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the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.  

Ephesians 4:3 
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 August 27, 2017 We are the Israel of God 

 

One of the images God used for his people, the nation of Israel, was that of 
an olive tree which he had planted. 

“The LORD once called you ‘a green olive tree, beautiful with good fruit.’ 
But with the roar of a great tempest he will set fire to it, and its branches will 
be consumed. The LORD of hosts, who planted you, has decreed disaster 
against you, because of the evil that the house of Israel and the house of     
Judah have done, provoking me to anger by making offerings to 
Baal.” (Jeremiah 11:16-17 ESV) 

This image is taken from Psalm 52:8, where David describes himself as a 
green olive tree in the house of God. In Hosea 14:6 the nation of Israel after 
being restored to God following captivity is described as a beautiful olive tree 
with its shoots spread out. 

In Romans 11, Paul used this same metaphor to explain the relationship be-
tween Jews and Gentiles with God. The illustration is that there are two olive 
trees, a cultivated one (God’s people, Israel) and a wild one (the Gentiles). 
God has broken off some of the branches of his tree and grafted in branches 
from a wild olive tree. 

“But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive 
shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root 
of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remem-
ber it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you. Then 
you will say, ‘Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.’ That is 
true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast 
through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. For if God did not spare the 
natural branches, neither will he spare you” (Romans 11:17-21). 

(Continued on page 2) 



Announcements 
 

Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, 
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you 
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday 
Bible study at 7:00 pm. 

Jim Bryant will be speaking today. 

Be praying for our search for a minister, that one 
will be chosen that has a love for the Gospel and will 
always speak nothing but Your Word. 

 

Look Out for Your Brother 
 
I’m driving with this guy, and he runs right through a 

Stop sign. So I say, “Hey, that was a Stop sign.” And 
he says, “I drive like my brother!” 
A few blocks later, he plows right through a red 

light. I say, “You just ran a red light.” And he says, “I 
drive like my brother!” 
So now we’re coming up on a green light, and he 

slows down. I’m confused, so I say, “It’s green; why 
are you slowing down?” 
He says, “My brother might be coming.” 
 
Bulletin Digest 

This illustrates how God looks on all people. God selected the descendants of Jacob, the Israelites, to 
be his people. When the Messiah came, the majority of the Jews refused to accept him. As a result, 
God cut those “branches” off of his tree because they were no longer producing fruit. God then grafted 
in the wild olive branches, the Gentiles, who did accept Jesus. Those who are part of the tree are 
God’s people, Israel. 

One of the points that Paul was making was that the Jews were not totally rejected – if they would   
accept Jesus they could be grafted back into God’s tree and once again take their place in God’s tree. 
This shows both the kindness and the severity of God. 

“Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s 
kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. And even 
they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in 
again. For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into 
a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own 
olive tree” (Romans 11:22-24). 

We can see from this illustration how important it is to become a Christian and be part of God’s tree. 
If we are not part of God’s tree, we will receive God’s severity. Cut-off, dead limbs serve no purpose 
but to be burned. 

Sometimes we hear of Christians being referred to as “the new Israel.” I’ve searched through the Bible 
but cannot find this phrase ever used. What I do find is that when we become a Christian we are graft-
ed into God’s Israel. We become God’s people, just as the nation of Israel was at one time. We are the 
Israel of God. 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017  Jon Galloway 
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Holiness is a big deal 

 

In God’s eyes, holiness is the goal. Without it, we are nothing and can go nowhere, spiritually. “Pursue peace with 
everyone, and holiness, for without it no one will see the Lord” Heb 12.14. Holiness is the basic condition for see-
ing the Lord. It arises out of Christ’s sacrifice for us, so it is not strange to read this statement in the book of He-
brews. The Lord makes the effort effective. But without the effort there is no change and no chance of a future 
with him. 

“Seeing the Lord” is an expression that means to participate in his eternal life, a “gift of the end-time” (Thompson 
1971, 168). The author of Hebrews may be echoing Jesus’ words, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 
God” Mt 5.8. This future vision “metaphorically refers in this case to being admitted into intimate and blessed fel-
lowship with God in His future kingdom” (Taylor 1967, 163). 

Holiness means to be like God. The great message of Leviticus, carried forward to the New Testament, is, “I am 
the Lord your God and you are to sanctify yourselves and be holy because I am holy” Lev 11.44. Peter quotes it, 

Like obedient children, do not comply with the evil urges you used to follow 
in your ignorance, but, like the Holy One who called you, become holy 
yourselves in all of your conduct, for it is written, “You shall be holy, 
because I am holy” 1 Pet 1.14-16. 

In the same way, Peter associates God’s virtue with man’s, in his second let-
ter. After mentioning the Lord’s “glory and virtue” 2Pet 1.3, virtue is the first 
characteristic mentioned that Christians should add to their faith, 2Pet 1.5. By 
this connection Peter indicates that our virtue is a reflection and imitation of 
God’s and of Christ’s. 

Virtue is moral excellence or moral courage. It is being what one should be. In God’s case, it is his glory, majesty 
and sovereign activity (Donaldson 1988, 993). In man’s case, he should be in the likeness of Christ (Green 1983, 
64). 

Pursuing holiness is the way to fellowship with God. Anything which interferes with this goal must be discarded. 

R. Kent Hughes’s comments about lust in King David’s life can be extended generally to sin in the life of the fol-
lower of Christ. 

When we are in the grip of lust, the reality of God fades. The longer King David leered [at Bathshe-
ba], the less real God became to him. Not only was his awareness of God diminished, but David lost 
awareness of who he himself was—his holy call, his frailty, and the certain consequences of sin. This 
is what lust does! It has done it millions of times. God disappears to lust-glazed eyes (Hughes 2001, 
25). 

If we want to see God, the passions of this life must be abandoned. 

 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 J. Randal Matheny 

If we want to see God, 
the passions of this life 
must be abandoned. 



Service timeS 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study  9:00am 
Worship  10:00am 
Evening  5:00pm 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

Bible Study  7:00pm 
 
 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!  

 
Psalms 133:1 

The process for becoming a Christian is 
the same as it was over 2000 years ago! 
To become a Christian, one must: 
 

Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17 
 

Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6 
 

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3 
 

Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10 
 

Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38 
 

Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10 
 

None of these alone will make you a 
Christian. These commands are from 
God and must be obeyed from the heart 
to become a Christian. 

 
 

August Birthdays 
 

Ronnie Taylor 8/1 
Lily Robinson 8/6 

Jerry Brewer 8/8 
McKenley Cleveland 8/21 

Rajama Johnson 8/30 
 

August Anniversaries 
 

Prayer List 
 
 
 

Paula Wanner  Dianne Vandagriff 
Cassie Tierce  Kathy Alexander 
Phillip Pharr  Stephanie Vandagriff 
Stephanie Moore Margie Pharr 
Ellie Sander  Brenda Jourdan 
Lou Dodson  Lynn Sander   
Tim Denson  Jim Johnson 
Jimmy Searcy Tim Brown 
Christy Hickox Henry Vandagriff 
Susan Vandagriff Jo Vandagriff  
Patsy Wanner Ken Saylors 
John Johnson  Cheryl Pardue 
Kenneth Orrick Brenda Leatherwood  
Barbara White Fred Albers 
Brenda Strickland 
  
 

Sympathy 
Gaddy family 

Floyd family 


