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 January 21, 2018 Relationships Are Like Old Barns 

 

Not too long ago I read the story of a farmer who was just devastated over the fact 
that his barn's roof fell in. Someone asked the farmer, "what happened?" The farmer 
told the one asking the question that the roof had been leaking so long that the tim-
bers just rotted through. 

Of course, one's initial thought is why did he let the roof get so bad before fixing it? 
Here was the farmer's response: "Well...it just seemed...when the weather was good, 
there weren't no need for it, and when it rained, it was too wet to work on it.” 

I find that relationships are much like that old barn in the story. Could it be that 
some of our relationships are on the brink of collapsing because efforts have not 
been made all along to strengthen their infrastructure? What do you think will hap-
pen to that relationship when the next major storm of life develops? 

How many marriages will fall apart tomorrow because, while at the moment things 
are good, constant efforts are not being made to strengthen the resolve to love one 
another "until death do us part" (Eph. 5:19ff)? 

How many children will leave home never to communicate with father and mother 
again because at this very moment fathers are not getting involved in the lives of 
their children, and mothers are not instilling discipline in their children to grow up 
to be faithful Christians (Eph. 6:1-4)? 

While today may be a good day, and I hope that it is, don't forget that tomorrow a 
storm could come and it will all fall apart if efforts are not made each day to 
strengthen those relationships. 

Want to have good, healthy relationships? Commit regularly to the little things so 
that when the big issues arise, the roof doesn't collapse! 

Neil Richey 
Marietta, GA 

Bulletin Digest 



Announcements 
 

Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, 
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you 
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday 
Bible study at 7:00 pm. 

Ron Deaton will be speaking today. 

 

 

What Christ Is To Me 

The Shield from every dart; 
The Balm for every smart; 
The Sharer of each load; 
Companion on the road. 

The Door into the fold; 
The Anchor that will hold; 
The Shepherd of the sheep; 
The Guardian of my sleep. 

The Friend with Whom I talk; 
The Way by which I walk; 
The Light to show the way; 
The Strength for every day. 

The Source of my delight; 
The Song to cheer the night; 

The Thought that fills my mind; 
The Best of all to find--is Jesus. 

Selected 
Via Broadway church of Christ 

Campbellsville, KY 

The Giver 

God is a giver. 
Better yet, God is the giver. 
And when God gives, He goes all out. He doesn’t give a little of what He’s able to. He doesn’t give only some of what 
He’s willing to. No, when God decides to give, He goes big, because He is the giver. 
From the beginning of life to eternal life, God is the giver. 
In 1 Timothy 6:13, Paul refers to God as the one who “gives life to all things.” He could and can, because He’s the giver. 
Romans 6:23 declares that God has made available the free gift of eternal life. He did and has, because He is the giver. 
Since the universe was spoken into existence, no one has given more than God. 
And when the world comes to an end, no one will have given more than God. 
God gives generously, graciously, mercifully, abundantly, completely, compassionately, consistently, and willingly. 
Because God is the giver, He can and does shower us with “every good and perfect gift” (James 1:17). 
Because God is the giver, He can and does supply every need of ours (Philippians 4:19). 
And, in order to meet the world’s greatest need—the need for a savior—the giver gave not just a piece, not a portion, not 
a section, not a sliver of the greatest gift ever given, but He gave all of His Son (John 3:16). He went big, because He is 
the giver. 
In Hebrews 10:12, Christ is referred to as the “single sacrifice for sins.” God didn’t just give His Son, He sacrificed His 
Son. A sacrifice, by nature, is not an easy thing to give. And yet God, being the giver, went all out and gave all to us and 
for us. 
As we contemplate, plan, and commit to how much we’re going to give back in 2018, let us consider what we’ve gener-
ously been given by God, the giver. 

