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Positively Grounded—The President’s Message, David Boger 

For this month’s Oil 
Spot,  I’ve selected 
a couple of interest-
ing articles bor-
rowed from other 
British car clubs. 
These tips come 
from Jeff Zorn, own-
er of the Little Brit-
ish Car Company 
(LBCarCo). Jeff 
publishes them in 
his weekly e-
newsletter and on his website for friends and customers, and 
offers a $20 purchase credit at LBCarCo for each tip that is 
published here. To be considered, send your tech tips to 
LBCarCoNews@LBCarCo.com and put the words “Tech 
Tip” in the subject line. Jeff’s favorites are reprinted here on a 
use-at-your-own-risk basis. 
 
Tech Tip #1, from Craig Colby: 
Stuck piston in your master cylinder? 
I use a grease gun to inject grease into the master cylinder to 
push out stuck pistons. It is much safer than air, and you can 
create a huge psi behind the piston to get it out. 
 
Tech Tip #2, from Garth Bagnall: 
Window winder stiff? 
MGB and other British car window winders usually end up 
being very stiff, even with regular lubing of the channels with 
silicone and grease on the bottom channel. So I removed the 
door panel, and drilled a small hole (3/32”diameter) in the top 
of the drum where the handle goes on and sprayed in some 
Wurth HHS2000 liquid grease. Presto, free as a bird. Be 
careful not to go in too far or break the drill! 



 
Tech Tip #3, from Don Davis: 
Save your wiring harness! 
When I recently installed a new wiring harness in my MG TD, I was very apprehensive 
about turning on the ignition since I had heard horror stories of new wiring looms go-
ing up in smoke. So I made a jumper cable to connect to the negative post of the bat-
tery (it is a positive ground car) in place of the regular battery cable. The jumper cable 
had a fuse holder in it with a 10-amp fuse, which was sufficient to allow the electrical 
items to function, but the fuse would pop if there were a short in the wiring. It took 
about eight blown fuses before I found and corrected a couple of mis-wires that result-
ed in shorts. Fortunately, I popped a 25¢ fuse rather than a $400 wiring loom! All the 
parts can be purchased at your local auto parts store for about $10. 
 
What you should know about fuses 
by Ray Homiski, The New Jersey Triumph Association 
A small technical controversy came out at a recent meeting regarding Triumphs and 
proper fuses to be used in them. It seems there is a lot of confusion because the nu-
merical rating between the original Lucas fuses and similar American glass fuses dif-
fers. That difference is enough to cause severe damage to the wiring harness in your 
car should there be an electrical problem. The belief is that you have to use a smaller-
rated American fuse in place of the Lucas one to get the same protection. Now I know 
that amps are amps and no matter where you are 30 amps is 30 amps, so that is a 
constant. 
\So why the difference? Several folks told me that it’s just the way they are made and 
you cannot mix them for fear of the consequences. Those who know me know I am 
not one to let things alone if I do not understand them, so I took up 
The challenge to find out why. There is a long and short answer and both are the 
same. I will describe the short version here and then provide you with a link to the 
longer one should you be like me and just have to know all the details. My short ex-
planation requires that you know some basic electricity facts. It is especially important 
that you know what amps are. Sometimes called “current,” amps are the amount of 
electricity flowing through a wire, in simple terms. Wires are used by size to carry the 
amps required for the electricity to do its work. That is why your battery cable is very 
thick compared to your radio or headlight wire. The battery cable has to do a lot more 
work carrying amps then the radio wire does. If I used a small wire like the radio wire 
in place of the battery cable, the first time I tried to start the car the wire would heat up 
and melt. So the basic lesson here is that if you put too many amps through a small 
wire, it will heat, melt and damage the wire and anything around it. Now that you know 
this, you also know how a fuse works. When you exceed the amps that the fuse was 
rated for, it melts the metal inside and opens the circuit. We typically say that the fuse 
has blown. The fuse melts before the wire can melt. There are more complex reasons 



for why this happens but that is the simplest way to explain the process of 
how a fuse works. Here is what I found as the reason for the difference between 
American vs. Lucas fuses of the same amp 
rating:  
 
A. Old Lucas fuses are rated in one of three ways. 
1. Continuous Current Rating — what the fuse is rated for in the circuit. It is not the 
point where the fuse will blow; rather it is the static rating of the fuse. 
2. Instantaneous Fusing Rating — where the fuse will blow instantly when that value 
of amps is reached, even if it is only for a split second (Fast Blow). 
3. Continuous Fusing Rating — the point where the fuse will blow when the rated 
amps are reached for a few seconds (Slow Blow). 
 
B. One reason you cannot always substitute an American fuse for a Lucas is because 
of difference in the ratings above. American fuses tend to be Slow Blow at the rated 
amps. You can see if you substitute an American fuse for points 1 or 2 above, you can 
potentially be in trouble. 
 
C. Another reason that substitutions can be problematic is that American fuses are 
rated for AWG wire (American Wire Gauge). European wire gauges are typically 
measured in millimeters and they do not always translate equally to AWG. In fact, 
what might look like a 14 or 16 AWG wire may actually be smaller. The smaller the 
wire the quicker it will heat up under load. So now if you put an American fuse in a Eu-





 

 

Let’s Ride!–Randy Darden 

 You will have a choice on a busy weekend of October 24-26.  More 

details to follow but your choices are: 

 
October 24-26 Salute to the Beatles  
Southern British Car Club  
Chattanooga Choo Choo British Car Show http://
www.southernbritishcarclub.net/annual-show.html 

 
October 25   South Alabama British Car Club British Car Festival 2014 Cele-
brating 50 years of the SUNBEAM TIGER & the Beatles in the USA Fairhope, 
AL http://www.sabcc.org/sabcc_website_new_3_019.htm 
 

There are groups planning on going to each of these events.  Make 
plans now to join in the fun.  Due to the distance, these are weekend 
events with a 2-night stay so make your hotel reservations soon.    
Both events are well planned and well attended in beautiful cities 
with lots to do when you are not showing.  Great restaurants, ven-
ues and drives so make planes now to attend one of these great 
events!!!  

