
Optimist Club Westbank- Gretna 
FALL 2023 News 
 
Mr. Joseph Falcone, one of the founding members of our Optimist Club – Gretna Westbank recently 
celebrated his 90th Birthday with a party attended by club members, family and friends. Joe and his wife 
Glenda have been loyal supporters of our Optimist Club for many years.  Happy Birthday Joe! 
 

                               
 
Our club hosted a visit from Debra Merritt President of the Optimist International Foundation.  Debra 
visited our club and attended our General Membership Meeting at the Red Maple Restaurant in Gretna. We 
presented her with OIF donations and were also excited to have 7 new members at the meeting that night.   
  

                 
 

Optimists Karen & Les Lowery with Billy & Mary Staehle showing support for the Lighthouse Louisiana 
Soiree de Lumiere at the Audubon Tea Room. The mission of Lighthouse Louisiana is to empower people 
with disabilities through services, employment and advocacy.   

               


