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the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.  

Ephesians 4:3 

Second  Street 
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 January 7, 2018 The years of our lives 

A year is a God-given division of time. He made the heavenly lights to mark days, 
seasons, and years. So people — recognizing God’s sovereignty or not — make 
plans for a year, such as traveling, doing business, and making money, James 4.13. 

As people age, it seems that “the years that lie ahead are few” Job 16.22. Even 
though we may reach the ripe old age of 80, “the years of our lives pass quickly, 
like a sigh” Psalm 90.9-10. But Solomon said it doesn’t matter if you lived a thou-
sand years twice, death is still coming for you, Ecclesiastes 6.1-9. Maybe how you 
live, and what you live for, is what really matters, yes? 

The Bible has a recipe for adding years to one’s life: wisdom, Proverbs 4.10; 9.11, 
and obedience to parents, Deuteronomy 5.16; Ephesians 6.1-3. Diet and exercise are 
good, but God’s plan for longevity is better. Remember that Hezekiah got 15 years 
added to his life, but it didn’t turn out so well for him, Isaiah 38.5. 

Israel spent 40 years wandering and dying in the desert, after their fears turned them 
from facing the inhabitants of Canaan. It took 450 years to possess Canaan. They 
cried for 70 years in exile. They waited the 400 years of prophetic silence between 
the old and new covenants before the Messiah came. 

Not much is known about Jesus’ years. He went up to the temple with his parents 
when he was 12 years old and gave them a fright by staying behind, Luke 2.42. He 
began his ministry when he was about 30, Luke 3.23. The exact length of his minis-
try and his age at his crucifixion are unknown. 

In the New Testament, the years of people’s sicknesses or disabilities are sometimes 
mentioned, before being cured. Some were blind or crippled from birth. Sometimes 
their age is mentioned. In this way the miracles are demonstrated to be true works of 
power by the Spirit of God. 

Years are sometimes mentioned in evangelistic works. “So for a whole year Barna-
bas and Saul met with the church and taught a significant number of people” Acts 
11.26. Paul stayed a year and a half in Corinth, because God had many people in the 
city to be converted, Acts 18.9-11. The apostle to the Gentiles taught in Ephesus in 
the school of Tyrannus for two years, Acts 19.8-10. He warned the Ephesian elders 
for three years about departures from the faith, Acts 20.31, possibly counting, as the 
Jews customarily did, part of a year as a full one. In Rome Paul lived “two whole 

(Continued on page 2) 



Announcements 
 

Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, 
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you 
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday 
Bible study at 7:00 pm. 

Jim Bryant will be speaking today. 

New Years Singing at Plainview tonight. 

New Phone Numbers 

Wayne McCollum—662-660-3680 

Lisa—662-279-7148 

Home—662-454-3039 

Whitley—662-279-3268 

 

 

The Road to Success 
  

 The road to success is not straight. 

 There is a curve called failure, 

 A loop called confusion, 

 Speed bumps called friends, 

 Red lights called enemies, and 

 Caution lights called family. 

 

 You will have flats called jobs, but 

 If you have a spare called determination 

 And an engine called perseverance, 

 Insurance called faith, 

 And a driver called Jesus, 

 You will make it to a place called success. 
Glenn Hitchcock 

via House to House, Heart to Heart, Bulletin Digest 

years in his own rented quarters and welcomed all who came to him” Acts 28.30. 

Paul remembered the profound spiritual experience of a “man in Christ” 14 years earlier, 2 Corinthians 12.2. 
Some events mark us for life. 

A widow on the church’s support list has to be at least 60 years old, 1 Timothy 5.9. A church shouldn’t throw 
its money after just anyone or any need. 

In contrast to man, God’s “years do not come to an end” Psalm 102.27. In his eternal eyes, “a thousand years 
are like yesterday that quickly passes, or like one of the divisions of the nighttime” Psalm 90.4; cf. 2 Peter 
3.8ff. So we still watch for the coming of the Lord Jesus, that year-stopping event. 

