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When Slavery is a Good Thing

MINISTER
Slavery. The mere mention of the word evokes emotions of the deepest sort, none of
them positive. The thought of one group forcibly taking the innocent from their
homes and families, chaining them up like dogs, and subjecting them to merciless
physical and mental abuse is repugnant to sensible people, and rightly so.
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Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

Why, then, would the apostle Paul use the language of slavery in describing his relationship with Jesus? Here are his words, “Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ
Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers
and deacons” (Philippians 1:1).
The term Paul used – bondservant – means exactly that. It refers to one who has relinquished all rights of self-governance and is wholly in subjection to another.
While we might naturally try to shy away from the term, there is no need in this
case. The relationship of Jesus to Christians is nothing like the master/slave relationship that we normally think of.
Consider: (1) the subjection of an individual to Jesus is purely voluntary. He does
not force people to follow him against their wills. Everyone has the ability to choose
whether or not he follows Jesus (Rom. 6:16-18; Rev. 22:17). (2) Jesus is neither
harsh nor mean to his subjects. He affirmed, “My yoke is easy and my burden is
light” (Matt. 11:30). The commands of God “are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3). To
submit to Jesus is to submit to one “gentle and humble in heart” (Matt. 11:29). It is
to submit to a master who allowed himself to be beaten and crucified in the place of
his servants (1 Pet. 2:21-24). Indeed, the Christian is the beneficiary of being the
slave of Jesus.
Eddie Parrish
Bedford, TX
Bulletin Digest

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Ron Deaton will be speaking today.
Be praying for our search for a minister, that one
will be chosen that has a love for the Gospel and will
always speak nothing but Your Word.
Bear Stuffing Oct. 10th.
Pinevale Food Pantry Drive – This week is Canned
pasta-ravioli/spaghettios/etc. Last week was Ziploc bags– gallon/quart & sandwich sizes. All
goods collected will be picked up sometime around
the first part of October. Date to be determined later.

Does God Hear Your Voice?
What better way to begin one’s day than in communion with
God? I know that mornings can be among the busiest parts of the
day, especially if you do what I do too often – keep hitting the
snooze button until I end up in a mad scramble to get out of the
house on time. But I have learned that on those mornings when I
get up early (having made a commitment the night before to go
to bed at a decent hour), and spend some time with God, my day
goes so much better.
David seems to have figured this out long before I did. He said,
“My voice You shall hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning I will direct it to You, and I will look up” (Psalm 5:3). In
morning prayer you can find strength for today’s challenges and
forgiveness for yesterday’s sins, because His mercies are “new
every morning” (Lam. 3:22-23).
Will God hear your voice tomorrow morning?
Eddie Parrish
Bedford, TX

How We Are to Love Others
We can see division and dislike for others in our society. The challenge to love others may exist in our community, workplace, or family for one reason or another. Scripture accurately and carefully guides us when it
comes to how we are to love others.
How can we love? Galatians 5:13 says, “For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty
as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” We love by serving others! We are striving to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We know the lost doesn’t care how much we know until they know
how much we care. Our care for others is reflected in our actions.
How do we love our enemies? Matthew 5:44 says, “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.” We are not
to be abused, harmed, or intimidated by those we oppose morally or socially. But we must strive to show love
to those who we oppose us or disagree with us!
How can we express love for others? First Corinthians 13:4-7 says, “Love suffers long and is kind, love does
not envy, love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not
provoke, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in truth, bears all things, endures all things.”
We express love by being patient, staying away from evil (sin), and overcoming barriers that may prevent us
from loving others.
How can we reflect God’s love? First John 4:12 says, “No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.” When we love others, we demonstrate our love to
the One who created all of us!
Allen Jones
Glasgow, KY
Bulletin Digest

True love

In the upper room, Jesus gave the apostles a new commandment, to love each other. “A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35 ESV).
This new commandment is echoed throughout the letters written by the apostles and writers. John expands on it in
his first letter, telling us what love is and what love is not.
In the middle of a lengthy discussion about the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, Paul talks about the need for love (1
Corinthians 13). You can speak in all the languages known by men (or even angels), have God’s word revealed so
that you understand and know everything, and even live a sacrificial life to the point of giving your physical life,
yet if love isn’t present then these things count as nothing. They are worthless! Love is that important!
But what does this love look like? This love is seen in our lives, in how we live everyday and especially in how we
treat each other. Notice how Paul described the love we are to have as Christians.
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice
at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends” (1 Corinthians
13:4-8).
No wonder Jesus could say that if those around us saw us living this way, they
would know that we are his disciples! But how many Christians do you really
see that are like this? My experience is that there are very few.

It

The type of love Paul
described that we are to
have never ends.

When there are problems in congregations, it almost always goes back to a lack of love. Christians frequently
aren’t patient, especially with each other. How many times have we seen problems because individuals insisted on
something having to be done their way? Do we know Christians who are irritable or resentful? How many times
have we been happy when someone failed or did something wrong? Do we always rejoice with the truth?
The last four qualities that Paul lists probably hits us all. Do we really bear all things? Or do we get angry when
someone does something different? Do we really believe all things? Or do we treat what Christians tell us with
suspicion? Do we really hope all things? Or do we think nothing good will ever happen and are against anything
someone suggests? Do we really endure all things? Or when things don’t go our way we end up becoming angry,
irritable, and resentful?
The type of love Paul described that we are to have never ends. And this is the love we are to have for each other
as Christians.
Do we really want peace and harmony in the family of Christians where we are? Then we need to learn what love,
true love, is all about. It isn’t about people being nice to us. It is about how we treat those around us. It is about
being like Jesus. “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another”
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Jon Galloway

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.
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September Birthdays
Janey Dees 9/20
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