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Authentic Communication Features
For developing content, thinking, language, and social skills

Using words and other
meaning-carriers to share
information and do things
for reasons other than using
the information in
meaningful ways (e.g., for
getting points & praise,
showing learning,
winning, etc.)

Using words and other
meaning-carriers to share
information for doing
meaningful things (building,
creating, changing,
deciding, clarifying,
negotiating, arguing, etc.)
that just one person can’t
do. (R-W-L-S-C)
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q Purposeful
building of
idea(s)

(Language modeling & scaffolding, sentence frames, practice, feedback, etc.)
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CONVERSATION SKILLS SUPPORT ACTIVITIES
for Fostering Conversation Skills & Authentic Communication

Can students
build ideas with
this activity?

q Information
gap(s)

q If needed, there is attention to
language in service of communication

So what?
Understanding Language

Support Clarify
Clarify Support Clarify
Support Clarify
Clarify
Clarify Clarify
Clarify
Clarify Support Clarify Support
Clarify
Clarify
Clarify Support Support
IDEA
Support Clarify Clarify Support Clarify

Do they need to
share & get
information?
Is there attention to language
in service of communication?
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Transition Improv Activity: Pro-Con
Topics:

Camping, Shopping, TV, Uniforms, Computers, Superheroes, Cars,
Conferences, Internet, Cell phones, Video games, …

Transitions: However,

On the other hand,
Then again,

Frames:

Transition Improv Activities

One advantage is … For example, …
Another positive of … is… because…
A negative aspect of ___ is …
In spite of the positives of _____,

but
Listeners can & should:
- Prompt for
clarification
- Prompt for support
- Offer idea seeds w/
“What about…?”

A & B, Lean?
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Video of Pro-Con

Transition Improv: For-Against
Topics: Genetic engineering, electoral college, nuclear energy, social
media, human-caused climate change, wolf reintroduction, deextinction of dinosaurs, zoos, year-round schools, corn as fuel,
extraterrestrial life, desalination, going to college* (2 texts)

Bryant High
School
SS/ELA
Teachers:
Ghrawi and
Fotopoulos

Transitions: However,

On the other hand,
Then again,

Pros and cons
of communism

Frames:

One reason for … is … For example, …
Evidence that supports … is… because…
A reason against … is … For example, …
Evidence that does not support … is … because …

Understanding Language

(digest food and
break down waste)

Centrioles
Transitions:

(make protein)

Mitochondria

SD Frames:

Understanding Language

Plant Cells

Views:

Cell wall

Patriots
Loyalists

(gives plant its shape)

Transitions: However,

Large vacuole

(store
nutrients and waste)

On the other hand,
Then again,

Frames:
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CONVERSATION SKILLS SUPPORT ACTIVITIES
for Fostering Conversation Skills & Authentic Communication

Stronger-Clearer Each Time Activities

Understanding Language

but

The ___ thought that …
Many ___ believed that…
A different perspective held by ___ was that…
In the eyes of ___...

Unlike animal cells, plant cells have ____, which …
Plant & animal cells both have ____, which serve to…
… are similar to ____ in that they both _____
Animal cells differ from plant cells in that _____

C o n te n t A re a s
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Transition Improv: Two Views w/ Evidence

However,
(pull chromosomes from
Chloroplasts
nucleus during mitosis)
On the other hand,
carbohydrates
Cytoplasm (produce
using photosynthesis)
Then
but
No cell
wall again,
(turns nutrients
into energy)

A & B,
Lean?
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Transition Improv: Similar-Different

Topic:Animal
Plantcells
cells &
Lysosomes
animal cells
Ribosomes

but

L a n g u a g e , L it e r a c y , & L e a r n in g in t h e
C o n te n t A re a s

Jeff Zwiers

Designing “Stronger & Clearer Each Time” Activities

1. Prompt for an original response
2. Successive partners: borrow and use the language, ideas,
and evidence each time-->
• Stronger (often longer) with better supporting evidence
and examples, and
• Clearer with more precise terms and linked, organized,
complete sentences.
3. Listeners push for clarification & support, and offer ideas
4. Scaffolds are reduced during the activity.
Understanding Language
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“Stronger & Clearer Each Time” Grid
I think bad things happen
when cultures meet, like
wars.
What’s an example of
fighting?

