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Academic	Conversations	
as	a	Gateway	to	Academic	Literacy

• Wove conversation activities into 
lessons and took notes for your 
partner teachers and us today.

• Used some form or parts of the COAT.

• Gathered audio samples of student conversations to share 
today. Optionally, transcribed any interesting portions of 
one or more of them, and sent to me (Thanks!).

• Updated your Inquiry Cycle focus, evidence, and progress

Steps Leading Up Until Today
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Why	are	classroom	conversations	
so	important?

1. Content	knowledge
2. Academic	language	(input/output)
3. Communication
4. Relationship
5. ?

Reminders

This	was	your	TASK

Write/Use	
Model	

Conversations

1.

Pick one or two strategies or tools to become more expert in by 
the end of the year. Try it out in different ways, with different ways 
of modeling and scaffolding. Take notes on successes and 
frustrations, etc. You will share your expertise (and student 
evidence, if possible) with us in the final webinar.
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PROGRESS:	Inquiry	Questions

How	can	I	develop	my	students'	abilities	
to	probe	and	reflect	on	ideas	under	
discussion	evidenced	by	the	relevance	to	
the	topic	at	hand	while	using	academic	
language.

Video Analysis with the COAT

Jeff	Zwiers Understanding Language
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Video 1

Jeff	Zwiers Understanding Language

Context
• Grade	5
• Had		
• Prompt:	Are		
• Look	for	

strengths	and	
areas	to	improve	
based	on	the	
COAT

NEW:		Creativity	Conversations

1. Pick	a	topic	that	requires	a	creative	way	to	solve	
a	problem	or	express	a	complex	idea	to	others.	
Give	options,	if	possible.

2. Model	for	students	the	collaborative	creativity	
process:	
• Clarify	the	problem
• Brainstorm	possible	solution	starters
• Narrow	them	down	with	critical	thinking	and	criteria
• Zoom	in	on	two	and	then	compare	their	merits,	limits,	

rationales,	evidence,	potentials,	related	histories…
• Choose	the	best	solution	and	discuss	how	to	implement	it

3. Have	students	collaborate	to	create	or	write	their	idea	for	a	
realistic	audience….

Jeff ZwiersJeff	ZwiersJeff	Zwiers Understanding Language



4/20/17

5

Creativity	Conversations:	Your	Turn

Jeff ZwiersJeff	ZwiersJeff	Zwiers Understanding Language

Lesson Planning

Jeff	Zwiers Understanding Language
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Sample	Lesson(s)	Plan:	ELA

I. Objectives:	Infer	and	support	themes	in	short	stories.
Argue	the	most	important	theme	for	students	your	age.

II. Stronger-Clearer	Each	Time:	Read	same	story,	share	theme,	
support

III. Modified	Jigsaw:	Think-Pair-Square:	Read	different	stories,	share	
theme	and	evidence	with	partner,	then	w/	other	pair.

IV. Transition	Improv:	Two	Differing	Themes	(e.g.,	‘Two	Brothers’)

V. Academic	Conversation	Modeling:	Emphasize	skills	of	supporting	
and	evaluating	evidence.	

VI. Creativity	Conversations:	Come	up	with	a	story	with	a	theme

Jeff ZwiersJeff	ZwiersJeff	Zwiers Understanding Language

Sample	Lesson	Plan:	Nonfiction

I. Objectives:	Argue	a	claim	about	an	issue.	

II. Opinion	Formation	Cards:	Read	cards	and	share	
opinions;	read	article.

III. Gallery	Walk:	(Read	different	articles	on	same	issue,	
share	posters	of	opinion	and	evidence)

IV. Transition	Improv:	Pro-Con	on	topic	of	social	media

V. Academic	Conversation	Modeling	of	use	of	Argument	Balance	
Scale:	Emphasize	skills	of	supporting	and	evaluating	evidence	
and	importance,	and	arguing	for	one	theme	over	another.

VI. Write	a	final	paragraph	or	two.

Jeff ZwiersJeff	ZwiersJeff	Zwiers Understanding Language
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By	the	End	of	the	Year

Write/Use	
Model	

Conversations

1.

With your inquiry focus in mind, pick one or two strategies or tools 
to improve by the end of the year. Try it out in different ways, with 
different ways of modeling and scaffolding. Take notes on 
successes and challenges, etc. 

Evidence
Inquiry-based 
Collaboration   Online PD  

Communication-
Based

Teaching 
of

Language,
Literacy,

Thinking Skills, 
& Content 

to Els and AELs

Jeff	Zwiers Understanding Language/SCALE
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CONTACT	INFORMATION

Email:	 jzwiers@stanford.edu
Web	sites:	 jeffzwiers.org/april24

ell.stanford.edu
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