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One of the words we often hear as Christmas approaches is “joy.” We sing “Joy to 
the world, the Lord has come!” We wish each other “Merry Christmas” or “Happy 
Holidays” when we greet them – even people we don’t know. Yet many people 
aren’t living lives of merriment, happiness, and joy. 

What exactly is “joy”? The dictionary defines it as: “a feeling of great pleasure and 
happiness” (Oxford Dictionary of English). The Greek word we find used in the 
writings of the apostles is “charas” and refers to gladness and often the people that 
are the cause of one being glad. 

When Paul began his letter to the Christians in Philippi he wrote to them: “I thank 
my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 
with joy” (Philippians 1:3-4 NIV). 

As we read through this short letter, the word “joy” comes up again and again, along 
with the related word “rejoice.” Some have counted that these are used sixteen times 
in the 104 verses of this letter. In other words, more than 10% of the verses contain 
some aspect of joy. But what did Paul have that gave him such joy? 

It wasn’t that he was living an easy life. It would seem that when he wrote this letter 
he was a prisoner in Rome. If this was written while he was awaiting trial before 
Caesar, recorded in Acts 28, then he wasn’t in a prison but was able to live in his 
own house (Acts 28:16,30). Although he lived on his own, he would have always 
been chained to a Roman guard, without the freedom to come and go as he liked. 
Yet he could still write about his joy! 

“It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, 
whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in 
God’s grace with me” (Philippians 1:7). 

It didn’t matter whether he was “in chains” or proclaiming the good news of Jesus, 
he lived a life of joy. This tells us that joy is not determined by our circumstances. 
He later wrote about this. 

(Continued on page 2) 



Announcements 
 

Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, 
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you 
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday 
Bible study at 7:00 pm. 

Wendell Fikes will be speaking today. 

 

Why Hidest Thou? 

Why do We sometimes feel that God is far away? 
There are times we need to feel He is nearby. Psalm 
10:1 says “Why hidest thou thyself in times of trou-
ble?” David dared to ask the question. It is okay to ask 
questions of God. All the great people of the Bible 
had troubles of one kind or another. The thing that 
made the difference is they asked God about it. They 
didn't ask someone else. They didn't even trust their 
own feelings. Feelings can change what God's word 
never changes. The Lord never promised that follow-
ing Him would be a trouble free journey. He never 
promised to take us around the 
valleys. He always promised to walk us through them. 
Psalms 23:4 says, “Ye though I walk through the val-
ley of the shadow of death. I will fear no evil," for 
Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort 
me.” 

Mark Dillon 
Corning AR 

“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know 
what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any 
and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want” (Philippians 4:11-12). 

It didn’t matter what was happening to him at a particular moment, Paul had learned the secret of being content 
– always. It didn’t matter if he was hungry or had abundance, or whether he was a prisoner or free. How was 
he able to live this way? The next verse explains it. 

“I can do all this through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). 

The key to his joy, to his contentment, was Jesus. Along with “joy” the phrase “in Christ” is also a theme of 
this letter. Of the two, “Christ” occurs more often than “joy.” When we put these two together we have the real 
theme of Philippians: “joy in Christ.” 

In this holiday season, may we know the true joy that Jesus brings to our life. This joy is not dependant on 
what is happening to us or even those around us. This joy is because of Jesus and what he has done for us. If 
we are in Christ we can be content and have a life of joy. 
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Characteristics of Christian ministry 
 

“After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before his face into every 
city and place where he himself was about to go. Then he said to them, ‘The harvest truly is great, but the laborers 
are few, therefore pray the Lord of harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way; behold I send you 
out as lambs among wolves. Carry neither money bag, knapsack, nor sandals; and greet no one along the road’ 
” (Luke 10:1-4). 

