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When Shame was a Good Thing

MINISTER

Warning: My thoughts below will likely offend or “trigger” many. Rather than taking your anger out on me, why not direct that emotion and energy toward the real
problem?

Doug English

I’m in that weird stage of life where I’m not “old,” but I’m not “young” anymore
either. I am still young enough to know what’s going on in popular culture today
(probably thanks to my children), but I’m also old enough to remember a different
time in our nation.
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For instance, there was a time in our nation where a bride wearing white was a symbol of her purity. Today, women walk down the aisle for their second or third marriage wearing white. I don’t think most brides even think about whether or not they
are “candidates” for wearing white for a wedding. I’m old enough to remember
when it was shameful for young ladies to give birth to children without being married. Today, out of wedlock births are not really a big deal. In fact, 43% of children
born in America today come home to just one parent. Let that sink in for just a moment—almost one-half of all children born are born out-of-wedlock. Simply put, we
are no longer ashamed. Our conscience has been seared with a hot iron.
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SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
Sun. Morn. Worship.10:00am
Sunday Evening……..5:00pm
Wed. Evening…...7:00pm

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

Instead of feeling shame, young people today lash out at those who might “judge”
them. High schools open up nurseries to accommodate the expanding population of
students who have babies. Parents get mad at the church for not having baby showers for their daughter who is pregnant out of wedlock. And society keeps convincing
us we should be tolerant of everything.
Shame is defined as a painful feeling of humiliation or distress caused by the consciousness of wrong or foolish behavior. But parents don’t want their children to
feel humiliation or distress. So instead of instilling strong conscience about things
like sexual purity, we relax our morals and values. As a result, our nation has successfully altered what is viewed as acceptable or normal behavior when it comes to
sex outside of marriage.
However, God does not change—He is immutable (Malachi 3:6). Whatever He has
deemed as good and right is not subject to the whims of our culture. Just because a
large percentage of the population is doing something does not make it right or
good. Good is what God wills!
God Himself formed the institution of marriage and the family (Genesis 2). The Bi(Continued on page 2)

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Scripture and songs tonight followed by fellowship meal. Please stay and enjoy a period of fellowship with us after services.
Gospel Meeting at Liberty.

ble says that he who finds a wife finds a good thing (Proverbs 18:22). The Bible speaks clearly about the sin of fornication (1 Corinthians 6:18-20; Galatians 5:19-21) and keeping the marriage bed pure (Hebrews 13:4). Sexual immorality is something that can keep someone from spending eternity with God in heaven (Revelation 21:8)—it’s a
serious subject in the eyes of God.
Why? Because there are huge consequences when a child is raised in a home without a father. (I’m not saying it
can’t be done or that it is a sin…I’m saying there are serious consequences). For instance, fatherless homes account
for:
53% of teen mothers
63% of youth suicides
71% high school dropouts
85% of youths in prison
90% of homeless/runaway children
And these are just a few of the consequences the child will face.
This also means that guys do not get a free pass. As the saying goes, “It takes two to tango.” How many guys are
walking down the aisle pure? How many guys are “manning up” and being father’s to the children they produce?
How many young men are setting aside their video game controller and actually assuming the role of spiritual leader?
Rather than Christians getting comfortable with out of wedlock births maybe we should bring back shame. I know
that sounds harsh and judgmental given our politically correct climate. But maybe we should develop a Christian
atmosphere where anything that God disapproves of is looked at as wrong and sinful. Maybe as a Christian family
we should not be supportive of behavior that the Bible says will lead someone to a lake of fire. Maybe we should
not throw celebrations for sin. (This doesn’t mean we don’t love children born into those situations. It simply means
we don’t celebrate the sinful behavior.)
Instead, maybe we should hold our children and ourselves accountable to God. Maybe we should stop allowing our
culture to dictate what is okay or acceptable. Maybe we should raise children who desire to be holy instead of desiring to live like the world. Maybe we should raise children who don’t want to feel shame and displease their heavenly father. Maybe we should raise our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord…
Brad Harrub - www.churchofchristarticles.com

Eternal Words of God
Jesus said, “It is written, man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth
of the Lord” (Matt. 4:4, italics added throughout). The full implication of that phrase, “every word which
comes from the mouth of the Lord,” can so easily be overlooked. Think about it. For man to live by every
word which comes from God necessitates that every word which God spoke still exists. Otherwise, if any
is missing, man cannot live.
Let’s take a moment to look at a parallel phrase, all the words, and the implication it has. The phrase is
found forty-one times in the Bible. Six of these times it refers to the
words of individuals expressing their own thoughts. The rest of the
time it describes the words spoken by God or words spoken by His
messenger. God gave His message, and His messengers then gave us
His word. But, they gave us more than His word— they gave us every word.
When Moses met his brother, Aaron, who was to be the spokesman,
“Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord who had sent
him…” (Ex. 4:28). Two verses later, these brothers are in Egypt talking to the Jews, “…and Aaron spoke all the words which the Lord
has spoken to Moses.” Not one word given at the burning bush was Life is found within the words of God,
omitted!
not a bowl of Wheaties.
When Moses descended from Mount Sinai, he had the two tablets of stone and “…on them were all the
words which the Lord had spoken” (Deut. 9:10). While Moses was on the mountain, God gave instructions of sacrifices and worship. Moses descended from that mount “…and came and told the people all
the words…and all the people…said, ‘All the words which the Lord has spoken we will do.’ And Moses
wrote all the words of the Lord” (Ex. 24:3-4).
Are you intrigued by this study? Do you see how God and His messengers were careful to ensure we have
all the words He spoke? Take time to read Deuteronomy 27:3, 8; 28:58; 29:29; 31:12; 32:44, 46, and
you will see this emphasis again and again. God is not just concerned about men having His word. He is
concerned about men having all the words!
There is one chapter in the Bible where the phrase, all the words, is found seven times. It concerns the
time when God told Jeremiah (who had been God’s messenger for over twenty years) to write on a scroll
all the words that God had given to him. He could not leave even one word out and do what God said.
When the king burned that scroll in his fireplace, God told Jeremiah to rewrite the scroll again and include
every word God had said.
Next time you read the Bible, read every word carefully! God has given each of them and preserved them
all!
Dan Jenkins - www.churchofchristarticles.com

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

David Alexander

Cassie Tierce

Rita Johnson

Betty Lindley

Francis Mortland

Barbara Trollinger Lee Pounds
Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker
Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

James Adams

Christian Harris

Londyn Perry

Calvin Barber

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Broussard

Kenneth Orrick

Tonia Martin

Misty Inmon

Julie Wilson

James Nevins

Freda Baron

Henry Vandagriff

Stephen Saponara

R. C. Byram

Joyce Swindle

Naomi Rodgers

Lanetta Girod

July Birthdays
James Holcomb 18th
Lasha Higginbottom 18th
Colton McCollum 23rd
Miranda Holcomb 30th

July Anniversaries
Wallace & Glenda 1st
Rajama 2nd
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