A begins and B listens and asks
clarify & support questions. Go.
Take two-word notes. New
partners! Don’t forget to use
examples. Stronger + Clearer!

“Stronger & Clearer Each Time” Grid

I think it’s both good and bad.
Like you learn from each
other, but also you can fight.
The Aztecs and Spain.
They didn’t like each
other.

What happens
when cultures
(PRE)
meet and why?
Bad things happen
My notes: Bad, wars
when they meet.
both, learn
Wars
start.

What do you
mean they
learn religion?

both, learn
M anuel

religion, mix

Understanding Language

“Stronger & Clearer Each Time” Grid

Cultures meet and bad things
happen like fighting, like the
Aztecs and Spain. But good
things, too, like you can learn
other language.
When cultures meet, is bad and good.
Bad cuz they fight wars, like they’re
different. Spain thought they were
better than the Aztecs. And good cuz
you can learn languages, like Spanish,
and new religion.

mixing religions
2 nd
Partnertogether.

What happens when cultures meet and why?
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I think bad things happen
when cultures meet, like
wars.

Maybe not
learned, but like

M anuel

Partner

What happens when cultures meet and why?
Understanding Language

I think it’s both good and bad.
Like you learn from each
other, but also you can fight.

When cultures meet each other, it
helps to learn how others live. Like
religion. But wars can happen, like
you said.

Cultures meet and bad things
happen like fighting, like the
Aztecs and Spain. But good
What happens
things, too, like you can learn
when cultures
other language.
meet and why?
My notes: Bad, wars

1 st

Take two-word notes. Switch
partners! Don’t forget to use
examples & ask to clarify &
support. Stronger + clearer!

I think bad things happen
when cultures meet, like
wars.
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Video of Stronger-Clearer

I think it’s both good and bad.
(PRE)from each
Like you learn
other, butBad
alsothings
you canhappen
fight. when
they meet.
When cultures
meetstart.
each
Wars
other, it helps to learn how
others live. Like
religion. But
-----------------------wars can happen,
like you
(POST)
said.
When cultures meet, is
both bad and good. Bad
cuz they fight, like the
Aztecs and Spain. Spain
They learn things
from each
thought
they were better
other like new so
foods.
theyBut
took over. Good
some cultures cuz
thinkof
they’re
new
3rd food and
M anuelbest and should control it.
languages
and religion.
Partner
They start wars over it.

Bryant High
School
ELA/ELD
Prep work for
reading Animal
Farm
Opinion
Continuum:
Communism
vs. Capitalism

What happens when cultures meet and why?
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Interaction Mini-Lines

Stronger & Clearer Each Time: Opinion Continuum
I say no. It’s like jail for them.
And I don’t like all people
looking
me.are OK if the
I thinkatzoos

I think zoos are fun. I like
seeing animals. I say yes.

animals can’t live wild. You
know, I went to a zoo that
helped hurt ones. Like a eagle.
But other zoos are bad.

I was on yes but moved a little. I
don’t wanna be in cages like
animals. It’s like jail. But I still think
it’s fun to go and see them.
I don’t know. Animals don’t like in jail
and people watching. But some get
hurt and need people. Those zoos are
good. Like they save eagles, maybe a
broken wing. And we can learn from
zoos, so yes.

Should we have zoos or not?
YES

Me

|

|

|

|

|

NO
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“Stronger & Clearer Each Time” Grid

Name
Me

Respond
to
a person
who
looks
Describe
you
canand
estimate,
asdoes
accurately
as
What
ishow
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why
itat
How
memories
stored
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does
dialogue
in
a story
help
Whatare
ishow
the
most8-ft
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trunkschool
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today?
feet
athave
itsWhy?
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(just two or three key words, if any)

You
are
scientist
(You
an
author
You
Youa
are
Youare
are
doctor
This
tree
fellexpert
and
who
wants
to
use
answering
this
in said
government
recommending
to
answering
this
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could
this
as responding
ayou
teaching
question
from
the
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that
change
question
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aa
use
it
to
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opportunity.
reader)
this
book
be read by
in
to this
question
patient.
garage
th Gr. English
our7current
leaders

Conversation Skills &
Activities

1.
2.
3.

