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 April 14, 2018 Seeing as clearly as a blind man 

 

There was a man in Jerusalem who was born blind. One Sabbath Jesus stopped as 
he was passing by. While his followers argued over why the man was blind, Jesus 
made mud from his own saliva and the dust on the ground, put it on the blind man’s 
eyelids, and told him, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam” (John 9:7 NET). The blind 
man made his way there, washed the mud off his eyes, and came back seeing. He 
had been healed! 

His neighbors could tell there was something different about him. Some weren’t 
sure if it was really him, but the man kept insisting that it really was. That led to the 
obvious question: “How then were you made to see?” (John 9:10). The man then 
told his neighbors what had happened. They wanted to meet Jesus for themselves, 
but the formerly blind man did not know where he had gone (after all, he had been 
blind and had gone to wash off the mud). 

So they took him to the Pharisees. If anyone could understand what was going on it 
had to be this group of extremely religious men. The man related to them what Jesus 
had done for him. 

Some of the Pharisees automatically rejected Jesus as being a man of God – after 
all, he did heal this man on the Sabbath! Others were more thoughtful: “How can a 
man who is a sinner perform such miraculous signs?” (John 9:16). To have such an 
ability to do good had to have been from God. Because they were divided in their 
opinion, they decided to ask the man who had been healed who Jesus was. The man 
concluded, “He is a prophet” (John 9:17). 

As they could not admit that Jesus was from God, there had to be another explana-
tion. So they refused to believe that the man really had been blind and therefore no 
healing had taken place. They called the man’s parents to come before them. 

His parents came and told the Jewish leaders, “We know that this is our son and that 
he was born blind. But we do not know how he is now able to see, nor do we know 
who caused him to see. Ask him, he is a mature adult. He will speak for him-
self” (John 9:20-21).  The problem was that if anyone said that Jesus was the Messi-
ah, they would be ostracised from their community (John 9:22-23). 

(Continued on page 2) 



Announcements 
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, 
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you 
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday 
Bible study at 7:00 pm. 
 
Gospel Meeting begins today. Still time to invite 
someone. If you are visiting with us please stay and 
enjoy a period of fellowship with a meal at 11:00. 
Then stay for our 1:00 pm service. Mon - Wed 7:00 
pm. 
 
CORRECTION: 
Judy’s phone number is: 
864-441-2107 

 

Drunkenness is the devil’s back 
door to hell and everything that 
is hellish. For he that once gives 
away his brains to drink is ready 

to be caught by Satan for any-
thing.  

C. H. Spurgeon 

The man was called to come for the second time and told that he had to tell the truth and that they knew “this 
man” was a sinner. The man replied, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. I do know one thing – that alt-
hough I was blind, now I can see” (John 9:25). The evidence for him was obvious – he had been healed! 

They continued to question him as to how Jesus had caused him to see. He replied, “I told you already and you 
didn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it again? You people don’t want to become his disciples too, do 
you?” (John 9:26). 

They did not appreciate his forthright answer and began to insult and slander him, calling him a disciple of Je-
sus and born completely sinful. They then threw him out of the synagogue, ostracising him from the Jewish 
community. 

Jesus heard about what happened and found the man. He asked if he believed in the Son of Man. “He an-
swered, ‘And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and it is he 
who is speaking to you.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe,’ and he worshiped him” (John 9:36-38 ESV). 

Jesus is a teacher but so much more. He is a prophet, but so much more. He is the Son of Man, the Messiah 
promised of old, the Son of God. He came into the world “that those who do not see may see” (John 9:39). 

May we see him as clearly as the formerly blind man did. 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Jon Galloway 
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Eyes that do not see 

“Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, and seeing you will see and not perceive; for the hearts of this 
people have grown dull, Their ears are hard of hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with 
their eyes and hear with their ears, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, so that I should heal 
them” (Matthew 13:14-15 NKJV). 

I admit that my eyes are not as sharp as they may have once been, nor my ears as sensitive. Yet I am still amazed 
at the ability of the people of South Asia to see tiny details at surprising distances. When going through the jungles 
of the national parks, our local guides will see deer and other animals bedded down in thickets that I can barely 
detect even when they are pointed out to me. Here on our campus birds that are well within the canopy of leaves 
are identified long before I can catch even a flicker of motion. 