In the meantime, those who live for the Lord enjoy the blessings of his house. “You crown the year with your 
good blessings, and you leave abundance in your wake” Psalm 65.11. Who among the Lord’s people cannot 
say the same about the year just past? 

The Lord sent his anointed, Jesus Christ, “to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” Luke 4.16-19. That was a 
very good year. It is one we still enjoy and proclaim. It makes every year a good one. 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 J. Randal Matheny 
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A people of hope 
 

The world around us seems to be devoid of hope. In Great Britain many are worried about leaving the European 
Union – after all, for most people, this is all they have known. ISIS continues to cause people around the world to 
worry, as well as the unstable situation in Korea. People worry about what is ahead of them in life. Perhaps the 
problem is that they see this life as all there is. 

When Paul wrote to the Christians in Thessalonica, we find Christians who were worried about the Christians who 
had already died. Paul wrote, “Now we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who 
are asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13 NET). 

These Christians were worried that those who had died would miss out on eternal life with Jesus. Paul went on to 
explain what would happen when Jesus returned. 

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also we believe that God will bring with him those who have 
fallen asleep as Christians. For we tell you this by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until 
the coming of the Lord, will surely not go ahead of those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven with a shout of command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be sudden-
ly caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
so we will always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:14-17). 

Just because Christians had died, there was no reason to worry. The same God 
who raised Jesus from the dead when he died could also bring the Christians 
who had died back to life. God had them taken care of! They wouldn’t be left 
out of eternal life. 

This is how it will happen. First Jesus will come down from heaven with a “shout of command, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trumpet of God.” In other words, everyone is going to know what is happening. It is 
going to be LOUD! 

Then the dead will rise and come back to life – not in our old corruptible bodies but in a new body that is suited for 
living eternally with Jesus (Paul wrote about this in 1 Corinthians 15). Then those who are still alive will be caught 
up with them to meet the Lord in the air! Paul explained in 1 Corinthians 15 that we will also be changed to have 
the new bodies needed to live with Jesus. Together, all those who belong to Jesus will “always be with the Lord.” 

Notice that there is nothing here about Jesus coming back and setting foot on the earth – we meet him “in the air.” 
This is the beginning of living eternally with Jesus. The cares of this world will be gone. We will finally realize 
what we have been living for. No wonder Paul told them, “Therefore encourage one another with these words” (1 
Thessalonians 5:18). 

The worries and cares of this life are not worth worrying about. They are temporary. They will be gone before we 
know it. We have something to place our hope in: living forever with Jesus. This is real hope! That gives us the 
encouragement we need to get through each day. 

May we live this year as a people who don’t despair about what is going on around us, but as a people who have 
real hope. 
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Jon Galloway 

The worries and cares 
of this life are not worth 
worrying about. They 
are temporary.  



Service timeS 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study  9:00am 
Worship  10:00am 
Evening  5:00pm 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

Bible Study  7:00pm 
 
 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!  

 
Psalms 133:1 

The process for becoming a Christian is 
the same as it was over 2000 years ago! 
To become a Christian, one must: 
 

Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17 
 

Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6 
 

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3 
 

Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10 
 

Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38 
 

Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10 
 

None of these alone will make you a 
Christian. These commands are from 
God and must be obeyed from the heart 
to become a Christian. 

 
 

January Birthdays 
Bonnie Holcomb 1/1 
Debra Searcy 1/10 

Doris Vandagriff 1/17 
Whitley McCollum 122 

 
 

January Anniversaries 
 

Prayer List 
 
 
 

Paula Wanner  Dianne Vandagriff 
Cassie Tierce  Ruth James 
Betty Moore  Francis Mortland 
Stephanie Moore Barbara Trollinger 
Ellie Sander  John Johnson  
Lou Dodson  Lynn Sander   
Jim Johnson  James Adams 
Jimmy Searcy Barbara White 
Christy Hickox Brenda Leatherwood  
Susan Vandagriff Kenneth Orrick 
Patsy Wanner Henry Vandagriff 
Christian Harris Linda Parker 
David Alexander Brenda Labinsky 
Ralph Montgomery  
 
 
 

Sympathy 
Burton Family 


