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“May every brush stroke in my paintings of the Genocide in Darfur be a reminder
of the millions of victims that were murdered there.
Studying this genocide, or “man’s inhumanity to man”, will hopefully strengthen
our ability to incorporate Justice, Tolerance and Righteousness into the lives
of everyone.
This tragedy must never be repeated in history!”
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The definition of genocide: a deliberate and systematic
extermination of a national or racial group of people.
Genocide is an act of “man’s inhumanity of man.”1 This
horrendous act has occurred to many people around the
world, but my book and paintings have only described
and focused on the crisis in Darfur, Africa.

In 2004 former United States Secretary General Colin
Powell testified before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee; ”We concluded, I concluded, that genocide
has been committed in Darfur and the government of
Sudan and the Janjaweed bear responsibility and that
Genocide may still be occurring.”3

Raphael Lempkin, a Jewish refugee from Poland originated
and introduced this word ‘genocide’ to the United
Nations in 1944. He spoke of the mass extermination
of Jews and Gypsies during the Holocaust in Germany
and from this the word genocide was adopted by the
United Nations. The U.N. also passed a new law that
stated if a country promised to undertake the responsibility
of preventing genocide, they could become part of the
U.N. organization.

As you proceed to study the Darfur crisis through
Engrained Forever Darfur, you will be introduced to
four major themes describing causes of this genocide
and they will weave throughout my writings.

“In 1988, President Ronald Reagan signed a document
called the United Nations Convention of the Prevention
and Punishment of Genocide. President Ronald Reagan
stated that “anyone who has contemplated the horror
inflicted on Jews during World War II, or the deaths of
millions in Cambodia, must understand that if free men
and women remain SILENT in the face of opposition,
we risk the destruction of an entire peoples.”2

The first major event that caused this crisis, I believe was
political in nature. The Sudanese government joined
the Arab government in order to take complete control
over the Darfur region. They both accomplished this
control by releasing bandits from jails and then paying
them to attack Darfur in a “scorched earth campaign.”
The Janjaweed proceeded to set fire to Darfur in this
campaign, burning every home and village. They killed
all the native men, raped all the women and stole whatever they wanted from them.
A second major issue that struck this region was the
water crisis. Don Cheadle and John Pendergast’s book,

Not on Our Watch best describes the water crisis
in Northern Darfur, where the desert is changing.”
In Darfur the Sahara Desert is moving southward.
Resources such as land and water are a matter of life
and death. If there is no way of obtaining these essentials
in order to live, men use guns and warfare to obtain
whatever they can.”4

In short it takes you! When we all have united in the
struggle for truth, justice and basic human dignity in
expanding civil rights then our voices will multiply and
be heard and firm measures will be taken to save lives!
We must summon the world’s leaders into action through
our passionate voices.”5 Let us help open the doors to
justice! Become a Keymaker!

This water crisis has caused a great famine and the
worst humanitarian crisis they have ever experienced!

Now you may be asking what is a keymaker–when
you read this poem, I think it will clarify this word for
you. When I read this poem I was so inspired by it that
I proceeded to create this book and make others aware
of this Genocide in Darfur.

The third major facet that fed the genocide in Darfur
was the lust after fortunes from this region. They captured
thousands of natives and then sold them as slaves to new
owners around the world. They were also responsible
for killing the natives in Southern Darfur in order to
obtain the oil that was located beneath their homes.
A fourth reason that added to the crisis was the very
easy import of weapons that were used by the Janjaweed
and Sudanese against its very own people.
Cheadle and Pendergast have stated in their book, “In a
world where resources are finite, it often takes pressure–
pressure from ordinary individuals standing together for
an extraordinary cause – to mobilize these resources.

BECOME KEYMaKErS!
Begin a healing process:
You can help prevent genocide anywhere, anytime by
organizing a new junior club. Call it the Junior International
Crisis Prevention Club. Check out www.intl-crisisgroup.org
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“Some people see a closed door and turn away.
Others see a closed door, try the knob,
and if it doesn’t open – they turn away.
Still, others see a closed door, try the knob,
and if it doesn’t open, they find a key.
If the key doesn’t fit, they make one!“
Anonymous poet
I refer to people who help open doors to justice, tolerance
and righteousness as “Keymakers” or “Peacemakers” in
our world.

