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 October 29, 2017 What Do We See? 

 

There are so many different doctrines on how to get to heaven, it makes one wonder 
what people actually see when they read the Bible. 

...What do you see when you read Peter’s answer to those on the Day of Pentecost 
who asked what to do to be saved, and he told them to “Repent and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ”? (Acts 2:38). 

...What do you see when you read what Jesus said in Luke 13:3, “I tell you no: but 
unless you repent you will all likewise perish”? 

...What do you see when you read Matthew 10:32 that says we must confess Jesus 
before men? 

...What do you think the writer of Hebrews meant when he penned, “He [Jesus]   
became the author of eternal salvation to all who OBEY Him”? (Hebrews 5:9). 

Yet, in spite of these and many other verses in the Bible that tell us what to do to 
gain eternal life in heaven, the answer given by many is that we only have to 
“accept Jesus into our heart” - which is not found in the pages of God’s Word. 

Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah, saying. “Hearing you will hear and not understand, 
and seeing you will see and not perceive; For the hearts of this people have grown 
dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, and their eyes they have closed lest they should 
see with their eyes and hear with their ears, lest they should understand with their 
hearts and turn, so that I could heal them" (Matt. 13:14,15). 

What do we see and perceive when we read God’s Word? 

John K. Wills 
Owingsville, KY 

Bulletin Digest 



Announcements 
 

Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, 
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you 
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday 
Bible study at 7:00 pm. 

Ron Deaton will be speaking today. 

Be praying for our search for a minister, that one 
will be chosen that has a love for the Gospel and will 
always speak nothing but Your Word. 

Next Sunday Aaron Seiler will be here trying out. 
 

Guilty of Being Vague 
 

A defendant isn’t happy with how things 
are going in court, so he gives the judge a 

hard time. 
Judge: “ Where do you work?”  
Defendant: “ Here and there.”  

Judge: “ What do you do for a living?”  
Defendant: “ This and that.”  

Judge: “ Take him away.”  
Defendant: “ Wait; when will I get 

out?” 
Judge: “ Sooner or later.”  

Recalibrating ourselves 

Self-centeredness, rudeness and keeping a list of failures might be expected from a dog-eat-dog world. Howev-
er, what happens when those who profess Christ and have made a commitment to “do unto others what you 
would have them do unto you” repeatedly treat us in unloving ways? The disappointment and frustration can 
be even greater. 

Thoughts like, “they know better” and “they should not be so unkind,” can eat away at our peace releasing an-
ger and bitterness. What can we do? 

We might need to recalibrate our thinking. Before taking any action, the need exists to have the proper goals in 
mind. Remembering the following truths could assist in a spiritual realignment. 

 We can not make another person be considerate, even if they know they should. They must choose to love. 
 Expecting people to treat us as they ought creates a prescription for resentment. 
 Focusing on how others behave can sidetrack our service to God. 
 Remembering those times when we failed to seek another’s well being can empower forgiving others. 
 Since we can only control what we do, what matters is our motivation and behavior. 
While we won’t always be able to inspire or lead others toward greater demonstrations of love, we can always 
stop the spread of unkindness by refusing to reciprocate or pass it on. We can always make a difference. 
 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Barry Newton 



The gospel is for all 
 

Reading through the New Testament, we find a controversy that seemed to plague the first Christians. It centered 
around whether a Gentile (someone who was not a Jew) could be a Christian and also how they became a Chris-
tian. The Jews took great pride in the covenant they had with God, represented by circumcision – they often re-
ferred to everyone else as the “uncircumcised” – and wanted to require Gentiles to be circumcised before being 
baptized. Although this might be difficult for those of us living 2,000 years later to comprehend, it is important to 
see how this impacted these first Christians. 

Jesus stated quite clearly that the gospel was for everyone. He told his followers: “Go into all the world and pro-
claim the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not be-
lieve will be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16 ESV). 