I prize my eyesight, imperfect as it is, and do what I can to preserve and improve it. This world is filled with won-
derful and beautiful things, and I want to be able to enjoy them. More importantly, there are many threats and dan-
gers that I want to see while there is still time and space to avoid them. 

In the Bible there are many stories of people whose eyes were closed. Three times Balaam failed to see an angel 
blocking his path – an angel that his donkey saw and avoided (Numbers 22:22-27). Elisha’s servant could not see 
the army of the Lord protecting the prophet until his eyes were opened (2 Kings 6:15-17). And the disciples on the 
way to Emmaus could not perceive the identity of the resurrected Jesus until he de-
parted from them (Luke 24:13-35). 

Most of us have seen and been bemused by puzzles that reveal more than 
one image, depending upon how they are viewed. All have or will discover 
that they have misread words or misidentified images that turned out to be 
far different than first believed. The adage, “Seeing is believing” unfortu-
nately is often misleading at best. We cannot always believe everything that 
we think we have seen. 

Is there a cure for closed eyes, in the sense that Jesus is speaking of in Matthew 13? When we have stubbornly 
blocked our perception through prejudice or other hindrance true understanding is impossible. We must make eve-
ry effort to correct our errors and develop the ability to see accurately and truly. Yes there is a cure, but it requires 
our commitment to true perception. 

First there is the obvious: we must open our eyes. No one sees with his or her eyes shut, whether literally or meta-
phorically. When I strive to see the bird someone is pointing at I try to get a correct direction and distance, then 
focus and look intently. A casual glance rarely reveals much. We must concentrate, making sure our eyes are genu-
inely open. 

Second, we must develop a great desire for true vision. Someone has said, “People see what they expect to see.” 
That is true. When a familiar statement is altered by one word or letter many will continue to read it as the original, 
entirely failing to see the change that has been made. Our mind concludes that certain words are there even when 
our eyes do not see them. That accounted for much of the Jewish rejection of Jesus. They knew what the Messiah 
would be and do, and Jesus just did not fit the pattern. They could not see him in that mold. 

Finally, we must reject mirages. The world presents many false images, with promises that will never be fulfilled. 
We not only see what we expect, we often see what we want to find. One must learn to avoid the distraction of vi-
sions and dreams which have no reality. Our desires lead us down false paths to destruction (James 4:1-5). 

When we look with eyes trained by the Spirit (Romans 8:1-11) and empowered by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7), we 
will truly see. God cannot lie (Titus 1:2) and his promises are certain. Let us keep our eyes and ears open that we 
might receive his blessings. 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Michael Brooks 

The world presents 
many false images, with 
promises that will never 

be fulfilled.  



Service timeS 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study  9:00am 
Worship  10:00am 
Evening  5:00pm 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

Bible Study  7:00pm 
 
 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!  

 
Psalms 133:1 

The process for becoming a Christian is 
the same as it was over 2000 years ago! 
To become a Christian, one must: 
 

Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17 
 

Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6 
 

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3 
 

Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10 
 

Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38 
 

Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10 
 

None of these alone will make you a 
Christian. These commands are from 
God and must be obeyed from the heart 
to become a Christian. 

 
 

April Birthdays 
Amber Johnson 4/21 

 
 

April Anniversaries 
James & Bonnie 4/15 

 

Prayer List 
 
 
 

Paula Wanner  David Alexander 
Cassie Tierce  Brenda Jacobs 
Betty Lindley  Francis Mortland 
Stephanie Moore Barbara Trollinger 
Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker 
Lou Dodson  Lynn Sander   
James Adams  Christian Harris 
Londyn Perry Calvin Barber 
Christy Hickox Brenda Leatherwood  
Susan Vandagriff Kenneth Orrick 
Tonia Martin  Misty Inmon 
James Nevel  Julie Wilson 
Freda Baron  Henry Vandagriff 
Alice Tate  Stephen Saponara 
Kathy Gulledge Mickey Kelly 
 

Sympathy 
Searcy family 


