. Hinshaw 25:01: 

Dr. Hinshaw, “Thank you for that, we have received requests regarding elite athletes 

particularly those who are training for the Olympics, or other high-performance athletes, 

and so we are looking at creating an exemption for those who are very specifically in the 

top tier performance athletes.  For whom it is in some ways more like a there their 

professional - almost.  And so that work is underway in looking at how we might be able to 

do that safely to ensure that the group of individuals who are in the top tier of their sport 

may be able return to training. 

With respect to tennis that is something that I can take back to our team.  Again, part of the 

challenge that we face right now is that while we continue to have this need to limit the 

number of close Contacts that take place across the province, it’s challenging to look at very 

individual situations or even sport-specific consideration in the …again every individual 

consideration that we give and every step forward that we take towards opening creates 

questions about “if this, then why not that” and then “if this then why not that”.  We really 

need to draw the line at a particular place and then monitor.  And if we continue to do well 

and our cases continue to drop and our hospitalizations continue to go down then consider 

that next step forward.  I think whether it’s tennis or badminton or another activity that can 

be played in a distance again ..it's it's not so much about our team is really not able to kind 

of take each individual sport, consider the details of that particular sports, we really have to 

look at overall framework which is at this point in time again looking at one on one training 

and returning to that piece of what people can do.  If we do really well, then that next step 

will have us able to move forward with some additional activities that will be allowed.   

*There were no other questions from the tennis community. 


