Mobile Area Mardi Gras Association

From the website:

The Mobile Area Mardi Gras Association (MAMGA) a 501 (C) non-profit organization (formally the
Colored Carnival Association) was incorporated in 1938 under the trusteeship of W. L. Russell,
D.D.S, J.T. McKinnis, a local Mortician, Sam Besteda, Jr., a local Tailor and J.A. Franklin, M.D. of
which the current 15 Franklin Primary Health Clinics are named.

Dr. Wilborne Russell, a respected dentist and civic leader was president for fifty years. He envi-
sioned the carnival association as an outlet for the youth of the African—American community and
vigorously supported the Mission Statement of MAMGA to: “promote knowledge, arts, sciences: to
create and cultivate interest in the celebration of carnival activities at Mardi Gras and to encourage its
members to participate in all events that will enhance our civic and national betterment.” He wrote the
proclamation that is read every year at the coronation  ceremonies and read it for fifty consecutive
years until his retirement in 1987. In the 2nd  century of MAMGA, members have selected seven (7)
presidents each with a maximum of two 2 year terms to continue the legacy and great traditions.

Mrs. Frederica Evans was another pioneer that was committed to MAMGA. She was an  instructor
at Bishop State Junior College (formally Mobile State Junior College). One of her most honored
awards was the appointment to the National Youth Administration by President F.D. Roosevelt. It was
Mrs. Evans who suggested the official title of King Elexix I to rule over Mardi Gras. Mrs. Evans as
Chairperson of the Auxiliary Ladies group worked tirelessly with the Royal Coronation every year
until her demise in 1967. To honor her memory Mrs. Evans is referred to as the “Mother of the Col-
ored Carnival”.

MAMGA held its first parade in 1939 and presented its first Royal Court in 1940. The late Alex Her-
man was king and Aliene Jenkins Howard was the first queen who currently lives in Mobile today.




The late Alex Herman

served as the first King of The Mobile Area Mardi Gras Association in 1940.

He was the son of Mrs. Alice Sigmund Herman and Mr. George Xavier Herman of Mobile. After graduating from
high school in 1916, Herman attended Tuskegee Institute. From working in his father’s bakery, Herman’s colorful
life led him into professional baseball, part ownership of a professional team on which the Great Satchel Paige
played, to president of the Unity Burial Association and the Exalted Ruler of the Gulf City Lodge 244, among other
notable accomplishments. His daughter, Alexis Herman, served as MAMGA Queen in 1974. She went on to work
in the Carter Administration and the administration of former President William Jefferson Clinton as U.S. Labor
Secretary.

Aliene Jenkins (Howard)
served as the first Queen of The Mobile Area Mardi Gras Association in 1940.
She is the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Jenkins of Mobile. After graduating from
Dunbar High School, she earned her B.S., A.A. and Educational Specialist degrees from
Alabama State University. She also received her M.A. degree from Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University. The former queen has served as teacher-principal of Cottage Hill

School, vice principal of Mattie T. Blount High School and Hillsdale Middle School, Glen-
dale Elementary School and W. H. Council School.

1940 Alex Herman, Aliene Jenkins
1941 Dr. T. W. Tobin, Bernice Walker
1942- 45 World War II, No Monarchs presented
1946 Alvin Donald Sylvester, Lya Battle
1947 Benjamin E. Franklin, Yolanda Stuart
1948 Hilliard P. Smith, Edna Godwin
1949 Clarence Cook, Verma Powe

1950 Leo Hagan, Vivian Jones

mamga.org



pﬂDﬂLu.xa.

(939

s
> p
b ) ‘e 'y
Comm

%
|

P £V

Press Register, February 12, 1939
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MAMGA MONARCHS of the ‘50’s

1951 Korean War, No Monarchs presented
1952 G. Girigorie, Paula Chachere
1953 Sidney Weeks, Gretta Turner
1954 John Chachere, Janice Morgan
1955 Richard Lee Clauselle, Annie Mae Allen
1956 George Joseph Smith Jr., Doris Marie Chatom
1957 Nathaniel Steinback, Greta Janice Trenier
1958 William E. Carson Jr., Carole Loretta Russell

1959 Silas Gary, Janice Gwendolyn Raine

1957
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