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A question which often perplexes Christians is that there are people who will be 
lost, who will not spend eternity with Jesus. We spend time with people who are 
religious and do so many good things but have never put on Jesus by being im-
mersed into him. Sometimes we may even begin to question whether baptism is 
even important. 

Jesus addressed this in what we call “the Sermon on the Mount.” “Not everyone 
who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the kingdom of heaven – only the one 
who does the will of my Father in heaven. On that day, many will say to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do 
many powerful deeds in your name?’ Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you. Go away from me, you lawbreakers!’” (Matthew 6:21-23 NET). 

Jesus is quite clear: not everyone who claims to follow Jesus will be saved. Good 
works, no matter how incredible, won’t save anyone. After all, if doing good would 
save us, why did Jesus need to die? Those who are saved will be those “who do the 
will of my Father in heaven.” Obedience to what Jesus said cannot be undervalued. 

When Paul wrote to the Christians in Thessalonica, he had a similar emphasis. They 
were suffering for being Christians. Paul offered this encouragement to these Chris-
tians. 

“For it is right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to you 
who are being afflicted to give rest together with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels. With flaming fire he will mete out punishment 
on those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They 
will undergo the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of his strength, when he comes to be glorified among his saints 
and admired on that day among all who have believed – and you did in fact believe 
our testimony” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10). 

Notice that Paul mentioned two groups who would receive punishment when Jesus 
judges people. The first is those who do not know God. Although that should be ob-
vious, some even struggle with the idea that God could punish anyone. This cannot 
be backed up by scripture. 

(Continued on page 2) 



Announcements 
 

Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, 
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you 
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday 
Bible study at 7:00 pm. 

Ron Deaton will be speaking today. 

Scripture and Songs tonight followed by fellow-
ship meal. If you are visiting with us, we would love 
to have you stay with us and enjoy a period of fel-
lowship and food. 

 

 

Why Hidest Thou? 
 
Why do We sometimes feel that God is far away? 
There are times we need to feel He is nearby. Psalm 
10:1 says “Why hidest thou thyself in times of trou-
ble?” David dared to ask the question. It is okay to ask 
questions of God. All the great people of the Bible 
had troubles of one kind or another. The thing that 
made the difference is they asked God about it. They 
didn’t ask someone else. They didn’t even trust their 
own feelings. Feelings can change what God’s word 
never changes. The Lord never promised that follow-
ing Him would be a trouble free journey. He never 
promised to take us around the valleys. He always 
promised to walk us through them. Psalms 23:4 says, 
“Ye though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death. I will fear no evil,” for Thou art with me; 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.” 

Mark Dillon 

Corning AR 

Bulletin Digest 

The second group who will not be saved is those who “do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thessalo-
nians 1:8). Paul is very specific about what being “punished” means: “They will undergo the penalty of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his strength” (2 Thessalonians 1:9). 

This punishment is “eternal” – it will not have an end. And it is being put away from the presence of Jesus. I 
can’t think of anything worse that could happen to someone! This will happen to those who “do not obey the 
gospel.” 

But what is the gospel? The Greek word simply means “good news” – the good news of Jesus. In his letter to 
the Christians in Corinth, Paul referred to the gospel as being the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (1 Co-
rinthians 15:1-11). In Romans 6, Paul connected the idea of Jesus death, burial, and resurrection with our being 
immersed into him. 

What are we to do? We need to teach everyone the whole gospel of Jesus, leaving nothing out. And we need to 
live so that we will be with Jesus for eternity. 

“And in this regard we pray for you always, that our God will make you worthy of his calling and fulfill by his 
power your every desire for goodness and every work of faith, that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glori-
fied in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 
1:11-12). 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Jon Galloway 
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By the power of … 
 

A documentary style TV series recently reminded me about the cartoon He-Man. As you may remember, prince 
Adam would proclaim the words, “By the power of grayskull” while holding his sword aloft. Lightning would en-
ergize him, transforming him into He-man as he cried out, “I have the power.” 

