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Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

Love yourself? Part 1
Here is, as they say on Facebook, an unpopular view.
I have noticed a fascinating trend with regard to Jesus’ second greatest command to “love
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39). What this statement says, many insist, is that
we should love ourselves, because Jesus says we should.
This is an excellent example of concluding the exact opposite of what the Lord is trying to
teach.
I get that it is popular to teach self-love. How compelling it would be to find a Bible passage that actually teaches it! It’s popular these days to speak of one’s self-worth, and since
time immemorial loving self has been popular. I am sorry to break it to you, however; that’s
not what Jesus was saying in this passage.
To begin with, the emphasis needs to be placed on the first part of the statement, not the
second. We ought to emphasize the “love your neighbor” part, not the “love yourself” part.
Second, I suspect when Jesus said this, he was depending on the fact that we already love
ourselves; he’s saying, OK, now love your neighbor like that! This statement is more like
the Golden Rule, where Jesus declared that we should treat others as we would like to be
treated ourselves (Matthew 7:12). We need to see beyond our needs to the needs of others.
The challenge is more than that, however; it expresses the ability to put ourselves in their
position and treat them accordingly!
The Bible is far more concerned with our pride and selfishness than in our self-image. Ask
yourself: what kind of people have caused the most problems in our world, those with poor
self-images, or those with giant egos?
The Bible says a great deal about pride. Far from learning self-love, we are warned continually against it. Paul warns that a time would come when people are “lovers of self, lovers of
money, abusive, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy …” (2 Timothy 3:2). When we
exhibit an oversized ego, we are shining the light and the attention on ourselves. Instead, we
learn that “God opposes the proud,” and “gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). A prideful person is a selfish person; he thinks only he and his interests are important.
We are further warned, “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exists, there will be disorder and every vile practice” (James 3:16). Paul warns us to “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of
you look not only to his own interests but also to the interest of others” (Philippians 2:3,4).
To suggest that Jesus is teaching self-love is not only to miss the point of Jesus’ teaching on
the second greatest commandment but to miss the teaching of Scripture as a whole. In a
word, love God, love your neighbor. Don’t be too impressed with yourself. It’s easy, and all
too common, to love self; it is uncommon and commanded to love others as we already love
ourselves.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Stan Mitchell

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Scripture and songs tonight followed by fellowship meal. Please stay and enjoy a period of fellowship with us after services.
Gospel Meeting at Liberty.

Let’s Be A Good Neighbor!

When

Fred Rogers died on February 27, 2003, scores of newspapers carried the story as front-page
news, and almost every headline included the word “neighbor” As host of the long-running children’s
television show Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood, he was well known to millions of children and their parents
as a kind, gentle, warm person who genuinely believed “each person is special, deep inside, just the way
they are.”
Mr. Rogers once told a journalist, “When we look at our neighbor with appreciative eyes …. with gratitude for who that person truly is, then I feel we are arm in arm with Christ Jesus, the advocate of eternal
good.” Because Rogers recognized the value of each person, he believed in being a good neighbor to all.
When Jesus was asked, “Who is my neighbor?” He told the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:2937). At the conclusion of this story, the Lord asked, “Which of these three do you think was neighbor to
him who fell among the thieves?” The answer? “He who showed mercy on him” (Luke 10:36-37).
Who in our “neighborhood” needs a kind word, an arm of friendship, or an act of encouragement today?
Jesus calls us to show love and compassion to others as we love God with all our heart, and our neighbor
as ourselves (Luke 10:27). Remember, our love for our neighbor is proof of our love for God (1 John
4:19-21 – NKJV; cf. Matthew 22:39; John 13:34-35 – NKJV).
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“Get Behind Me, Satan!”

