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Winston Churchill said, “Only one link of the chain of destiny can be handled at a 
time.” A less remarkable person reportedly said, “If you try to catch two rabbits, 
you’ll catch none.” 
The help-wanted ads clamor for a person who has “multi-tasking skills.” Do those 
exist? It seems as though a person may do more than one thing at a time but may 
make a mistake because attention is diverted. 
Israel had only one purpose: it was to serve the Lord God. Nothing else mattered. 
God led Israel through the wilderness and promised to defeat its enemies. All it had 
to do was serve him. The people became distracted trying to do unnecessary things. 
Ezekiel, by the inspiration of God, tried to teach Israel it only had one thing on 
which to concentrate its efforts. In Ezekiel 15, the prophet used the figure of a 
grapevine. He asked what could be made from the wood of that vine. The answer 
was obvious. Nothing can be made from it because it is unsuitable. It has no straight 
surface and it is not large enough for anything except for maybe a tent peg.  It had 
only one purpose and that was to grow grapes. 
The vine returned to prominence in John chapter 15 in a figure Jesus used in almost 
the same way. We must abide, or remain, in him (John 15:4). The little word “in” is 
important here because it means we are to remain within the sphere of Christ’s in-
fluence. As long as we live within the commandments and influence of Jesus’ teach-
ings, we will remain faithful workers in his kingdom. This is the only focus we 
should have. 
There is a second reason why Jesus used the vine as an example. If one severs a 
branch from the vine, the branch dies. Grape vines are mostly wood. It has been es-
timated that almost 70 percent of an unpruned grapevine is useless wood. So, in late 
winter or early spring, each vine must be pruned. The pruned wood is discarded. 
If we do not remain within the sphere of influence of Jesus and therefore bear fruit 
as his disciples, we risk becoming discarded. Jesus, in John 15:14 repeats what he 
told them in John 14:15, “You are my friends if you do what I command 
you,” (John 15:14 NET). We cannot call ourselves faithful Christians and useful in 
the kingdom if we do not obey the commands of Jesus. If we don’t, we face being 
discarded from the vine. 
Israel failed to remain faithful to God because it allowed itself to lose its focus on 
what was important. Will we suffer the same fate? We will if we don’t remember to 
concentrate on obeying Christ by keeping his commands. 
 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 John Henson 



Announcements 
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, 
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you 
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday 
Bible study at 7:00 pm. 
 
Singing in the Park in Winfield tonight. There is 
a group going in the van if anyone wants to go. 
 
 

·  

· A LESSON FROM CRAYONS  

·  

· We could learn a lot from cray-
ons.  Some are sharp, some are pretty, 
and some are dull.  Some have weird 

names, and all are different colors, but 
they all have to live in the same box. 

–Trib-Bits, Decatur Tribune 



Don’t tamper with God’s word 
 

“I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him 
the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will 
take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book” (Revelation 22:18–19 
ESV). 

What a stern warning to end this book of prophecy! And what a stern warning to end the collection of books we 
call the “New Testament.” 

We realize the order of books in the Bible was not given to us by God – in fact, the order we use in our English 
Bibles of the “Old Testament” is different from the order that the Jews had. Our New Testament order of books 
and letters starts with Jesus (the Gospels), proceeds through the history of God’s people (Acts) and then has the 
letters, largely written by apostles. The letters begin with Paul’s letter and are arranged in order of length, with Ro-
mans being the longest and Philemon being the shortest (those with “sequels” are kept together). But it seems that 
Revelation has always been placed at the end of our collection. 

This warning is something we find throughout God’s word: at the beginning of the Torah, in the middle, and at the 
end.  

Before Israel entered into the Promised Land, Moses told the new generation of Israelites what God expected of 
them. Twice he emphasized to them the need to not add to God’s word or take 
away from it. 

“You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you 
may keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I command 
you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). “Everything that I command you, you shall be 
careful to do. You shall not add to it or take from it” (Deuteronomy 12:32). 

Even in the Proverbs, a book of wisdom for living, we find this same emphasis: 
“Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Do not add to his words, lest he 
rebuke you and you be found a liar” (Proverbs 30:5-6). 

And, of course, the warning at the end of John’s “Revelation.” Although it speaks specifically about “the words of 
the prophecy of this book,” the principle is not a new one. It is found throughout the pages of scriptures. Don’t add 
to what God has revealed; don’t take away from God’s words. It is difficult not to understand these words. 

Why would someone wish to add to any section of scripture? Why would anyone want to remove anything from 
scripture? The reason people would want to do this is that they don’t like what it says. Perhaps they feel it is too 
restrictive. Or maybe they think it is not restrictive enough. Sadly, people often want God’s word to reflect their 
thinking and what they want rather than change their lives to be in step with God’s word. 

When you think about it, isn’t it quite arrogant to think that we know better than God? God, who knows everything 
and created us, knows what is best for us. Like children, we may not always see the wisdom in what God has re-
vealed, but if we want to be with him for eternity, we need to listen to him. 

May we learn to trust God more. May our lives better reflect Jesus, remembering that he said to the Father when 
facing death, “Not as I will, but as you will” (Matthew 26:39). 

Rather than trying to conform God to us, let’s conform our lives to what he has revealed. Don’t tamper with God’s 
word. 

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Jon Galloway 

When you think about it, 
isn’t it quite arrogant to 
think that we know 
better than God?  



Service timeS 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study  9:00am 
Worship  10:00am 
Evening  5:00pm 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

Bible Study  7:00pm 
 
 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!  

 
Psalms 133:1 

The process for becoming a Christian is 
the same as it was over 2000 years ago! 
To become a Christian, one must: 
 

Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17 
 

Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6 
 

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3 
 

Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10 
 

Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38 
 

Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10 
 

None of these alone will make you a 
Christian. These commands are from 
God and must be obeyed from the heart 
to become a Christian. 

 
 

June Birthdays 
Jim Johnson 6/15 

Ashlyn Holcomb 6/26 
 
 

June Anniversaries 
Larry & Stephanie 6/7 

Jimmy & Jan 6/25 
Ronnie & Carol 6/28 

 

Prayer List 
 
 
 

Paula Wanner  David Alexander 
Cassie Tierce  Rita Johnson 
Betty Lindley  Francis Mortland 
Barbara Trollinger Lee Pounds 
Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker 
Lou Dodson  Lynn Sander   
James Adams  Christian Harris 
Londyn Perry Calvin Barber 
Christy Hickox Brenda Leatherwood  
Susan Vandagriff Kenneth Orrick 
Tonia Martin  Misty Inmon 
Julie Wilson  James Nevel 
Freda Baron  Henry Vandagriff 
Stephen Saponara R. C. Byram 
Joyce Swindle Naomi Rodgers 
Lanetta Girod  
 

Sympathy 
Moore family 

 