Apparently the creators of He-man were trying to appeal to the typical 10 year old boy whose sociological position 
had left him powerless longing for more. The He-man fantasy invited youths to fill this void by imagining their 
own powerfulness in shaping their world. 

For me, the clash between He-man’s mantra versus Peter’s and John’s answer to the question, “By what power or 
by what name did you do this?” (Acts 4:7) could not be more stark. Jesus’ way is so counter-intuitive to our world. 

What preceded this interrogation of Peter and John? On the previous day they had walked into the Temple as a 
lame beggar asked them for some mercy, meaning some money (Acts 3:1-3). Peter informed him that they carried 
neither gold nor silver, but they would give him what they had. “In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, stand 
up and walk!” At once his feet and ankles became strong. He began to jump and praise God. 

To the amazed onlookers, Peter quickly retorted, “Why are you amazed at this? Why do you stare at us as if we 
had made this man walk by our own power or piety?” (Acts 3:12). Peter proceeded to credit this healing to God 
glorifying his servant Jesus, namely it was based upon the faith of Jesus’ name. 

Later when Peter and John were dragged before the religious authorities in order 
that they might inquire how the lame man was healed, Peter proclaimed, “this 
man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Naz-
areth” (Acts 4:10). 

While we might not be transformed into larger-than-life muscle ripped super-
human beings nor with a word instantly heal life-long diseases or physical 
maladies, yet as disciples, who do we credit for what we are able to do?  The 
mindset of He-man versus that of Peter and John create two very different ways 
of viewing our lives in this world. 

One centers our lives upon our own self-worth and power. Life is whatever we are able to make of it. If we are 
powerful enough, we can bend life to become what we regard as good. You’ll need your own bootstraps for this 
mindset. 

The other lifestyle relies upon God to provide what we need for today, while seeking to wisely fulfill our responsi-
bilities as his people. Through easy times or difficult, God’s grace and love are understood as strengthening and 
providing what is needed. 

How should disciples live? Even Israel before entering the promised land was cautioned: “Be careful not to say, 
‘My own ability and skill have gotten me this wealth.’  You must remember the LORD your God, for he is the one 
who gives ability to get wealth” (Deut. 8:17-18). Similarly, when warning against a sense of self-sufficiency, pride 
and empowerment, James 4:13-14 echoed Proverbs 27:1 in reminding us about our limitations. 

There is One who has the power. It is not us. 

Living life dependent upon God is freeing – if we believe God is the Creator, cares for us and seeks what is ulti-
mately good for us, even when we might find ourselves upon a difficult road. So, who do we credit for the good 
that is achieved in our lives? 
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Barry Newton 

Living life dependent 
upon God is freeing  



Service timeS 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study  9:00am 
Worship  10:00am 
Evening  5:00pm 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

Bible Study  7:00pm 
 
 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!  

 
Psalms 133:1 

The process for becoming a Christian is 
the same as it was over 2000 years ago! 
To become a Christian, one must: 
 

Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17 
 

Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6 
 

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3 
 

Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10 
 

Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38 
 

Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10 
 

None of these alone will make you a 
Christian. These commands are from 
God and must be obeyed from the heart 
to become a Christian. 

 
 

January Birthdays 
Bonnie Holcomb 1/1 
Debra Searcy 1/10 

Doris Vandagriff 1/17 
Whitley McCollum 122 

 
 

January Anniversaries 
 

Prayer List 
 
 
 

Paula Wanner  Dianne Vandagriff 
Cassie Tierce  Ruth James 
Betty Moore  Francis Mortland 
Stephanie Moore Barbara Trollinger 
Ellie Sander  Ralph Montgomery  
Lou Dodson  Lynn Sander   
James Adams  Brenda Labinsky 
Jimmy Searcy Barbara White 
Christy Hickox Brenda Leatherwood  
Susan Vandagriff Kenneth Orrick 
Patsy Wanner Henry Vandagriff 
Christian Harris Linda Parker 
David Alexander  
 
 
 

Sympathy 
Barbara White Family 

Childers Family 


