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The most powerful trio in the world

This three-stranded cord will not be broken, Ecclesiastes 4.12. No earthly powers
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can prevail against them. With them the word of the Lord will continue to grow and
prevail, Acts 19.20. Whoever possesses them will be counted blessed and will stand
against all foes and discouragements.
We who belong to the light put them on as we learn to look for the Lord’s coming, 1
Thessalonians 4.13-5.11. They guarantee victory.
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SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
Sun. Morn. Worship.10:00am
Sunday Evening……..5:00pm
Wed. Evening…...7:00pm

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

“But since we are of the day, we must stay sober by putting on the
breastplate of faith and love and as a helmet our hope for salvation” 1
Thessalonians 5.8.
Faith. Hope. Love.
In days of darkness, they sustain us. They put God’s faithfulness, promises, and love
in the center of our vision. We need them now more than ever.
The challenges before God’s family seem only to grow with the passing of the
“times and seasons.” Many jettison their faith for a popular religiosity. Others embrace bitterness and nurse grudges. Still others turn to earthly projects, losing sight
of the hope of eternal salvation.
The saints must immerse themselves in faith, hope, and love. It is not the hour for
despair. The time is not for surrender. The season calls us to the courage of zeal, to
the sweetness of the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Just over 10 years ago, in an issue of the Spiritual Sword whose theme was “Press
On,” editor Alan Highers concluded his stirring editorial this way.
“We have fretted, worried, and experienced anxiety over the departures
and defections of the weak and unruly. We must continue to oppose
error and departures from the faith, but not at the cost of losing our vision and our sense of mission to the world. ‘Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to the whole creation’ (Mk. 16:15)” (Highers
2007, 2).
(Continued on page 2)

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Wendell Fikes will be speaking today.

Ten Things to Avoid

1. Remorse over yesterday’s failure.
2. Anxiety over today’s problems.
3. Worry over tomorrow’s uncertainty.
4. Procrastination with one’s duty.
5. Resentment of someone’s success.
6. Criticism of a neighbor’s imperfections.
7. Hatred of another’s differences.
8. Impatience with youth’s inexperience.
9. Skepticism of the church’s future.
10. Unbelief in God’s providence.

(Continued from page 1)

In the lead article of the same issue, Phil Sanders reminded the reader, “In any and every culture the thing people need most is the gospel. People still need a faith to live by, a hope to live for, and a love to live
with” (Sanders 2007, 3).
The apostle Paul especially loved to join faith, hope, and love. He saw them as powerful springs from which
saints draw for their life and success.
Faith believes that God can and will. Hope looks forward to God bringing justice, salvation, and the fruit of
righteousness. Love builds the bridges of fellowship that transcend the material and earthly.
For these were we created. In these do we find fulfillment. With these we are invincible.
In the last day, faith will become sight, hope will receive its desire, and love will remain to diffuse the eternal
kingdom with the divine goodness. Until then, let us embrace this three-stranded cord that will only unravel in
eternity to leave us with the permanence of God’s love.

Highers, Alan (2007) “Let us Press On,” Spiritual Sword 38 (January 2007) 1-2.
Sanders, Phil (2007) “Faithful and Growing,” Spiritual Sword 38 (January 2007) 3-7.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 J. Randall Matheny

Seeing as clearly as a blind man
There was a man in Jerusalem who was born blind. One Sabbath Jesus stopped as he was passing by. While his
followers argued over why the man was blind, Jesus made mud from his own saliva and the dust on the ground,
put it on the blind man’s eyelids, and told him, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam” (John 9:7 NET). The blind man
made his way there, washed the mud off his eyes, and came back seeing. He had been healed!
His neighbors could tell there was something different about him. Some weren’t sure if it was really him, but the
man kept insisting that it really was. That led to the obvious question: “How then were you made to see?” (John
9:10). The man then told his neighbors what had happened. They wanted to meet Jesus for themselves, but the formerly blind man did not know where he had gone (after all, he had been blind and had gone to wash off the mud).
So they took him to the Pharisees. If anyone could understand what was going on it had to be this group of extremely religious men. The man related to them what Jesus had done for him.
Some of the Pharisees automatically rejected Jesus as being a man of God – after all, he did heal this man on the
Sabbath! Others were more thoughtful: “How can a man who is a sinner perform such miraculous signs?” (John
9:16). To have such an ability to do good had to have been from God. Because they were divided in their opinion,
they decided to ask the man who had been healed who Jesus was. The man concluded, “He is a prophet” (John
9:17).
As they could not admit that Jesus was from God, there had to be another explanation. So they refused to believe that the man really had been blind and therefore
no healing had taken place. They called the man’s parents to come before
them.
His parents came and told the Jewish leaders, “We know that this is our son
and that he was born blind. But we do not know how he is now able to see, nor
do we know who caused him to see. Ask him, he is a mature adult. He will
speak for himself” (John 9:20-21). The problem was that if anyone said that
Jesus was the Messiah, they would be ostracized from their community (John
9:22-23).

‘And who is he, sir,
that I may believe in
him?’

The man was called to come for the second time and told that he had to tell the truth and that they knew “this man”
was a sinner. The man replied, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. I do know one thing – that although I was
blind, now I can see” (John 9:25). The evidence for him was obvious – he had been healed!
They continued to question him as to how Jesus had caused him to see. He replied, “I told you already and you
didn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it again? You people don’t want to become his disciples too, do
you?” (John 9:26).
They did not appreciate his forthright answer and began to insult and slander him, calling him a disciple of Jesus
and born completely sinful. They then threw him out of the synagogue, ostracizing him from the Jewish community.
Jesus heard about what happened and found the man. He asked if he believed in the Son of Man. “He answered,
‘And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking
to you.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe,’ and he worshiped him” (John 9:36-38 ESV).
Jesus is a teacher but so much more. He is a prophet, but so much more. He is the Son of Man, the Messiah promised of old, the Son of God. He came into the world “that those who do not see may see” (John 9:39).
May we see him as clearly as the formerly blind man did.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Jon Galloway

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

Dianne Vandagriff

Cassie Tierce

Ruth James

Phillip Pharr

Betty Moore

Stephanie Moore

Barbara Trollinger

Ellie Sander

John Johnson

Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

Tim Denson

Jim Johnson

Jimmy Searcy

Barbara White

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Vandagriff

Kenneth Orrick

Patsy Wanner

Henry Vandagriff

Christian Harris

Linda Parker

David Alexander

Brenda Labinsky

December Birthdays
Flora Waner 12/3
Faye Johnson 12/15
MaKala Johnson 12/17
Steve Holcomb 12/21
Jan Higginbottom 12/26
Joe Horton 12/29

December Anniversaries

Ralph Montgomery Francis Mortland

Sympathy
Alexander Family