Me
One way in which oral language influences learning is…because...
A student with a strong command of oral language can...
Even though.....
I disagree with you...
Understanding Language

Listeners can & should:
- Prompt for clarification
- Prompt for support
- Help with “What about…?”
10 sec “take w/ me”
Jigsaw variation
Follow w/ conversation
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Constructive Conversation Skills: Building an Idea

Constructive Conversation Skills: Building an Idea

Build up an Idea (at least to here)

Build up an Idea (at least to here)

Clarify

Support

Idea
Clarify

Support

Support

Pose Idea

Clarify

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ask ?’s
Define
Elaborate
Paraphrase
Negotiate
Analogy
Synthesize

Support

Clarify

Support

Hand m otions

Support

Hand m otions

Collaborative Argumentation

Constructive Conversation Skills: Collaborative Argument
Build up 2 nd Idea (at least to here)
Com peting Idea

Build up an Idea (at least to here)
Idea

Clarify

Support

Support

Clarify

Support

Support

Support

Clarify

Evaluate

Evaluate
& Com pare
Evaluate
& Com pare

Clarify

Support

Support

Support

Support

Support

Clarify

Clarify

& Com pare

Understanding Language
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Hand m otions
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Constructive Conversations in 9th ELA

IDEA
CLARIFY
Context

• Sheltered 9th grade English class

OK, so do we
And the stick bug look just like
The fish matches its color &
patterns to the sea bottom to hide tree branches to hide from birds fix our idea?
Yeah, but remember that What’s Oh yeah, like rabbits run fast
How are those
flat fish & the stick bug?
to get away from bobcats.
good examples?
that?

• Intermediate and early advanced
speakers.

And they do
What about adapting to get away
camouflage, too. from things that want to eat them?
A type of animal changes its body Eagles have good eyes to For
Tuna &
example? swordfish
over millions of years to get food. see little animals
When they look
like stuff to hide

What does adaptation
mean?

What are examples of
those adaptations?

And some fish swim really fast
to catch little fish.

Improving Conversations

D: We should be able to vote.
F: I agree. And drive cars around, you know, get licenses.
D: I drove my uncle’s car outside the city when I was 12.
F: Where’d you go?
D: On the roads by his house, but then into a pond.
F: Maybe you shouldn’t get a license yet.
Understanding Language

This Clip
• Prompt: “What do you think an important theme in this book is?”
• How do they clarify and support ideas? (“What does courage mean?”
“Can you elaborate on that?” “Can you give an example from another book? “How does
this apply to our life?”)

Idea Building Codes

1. Have students agree on an initial idea to put in
the middle of the paper.
2. Either student can then ask a clarify or support
S S S C C
question and then put a C for Clarify or S for Support
C S S C S
under the idea as a way to "build it up." The other
student clarifies or supports and also puts codes on his or her side.
3. They continue to talk and put codes under the idea to build it up. If it is an
argument, after building up both ideas (two organizers), they evaluate and
compare, placing small notes (or stickies) between them with E for Evaluate
on them. (Students can fold on the lines to show how they are built up.)
4. Both students should be prepared to describe the idea(s) and choices
Idea

I think the theme is forgive others.
I disagree with you.
Why?
Cuz it’s not fair. People should be punished.

• Some prompts are on the board

S S

L:
M:
L:
M:

• Focal conversation skill: supporting
your ideas with examples
from a text.

CS

Like army
clothes?

• Have read To Kill a Mockingbird
and Of Mice and Men

S

SUPPORT

Yeah. Adaptation helps animals to get food & not be food.

