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Learn by doing

MINISTER

Every so often a quote by Lucille Ball appears on social media: “I’d rather regret the
things that I have done than the things that I have not done.” Though expressed in a
negative way, the sentiment highlights the importance of action.

Doug English

A Christian has a positive perspective on action. Little can be learned or gained
from inaction. In Scripture, failure to act is frowned upon, mostly. “And now what
are you waiting for? Get up, …” Acts 22.16. The Bible condemns laziness and indolence. The Lord does not know those who call him Lord but fail to do God’s will,
Matthew 7.21-23.

Office

God is the God who acts, always according to his saving plan and eternal purpose.
“Lord, you have been active from ancient times; my sovereign God, you are immortal” Habakkuk 1.12. His activity distinguishes him from false gods who can do
nothing, Jeremiah 16.19.
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SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
Sun. Morn. Worship.10:00am
Sunday Evening……..5:00pm
Wed. Evening…...7:00pm

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

So let us be saints who act. We are urged to wake from the sleep of inaction, Romans 13.11. We ought to learn from the busy ant, Proverbs 6.4-11. Our vocabulary
is full of words like diligence, practice, dedication, devotion, obedience, doing.
Years ago, a brother in Christ said he did not teach others for fear of making a mistake. His greatest mistake was in doing nothing, for no one would ever be saved by
his failure to speak. We learn by doing. That is the Lord’s way. He is more powerful
than our mistakes.
To return to Lucille Ball’s sentiment, we need not regret the things we have done,
for God will use them for good, Romans 8.28. He will discipline us. He will stretch
us and bring growth, if we put our lives in his hands. We all stumble in many ways,
James said, and by those stumbles we do not fall, but learn self-discipline and wisdom, James 3.
Our best is never enough, but it is sufficient for the moment, because that is what
the Lord wants from us. We walk in his light, 1 John 1.7, guided by it, drawn constantly toward it, purified by it, step by habitual step, consciously and purposefully
moving and acting, knowing that by doing so we join a loving multitude of saints
and discover the purification we earnestly desire.
Do and learn. Act and grow. Move toward fellowship. This is God’s way.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 J. Randal Matheny

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Gospel Meeting & Ladies Day Red Bay Church
of Christ. Details will be made in the announcements.

Let Us Consider
“And let us consider how to stimulate one another
to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as the habit of some, but encouraging
one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:24-25)
I heard a conversation the other day with some people who used to be very active in the church. Now
they do not attend at all. They miss giving that stimulation and getting it. They said they missed it at first,
but now they’re used to it. Bingo. That is the way the
devil and sin works in our lives. It seems bad at first,
but now we are used to it. That is how the deceitfulness of sin works. We need to check all of our activities with His Word, not by how we feel. Let’s check
in with Him today.

This day Only
“Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I
say to you, ‘I do not know you.’ ‘ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of
Man is coming” (Matthew 25:11-13, NKJV).
One of my pieces of electronic equipment is damaged, and though it still works for now, I have been looking for a
good opportunity to replace it. Returning from an out of town business trip I checked my email and found a good
sale on precisely the item I need. The only problem was it was headed “This Day Only”, and dated two days previously. Looks like I missed out.
Some things cause us a little regret, but no real adverse consequences if we miss the opportunity to avail ourselves
of them. Some things, however, are far more serious. All husbands who have forgotten their wives’ birthdays or
their anniversaries can attest to that. (In theory, it should work the other way also, except that wives just don’t forget those things – that’s not in their DNA).
Missing a sale on a desired item costs us a little money. Other failures are far more serious. One may forget to take
necessary medicine, or to pay a bill on time. I have (rarely, thankfully) forgotten appointments.
One of my most serious “forgets” was to leave my passport in a bank security
box over the weekend, when I was due to fly overseas early Monday morning. That cost an extra day of travel as well as ticket exchange fees for the
new flight.

Jesus will return one
time and only one time,
after which all creation
will be destroyed

Sometimes it is not our memory that fails us, but neglect or lack of preparation. Jesus told of ten virgins who were to be part of the groom’s procession
in a wedding (Matthew 25:1-13). They were stationed at a particular place
where they were to be met by the wedding party. Five of the young ladies had prepared for an indeterminate wait
by bringing extra oil for the lamps they were to hold to illuminate the procession. The other five brought only the
oil already in their lamps.
Before the groom reached them the lamps of the five who were poorly prepared ran out of oil so that they had to
go for replacements. While they were gone the procession passed and they were left. When they came to the place
of the wedding and asked for admittance, they were refused. The point of the story? “Watch therefore, for you
know neither the day nor the hour when the Son of Man is coming.”
Jesus, who is the groom to which the Church is betrothed as a bride (Ephesians 5:22ff), has promised to return to
reclaim those who are his. Our responsibility is to be ready for his coming, whenever that time might be. Over and
over he has warned us to “watch” (Matthew 24:42) and to “be ready” (Matthew 24:44). His coming will be unexpected and surprising, just as the great flood caught everyone without warning as in “the days of Noah” (Matthew
24:37-39), and like the coming of a thief in the night (Matthew 24:43).
Just like my missed sale which was for “this day only,” so Jesus will return one time and only one time, after
which all creation will be destroyed (2 Peter 3:10), the dead will be raised (1 Thessalonians 4:16), and all will
stand before the throne of Christ to be judged “according to what he has done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10). We will be ready for his coming, or we will cry out in vain, “Lord, open to us.” There will be no later
opportunity.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Michael Brooks

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

David Alexander

Cassie Tierce

Kathy Gulledge

Betty Lindley

Francis Mortland

Stephanie Moore

Barbara Trollinger

Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker
Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

James Adams

Christian Harris

Londyn Perry

Calvin Barber

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Vandagriff

Kenneth Orrick

Tonia Martin

Misty Inmon

Julie Wilson

Grace McClelland

Freda Baron

Henry Vandagriff

Stephen Saponara

Rita Johnson

May Birthdays
Rada Malone 5/4
Millie Higginbottom 5/10
Stephanie Harris 5/16
Stella Higginbottom 5/17
Mallory Cleveland 5/27

May Anniversaries
Wendell & Doris 5/26

Sympathy

