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“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I 
press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me” (Philippians 
3:12 NIV). 

At one of the seminars I held in South Asia, a preacher told me of the money his 
congregation was saving for a modest church building. They needed about $1,500 
and had accumulated almost half of that over two to three years of effort. He knew it 
would still take considerable time to complete the task, yet his joy and enthusiasm at 
their progress so far was palpable. 

We live in a culture of immediate gratification. People are overwhelmed with debt 
because they are unwilling to wait for what they want. Why watch an old-style tele-
vision when one may charge a big flat screen HD set to his credit card and begin 
watching immediately? It is only after struggling to pay out of control bills that we 
learn that waiting may have been better after all. 

There are blessings available to those who place their trust in Jesus which may be 
enjoyed as soon as they become obedient to his word. Freedom from guilt and 
shame, the fellowship of loving Christians, access to God through prayer – these are 
but a few of the “Every spiritual blessing[s] [which are] in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). 
These, and others, are bestowed without delay. 

Much of the Christian’s reward, however, is not immediate. Jesus exhorted his fol-
lowers to “store up for yourselves treasure in heaven, where moth and rust do not 
destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 6:20). To store up suggests 
investments or deposits which will produce dividends in the future. Faith, obedi-
ence, and righteousness now will be rewarded by eternal salvation in the end 
(Romans 2:5-10). 

Paul spoke of such delayed gratification in Philippians 3:1-16. He gave up much 
from his former achievements as a Jew and Pharisee in order that he might gain 
more in Christ. But he insisted that he was not yet finished in his quest and had by 
no means attained his full reward. He was still diligent in his efforts in order to fi-
nally “win the prize.” 

There are important rewards to such diligence. First, there is the reward of hope. 
(Continued on page 2) 



Announcements 
 

Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, 
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you 
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday 
Bible study at 7:00 pm. 

Aaron Seiler will be speaking today. 

Be praying for our search for a minister, that one 
will be chosen that has a love for the Gospel and will 
always speak nothing but Your Word. 

 

Whosoever Will 
 
In Matthew 8:2, a leper knelt before Jesus and said, 
“Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” Jesus re-
sponded by saying, “I will; be clean” (Matt. 8:3). In-
deed, Jesus was willing to do a great deal. He was 
willing to leave the glory of Heaven (Phil. 2:6-8). He 
was willing to be humiliated (Isa. 53:3). He was will-
ing to die in our place (Isa. 53:12). 

Now, the question is posed to us: Are we willing? 
Are we willing to die to self and live for Him (Matt. 
16:24; Gal. 2:20)? Are we willing to love others as 
ourselves (Matt. 22:39)? 
“And let him who is athirst come. And whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely” (Rev. 
22:17). Are you willing?  
 

Bart Warren 

Glasgow, KY   

Bulletin Digest 

Life is always enhanced by the expectation of progress. When we see no promise of better things ahead we be-
come discouraged, depressed, and convicted of failure. That is fatal physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 
Only when we live with confidence in the future, based not on ourselves but on God’s promises, can we con-
tinue to face difficulties with confidence. 

Secondly, continued efforts to achieve take our attention off of past failures. Try, try and try again is not just a 
platitude. Thomas Edison famously said of his many failed experiments to produce a light bulb, “I now know 
10,000 ways it cannot be done.” To him, an effort without positive results was not a failure. There was always 
something to be learned. 

Thirdly, when we join others in similar efforts we benefit from shared strengths and experiences. After Paul 
first described his search for perfection he then said, “Join with others in following my example and take note 
of those who live according to the pattern we gave you” (Philippians 3:17). We are not the only ones who face 
strong challenges. We are not the only ones with problems. Many others have faced similar difficulties and 
have succeeded. We are comforted and made stronger by their companionship. 

It is humbling to face the reality that we are not perfect. It is encouraging to realize that others also have faults 
but continue to try to improve. As the little boy was said to have pleaded, “Be patient, God is not finished with 
me yet.” 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Michael Brooks 
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We are all sons of God 
 

“For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through faith. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male 
nor female – for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descend-
ants, heirs according to the promise” (Galatians 3:26-29 NET). 

