Second Street
Church of Christ
February 25, 2018

God bless faithful grandparents

MINISTER
Doug English

I see it more and more in churches these days. Grandparents enter the building, their
hair grey and their bodies a little worn, preceded by bouncing, rambunctious grandchildren.
I note that there is a generation missing.
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Please don’t misunderstand. I know many good parents who move heaven and earth
to lead their children spiritually. The parents of my grandchildren are both good,
faithful Christians. But you and I both know this other phenomenon exists, too. The
grandchildren suffer broken homes or parents who have fallen away from their faith.
It is at this delicate juncture that grandparents intervene. “Can I take the kids to
church?” “Can I pay for their church camp?” Grandparents do what they can to keep
their grandchildren faithful.
God bless you, faithful grandparents.
Of course, this is not the ideal way to ensure faith in these precious little ones. But
we do the best we can with what we have.

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
Sun. Morn. Worship.10:00am
Sunday Evening……..5:00pm
Wed. Evening…...7:00pm

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

Timothy’s faithfulness occurred in the absence of a believing father. Sliding into his
place was his grandmother Lois. “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that
dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure,
dwells in you as well” (2 Timothy 1:5). Israel, bent and blind with age placed his
hands gently on his grandsons’ heads and blessed them (Genesis 48:15,16).
Grandparents, don’t give up on your grandchildren’s spiritual lives. If you care
about their future in this life, you most certainly should care about their future in
eternal life. You are their best last chance. Make a difference!
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Stan Mitchell

Announcements

Why Are You Afraid?

Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.

When Jesus and the disciples were caught in a storm
on Galilee, they woke Him up, and He calmed the
storm. He then said to them; “Why are you afraid?
How is it that you have no faith?” (Mark 4:40).

Wayne Scott will be speaking today.

The word for fear here is “deilos” – dread; timid; fearful, or cowardice (Never used in a good sense). Fear of
God is “phobas” – originally “flight.” Sometimes we
run into the storms of life and we react with “dread,”
which perhaps tells God we are lacking in faith.

Doug and Judy will be here to begin the wor k
with us on March 7th. Pray they will have a safe trip
here.

He understands normal fear, but wants us to hold on to
faith. God does not want us to be paralyzed with fear.
He wants us to remember our faith when we run into
problems.
May God help us to grow in faith.
Rick Laing
Austin, TX

During the Valleys of Your Faith
The Christian life is all about peaks and valleys. When we are feeling good about our relationship with God
and Jesus and something happens to re-enforce those spiritual feelings, we call that time “peak times” or
“mountain top experiences.” When things don’t go right and we wonder if God is really listening to us (or if
He really cares), those are the “valley experiences.”
The prophet Jeremiah gave the Hebrew people a “Peaks and Valleys” lecture. Jeremiah witnessed the brutal
takeover of Jerusalem in 587 B.C. by the Babylonians. The Hebrew people who survived the ransacking of
their homes and property were taken into captivity and marched hundreds of miles from Jerusalem to Babylon.
This was a real down time – a real valley time in their faith.
And that’s where Jeremiah comes in with words of hope. He tells them (and us) God’s promise: “For surely I
know the plans that I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for calamity, to give you a
future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). In these words, Jeremiah delivers God’s answer to His people’s questions:
“The valley you are in right now won’t last forever. God is with you and will see you through.”
Jeremiah’s words still ring true for us today. God has plans for us—as individuals, and as a community of
faith. God offers us–each and all–a future with hope. Isn’t that good news? Especially on those days when the
terrain feels more like a valley than a peak! God offers us a future where pain can be transformed into joy. God
offers us a future where relationships can be restored. God offers us a future where brokenness can be made
whole.
Larry Fitzgerald
Abilene, TX

Are you ready for eternity?
“There was a rich man who dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. But at his
gate lay a poor man named Lazarus whose body was covered with sores, who longed to eat what fell from the rich
man’s table. In addition, the dogs came and licked his sores” (Luke 16:19-21 NET).
Jesus told a story about two men, one rich and the other poor. The rich man had all that this life had to offer. The
poor man had nothing. It would appear that he was not well, as his body was covered with sores and he lay at the
rich man’s gate. He would have been happy to have had just what fell from the rich man’s table.
“Now the poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried.
And in Hades, as he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far off with Lazarus at his side. So he called
out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue, because I am in anguish in this fire’” (Luke 16:22-24).
Death comes to everyone. The poor man seems to have died first and later the rich man. Their destiny at death was
totally different. The poor man was “carried by the angels to Abraham’s side,” referring to the rest that awaits
those faithful to God. The rich man, in contrast, was in torment. He could see Lazarus with Abraham. He longed
just to have a drop of water to cool his tongue because he was in anguish. Their roles had been reversed from what
they had in life.
“But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that in your lifetime you received your
good things and Lazarus likewise bad things, but now he is comforted here
and you are in anguish. Besides all this, a great chasm has been fixed between us, so that those who want to cross over from here to you cannot do
so, and no one can cross from there to us’” (Luke 16:25-26).
Abraham explained to the formerly rich man that there was no way that Lazarus could help him. Although it seems they were able to see each other and
converse, there was no way from where they were to the torment Lazarus was in. The man seems to have accepted
this, although he was concerned about his family who was still alive.
“So the rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, father – send Lazarus to my father’s house (for I have five brothers) to
warn them so that they don’t come into this place of torment.’ But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; they must respond to them.’ Then the rich man said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead
goes to them, they will repent.’ He replied to him, ‘If they do not respond to Moses and the prophets, they will not
be convinced even if someone rises from the dead’” (Luke 16:27-31).
The man did not want his five brothers to join him in this place of anguish. He seems to have known that they were
living just like he had lived. He asked that Lazarus be sent back to warn them. Abraham replied that they had
“Moses and the prophets” – they had God’s word. If they wouldn’t listen to God’s word they wouldn’t be convinced even if someone came back from the dead!
What can we learn from this story? Although this is a story, keep in mind that this is from Jesus – the stories he
told were true. One lesson we can learn is that we only have this life to prepare for eternity and to help our loved
ones to be ready.
Are we living so that we will be with Jesus in eternity?
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Jon Galloway

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

David Alexander

February Birthdays

Cassie Tierce

Ruth James

Betty Moore

Francis Mortland

Stephanie Moore

Barbara Trollinger

Edna 2/3
Alan 2/11
Wallace 2/11
Larry 2/16
Wendell 2/19

Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker
Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

James Adams

Christian Harris

Jimmy Searcy

Londyn Perry

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Vandagriff

Kenneth Orrick

Tonia Martin

Misty Inmon

Rusty Porterfield

Katrina Pharr

Freda Baron

Henry Vandagriff

Alice Tate

February Anniversaries
Jim & Faye 2/28

Sympathy
Wanner Family

