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Are you a church member or a church customer?

So many people treat the precious, blood-bought church like a cheap discount store.
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“The church’s job is to serve me, and if it doesn’t, well, we’re out of here.” How
often have I heard someone say, “That congregation did nothing for me.”
This attitude is the absolute opposite of the Lord’s will. He calls on us to serve, not
be served:
“It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the son
of man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many” (Matthew 26:26-28).
“You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I, then, your Lord
and teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet” (John
13:13,14).
The very ethos of Christianity is not to be served, but to serve. If one were to declare that it was the responsibility of others to serve him, note well, he did not miss
the main point of serving God, he missed serving God entirely!
To be Christian is to serve; not to serve is to fail to be Christian. There is no third
choice!
Are you an integral part of a congregation of God’s people? I am not asking necessarily if you are delivering sermons or leading songs, but I am asking, do you make
a difference in your congregation, consistently regularly, definitely?

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Bible Class….9:00am
Sun. Morn. Worship.10:00am
Sunday Evening……..5:00pm
Wed. Evening…...7:00pm

Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3

Churches do not make a difference in their community by accident. Churches do not
help the poor and hurting by accident; Churches do not raise faithful children by
accident.
Someone, somewhere, must serve!
We serve the weak, the sinner, the little child, the poor, the missionary, the elderly;
we serve, or we’re not living the life for which Christ called us!
The church is the vehicle through which we serve the world. When we serve as
members of a church, Christ gets the credit, not us; when we serve as members of
the church, the Lord is given the glory, not us (Matthew 5:16).
So I ask it again, beloved: Are you a church member, or a church customer?
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Stan Mitchell

Announcements
Welcome Visitors!! You are our honored guest,
and we are glad you came our way! We invite you
back to our evening services at 5:00 and Wednesday
Bible study at 7:00 pm.
Assisted Living devotional for the ladies every
Thursday.
Bear Stuffing every second Tuesday.

Uzzah and the ark

The Ark of the Covenant had been captured when Samuel was a boy. Although the Philistines returned it to Israel,
it ended up staying in the home of Abinadab near Kiriath-jearim.
David was concerned at the beginning of his reign as King over Israel that he have access to the Ark of God. He
said, “Let’s move the ark of our God back here, for we did not seek his will throughout Saul’s reign” (1 Chronicles
13:3 NET). It is a sad statement on Saul’s reign that the Ark was not consulted to discover what God wanted of
him as king at any point during his forty years reign.
To bring the ark to Jerusalem, David’s new capital, he had a new cart built to carry it. They loaded the Ark onto
the new cart and the procession started out. “Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart.
They brought it with the ark of God from the house of Abinadab on the hill. Ahio was walking in front of the ark,
while David and all Israel were energetically celebrating before the Lord, singing and playing various stringed instruments, tambourines, rattles, and cymbals” (2 Samuel 6:3-5). It had to have been a grand parade!
But there was a problem. It was how they were transporting the Ark of the Covenant. In Numbers 4 God gave instructions as to how the Israelites were to transport the Tabernacle and all of its furnishings including the Ark.
They were to cover the Ark with the screening curtain, a cover of goatskin (or leather), and over it was to be a blue
cloth. The Ark was then to be carried with poles that were kept in the rings on its four corners. It was to be carried
by Levites from the sons of Kohath. It was vital that they not touch the Ark: the penalty was death (all of this information can be found in Numbers 4 and Exodus 25).
As they set out in the procession, with the Ark riding in the back of the cart, the oxen stumbled. Uzzah, apparently
fearful that the Ark would fall out, put out his hand to steady it. “The Lord was so furious with Uzzah, he killed
him on the spot for his negligence. He died right there beside the ark of God” (2 Samuel 6:7).
It would seem that some sort of poles were in place when they lifted the Ark onto the cart because no one died then
for touching it. But they were transporting the Ark in a cart without the sons of Kohath. The problem was they
were not following what God had commanded.
We don’t know if they had consulted God’s law, the Torah, to determine how to transport the Ark. If they had not,
we might argue that they didn’t know. But the problem was that God had still given commands with penalties attached. Whether they had consulted the law did not negate God’s command.
Isn’t this a lesson for us? Sometimes we like to think that ignorance is an excuse. But ignorance of the laws of our
country is not a valid defense in court, nor is ignorance of what God has said an excuse for us. God wants us to
obey him.
This is why God gave us his word: so we can know what he wants of us. Ignorance of God’s word didn’t save Uzzah and it won’t save anyone today. May we spend time each day with God’s word so that we know what he wants
of us.
Used by permission from Forthright Magazine (forthright.net). Copyright © 2018 Jon Galloway

Service timeS

Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Evening

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

The process for becoming a Christian is
the same as it was over 2000 years ago!
To become a Christian, one must:
Hear the Gospel - Rom. 10:17
Believe the Gospel - Heb. 11:6

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00pm

Repent of Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess Christ - Rom. 10:10
Be Immersed Into Christ - Acts 2:38
Live a Faithful Life - Rev. 2:10

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psalms 133:1

None of these alone will make you a
Christian. These commands are from
God and must be obeyed from the heart
to become a Christian.

Prayer List
Paula Wanner

David Alexander

Cassie Tierce

Rita Johnson

Betty Lindley

Dee Heflin

Barbara Trollinger Lee Pounds
Ralph Montgomery Linda Parker
Lou Dodson

Lynn Sander

Christian Harris

Pete Harris

Londyn Perry

Kaye Pope

Christy Hickox

Brenda Leatherwood

Susan Broussard

Kenneth Orrick

Tonia Martin

Misty Inmon

Julie Wilson

June Cupper

Henry Vandagriff

Lanetta Girod

Stephen Saponara

R. C. Byram

Virginia Higginbottom

September Birthdays
Janey Dees 9/20
Lisa McCollum 9/29
Carol Taylor 9/30

September Anniversaries
Jeffrey & LaSha 9/23

Sympathy

