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Giving thanks

MINISTER

“In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1
Thessalonians 5:18 NKJV).
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SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
Sun. Morn. Worship.10:00am
Sunday Evening……..5:00pm
Wed. Evening…...7:00pm

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

When I first began traveling to South Asia I was told that there was, until recently,
no word in their languages for “thank you.” The word, “Dhanyabhad” had been invented during the period of British control and is now shared by several south Asian
peoples to express gratitude. But until that occurred there was little thanksgiving
acknowledged.
Generally speaking, if a culture lacks a word in their language for a thing (whether
tangible or intangible) that thing is unknown to, or at least unused by, them. If they
don’t say “thank you,” it is safe to conclude that gratitude is not a valued emotion.
I found that somewhat shocking. I guess I had always assumed that gratitude was an
innate human attribute that could be encouraged or discouraged as one matured, but
that we all at least started out with the instinct to feel it. Evidently, that is not the
case. There are people in increasing numbers, and whole cultures, where it is virtually unknown for someone to express appreciation to another. The idea of a holiday
dedicated to giving thanks is unique to western civilization. Others in the world do
not celebrate it and perhaps have never conceived of it as a thing to be treasured.
That leads to the question, why do we feel grateful? One reason that applies to many
of us is that it is a taught virtue. The Bible commands us to give thanks for everything. But we are not to think of it as simply a ritualistic duty. Rather, we are to feel
grateful to God because of his love for us and the tremendous blessings he has bestowed upon us. As the Psalmist urged:
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to you name, O
Most High; . . . For you, Lord, have made me glad through your
work” (Psalm 92:1, 4).
To further describe the source of gratitude we must recognize two foundations for it.
First is the recognition of having received blessings. Good has been done for us, or
some good thing has been given to us. We are blessed, therefore we are thankful. If
our attitude towards life is expressed through criticism and complaint, we are not
likely to feel gratitude. If things are not good for us; if we are in bad conditions,
why should we say “thank you?” Only when we know we are blessed will gratitude
(Continued on page 2)

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Ron Deaton will be speaking today.
Be praying for our search for a minister, that one
will be chosen that has a love for the Gospel and will
always speak nothing but Your Word.

Whosoever Will
In Matthew 8:2, a leper knelt before Jesus and said,
“Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” Jesus responded by saying, “I will; be clean” (Matt. 8:3). Indeed, Jesus was willing to do a great deal. He was
willing to leave the glory of Heaven (Phil. 2:6-8). He
was willing to be humiliated (Isa. 53:3). He was willing to die in our place (Isa. 53:12).
Now, the question is posed to us: Are we willing?
Are we willing to die to self and live for Him (Matt.
16:24; Gal. 2:20)? Are we willing to love others as
ourselves (Matt. 22:39)?
“And let him who is athirst come. And whosoever
will, let him take the water of life freely” (Rev.
22:17). Are you willing?
Bart Warren
Glasgow, KY

(Continued from page 1)

follow.
The second foundation for thanksgiving is the acknowledgment of dependence. I have always remembered the
beginning of the movie Shenandoah. The family is at table preparing to eat dinner, and the father offers a
thanksgiving prayer. As I recall it was something like this,
Lord we are sitting in a house that we built, about to eat food which we grew and prepared. But
Lord we thank you anyway.”
We, like the father from Shenandoah, are prone to take credit for all that we have or have achieved. It is our
talent and hard work that enables us to have a place to live and food to eat. If someone does give us anything, it
is no more than we deserve. We have a sense of entitlement – others are indebted to us rather than the other
way around.
That is a warped, inaccurate assessment of our condition. The truth is that it is God who “has given us all
things that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). He “gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness” (Acts 14:17).
Jesus taught his disciples: “When you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do’ ” (Luke 17: 10).
We can do nothing by ourselves. We build on the foundation laid by others. We receive as blessings those
things created by almighty God. This week and always, let us give thanks for everything.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Michael Brooks

Cleansing our temple
“The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found those who were
selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, he drove
them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold the pigeons, ‘Take these things away; do not make my Father’s
house a house of trade.’ His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume
me.’” (John 2:13–17 ESV)
This event seems out of character for Jesus. It is quite a violent scene: animals driven out of the temple courtyard,
coins scattered, tables overturned, people ordered to pack up and leave.
John recorded this at the beginning of his account of Jesus’ life. Matthew, Mark, and Luke record an event that is
very similar at the end of his life, at the beginning of the week that would climax in his crucifixion. Scholar’s debate whether this is one event or two. As Jesus did many things more than once, if there were two events they
would make good “bookends” for Jesus’ public time of teaching and healing. Whatever the case, John does establish that this took place at the beginning of Jesus’ teaching by including a time-frame: it was 46 years after Herod
began the improvements to the temple. Historians tell us that this began around 19 BC, which would place this
event as being in 27 AD.
But why did Jesus do this? It really was quite simple. These traders had turned
a place of worship into a common market-place. Although it might seem that
they were providing a service by selling animals for sacrifices and having a
place to exchange local coinage for what would be accepted at the temple, in
reality, it was all about profit. The place where people were to give glory to
God had become a place where people could get rich by charging extortionate
prices. The priests became very wealthy as a result of this trade.

An immense price was
paid to buy us back
from sin and its hold
over us.

When questioned as to why he was doing this, Jesus replied: “‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it
up.’ The Jews then said, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?’
But he was speaking about the temple of his body” (John 2:19–21).
And are not our bodies the temple of the Holy Spirit today? Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20). If the physical temple needed
cleansing in the days of Jesus to restore it to a purpose to glorify God, how much more the temple of our lives?
An immense price was paid to buy us back from sin and its hold over us. That price was Jesus dying for us. Because we have been purchased by God with this price, we are no longer our own. When we become a Christian we
choose to serve God and all that is right (see Romans 6:17-23). Our body now belongs to him and is a temple of
the Holy Spirit, a place for God’s Spirit to live.
Do we need to cleanse our temple? The context of 1 Corinthians 6 is that of sexual sin, which can be such a problem to so many in the promiscuous societies in which we live. Whatever the sin is, we need to get rid of it, cleanse
it from our lives, so that we can be a temple that has the purpose of giving glory to God.
Do our lives reflect who is living in us?
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Jon Galloway

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.
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Sympathy
Cagle Family