Shortly after Simon Peter made his confession to Jesus (Matthew 16:13-20 – NKJV), the gospel account next records the following exchange between Master and disciple:
“From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. Then Peter took Him aside and
began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!’ But He turned and said to
Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the
things of men’” (Matthew 16:21-23 – NKJV).
At first reading, we might think that Jesus’ reply to Peter seems harsh. After all, Peter loved and revered Jesus —
he had plainly confessed his faith in Jesus as the Christ. The very idea that someone would harm Jesus, much less
kill Him, was unthinkable to Peter. He was willing to take up arms (John 18:10) and even sacrifice his own life
(Matthew 26:35) to prevent any aggression against the Son of God. Most of us would be delighted to have someone as concerned for our well-being. Why then does Jesus upbraid Peter so sharply, calling him “an offense,” even
referring to the apostle metaphorically as “Satan”? (Matthew 16:23 – NKJV).
To answer this question, let us carefully observe the latter part of Jesus’ rebuke: “You are not mindful of the things
of God, but the things of men.”
Jesus did not deny Peter’s love for Him, but He recognized that love, to a certain degree, was a selfish one. After
listening to the teachings of Jesus for three years, one would think that Peter would have understood God’s plan
and purpose in sending His Son required His death as a sacrifice for the sins of others. Even if that fact were not
entirely clear to the apostle, something else should have been — if the Lord said something had to happen in order
for His will to be accomplished — that was exactly the way it had to happen (cf. Isaiah 55:10-11 – NKJV). There
could be no room for argument, compromise, or second-guessing.
There’s no question that Peter believed in Jesus’ mission (Matthew 10:5-6 – NKJV; cf. Matthew 15:24; Matthew
18:11; Luke 19:10), but he wanted to see that mission accomplished on terms suitable to him. He desired salvation,
but he didn’t want Jesus to suffer and die to make that salvation possible — even if God said it was necessary
(Hebrews 10:5-10 – NKJV; cf. Psalm 40:6-8 – NKJV; Matthew 26:39 – NKJV; John 4:34 – NKJV; John 5:30 –
NKJV; John 6:38 – NKJV). Peter’s motivation to preserve the life of the Lord he so loved, would seem noble in
our eyes. However, Jesus wanted him to understand that no motive is noble if it conflicts with God’s divine plan!
In today’s so-called religious world, we see many folks who are mindful of the things of men rather than of God.
Their motives often appear worthwhile because they say they do not want anyone to be lost. However, they tell
folks their sins are forgiven and their souls saved when they have not obeyed God’s commands of repentance and
baptism (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21). Focusing only on the happiness of people, they offer them worldly
diversions, even though these things are not according to God’s will (Colossians 2:18-23 – NKJV).
They want people to attend church services, so they make worship an attractive spectacle instead of humble obeisance to the Lord (John 4:24 – NKJV; 1 Corinthians 10:31 – NKJV; Colossians 3:16-17 – NKJV; cf. Micah 6:8 –
NKJV; 1 Samuel 15:22 – NKJV). They don’t want to offend anyone, so they permit women to lead in worship despite God’s prohibitions in that regard (1 Corinthians 14:34-38; 1 Timothy 2:11-12) and justify those who unrepentantly engage in immorality (1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Galatians 5:19-21).
Jesus’ words to Peter prove that even the most sincere individual can be sincerely wrong when that sincerity is not
fully subject to God’s will. Peter’s love for J esus could not be permitted to supplant the Father’s righteous
plan for mankind’s salvation (cf. 1 Corinthians 2:7-8 – NKJV). We would be wise to learn from Peter’s error, and
remember that God’s work can only be done God’s way (Matthew 7:21-23), lest He say to us, “Get behind Me,
Satan!” (Matthew 16:23 – NKJV).
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Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

David Alexander

Cassie Tierce

Rita Johnson

Betty Lindley

Francis Mortland

Barbara Trollinger Lee Pounds
Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker
Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

James Adams

Christian Harris

Londyn Perry

Kaye Pope

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Broussard

Kenneth Orrick

Tonia Martin

Misty Inmon

Julie Wilson

James Nevins

Freda Baron

Henry Vandagriff

Stephen Saponara

R. C. Byram

Joyce Swindle

Naomi Rodgers

Lanetta Girod

July Birthdays
James Holcomb 18th
Lasha Higginbottom 18th
Colton McCollum 23rd
Miranda Holcomb 30th

July Anniversaries
Wallace & Glenda 1st
Rajama 2nd

Sympathy

