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What did Satan promise Eve?

Doug English

He promised her that if she ate the fruit she would become like a goddess. “God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). Talk about promising a woman the moon
and the stars!

Office

But what did he actually give her? Genesis notes that when they ate the fruit they
“knew that they were naked” (Genesis 3:7). Well, they had information for sure, but
short of the knowledge God possesses.
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You see, Satan promises us the sun and the moon and the stars, but he does not deliver. While sin does provide pleasures, it is nothing as magnificent as that which it
promises. It’s a little like junk food. We smell it cooking and think we’re going to
get some magnificent cuisine. Sin, like junk food, is easily accessible, leaves you
craving more, never truly fills you up, and, note this, making it a habit will kill you.
I think of the adverts that show compelling and cool people drinking alcohol.
They’re having so much fun together! They’re so sophisticated! Tomorrow they will
be so hung over!
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Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
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Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

Or the dramas on television depicting adultery. They’re so in love! They’ve found
such solace in each other! Tomorrow their families will be broken, children disorientated and frightened. There’s what we see in the here and now, the allure of sin,
and what takes place down the road and around the corner, the heartbreak and, it
still stings.
Moses chose to serve God rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin “for a
time” (Hebrews 11:25). Sin’s promises are saccharine sweet, insubstantial as Jell-O,
and just as hollow. Instead, find genuine fulfillment in the Lord.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Stan Mitchell

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Scripture and Songs next Sunday night.

Congratulations
2018
Graduating Seniors

Graduation Celebration with fellowship meal
next Sunday night after services at Belmont café.

Shawn Robinson
Tess Moore
Miranda Holcomb

Own your relationship to God
On the prayer website of a popular religious minister of old, the author titles one of his pages with the idea of
owning our relationship to God.
This is a happy phrase. It encourages us to assume responsibility for our relationship with God. I personally
have to pursue it and nourish it. I must recognize that no other pursuit is as noble or worthy as knowing God.
Fellowship with my Creator must be the great project of life. This means that no one else can assume responsibility for it. Nor can I blame anyone for failures in it.
Owning our relationship to God also means to assume our identity as God’s people. He is our God and we are
his flock. We who were nothing have been born into his family. We have a new name, given by his grace. We
do not identify ourselves as earthly citizens nor promote political or social agenda, but wear the name of Christ
before the world. As his people, we must not hide our light, but let it shine before the world. We mustn’t be
ashamed of our Lord nor of his teaching.
Owning our relationship to God also means that we recognize and rejoice in our position before him as servants. We acknowledge his sovereignty. We revel in being slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ. We see life in Christ
as joyful service, for we imitate him who became a humble servant. All that we have comes from him, belongs
to him, and is to be used for his purpose and glory.
Own your relationship to God. Be responsible for pursuing it; assume your identity as belonging to him; and
rejoice in your humble position before him. Only by owning it can we possess it.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 J. Randal Matheny

The small print on giant speakers

Is it easy to agree upon societal policies? Just consider our nation’s tensions on a number of hot button
issues.
What if a nation were to attempt to conform to an even higher standard then human notions of justice and
compassion? What if it sought to function as God’s holy nation, a kingdom of priests? How should such a
country handle accidents, crime, property issues, worship and immorality?
Welcome to the book of the covenant (Exodus 20-23) where God provided Israel with his small print. At
Mt. Sinai, God had invited Israel into a relationship with himself. Israel’s leaders having just experienced
God’s liberating power through the ten plagues and the dividing of the Red Sea enthusiastically agreed.
Who would not want such a powerful God on your side?
Then God essentially said, slow down. Prepare yourselves over a two day period to receive the small print
of what it will mean for you to live as my holy nation (Exodus 19:10,11,14,15).
Three days later God’s presence descended upon Mt. Sinai as its
mountain peak erupted in fire and thick billows of smoke rose. The
ground quaked in the presence of the holy God. Then God’s voice as if
on giant speakers began booming his small print. Israel trembled. Can
you blame them?

….we are called to align
our lives with God’s
holy ways

If people are going to be in fellowship with this holy God, they must conform to his holy ways. The first part of God’s small print constitutes what we call the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20). After giving the Ten Commandments God outlined some general societal principles
for how a holy nation should behave (Exodus 21-23).
Upon hearing all of God’s directions and agreeing to live according to these covenantal policies (Exodus
24:7), everyone signed on the dotted line. This relationship agreement was ratified by the sacrificial blood
of the covenant being sprinkled upon the altar and the people (Exodus 24:6,8; Hebrews 9:17-21).
While we do not live in a political theocracy, we are called to align our lives with God’s holy ways (1 Peter 1:14-16). God has not changed. In order for us to be in fellowship with God, God must make us holy
through Christ’s covenantal blood. Furthermore, we are called to live in agreement with God’s ways by
avoiding sinful and rebellious attitudes and behaviors.
Understanding what God has done should cause us to break out in praise! Not only has God made us holy,
something we could never achieve, God also promises to continue to forgive us as we seek to walk in the
light! (Hebrews 10:14-17; 1 Peter 2:9-10). Praise be to God for his grace and mercy.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Barry Newton

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

David Alexander

Cassie Tierce

Kathy Gulledge

Betty Lindley

Francis Mortland

Stephanie Moore

Barbara Trollinger

Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker
Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

James Adams

Christian Harris

Londyn Perry

Calvin Barber

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Vandagriff

Kenneth Orrick

Tonia Martin

Misty Inmon

James Nevel

Julie Wilson

Freda Baron

Henry Vandagriff

Stephen Saponara

Rita Johnson

Grace McClelland (Donna Cooper’s granddaughter, open heart surgery Little Rock 8th)

May Birthdays
Rada Malone 5/4
Millie Higginbottom 5/10
Stephanie Harris 5/16
Stella Higginbottom 5/17
Mallory Cleveland 5/27

May Anniversaries
Wendell & Doris 5/26

Sympathy