The limited missions of the twelve apostles (Luke 9:1-6) and the seventy disciples (Luke 10:1-12) occurred before 
the death of Jesus, the establishment of the Church, and the giving of the “Great Commission” (Matthew 28:18-20; 
Mark 16:15-16). Those “missionaries” operated under different rules and procedures than did the Apostles and ear-
ly Christians following Jesus’ ascension (Acts 1:7-8). The limits placed upon the earlier groups no longer apply; 
therefore we often skip past the stories of their activities believing they have little or no relevance today. That is a 
mistake. Principles were established in them which continue to influence the way we approach mission and minis-
try today. 

First there is the principle of urgency. “The harvest is great.” During his brief time on this earth Jesus was con-
stantly aware of the limited time he would have and the great amount of work there was for him to do. His passion 
for that work led him to long hours, difficult journeys, and constant service to those in need (John 4:34-35). 

Our world is filled with billions of the lost and dying who are without the gos-
pel of Jesus and without hope for eternity (Ephesians 2:12; 2 Thessalonians 
1:6-9). They can be saved, but only if someone reaches them with the good 
news of salvation (Romans 10:13-17). We have the good news, therefore we 
have the obligation to go (or send) and teach (Romans 1:14). If we do not car-
ry out this mission, who will? 

Second, we are reminded that Christian ministry makes us vulnerable. All Chris-
tians are truly “lambs among wolves.” We go armed with faith and the word of God, motivated by unselfish love, 
but those among whom we serve are often filled with hate, anger, and selfish pride. In some ways the devout 
Christian is an easy target, mere prey in a savage predatory world. But we are to accept, or even embrace, that vul-
nerability, trusting in God to go with us and protect us. “If God is with us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). 

Third, we are to resist distractions and maintain a high focus on our purpose. When Jesus told the seventy, “greet 
no one along the road” he was probably deliberately invoking an Old Testament story – that of Elisha’s raising of 
the Shunammite woman’s son from the dead (2 Kings 4:8-37). When the child died the mother went to Elisha for 
help. Understanding her need the prophet sent his servant to her home immediately as he and the mother came be-
hind. When Elisha sent Gehazi he instructed him, “Be on your way. If you meet anyone, do not greet him; and if 
anyone greets you, do not answer him” (2 Kings 4:29). It is clear that this instruction was to insure the most rapid 
possible response. There was no time to be spared for Gehazi’s mission. Neither is there time to waste or resources 
to spare in our service to God. All that we do is urgent. We must not be side-tracked by seemingly innocent greet-
ings or requests. 

On another occasion Jesus responded to a would-be follower, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and 
preach the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:40). In other words, secular affairs may be handled by secular persons; those 
who are spiritual should “seek first the kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33). 
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Third, we are to resist 
distractions and 
maintain a high focus 
on our purpose.  



Service timeS 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study  9:00am 
Worship  10:00am 
Evening  5:00pm 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

Bible Study  7:00pm 
 
 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!  

 
Psalms 133:1 

The process for becoming a Christian is 
the same as it was over 2000 years ago! 
To become a Christian, one must: 
 

Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17 
 

Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6 
 

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3 
 

Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10 
 

Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38 
 

Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10 
 

None of these alone will make you a 
Christian. These commands are from 
God and must be obeyed from the heart 
to become a Christian. 

 
 

December Birthdays 
Flora Waner 12/3 

Faye Johnson 12/15 
MaKala Johnson 12/17 

Steve Holcomb 12/21 
Jan Higginbottom 12/26 

Joe Horton 12/29 
 

December Anniversaries 
 

Prayer List 
 
 
 

Paula Wanner  Dianne Vandagriff 
Cassie Tierce  Ruth James 
Betty Moore  Francis Mortland 
Stephanie Moore Barbara Trollinger 
Ellie Sander  John Johnson  
Lou Dodson  Lynn Sander   
Tim Denson  Jim Johnson 
Jimmy Searcy Barbara White 
Christy Hickox Brenda Leatherwood  
Susan Vandagriff Kenneth Orrick 
Patsy Wanner Henry Vandagriff 
Christian Harris Linda Parker 
David Alexander Brenda Labinsky 
Ralph Montgomery James Adams 
Brett Burton 
 
  

Sympathy 
Pharr Family 