S

(And how do we decide if it’s built up enough?)
PROMPT: Why do animals adapt?

C
C

What does building an idea look like?

Build up the
first idea
first!!!!!!!
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Using the Idea Building Codes
PROM PT: Come to a
consensus with your
partner on why the
painter painted the
painting in this way: why
he included certain
figures, their composition,
postures, movements,
gazes. Include what the
painter wanted the viewer
to feel or think,
empathize, and learn from
the painting. Try to agree
on how accurate a
depiction you think this is
and why.

Using the Idea Building Codes
PROM PT: Come to a consensus and a clear explanation of where you think the mass of
trees (think Redwoods) comes from. Discuss why many people often get this answer
wrong.

First landing of Columbus on the shores of the New World, at San Salvador, W.I., Oct. 12th
1492. (1862) Dióscoro Puebla, Spanish painter

So where does a tree’s mass come from?
The 1648 potted willow experiment of Johannes Helmont is widely discussed in biology teaching
because it is the first known quantitative experiment in biology. He wrote, "But I have learned by this
handicraft-operation that all vegetables do immediately, and materially proceed out of the element
of water only. For I took an earthen vessel, in which I put 200 pounds of earth that had been dried in
a furnace, which I moystened with rainwater and I implanted therein the stem of a willow tree,
weighing five pounds; and five years being finished, the tree did weigh 169 pounds. And least the
dust that flew about should be co-mingled with the Earth, I covered the lip or mouth of the vessel
with an iron-plate covered with tin, and easily passable with many holes. I computed not the weight
of the leaves that fell off in the four Autumns. At length, I again dried the Earth of the vessel, and
there were found the same two hundred pounds, wanting about two ounces. Therefore 164 pounds
of Wood, Barks, and Roots, arose out of water only” (1622). And if the tree is using soil for its mass,
then there must be less soil around it. And yet, it turns out that if you ask new Harvard graduates this
question, the vast majority of them answer some variant of "It comes from the soil.” The answer, it
turns out, is blowing in the wind.
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Using the Idea Building Codes

Using the Idea Building Codes

PROM PT: Read the excerpt from Huckleberry Finn (Twain, 1885) and come to an agreement on what the most
important theme in the passage seems to be. M ake sure to clarify and support idea(s) along the way as you build or
choose your final main theme idea and prepare to present it to others.

Excerpt from The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain, 1885)
It made me shiver. And I about made up my mind to pray, and see if I couldn’t try to quit being the
kind of a boy I was and be better. So I kneeled down. But the words wouldn’t come. Why wouldn’t
they? It warn’t no use to try and hide it from Him. Nor from ME, neither. I knowed very well why
they wouldn’t come. It was because my heart warn’t right; it was because I warn’t square; it was
because I was playing double. I was letting ON to give up sin, but away inside of me I was holding on
to the biggest one of all. I was trying to make my mouth SAY I would do the right thing and the clean
thing, and go and write to Jim’s owner and tell where he was; but deep down in me I knowed it was
a lie, and He knowed it. You can’t pray a lie—I found that out.
So I was full of trouble, full as I could be; and didn’t know what to do. At last I had an idea; and I says,
I’ll go and write the letter—and then see if I can pray. Why, it was astonishing, the way I felt as light
as a feather right straight off, and my troubles all gone. So I got a piece of paper and a pencil, all glad
and excited, and set down and wrote: …....(text continues on handout)

Conversation Prompts

Suppose it takes the Almond River 8
months to fill a reservoir, by itself, and it
takes Belfair River 12 months to fill it,
on its own. If both are flowing into the
reservoir, how long will it take to fill it?

CONTACT INFO
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With your partner,
clarify what is happening,
estimate the answer, and
come up with two ways of solving it,
justifying ideas and choices along the way.
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Argument Balance Scale

ACTIVITY FOR SUPPORTING IDEAS:
ARGUMENT SCALE

Choose a side
and argue why it
“weighs more”

3-D Version
2D-Scale

Understanding Language
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