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Walking in truth

When John wrote his second letter he was concerned with truth as well as with
love. And when you think about it, these two go hand in hand: truth and love. In a
world where “truth” seems to be defined as whatever a person wants it to be, it is
refreshing to read about something definite and concrete called “truth” – and it is
based in God’s word.
“The elder, To the lady chosen by God and to her children, whom I love in the
truth—and not I only, but also all who know the truth— because of the truth, which
lives in us and will be with us forever…” (2 John 1-2 NIV).
Although “the lady” could be a specific Christian woman, most believe that this is
referring to a congregation. The text would seem to bear this out as “you” in Greek,
throughout the letter, is plural rather than singular. Her “children” then would be the
Christians who were part of that community of God’s people.
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Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

Notice how vital “truth” is to the apostle John – he loves them in truth, all who
know the truth also love them, and this love is based on the truth that lives in us as
Christians.
What is the truth that John refers to? A simple answer would seem to be “Jesus”. In
the upper room the night of his betrayal Jesus told those with him: “I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John
14:6). Doesn’t this make sense in the context John is using it? John loved “the lady”
and “her children” in Jesus. All who knew Jesus loved them. They love them because Jesus lives in them and will be with them forever. Jesus is the truth. And truth
is connected with love.
“It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as
the Father commanded us. And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. And
this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from
the beginning, his command is that you walk in love” (2 John 4-6).
(Continued on page 2)

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Gospel Meeting & Ladies Day Red Bay Church
of Christ.

Endurance
A mighty wind blew night and day;
It stole the oak tree’s leaves away,
Then snapped its boughs and pulled its bark,
Until the oak was tired and stark.
But still the oak tree held its ground
While other trees fell all around.
The weary wind gave up and spoke,
“How can you still be standing, Oak?”
The oak tree said, “I know that you
Can break each branch of mine in two,
Carry every leaf away,
Shake my limbs, and make me sway,
But I have roots stretched in the earth,
Growing stronger since my birth.
You’ll never touch them, for you see,
They are the deepest part of me.
Until today I wasn’t sure
Of just how much I could endure.
But now I’ve found, with thanks to you,
I’m stronger than I ever knew.”
via THE SOW ER

(Continued from page 1)

He was full of joy because Christians were “walking in the truth” – they were living their lives in Jesus (and he
in them!) and they were following what God has commanded. The way they were living was based on love.
This wasn’t a new command but a command that has always been there: we need to “love one another”.
And what is love? “That we walk in obedience to his commands.” If we love, we are obedient. We cannot
claim to love our parents and then not obey what they ask of us. Our actions would be in opposition to our
words. And it is the same with our relationship with God. We cannot claim to love God and then not obey him.
“His command is that you walk in love.”
Isn’t this the problem that he highlights in the rest of this letter? There were those who were claiming to be following God, claiming to be true teachers, yet were not obeying God. People can claim anything. They can
claim to be full of love. Yet the proof of this is seen in their obedience.
“Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son” (2 John 9).
Love, truth, and obedience are inseparable. If we have these, “Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love” (2 John 3).
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Jon Galloway

Having a clear conscience

Twice, while defending what he believed, Paul referred to his conscience. Our conscience is that part within us
that distinguishes between what is right and what is wrong and serves as a guide to what we do. Having a clear
conscience means that we do not go against what we believe is right and do what is wrong.
After Paul was taken into custody at the temple in Jerusalem, the Romans wanted to know why the Jews were
enraged by him. They had Paul brought before the Jewish council, the Sanhedrin, in an effort to discover why the
Jews felt so strongly against him. As Paul began to speak to them, he made a statement that caused the high priest
to order him to be struck on the mouth: “Brothers, I have lived my life with a clear conscience before God to this
day” (Acts 23:1 NET).
Why did the high priest react so violently to Paul saying this? It was because Paul, being a Jew, had spent time
among Gentiles. The high priest found it particularly offensive that Paul could do this and then say that his
conscience was clear. Earlier, when Paul told the crowd at the temple that he had been sent by God to the Gentiles,
the Jews who were there reacted quite violently against him (see Acts 22:21-23).
Due to a plot against his life, Paul had been taken to Caesarea where the Roman governor lived. Felix, who was
the governor, then ordered the Jews to come and present their accusations against Paul before his court. When Paul
began to speak he once again appealed to his conscience being clear.
“But I confess this to you, that I worship the God of our ancestors according
to the Way (which they call a sect), believing everything that is according to
the law and that is written in the prophets. I have a hope in God (a hope that
these men themselves accept too) that there is going to be a resurrection of
both the righteous and the unrighteous. This is the reason I do my best to
always have a clear conscience toward God and toward people” (Acts 24:1416).

We need to invest time
in God’s word so that
our conscience will be
accurately trained

Paul tried at all times to have a clear conscience. Even before he met Jesus, his life was centered on God’s word.
But he hadn’t discovered that Jesus was the promised Messiah. As a result, he was convinced that he needed to
oppose those following Jesus, including imprisoning Christians and even voting against them when they were
sentenced to death (see Acts 26:9-11).
We need to train our conscience. We do this by spending time with God and his word so that we know right from
wrong. As we live our lives based on God’s word, our conscience is trained through the correct decisions we
make.
We need to realize, though, that just because our conscience may be clear, it doesn’t mean that we are living right.
Like Paul, we may not have the necessary information to make a correct application to our lives. But, because Paul
lived his life in the hope of a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous, when Jesus appeared to him he
was able to update his conscience based on the new information that Jesus was the Messiah.
It is important that we base our lives on what we believe. As Paul later wrote, “whatever is not from faith is
sin” (Romans 14:23). But it is also important that we base what we believe on God’s word.
We need to invest time in God’s word so that our conscience will be accurately trained and we, too, can live with a
clear conscience.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Jon Galloway

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

David Alexander

Cassie Tierce

Rita Johnson

Betty Lindley

Francis Mortland

Stephanie Moore

Barbara Trollinger

Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker
Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

James Adams

Christian Harris

Londyn Perry

Calvin Barber

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Vandagriff

Kenneth Orrick

Tonia Martin

Misty Inmon

Julie Wilson

Grace McClelland

Freda Baron

Henry Vandagriff

Stephen Saponara

R. C. Byram

June Birthdays
Jim Johnson 6/15
Ashlyn Holcomb 6/26

June Anniversaries
Larry & Stephanie 6/7
Jimmy & Jan 6/25
Ronnie & Carol 6/28

Sympathy

