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The account of David and Goliath stirs the imagination. Children love to hear about

Doug English

the boy David defeating the ‘giant’ Goliath. Even as adults we like it when the underdog wins.
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SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
Sun. Morn. Worship.10:00am
Sunday Evening……..5:00pm
Wed. Evening…...7:00pm

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

The army of Israel was fighting against their enemy, the Philistines. Each army was
camped on opposite sides of the Valley of Elah, a wide valley ideal for a conflict
between armies. Rather than instigating a battle, the Philistines suggested an alternative: “Why do you come out to line up in battle formation?… Am I not a Philistine
and are you not servants of Saul? Choose one of your men and have him come
down against me. If he wins in a fight against me and kills me, we will be your servants. But if I win against him and kill him, then you will be our servants and serve
us…I defy the ranks of Israel today. Send me a man so we can fight each other!” (1
Samuel 17:8-10 CSB).
The Philistines had weighted this challenge in their favor. Their champion was an
impressive man. His height was “six cubits and a span” (1 Samuel 17:4) – about
nine feet tall (just under 3 metres). He wasn’t just tall, but he was well built, as well:
he “wore a bronze helmet and bronze scale armor that weighed one hundred twentyfive pounds. There was bronze armor on his shins, and a bronze javelin was slung
between his shoulders. His spear shaft was like a weaver’s beam, and the iron point
of his spear weighed fifteen pounds” (1 Samuel 17:5-7). The impression is that he
was a giant of a man in every respect. No wonder no one would accept his challenge
and instead lost their courage and were terrified! (1 Samuel 17:11)
When David heard the challenge that Goliath had been making twice a day for over
a month, he could not figure out why no one would fight and defeat this loudmouthed Philistine.
It wasn’t that David was equal to this man in physical prowess. Although often depicted as a child, David was old enough to kill wild animals and even marry. Just
after this incident, he became a leader of Saul’s army. This tells us that he was at
least in his late teenage years if not in his early twenties at this time. But he was
looked on as simply an inexperienced “youth” (1 Samuel 17:33).
(Continued on page 2)

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.

I will say of the LORD, He is my
ref ge and my for ess: my God;
in him will I t st. Psalms 91:2

How could this youth of little experience take on the seasoned warrior Goliath? It wasn’t because of the weapons
he chose, although he chose weapons he was used to – his sling and a few stones from a brook – and not Saul’s
armor. Normally such weapons would have been ineffective in a fight to the death. The key lies in what he told
Goliath.
“You come against me with a sword, spear, and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord of Armies, the God of the ranks of Israel — you have defied him. Today, the Lord will hand you over to me. Today,
I’ll strike you down, remove your head, and give the corpses of the Philistine camp to the birds of the sky and the
wild creatures of the earth. Then all the world will know that Israel has a God, and this whole assembly will know
that it is not by sword or by spear that the Lord saves, for the battle is the Lord’s. He will hand you over to us” (1
Samuel 17:45-47).
He won this battle simply because he trusted in God.
Do we trust God to be with us in the battles of life that we face? Do we view our battles as already having been
won because God is on our side?
There is much to learn from David and his trust in God. He did not doubt God but acted on his faith.

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Jon Galloway

Cleanliness is not everything
“Where no oxen are, the trough is clean; but much increase comes by the strength of an ox” (Proverbs 15:4).
The great principle established by the simple proverb stated above is that nothing comes without some cost,
but if we choose our efforts wisely, the extras that are required will be well paid. If a clean barn is one’s goal,
it is easy to achieve – merely get rid of all of the animals. But realize, one can do a lot with a well-trained ox.
Is a clean barn really the most important thing?
Some decades ago Churches of Christ made effective use of bus ministries. There was much criticism in some
congregations, and it often had to do with the cleanliness and order of the church buildings. All of those children from different kinds of backgrounds were rather a shock to the tranquility of the congregation. But were
they worth a little extra noise and aggravation? Do we even have to ask?
Missionaries are all familiar with the stresses and pressures of dealing with people of different cultures and
expectations. They are constantly besieged with requests for financial help, advice, and sometimes unreasonable demands. Yet the alternative is to have no interaction with the very people whom they have gone abroad to
teach. The stress can be solved, but only by neglecting the very purpose for which one has come. That is hardly a proper solution.
Obviously, the answer is balance. One may have an ox and also have a clean trough, but it requires effort and
attention. The question is, “Is the ox worth the effort?” If one wants to plow one’s land, then yes it is. Problems come when we blame the ox for the dirty trough. When one resents the reason for extra effort he will
soon come to the conclusion that it is simply not worth it. And that is usually a mistake.
Someone has said that all of life is a compromise. That does not mean a compromise of principles or standards
– rather it is simply to say that we exchange one type of difficulty for another. Every decision brings on consequences to which we must adjust. The successful person chooses those which bring the greatest benefit relative to the effort required.
It is in reference to that principle that Jesus gave his invitation:
“Come to me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light”
(Matthew 11:28-30).
Relative to the rest which Jesus is able to give, the burdens he asks us to carry are easy and light. Whatever
price we must pay for faith in him – whether it be lost relationships, persecution, or sacrifices of property –
what we gain is of far greater value. Feed the ox and prepare to clean the trough. You will eat better when the
crop is harvested.

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Michael Brooks

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

David Alexander

Cassie Tierce

Rita Johnson

Betty Lindley

Francis Mortland

Barbara Trollinger Lee Pounds
Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker
Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

James Adams

Christian Harris

Londyn Perry

Kaye Pope

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Broussard

Kenneth Orrick

Tonia Martin

Misty Inmon

Julie Wilson

June Cooper

Henry Vandagriff

Carley Carpenter

Stephen Saponara

R. C. Byram

Naomi Rodgers

Lanetta Girod

Pete Harris

Willa Dean Thomas

August Birthdays
Ronnie Taylor 8/1
Lily Robinson 8/6
Jerry Brewer 8/8
Wayne McCollum 8/8
McKenley Cleveland 8/21
Rajama Johnson 8/30

August Anniversaries

Sympathy

