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I Know What Love Is…

You may have seen the recent commercial by the Ad Council that tells us love has
MINISTER

no limits. It shows people behind an x-ray screen embracing only showing their
skeletal outlines. The people emerge from the behind to reveal they are a same sex
couple, to a cheering crowd. The scene is redone with people of different races, religions and ages. Each one is accompanied by the text; love has no gender, love has
no race, love has no disability, love has no religion, love has no labels. The ad campaign claims to combat what is seen as bias in our world today.
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It got me to thinking about how the world is trying to redefine love. We hear the
argument in our world to today, "How a person can be against two people who love
one another? To try to put limits on love is wrong.”
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SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
Sun. Morn. Worship.10:00am
Sunday Evening……..5:00pm
Wed. Evening…...7:00pm

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

But how does the Bible label love?
“Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not
take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices
with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things” (1st Corinthians 13:4-7).
Some things stick out to me in this passage are in conflict with the world’s definition of love. The world says you should cheer when someone is in sin, but Biblical
love does not rejoice in unrighteousness. The world says love can act anyway it
wants, but Biblical love never acts unbecomingly. The world says should be proud
of your lifestyle, but Biblical love does not brag. The world says you are offensive
and should be shunned if you don’t accept what is accepts, but Biblical love does
not take into account a wrong suffered. The world says you should accept any belief
no matter if it is valid or not, but Biblical love rejoices with truth.
There is a saying, “He who controls the language, controls the masses.” When it
comes to love, who makes the definition, God, who is love, or the world who does
not know him?
Barry Haynes
Hope AR
Bulletin Digest

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, and
we are glad you came our way! We invite you back
to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Ron Deaton will be speaking today.
Scripture and Songs tonight followed by a fellowship meal.

Is God Pleased With You?
“And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy
of the Lord and may please him in every
way…” (Colossians 1:10).
We love because the Lord first loved us, though we were
enemies to Him and separated from Him, and sent Jesus as
an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Christ’s love, therefore, is
the motivating force behind all that we do, and from that
love come our values of benevolence, edification, and evangelism. This is not just what we do; it is who we are as
‘Christians.’ All three values are wrapped up in the command to ‘live a life worthy of the Lord.’ We cannot remove
one and still be pleasing to God. The most common way to
do this is to leave out evangelism. This is one who still calls
himself a Christian, comes to worship service and most
classes to learn about Jesus, serves in many of the church’s
projects out of his concern for the poor, but never reaches
out to the lost around him with the gospel. This is a very
selfish ‘Christian’ indeed, who having been rescued from
darkness and brought into the kingdom of the Son, keeps
the saving knowledge of redemption and forgiveness of
sins to himself.
Is God pleased with the life you are living that you believe
is worthy of Him?
Doug Kashorek Plattsburgh, NY

Broken Toilets and Broken Souls
It’s not an extremely rare occasion for a passenger jet to have to return to the airport due to a mechanical issue.
However, when a Norwegian jet bound for Germany reversed course in late January of this year due to malfunctioning toilets, it was a backtrack filled with irony. The plane, you see, was carrying 85 plumbers.
With 85 certified plumbers on board, you might think someone could have fixed the broken toilet and allowed
the plane to continue its journey. The problem was that the affected parts could only be accessed from outside
the airplane. Though the men had the strength, knowledge, and power to fix the problem, they had no access to
the heart of the error.
There is a far more powerful force in this world, one that can fix the broken inner parts of our souls, and that is
the word of God. It has the power to save us (Romans 1:16), diagnose our weaknesses (Hebrews 4:12), and
equip us for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
The problem, as in the case of the airplane, is often one of access to the heart. God’s word is more than powerful enough to do the job, but we have to let it in! David said he had hidden God’s word in his heart so that he
might not sin against God (Psalms 119:11). Will you resolve to read, study, and meditate upon God’s word,
and allow it to mend all of your broken pieces today?
Matt Clifton
BulletinDigest.com

What members wished that preachers knew about members

In the interest of fairness, I follow last week‘s article on what preachers wished their members knew about them
with the inverse, what members would like preachers to know about them.
In this list, I will not include demands that are either selfish or unspiritual. Demanding that a church be all about
serving “me” is not a legitimate demand to make on the preacher. Demands to do unbiblical things are neither legitimate nor fair. And yet there are some things that preachers should know about their members.
 Members want you to preach the word. Really! They don’t like their time to be wasted, and spending thirty
minutes in platitudes or poorly prepared messages wastes everyone’s time. Make your message a deep study
from the Bible.
Members want you to provide a balanced diet, giving “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:20). Members understand that some messages will be first principles directed toward young Christians, and others the meat of the
word, intended for the mature. Some messages will encourage, while others will chasten. They know the congregation is filled with a variety of needs.
 Members wish you knew how much it meant when you spoke to their aged parents or their children. Although
preachers are not celebrities in the usual sense, your gesture of speaking to their child is a little like a celebrity
stopping to speak to a member in the crowd.
Members wish preachers knew how much a visit to the hospital or home
meant in a time of trial. While it is true that elders are to “shepherd” the
flock (Acts 20:28), it is also true that Paul, who was not an elder, taught publically and “from house to house” (Acts 20:20).
 Members want you to know that you are wanted and needed in the crises
in their lives. At the deathbed of a loved one, of all the people they want, they
want you. They don’t know what to say. You will have to say it. They don‘t
know how to respond. They need you there.

Members want you to
provide a balanced diet,
giving “the whole
counsel of God” (Acts
20:20).

 Members want you to know how devastating it is when a preacher leaves. They know at one level that changes
will occur, but they do grow to know and love their preacher, they see him at the great confluences of their
lives: births, baptisms, weddings, deaths, and it means a great deal to them that you are there.
 Members want you to know that they don’t always have the words to express how they feel. Some time ago my
car had a flat tire at church. I started to take off my coat and repair the flat, but two men insisted on doing it themselves, a father and son. They were both quiet men. I believe it was their way of expressing their gratitude for me.
Church members are “fellow servants” (Colossians 1:7) with their preachers. It is one of the sweetest partnerships
in the human experience, and the friendships I have made with members on two continents has been richly, immeasurably enriching.
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Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

David Alexander

February Birthdays

Cassie Tierce

Ruth James

Betty Moore

Francis Mortland

Stephanie Moore

Barbara Trollinger

Edna 2/3
Alan 2/11
Wallace 2/11
Larry 2/16
Wendell 2/19

Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker
Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

James Adams

Christian Harris

Jimmy Searcy

Patsy Wanner

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Vandagriff

Kenneth Orrick

Tonia Martin

Misty Inmon

Rusty Porterfield

Katrina Pharr

February Anniversaries
Jim & Faye 2/28

Neil Harmon

Sympathy

