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SERVICE TIMES

Show, don’t tell
“Show, don’t tell.” This basic principle rules the writing world. It makes life easier,
also. To teach a man to fish, he must see you fishing. Personal-development guru
Anthony Robbins wrote in his 1991 book, Awaken the Giant W ithin,
If you’re not sure how to get yourself out of pain and to feel pleasure as
a replacement to your smoking, drinking, worrying, or other undesirable emotion or behavior, you can simply find the answers by modeling
people who have turned things around for themselves. Find people
who have made the lasting changes; I guarantee you’ll find that they
had an alternative to replace the old behavior (p. 135).
The Bible both tells and shows. It communicates the message of truth and gives us
visual lessons, both positive and negative, on how to be holy. Examples abound
from beginning to end. All the great virtues shine in flesh-and-blood people
throughout the pages of Scripture.
After a chapter chock-full of examples of faith down through the centuries, the author of the book of Hebrews offers his readers some models in their own midst.
“Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering
the result of their conduct, imitate their faith” Hebrews 13.7 NASB. As the NJB
puts it, “take their faith as your model.”
First, the readers needed to remember and consider. The writer calls them to focus
on their spiritual guides, possibly those people who had evangelized them. They had
seen living role models who did what they needed to do, who got where they needed
to arrive. They mustn’t forget them in the midst of intense persecution. Such examples show the way forward and out.
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These successful examples reached the positive result in their lives that the readers
needed to establish as well. The result or outcome of these guides meant their victory of faith. Perhaps they surrendered their lives as martyrs. At the least, they remained faithful to Christ throughout all the challenges and sufferings they faced.

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

What was the faith that these guides lived out? It was centered in Christ. “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever!” Hebrews 13.8. The one who
takes the constant Jesus as model himself becomes constant. Based on Jesus’ constancy, the writer makes a mirrored appeal: “Through him then let us continually
(Continued on page 2)

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Evan Cox will be speaking today.
Be praying for our search for a minister, that one
will be chosen that has a love for the Gospel and will
always speak nothing but Your Word.

About Purity

How is a young person to stay pure? This is a
question that David asks in Psalms 119:9. We
find the answer there as well; by taking heed
according to the Word of God, or through living by the Word. We must follow the rules that
are found there. We must know the rules. We
must share these teachings and standards with
others. We must, as the Psalmist says, “write
them on our hearts” in order to keep from sinning against the Lord. How pure are you? Is
this something you are struggling with? If so,
perhaps you need to apply the Word of God!
Jeremy Gargis
Lawrenceburg, TN
BulletinDigest.com

(Continued from page 1)

offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, acknowledging his name” Hebrews 13.15. The
verbal sacrifice here may well correspond to the teaching of the message of the original guides “who spoke the
word of God” to them and evangelized them.
Christ’s blessed sameness contrasts with “all sorts of strange teachings” which threaten to carry the converts
away from the Lord, Hebrews 13.9. Faithfulness centers in staying with him who is constant and remains forever. In their successful guides, the readers could see the sameness of Christ.
How does imitating the example of others differ from the divisive attitude of saying “I am for Paul”? 1 Corinthians 1.12. Some have said we should never imitate others, only Christ. But in the same letter in which Paul
condemned following men, he said, “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ” 1 Corinthians 11.1. Here
he spills the secret. Those who imitate the Lord become examples worthy of imitation, 1 Thessalonians 1.6-7.
In what is probably the worst chapter division in the Bible, between 1Corinthians 10 and 11, Paul had identified the specific quality worthy of imitation in himself and in Christ: “… I also try to please everyone in all
things. I do not seek my own benefit, but the benefit of many, so that they may be saved” 1 Corinthians 10.33.
Paul’s example corresponds exactly to that of the guides of the Hebrews readers. They evangelized and spoke
God’s word for people’s salvation. So the Hebrews writer calls his readers not only to faithfulness, but to the
fulfillment of their mission as well. Success in faith results when we concern ourselves not only with our salvation, but with that of others.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 J. Randal Matheny

How can we have unity?

Before he was betrayed, Jesus spent time in prayer for both himself and his followers (see John 17). He prayed for
the men he had chosen and even for those who would believe through their work. His concern was for unity among
his followers.
He prayed, “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may
all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe
that you have sent me” (John 17:20-21 ESV). Sadly, unity at times seems to allude Christians. Perhaps that is why
so few today believe in Jesus.
When Paul wrote to the Christians in Ephesus, he spent the first half of the letter writing about all that God has
done for us, for those who are in Christ. In the second part of the letter, he detailed what Christians should be doing in response to what God has done for them. And he began by emphasizing the unity we must have if we are in
Christ.
“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:1-3).
This unity that we are to have as Christians is not a unity that we create – this
is the unity that the Spirit has already created and provided for us. We are to
make sure this unity continues. This is something that we desire, that we are
eager to maintain. If we have unity we can live in peace with each other. But
how do we have this kind of unity? Paul mentions two things that are necessary to maintain unity with each other.

Christians also must
have the right attitude
toward each other.

It would seem obvious that if we are to have unity that we must have the same beliefs. In Ephesians 4:4-6 Paul detailed seven areas on which we must be united: “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the
one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all.” On these seven items, we must have unity – and all of these are explained throughout
the pages of scripture.
But we can all believe the right things and still not be united. Just because we have our teaching and beliefs in line
with God’s word does not mean that we will have unity.
Not only must we be united on God’s word, Christians also must have the right attitude toward each other. Paul
wrote that we are to “bear with one another in love.” To do this we must have humility, gentleness, patience, and
love. But what exactly does it mean to “bear with one another”?
This is not a phrase we often use in everyday speech. Here is how another version translated it: “…showing tolerance for one another in love…” (Ephesians 4:2 NASB). We must be showing tolerance for other people. Another
way of saying that is that we must “put up with each other.” The vast majority of conflicts between Christians are
not over teaching and beliefs but are a result of some showing little tolerance for others who are in some way different from them.
If Christians could realize that not everyone will be exactly like them and learn to tolerate these differences, as
well as basing their beliefs on God’s word, then unity can be a reality. After all, is this not what being a part of the
body is about? (See Ephesians 4:15-16.) If we are united, then perhaps those around us, as they see our lives reflecting Jesus, will believe that he is the one God sent to save the world.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Jon Galloway

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
November Birthdays

Paula Wanner

Dianne Vandagriff

Cassie Tierce

Kathy Alexander

Phillip Pharr

Betty Moore

Stephanie Moore

Barbara Trollinger

Ellie Sander

John Johnson

November Anniversaries

Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

Joey & Sherry 11/24

Tim Denson

Jim Johnson

Jimmy Searcy

Barbara White

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Vandagriff

Kenneth Orrick

Patsy Wanner

Henry Vandagriff

Christian Harris

Linda Parker

David Alexander

Brenda Labinsky

Wil Williams 11/5
Doris Johnson 11/18

Ralph Montgomery Debra Wren
Doris Vandagriff

Willa Dean Thomas

Sympathy