 
 

Birmingham Motoring Club Events 
 
September 20   Annual Club Picnic 
Helena Buck Creek Park 
 
October 24-26  Club Ride 
Salute to the Beatles 
The Southern British Car Club 
Chattanooga Choo Choo 

http://www.southernbritishcarclub.net/annual-show.html
http://www.southernbritishcarclub.net/annual-show.html
http://www.sabcc.org/sabcc_website_new_3_019.htm


 

 

December  Annual Christmas Party 
Charity Event  Look for upcoming details!! 
 
-And don’t forget 
 

Every Saturday Morning  
Cars and Coffee 
Upper level  Brookwood Deck behind O’Henry’s 
Coffee  check out their Facebook page for pics 
and info 
www.facebook.com/BhmCarsCoffee  
1st Fridays in Gadsden-hundreds of cars 6-9 pm 
Broad Street 
 
Krispy Krème in Hoover – 1

st
 Saturday each month 

8-12 am 
 
Plus many others,let us know your favorites…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/BhmCarsCoffee


 

 

Brits on the Shoals 
 

Brought to you by: 
 

 
 

The Birmingham Motoring Club was well represented at Joe 
Wheeler State Park on Saturday, September 6.   Six cars 
with eight participants took a leisurely drive on a variety of 
roads.  Some interstate, 
some winding roads, around Smith Lake through the Bank-
head Forest over Wheeler Dam to the north shore of the 
Tennessee River . 

 
 

Bill Krauss’s 1969 XKE, Scott Anderson’s 1966 Spitfire, and in 

the distance Walter and Betty Anderson’s 1974 MG B traveling 



 

 smartly through the city. 

 
Finally a country road… 

 

 
 



 

 

  
We made it to Joe Wheeler State Park and a great venue nestled in 

the trees with scenic view of lake yachts and 50 or so  British mo-

toring icons. 

 

 



 

  

 
 

Randy Darden and his 1976 TR6 posing for his official picture 

with the lake yachts as his backdrop. Then he got to park next to 

the competition. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Alan Apel had no competition for his GT6 but the same could not 

said for his big Healey. 

 

 



 

  

 
The Jaguars 

 

 
Aero 8 Morgan 



 

 

 
 

Triumphs old and older 

 



 

 

 
 

MGs  were well represented especially with this rare  MGA twin 

cam coupe  

 

 



 

 

 

After lunch we dodge the storm clouds on the way home.  

David Boger is driving the GT6.  A good time was had by all!  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 So on the advice of many 
of my Atlanta friends and after 
years of the same friends sug-
gesting I try The British Car 
Fayre in Old Town Norcross, I 
took a break from things I 
should be doing and drove 
over. I am always hesitant in 
driving 3 hours to see a show, 
especially one that never pub-
lishes a lot of pictures or touts 
the numbers cars. After some 
GPS issues trying to find the 
location (the coordinates pub-
lished are in some sub divi-
sion, not Old Town Norcross) I 
was pleasantly surprised as I 
crested the railroad tracks and arrived at the event. Parking was busy but not unman-
ageable, but you were quickly rewarded with block after block of British Steel.  
 The cars presented were different than many of the local shows I have been to in 
Alabama. There were surprisingly few MGBs, but the TVRs even outnumbered Bill’s 

collection with as 
many as 6 during the 
day. The 50

th
 anni-

versary of the Sun-
beam Tiger is in full 
swing and no fewer 
than a dozen of 
these “baby Cobras” 
were there. Oh and a 
real Cobra, parked 
near an Allard recre-
ation. The Morgan lot 
had a selection of 
many different years, 
Plus 4, Plus 2, 4/4 
and even some 
trikes. One could 
have been easily dis-

British Car Fayre—John Viviani 



 

 

tracted from these wood 
framed cars however, by the 
exquisitely presented D-Type 
across the street.  
 Old Town Norcross is a 
wonderful setting for this 
event and seem to fully sup-
port the happenings. Many 
businesses were open, food 
establishments dotted the 
streets including a British 
themed Pub, complete with 
Fish and Chips and Bright 
Red phone box. Adding to the 
event was “A Taste of Britain” 
a quaint little store selling all 
kinds of British wares and 
food items galore. A couple of cans of “Downton Abby”  tea made it back for Amanda, 
since she let me take her car and herself not being able to make the trek. 
 This event, always held the first weekend of September, is worth checking out. If 
you are  planning to display arrive early as with 200plus cars on display, show space 
does run out. Rumor has it Italian Car is being held on October 4

th
, so I just might 

make the same trip as the Fiats need some friends.—John 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

In the News: Over the Mountain Journal  
Our own Bill Bugg 
 

Milestones 



 

 

Let the club know what you are working on in the Oil Spot! 
 
 
What have you done to your car (any car, your DD or special car) or had 
done. We could all benefit from your experience both good and bad.  
 
Randy and Lee Darden’s 1977 Spitfire went to paint…now in pieces… 

Projects—What are you working on? 



 

 

 

Projects—cont. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

For Sale: Triumph TR6 hard top - $1500 

 

 
Factory steel hard top, fits all years of TR6. Good condition with nice 

glass and seals. Good headliner, missing corner chrome trim and one side 

piece. No mounting hardware. All missing trim and hardware available 

from TRF. 
 

Contact Randy Darden 520-3925 or edge468@juno.com 

 

mailto:edge468@juno.com


Classifieds 
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