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SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
Sun. Morn. Worship.10:00am
Sunday Evening……..5:00pm
Wed. Evening…...7:00pm

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

Birds and flowers
“Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into
barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
they?… Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor
spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
like one of these” (Matthew 6:26, 28-29, NKJV).
One of the pleasures I experience often in other countries is the sight of unfamiliar animals, flowers, and trees. It is not that the kingfisher of South Asia is
necessarily prettier or more colorful than, say, the indigo bunting or goldfinch
of North America. They are just less familiar and thus perhaps more exciting
to see. But I love to see the cardinals and finches at my own feeders at home
too, regardless of how often I have watched them.
In Matthew, Jesus used the little creatures of God as evidence of his love and
power to care for all of creation, including human beings. The primacy of
mankind is taught clearly in Scripture (Psalm 8:3-8; Genesis 9:2-3). Jesus argued, therefore, that if God provides for these little things, how much more
should we expect him to provide for those created “in his own image” (Genesis 1:27)?
A popular song, often taught as a children’s song, begins, “The little flower
that opens, the little bird that sings, God made their glowing colors, he made
their tiny wings. All things bright and beautiful, creatures great and small, all
things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.”
(Continued on page 2)

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Gospel Meeting is in the books. Let’s apply what
we heard last week.

When you were born, you were
crying, and everyone around you
was smiling. Live your life so that
when you die, you're the one who is
smiling, and everyone around you
is crying.

CORRECTION:
Judy’s phone number is:
864-441-2107

(Continued from page 1)

God’s creative power and wisdom are displayed by the things which he has made (Romans 1:20).
Though without tongue or voice or language, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). Not only may we recognize God’s power and knowledge
through these things; they also declare his basic goodness. “Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good” (Psalm 136:1). Creation’s beauty, beneficence, and abundance testify to God’s willingness to
bless. “He did not leave himself without witness, in that he did good, gave us rain from heaven and
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness” (Acts 14:17).
With the abundance of evidence that “God is, and . . . he is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
him” (Hebrews 11:6), it is not surprising that Scripture declares, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There
is no God'” (Psalm 14:1). Let us look at the birds and the flowers and all of the other marvels of creation and ask ourselves reasonably, “Is there another explanation for their existence more reasonable
than that they are the product of intelligent design and purpose?” If so, what can it be? Did all of this
come from billions of years of consecutive and cumulative fortuitous accidents? I think not.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Michael Brooks

Don’t reject what God has given
When Stephen appeared before the Sanhedrin to answer for what

he was teaching, he gave the highest Jewish
court a history lesson. Stephen’s speech is often referred to as his “defense” but it really wasn’t defending what he
had been teaching; he was convicting the Jewish leaders of following in the steps of their forefathers.
He began by talking about Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Acts 7:1-8), and then centered in on Joseph (Acts 7:9-16).
With Joseph, he introduced his theme: the one God who was with Joseph was the one who was rejected by his
brothers.
He spent most of his time talking about Moses (Acts 7:17-43). He included information we don’t normally consider. “At this time Moses was born, and he was beautiful in God’s sight. He was cared for in his father’s home for
three months” (Acts 7:20 CSB). We may have heard of “beautiful babies” but apparently Moses was even beautiful to God [although this word may be indicating that “he was no ordinary child” (Acts 7:20 NIV)].
We also learn a little more about his interaction with the children of Israel who were enslaved. “When he saw one
of them being mistreated, he came to his rescue and avenged the oppressed man by striking down the Egyptian. He
assumed his people would understand that God would give them deliverance through him, but they did not understand” (Acts 7:24-25 CSB). It would seem that Moses was aware that God would use him to deliver the Israelites
from Egyptian slavery – and this was forty years before this actually happened. The people did not understand and
rejected the one that God had selected – and Moses fled from Egypt.
“This Moses, whom they rejected when they said, ‘Who appointed you a ruler and a judge?’ — this one God sent as a ruler and a deliverer through the
angel who appeared to him in the bush. This man led them out and performed wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the
wilderness for forty years” (Acts 7:35-36). We again see Stephen’s theme:
the one they rejected was the one God sent to deliver them.

God has called us to
be different. We must
obey him.

The Israelites continued to rebel against Moses during their forty years in the
wilderness. In reality, they were rejecting God, as we can easily see when they made the golden calf at Mount Sinai. But Moses told them about one who was to come. “This is the Moses who said to the Israelites: ‘God will
raise up for you a prophet like me from among your brothers’” (Acts 7:37).
Stephen then began talking about the worship of God. Originally they had built a “tabernacle of the testimony” (Acts 7:44). This tent was taken into the Promised Land with Joshua and remained until the days of David.
David wanted to build a “dwelling place for the God of Jacob” (Acts 7:46), although it was his son, Solomon, who
was the one who built the temple. But how could the God who created the heavens and the earth be contained in a
building that man made?
Stephen then made his point: “You stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are always resisting the Holy Spirit. As your ancestors did, you do also” (Acts 7:51). You see, this wasn’t just a history lesson. This
was what they were still doing. Their ancestors had persecuted the prophets – they had killed the Righteous One,
the prophet Moses had written about. By doing this they had rejected God and his word (Acts 7:53).
And isn’t this the lesson for us, as well? So often we look around us at what everyone else who claims to be following Jesus is doing and not listening to what God has said. We don’t want to be different, so we end up rejecting
God’s word.
God has called us to be different. We must obey him.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Jon Galloway

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

David Alexander

April Birthdays

Cassie Tierce

Kathy Gulledge

Amber Johnson 4/21

Betty Lindley

Francis Mortland

Stephanie Moore

Barbara Trollinger

Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker

April Anniversaries

Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

James & Bonnie 4/15

James Adams

Christian Harris

Londyn Perry

Calvin Barber

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Vandagriff

Kenneth Orrick

Tonia Martin

Misty Inmon

James Nevel

Julie Wilson

Freda Baron

Henry Vandagriff

Alice Tate

Stephen Saponara

Sympathy
Searcy family
Higginbottom Family

