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Indestructible lives within our grasp
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It probably sounds too good to be true. Nevertheless, Jesus revealed through his
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teachings and his actions that he wants to help us obtain indestructible lives.
On a hillside long ago as Jesus concluded his Sermon on the Mount, he explained
why he had spent so much time discussing money, values, relationships, the role of
God’s people in the world, and so much more. Jesus said he wanted to help us build
lives that would be impervious to the storms of life.
“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the flood arose, and the winds blew
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the
rock” (Matthew 7:21,24-25).
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Throughout this sermon Jesus contrasted two very different ways we can live our
lives. One path involves living as a disciple who organizes his or her life around
treasuring God and seeking his kingdom and righteousness above everything else.
Yet the cost of such a lifestyle involves walking down a road that is much less travelled. However, it is a life that is “blessed,” even though it stands in stark contrast to
what is commonly considered successful.

SERVICE TIMES

On that day all of his teachings culminated in a dramatic moment confronting us
with a sharp choice. Accept his teachings and put them into practice or casually dismiss and forget them. For those willing to overcome fear in order to step out in faith
to pursue the journey of being a disciple, Jesus promises: Your life will not collapse.
This is quite a promise. But then, the Messiah, the Son of God, is capable of offering it.
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Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

Not only did Jesus teach how to live, he also lived that life himself. Furthermore, he
even died to make eternal life possible for us. Jesus is serious about what he wants
to do for our lives.
An adventure with God awaits!
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Barry Newton

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Scripture and Songs followed by fellowship meal
next Sunday night. Please join us!

Trust in the Lord with all
your heart and lean not on
your own understanding.
Prov 3:5

Discouragement
I’m not sure if a preacher should be admitting this, but sometimes I don’t feel like worshiping. We might as well be honest,
sooner or later we will suffer spiritual dejection.
Did you know that no less a person than the apostle Paul got discouraged? I wonder if many of his brethren were aware of
this?
One dark night while he lay in bed and contemplated the tumultuous events of the day, God spoke to him:
“Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I
have many in this city who are my people,” (Acts 18:9,10).
It seems Paul found himself in discouragement more than once, for in Jerusalem he received another call for courage:
“Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you also must testify about me in Rome” (Acts 23:11).
What we learn from this is that discouragement is normal. Paul because discouraged, Jeremiah did, and I suspect many of
God’s people in Bible times did.
I don’t think the Lord is in the habit of telling his people things they did not need to hear. If I understand the Lord’s comments correctly, the Lord was telling Paul to “take courage” because his courage was failing at that particular moment.
It would be nice, you might be saying at those moments, if the Lord made a personal appearance to me, giving me a message of hope and courage!
But he does!
You’re just not listening!
His message of comfort is as near as your closet (Matthew 6:6), and your brethren, and most especially your Bible. Stoke
the fires of faith by praying again, being with other Christians, and by reading your Bible.
“The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words that I have spoken to you, they are spirit, and they are
life,” (John 6:63).
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Stan Mitchell

Paying the price
“Also the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Son of man, behold, I take away from you the desire of your eyes
with one stroke; yet you shall neither mourn nor weep, nor shall your tears run down. Sigh in silence, make no
mourning for the dead, and put your sandals on your feet; do not cover your lips, and do not eat man’s bread of
sorrow.’ So I spoke to the people in the morning, and at evening my wife died, and the next morning I did as I was
commanded” (Ezekiel 24:15-18 NKJV).
A preacher in one of the countries where we work targeted a community of lower income residents. Knowing they
would be uncomfortable with someone they perceived as of higher social class, he purchased a lot and built a simple house among them. He realized that he and his family would be accepting a lower living standard than that to
which they were accustomed, but they agreed that this would be a small price to pay for the opportunity to teach
and convert those who were lost.
Can we admit the glaring truth that most of us are not comfortable with the concept of paying a high price for our
faith? In spite of Jesus’ clear instructions to count the cost (Luke 9:57-62; 14:25-33), we persist in believing that
God simply does not expect (much less require) us to endure real sacrifice or suffering in service to him. After all,
we protest, “God would surely want us to be happy.” Strangely, that particular idea is not found anywhere in
Scripture. Rather we read, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12).
Nowhere in the Bible is the idea of the cost of discipleship presented more emphatically than in the lives of the Old
Testament prophets (except for the life of Jesus). Ezekiel lived out his prophetic message by losing his own wife as
a symbol of the great suffering all Judah would experience in its captivity to Babylon (Ezekiel 24:18ff). We are
extremely disturbed by the story of God “taking” (the exact Biblical word) the prophet’s wife, just to make a point
to the nation. But not only was the prophet to suffer grief, he was also commanded not to mourn in the traditional
manner of his people. And Ezekiel faithfully did just as he was told.
Another example of such sacrificial faithfulness is found in Jeremiah. Called into ministry as a youth (Jeremiah 1:4
-8) he was denied wife or children (Jeremiah 16:2). His single lifestyle was a symbol of the harsh times coming to
Judah, and also a protection against the severe treatment which the prophet would receive from his own people
throughout his ministry. He was imprisoned, beaten, starved, mocked, and eventually taken as a prisoner to Egypt,
where God had repeatedly commanded the children of Israel never to return.
The Hebrew writer reminds us of many others who
“had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they
were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented – of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered
in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth” (Hebrews 11:36-38).
Against this litany of suffering servants from the past, how can we persist in believing that we are guaranteed an
easy, comfortable discipleship? Let us steel ourselves to face opposition courageously, to give unselfishly, and to
serve God joyfully whatever discomforts and trials we face. We must remember Jesus’ demand,
“If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 16:24-25).
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Michael Brooks
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Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.
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