Troy Albers 
Rosenb erg, TX  Bulletin Digest 



The Dead Sea Scrolls 
 

In 1947 Bedouin shepherds discovered the caves where thousands of Old Testament manuscripts were stored. 
There is no price you could put on the value of this archaeological find. It is, without comparison, the most        
important discovery in biblical studies. At first, the Bedouins kept a couple of texts in their tents, unaware of their 
potential value. When news got out of their existence, the curator of the Jerusalem University, Mar Samuel,      
purchased four of them. He bought the Isaiah Scroll, the Community Rule, the Habakkuk Peshar (Commentary on 
Habakkuk), and the Genesis Apocryphon. He checked them for their veracity, and found them genuine. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls are now located in the “Shrine of the Book” in Jerusalem. They originally belonged to the 
Essenes, an aesthetic Jewish movement that believed mainstream Judaism had sold out to secular interests. 

There are thousands of manuscripts, and they have not all been transcribed. They were stored in clay pots, their 
lids secured with burlap and bees’ wax. Many of them were formatted like a modern journaling Bible, with the text 
of Scripture on column and the commentary of a rabbi on the other. 

The theory is that the Essenes hid their sacred books in the caves overlooking the Dead Sea during the Roman   
invasion of Palestine in 68-70 A.D. When their settlement (named Qumran) was destroyed, the scrolls survived. 

It’s interesting to observe the sometimes hysterical claims made about what the 
scrolls tell us. I saw an internet headline that screamed: “Dead Sea Scrolls 
Prove That Jesus Did Not Exist.” How the scrolls could prove such a thing is 
beyond fathoming. What if the Dead Sea Scrolls declared (which of course 
they do not): “Jesus of Nazareth did not exist.” That would prove no such 
thing. Many of the scrolls are dated well before Jesus anyway. 

What is the importance of the Dead Sea Scrolls? 

First, we discovered the professionalism and accuracy of ancient scribes when copying biblical documents. Over 
95% of the variations was a matter of a word repeated: “He was wounded for our transgressions,” for instance, or a 
word left out: “He was wounded for transgressions.” These are typical     mistakes given the nature of dictation. 

Second, it confirms the truth of Old Testament prophecy. Many scrolls predate Christ (up to 200 B.C.), including 
the famous Isaiah scroll (150 B.C.). The prophetic nature of the Old Testament was demonstrated to be true. 

Third, it tells us a great deal about 1st century Judaism, the century in which Jesus lived and preached. Josephus 
tells us a great deal about Jewish thinking but the Dead Sea Scrolls have given us a vivid image of Jewish belief in 
Jesus’ day too. 

Make no mistake, this priceless discovery confirms the testimony of God’s word. 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2017 Stan Mitchell 

There are thousands of 
manuscripts, and they 
have not all been 
transcribed.  



Service timeS 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study  9:00am 
Worship  10:00am 
Evening  5:00pm 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

Bible Study  7:00pm 
 
 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!  

 
Psalms 133:1 

The process for becoming a Christian is 
the same as it was over 2000 years ago! 
To become a Christian, one must: 
 

Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17 
 

Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6 
 

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3 
 

Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10 
 

Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38 
 

Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10 
 

None of these alone will make you a 
Christian. These commands are from 
God and must be obeyed from the heart 
to become a Christian. 

 
 

January Birthdays 
Bonnie Holcomb 1/1 
Debra Searcy 1/10 

Doris Vandagriff 1/17 
Whitley McCollum 122 

 
 

January Anniversaries 
 

Prayer List 
 
 
 

Paula Wanner  Dianne Vandagriff 
Cassie Tierce  Ruth James 
Betty Moore  Francis Mortland 
Stephanie Moore Barbara Trollinger 
Ellie Sander  Ralph Montgomery  
Lou Dodson  Lynn Sander   
James Adams  Brenda Labinsky 
Jimmy Searcy Barbara White 
Christy Hickox Brenda Leatherwood  
Susan Vandagriff Kenneth Orrick 
Patsy Wanner Henry Vandagriff 
Christian Harris Linda Parker 
David Alexander  
 
 
 

Sympathy 
Barbara White Family 

Childers Family 


