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Who was he?

MINISTER

People today are divided in their consideration of who Jesus is. Some believe that
he was a good teacher, but that is as far as they are willing to consider him. Others
believe he was an imposter. Some even believe that he never existed. Still others
maintain that he is who he said he was: the Messiah and the son of God.

Office
662-454-9429
P.O. Box 126
Belmont, Ms. 38827
Website:

secondstreetcofc.com

That people are divided in their view of Jesus today should not surprise us when we
realize that even when Jesus lived on the earth people were divided over who he
was.
When we get to the events in John 7, Jesus had been teaching and healing for several years. By this time the Jewish people knew about this man from Galilee. When it
came time for the Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths), the people were looking for Jesus (see John 7:11). As all Jewish men had to be at these feasts, they knew that Jesus would be there. But even as they looked for him, you can see their divided view
of him.
“There was a lot of grumbling about him among the crowds. Some were saying, ‘He
is a good man,’ but others, ‘He deceives the common people.’ However, no one
spoke openly about him for fear of the Jewish leaders” (John 7:12-13).

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
Sun. Morn. Worship.10:00am
Sunday Evening……..5:00pm
Wed. Evening…...7:00pm

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

Jesus turned up publicly half-way through the festival and began teaching. The Jewish leaders did not know what to make of him, as his knowledge far exceeded the
normal person yet he had not been trained (see John 7:14-19). Because of his teaching, and that the Jewish leaders were not stopping him, the people began to wonder
if he really was the Messiah.
“Some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, ‘Isn’t this the man they are trying to
kill? Yet, look, he’s speaking publicly and they’re saying nothing to him. Can it be
true that the authorities know he is the Messiah? But we know where this man is
from. When the Messiah comes, nobody will know where he is from…’ However,
many from the crowd believed in him and said, ‘When the Messiah comes, he won’t
perform more signs than this man has done, will he?’” (John 7:25-27,31 CSB).
(Continued on page 2)

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Doug English will be speaking today.
Be praying for our search for a minister, that one
will be chosen that has a love for the Gospel and will
always speak nothing but Your Word.

There’s No
Comparison!
Man-made Religion Says: “One way is as good as another.”
The New Testament Says: “There is only one way.” (J ohn
14:6)
Man-made Religion Says: “One faith is as good as another.”
The New Testament Says: “There is only one faith.” (Eph. 4:5)
Man-made Religion Says: “One church is as good as another.”
The New Testament Says: “There is only one church.” (Matt.
16:18)
Man-made Religion Says: “We are all going to the same
place.”
The New Testament Says: “Not everyone religious will be
saved.” (Matt. 7:21)
Jesus has a question for those practicing man-made religions:
“...why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do the things
which I say?” (Luke 6:46)
via Broadway church of Christ
Campbellsville, KY

(Continued from page 1)

Although they struggled to understand all he was teaching, they could see that there was something different
about Jesus. As some had earlier said, he taught as someone with authority, not like one of the Jewish teachers
(Matthew 7:28-29).
The one thing that puzzled the Jews was where Jesus was from. Some came to the conclusion that he was “the
Prophet” and “the Messiah” while others said, “Surely the Messiah doesn’t come from Galilee, does he?
Doesn’t the Scripture say that the Messiah comes from David’s offspring and from the town of Bethlehem,
where David lived?” (John 7:41-42).
They did not realize that although Jesus had been brought up in Nazareth, in the region of Galilee, he had not
been born there. Jesus had been born in Bethlehem, the place the Scriptures had said the Messiah would be
born.
Many of the people who saw and heard Jesus came to the conclusion, because of his teaching and the miraculous signs that he gave, that he must be the promised Messiah. Today we can read about Jesus and investigate
his claims. When we consider all that he said and did, he must be more than a good man or a good teacher. He
must be God who came in the flesh to die for the salvation of humankind.
We, like the people who saw and heard Jesus, must determine what we will do with the evidence. Who was
he?
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Jon Galloway

Behind Jesus’ greatest commandment

Some people are wanting to modify the Brazilian flag. They propose adding a word to the phrase, “Order and Progress,” written across it. They want it to read, “Love, Order and Progress.”
People know love is important. They just don’t know what love is. The Bible explains and demonstrates it. The
Way of Christ is defined by it.
You know, of course, that Jesus didn’t create the commandment to love God during his time on earth, Matthew
22.37-38. It was already in the Old Testament. He did, however pick it out and join it to the commandment to love
one’s neighbor in order to make the two the great hook upon which hang God’s great plan of salvation.
A look back at the original context of the greatest commandment in Deuteronomy 6.1-9 reveals some great principles about loving God.
1. Love means obedience. It’s a principle that spans all covenants. Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my commandments” John 14.15, 21.
2. Know whom you love. What is God’s nature and character? Who is he, really? What is he like? What does he
like and what does he hate? The oneness of God is the ground of all reality.
3. Love must be complete. For the one God, a single devotion. God’s love
touches the whole of our being, and from that being must spring our love for
him.
4. Start from the inside. If God’s words occupy the heart, then the actions will
stem from them. This doesn’t happen by osmosis, but by purposeful reading
and meditation.

Love for God gathers all
the truths of Scripture
together.

5. Learn and teach. We don’t know things by instinct. We must be taught. We must decide to learn. Then we must
teach. Christians teach their own and those on the outside.
6. All the time, everywhere. Bombard your children (and everyone) with God’s words, until they get it. For Christians, this applies as well to all those who ought to obey the Lord.
7. Love and fear together. Love and fear belong in the same heart. They are the twin stars of the dedicated saint.
At the center of them both is God who is sovereign and loving.
When Jesus gave the great commandment to love God, he knew this context and had it in mind. He expects us to
take the lessons of history and the principles of the Old Testament and apply them today. The rich spiritual life lies
in making these connections. Love for God gathers all the truths of Scripture together. Let us live them all.
“God has declared one principle; two principles I have heard: God is strong, and you, O Lord, demonstrate loyal
love. For you repay men for what they do” Psalm 62.11-12.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 J. Randal Matheny

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
November Birthdays

Paula Wanner

Dianne Vandagriff

Cassie Tierce

Kathy Alexander

Phillip Pharr

Betty Moore

Stephanie Moore

Barbara Trollinger

Ellie Sander

John Johnson

November Anniversaries

Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

Joey & Sherry 11/24

Tim Denson

Jim Johnson

Jimmy Searcy

Barbara White

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Vandagriff

Kenneth Orrick

Patsy Wanner

Henry Vandagriff

Christian Harris

Linda Parker

David Alexander

Brenda Labinsky

Wil Williams 11/5
Doris Johnson 11/18

Ralph Montgomery Francis Mortland
Ruth James

Sympathy

