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“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s 
bones and all uncleanness” (Matthew 23:27 NKJV). 

I recently visited a young man in Bangladesh who had been involved in a traffic ac-
cident. His father showed me his X-rays, clearly revealing a broken and separated 
bone in his forearm and another in his upper leg. He then showed another set of X-
rays taken after surgery which revealed a plate attached to the arm bone and a rod 
inserted in the leg. As always I was amazed and grateful for the marvelous technolo-
gy we have which enables doctors to accurately diagnose and treat internal condi-
tions. 

In Matthew 23 Jesus gave us pictures of the sick heart of a hypocrite. Seven times 
he pronounced woe upon the scribes and Pharisees who so often confronted and op-
posed him. One such woe (verse 27) described the inner man, or the heart, compar-
ing it to a tomb, washed, clean and beautiful outwardly, but full of corruption and 
rotting flesh within. 

Unlike some other pictures, X-rays are not intended to be hung on the wall to deco-
rate and be admired. They are taken for one purpose only – to aid in healing. If one 
does not intend to treat an injury there is no reason to take a picture of it. On the 
other hand, if healing is desired, the first step is to ensure that one knows exactly 
what the injury is by looking within. 

Every human has some spiritual diseases. That is to say that every human sins 
(Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8). Those sins are not always evident to an outward view 
(Matthew 15:18-19). Sometimes even the sinner may not know the nature or extent 
of his or her sins. One may be content with a clear conscience, yet be guilty of of-
fenses against God, as David seems to have been after his affair with Bathsheba (2 
Samuel 12:1-7). 

God, of course, sees and knows all things. “For the Lord does not see as man sees, 
for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 
16:7; see also Proverbs 16:2, 9). His knowledge of humanity is complete, as David 
described: “O Lord you have searched me and known me. You know my sitting 
down and my rising up; you understand my thought afar off. You comprehend my 

(Continued on page 2) 



Announcements 
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest, 
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you 
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday 
Bible study at 7:00 pm. 
Scripture and Songs followed by fellowship meal 
tonight. Please join us! 
 
 

Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding. 

Prov 3:5 

 
path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways” (Psalm 139:1-3). 

God’s intimate knowledge of us may lead to one of two reactions. There may be fear and dread, caused by guilty 
knowledge of our sin. David confessed to that reaction, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I 
cannot attain it”. He tried to hide from God’s knowledge, but without success (Psalm 139:6-12). 

There is another reaction to God’s perfect understanding of us, however, and that is acceptance and trust. “Search 
me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxieties, and see if there is any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way of understanding” (Psalm 139:23-24). 

Just as the doctor uses the information contained in an X-ray to help him to heal broken bones or other ailments, 
so God uses his perfect knowledge of us to our benefit. He does not spy on us to betray, but searches deep within 
us to expose any wicked way and lead us to righteousness. 

How does he reveal our secrets to us, so that we may repent and turn to him? Paul taught “The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Romans 8:16). The Spirit’s witness is contained within 
the Word of God, revealed through him. “For the word of God is living and powerful and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). 

When we honestly examine our thoughts, words, and actions, then compare those with God’s revealed will in the 
Bible, we come to an understanding of our status in his sight. Sins are revealed; motives are known, and our deep-
est needs become plain. We must not be content with a casual surface glimpse of our spiritual lives, but rather 
look deeply into our most secret places. We must because God already has. 
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Are we listening? 
 

Samuel had been dedicated to the Lord as a child (see 1 Samuel 1). His mother had been unable to conceive and 
she promised God that her first child would be given to serve him. God answered that prayer and his mother took 
him to serve in the tabernacle with the high priest, Eli. 

One night, as he was going to bed in the house of God, Samuel heard a voice calling to him. He assumed it was Eli 
– as Eli’s eyesight was failing that was a logical conclusion. He ran to Eli but Eli hadn’t called him; he was told to 
go back to bed. And it happened again, with the same conclusion. 

“Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord; the Lord’s messages had not yet been revealed to him. Then the Lord 
called Samuel a third time. So he got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me!’ Eli then realized 
that it was the Lord who was calling the boy. So Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go back and lie down. When he calls you, 
say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went back and lay down in his place” (1 Samuel 3:7-
9 NET). 

You can imagine how frustrated young Samuel was getting! He kept hearing someone call him, but when he re-
sponded he was told that no one had called for him, go back to bed. 

Eli, though, was perceptive. Although God’s direct messages to people were rare (1 Samuel 3:1) he concluded that 
Samuel must be receiving a message from God. So he told him to respond when he next heard the voice calling 
him. Samuel did and God gave him a message for Eli and the people of Israel. 

Although God does not speak to people in this way today (Hebrews 1:1-2), he does speak to us through his son, 
Jesus the Messiah. Jesus revealed his message to the apostles (2 Peter 3:2) and writers who wrote it down for us. 
So we have God’s message to us. 

Sadly, many are like Samuel: they don’t yet know the Lord because they have not heard that message for them-
selves. God has spoken but people aren’t listening. 

We not only need to hear that message through our own reading and study of the scriptures, but we need to be tell-
ing others, as well (Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Timothy 2:2). We need to let them know God’s message so that they 
begin to listen. 

The message that God gave to Samuel was a message of judgment on Eli and his family. It wasn’t a good message. 
God described it this way: “Look! I am about to do something in Israel; when anyone hears about it, both of his 
ears will tingle” (1 Samuel 3:11). 

Samuel was afraid to give the message to Eli. Eli, though, needed to hear it and he wanted to know God’s message 
(1 Samuel 3:17). Samuel delivered the message and Eli accepted God’s judgment. 

Doesn’t this parallel the message God has given us to tell people? The sad part of the message we have is that God 
“has set a day on which he is going to judge the world in righteousness, by a man whom he designated, having 
provided proof to everyone by raising him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). That is a difficult message to give. Per-
haps we are afraid that people won’t listen. But there is good news, too! 

The good news is that this same man, Jesus the Messiah, died so that we can be forgiven. God requires that we re-
pent (Acts 17:30) and have our sins washed away by being immersed in water in his name (Acts 22:16). 

Now that is good news! God wants us to tell others this good news. Are we listening? 
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Service timeS 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study  9:00am 
Worship  10:00am 
Evening  5:00pm 

 
 

Wednesday 
 

Bible Study  7:00pm 
 
 
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!  

 
Psalms 133:1 

The process for becoming a Christian is 
the same as it was over 2000 years ago! 
To become a Christian, one must: 
 

Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17 
 

Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6 
 

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3 
 

Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10 
 

Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38 
 

Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10 
 

None of these alone will make you a 
Christian. These commands are from 
God and must be obeyed from the heart 
to become a Christian. 

 
 

August Birthdays 
Ronnie Taylor 8/1 
Lily Robinson 8/6 

Jerry Brewer 8/8 
Wayne McCollum 8/8 

McKenley Cleveland 8/21 
Rajama Johnson 8/30 

 

August Anniversaries 
 

Prayer List 
 
 
 

Paula Wanner  David Alexander 
Cassie Tierce  Rita Johnson 
Betty Lindley  Francis Mortland 
Barbara Trollinger Lee Pounds 
Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker 
Lou Dodson  Lynn Sander   
James Adams  Christian Harris 
Londyn Perry Kaye Pope 
Christy Hickox Brenda Leatherwood  
Susan Broussard Kenneth Orrick 
Tonia Martin  Misty Inmon 
Julie Wilson  James Nevins 
Henry Vandagriff Charles Ashley 
Stephen Saponara R. C. Byram 
Naomi Rodgers Lanetta Girod  
Pete Harris 
 

Sympathy 

Swindle family 