Although this statement is very definitive, it was around ten years before the Jewish Christians began to tell non-
Jews about Jesus. Peter had to be convinced through a vision that it was proper for him to not only go into a Gen-
tile’s home but to teach and baptize them (see Acts 10-11). Paul and Barnabas worked in Antioch for several years 
teaching both Jews and Gentiles the good news of Jesus (see Acts 11). 

But all was not well. Jewish Christians began to question whether or not accepting Gentiles as Christians was cor-
rect. So Paul and Barnabas made a trip to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles. 

“But from those who were influential (whatever they were makes no difference 
to me; God shows no favoritism between people) – those influential leaders 
added nothing to my message. On the contrary, when they saw that I was en-
trusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised just as Peter was to the circum-
cised (for he who empowered Peter for his apostleship to the circumcised also 
empowered me for my apostleship to the Gentiles) and when James, Cephas, 
and John, who had a reputation as pillars, recognized the grace that had been 
given to me, they gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of fellowship, agree-
ing that we would go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. They requested on-
ly that we remember the poor, the very thing I also was eager to do” (Galatians 2:6-10 NET). 

That should have settled it: Paul and Barnabas were recognized as not only teaching the right message but that they 
should go to the Gentiles while Peter would concentrate on the Jews. 

Yet very soon after this, the problem came in full force to the Christians in Antioch. Peter was visiting and had full 
fellowship with all the Christians there. But when some of the Jewish Christians arrived from Jerusalem “he 
stopped doing this and separated himself because he was afraid of those who were pro-circumcision” (Galatians 
2:12). This even led other Jewish Christians to also separate from the non-Jewish Christians to the extent that 
“even Barnabas was led astray with them by their hypocrisy” (Galatians 2:13). 

What was Paul to do? “But when I saw that they were not behaving consistently with the truth of the gospel, I said 
to Cephas in front of them all, ‘If you, although you are a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you 
try to force the Gentiles to live like Jews?’” (Galatians 2:14). 

What is the lesson for us? The gospel is for everyone! 

There are always some in our society who are excluded because they are different. They are often ignored or even 
shunned – and sometimes by those who are Christians. It matters not the color of our skin, our ethnic background, 
or what country people are from – everyone needs to hear the good news of Jesus. 

This is the mission Jesus has given us: to tell everyone about him. May we be faithful to our commission. 
 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Jon Galloway 

Jesus stated quite 
clearly that the gospel 
was for everyone.  



Service timeS 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study  9:00am 
Worship  10:00am 
Evening  5:00pm 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

Bible Study  7:00pm 
 
 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!  

 
Psalms 133:1 

The process for becoming a Christian is 
the same as it was over 2000 years ago! 
To become a Christian, one must: 
 

Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17 
 

Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6 
 

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3 
 

Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10 
 

Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38 
 

Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10 
 

None of these alone will make you a 
Christian. These commands are from 
God and must be obeyed from the heart 
to become a Christian. 

 
 

October Birthdays 
 

Aly Williams 10/3 
Barry Wren 10/10 

Joey Moore 10/15 
Jerry Dees 10/17 

Braxton Cleveland 10/24 
Jeffrey Higginbottom 10/28 

Glenda Williams 10/28 
 

October Anniversaries 
 

Mallory & Brad 10/21 
Steve & Michelle 10/25 

Prayer List 
 
 
 

Paula Wanner  Dianne Vandagriff 
Cassie Tierce  Kathy Alexander 
Phillip Pharr  Betty Moore  
Stephanie Moore Barbara Trollinger 
Ellie Sander  John Johnson  
Lou Dodson  Lynn Sander   
Tim Denson  Jim Johnson 
Jimmy Searcy Barbara White 
Christy Hickox Brenda Leatherwood  
Susan Vandagriff Kenneth Orrick 
Patsy Wanner Henry Vandagriff 
Christian Harris Linda Parker 
David Alexander Brenda Labinsky 
Ralph Montgomery 
  
  
 

Sympathy 
 