What a great privilege we have to be sons of God! The idea of being a “son” of God is no mere accident nor is it 
discriminatory. In fact, this was a very liberating concept! In most societies, up until fairly recently, it was the sons 
– the male descendants – who inherited. Yet in Christ, we all inherit, no matter who we are, through faith. We are 
all sons! 

It is through faith that we are “sons of God.” But to be a son we must be “in Christ Jesus.” How do we get into 
Christ? The apostle gives us the answer: “all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.” Think about this for a few seconds. If I put on my coat, I get into my coat and I am then in my coat. If I do 
not put on the coat I cannot be said to be in the coat. And it works the same with being in Christ. Baptism – immer-
sion in water for the forgiveness of our sins – is the way we put on Jesus. We are then “in him.” And if we are in 
him we are sons of God. Perhaps we can begin to see how important baptism is because it is the way we put on 
Jesus. 

The Jewish Talmuds recorded a morning prayer and dawn blessing that Jewish 
men in the first century would pray: “Blessed are you O God, King of the Uni-
verse, who has not created me a goy (Gentile), a slave, or a woman.” In to-
day’s society, we would shudder to hear such a prayer! 

But in Christ, these distinctions disappear. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female – for all of you 
are one in Christ Jesus.” Can it be a total coincidence that the very things the Jew- ish 
men prided themselves in are the very things that disappear because of Jesus? When God looks at us, he doesn’t 
see all the various distinctions that humans have erected. He simply sees those who are his sons, clothed with 
Christ, and those who are outside of Christ. 

If we belong to Jesus, if we are sons, we are heirs – we inherit! Paul expanded this idea in Galatians 4, contrasting 
the heir and a slave. “And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, who calls ‘Abba! 
Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if you are a son, then you are also an heir through 
God” (Galatians 4:6-7). 

The Jews also took great pride in being a physical descendant of Abraham. God gave his promise and covenant to 
Abraham and his “seed”. The Jews thought this made them God’s exclusive people. Yet they overlooked that God 
was referring to one particular descendant through whom everyone in the world would be blessed. And that de-
scendant was Christ (see Galatians 3:16-18). If we are “in Christ” then we are also a descendant of Abraham and 
we are heirs of the promise of God! 

What a great privilege it is to be sons of God! Let us not look down on anyone because of who they are, their back-
ground, or their economic status. None of that matters as far as salvation is concerned. Jesus is the great equalizer! 
We are all one in him. 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Jon Galloway 

If we belong to Jesus, if 
we are sons, we are 
heirs – we inherit!  



Service timeS 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study  9:00am 
Worship  10:00am 
Evening  5:00pm 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

Bible Study  7:00pm 
 
 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!  

 
Psalms 133:1 

The process for becoming a Christian is 
the same as it was over 2000 years ago! 
To become a Christian, one must: 
 

Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17 
 

Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6 
 

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3 
 

Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10 
 

Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38 
 

Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10 
 

None of these alone will make you a 
Christian. These commands are from 
God and must be obeyed from the heart 
to become a Christian. 

 
 

November Birthdays 
Wil Williams  11/5 

Doris Johnson  11/18 
 

November Anniversaries 
Joey & Sherry  11/24 

Prayer List 
 
 
 

Paula Wanner  Dianne Vandagriff 
Cassie Tierce  Kathy Alexander 
Phillip Pharr  Betty Moore  
Stephanie Moore Barbara Trollinger 
Ellie Sander  John Johnson  
Lou Dodson  Lynn Sander   
Tim Denson  Jim Johnson 
Jimmy Searcy Barbara White 
Christy Hickox Brenda Leatherwood  
Susan Vandagriff Kenneth Orrick 
Patsy Wanner Henry Vandagriff 
Christian Harris Linda Parker 
David Alexander Brenda Labinsky 
Ralph Montgomery Debra Wren 
Doris Vandagriff Willa Dean Thomas  
  
 

Sympathy 
 