WHErE IS DarFUr?
8’x 8’
Acrylic on wood panel

The painting of Darfur, is found on the right side panel
of this composition. Darfur is a region that is located in
Western Sudan, a country in the African continent. The
artist has taken the liberty of cutting the Darfur region out
of a thin piece of veneer and then collaged it onto
the country of Sudan. Because the collaged piece was
painted in bright flame colors, it contrasted the rest of
the panel, drawing your eye directly to it.
The world’s largest desert occupies Northern Africa and
Darfur’s Northern State. This desert is called the Sahara
and measures three thousand miles coast to coast. It is
so extensive that it forms a natural barrier that isolates
Darfur from the rest of the world.
In the painting of the Sahara, note the long lines that
cross through it. They represent sand formations that
are called Ergs in Africa. Because the Ergs resemble
ocean waves, the desert is referred to as a sand sea.
The left panel in this composition extends the difficult
conditions the refugees from Darfur were forced to live
in after their homes were completely destroyed. In this
painting of the refugees, mothers are trying to bypass
the one hundred degree temperatures as they continue
their daily chores in new homes in this village of Tulum.
Note the waves of sand that are blowing into their huts
and try to feel the impossible desert environment that
native Darfurian refugees were forced to live in!
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Darfur is an Arabic word meaning home of the fur. This
region is composed of three states–called the North,
West and Southern States.“ The Western and Southern
states are rich in fertile soil, water and cattle. The three
states totaled six million people many years ago and it
was an underdeveloped economic region. They were
a mixed population of Arabs and native Africans. They
lived very successfully together and intermarriage was
very common between them.”6 In 1960 a political conflict
entered their lives in which both the Arabs and Sudanese
wanted complete control over Darfur.
In 1987 a powerful letter was sent to the Prime Minister
of Sudan in which the Arabs demanded a larger control
in all the politics and destroyed the harmony that existed
there. It was this letter that instigated the genocide crisis
that hit Darfur. “The war between the fur tribe and
thirteen Arab tribes of Darfur broke out in 1987–
within a short period of time the entire fur area was
engulfed by tribal conflicts.”7 New Arab laws now ruled
Darfur. They forbid any outside help for suffering natives
from the United Nations.
A second major crisis in Darfur was the water crisis. In
his book An Inconvenient Truth, Vice President Al Gore
explained this: “Because of a recent global warming
that is occurring over our Earth, it is changing life everywhere. This warming has caused temperatures to rise
in the deserts.”7 As a result, water is scarce for every
man, animal and vegetation in Darfur.

In my next chapter I have explained another facet of
this crisis. It was the slavery issue that was caused
by an inhuman act towards humanity. I have read in
the Ambiguous Genocide by Gerard Prunier, “once the
Turco–Egyptians secured northern Sudan they sent
expeditions into Southern Darfur to hunt slaves and
elephants for their ivory. This double conquest by the
Sudanese merchants and the Turco–Egyptian authority
began the beginning of trouble for Darfur.”8
I will close this chapter by quoting Shelly’s poetic words,
“If there is no freedom for one man,
There is no freedom for any man,
And that freedom remains to be won.”

aFrICa

PaCHYDErMS aND THE COFFLES
16’x 4’
Acrylic on wood panel

Darfur’s colonial history in 1816 is depicted in this sixteen
foot painting. Merchants made huge fortunes here from
the sale of ivories which were removed from elephant
tusks as well as the sale of captured native Africans who
were sold by the pound into slavery. After the native
Africans were caught, they were bound together in long
lines of rope called coffles. These ropes appear on either
side of the elephants in the panels. A coffle was a slave
procession where they were forced to travel on foot
for hundreds of miles – enduring cold, poor food and
disease in 1789.”9
These long trips were called The Journey. They walked
with their hands bound together and then placed behind
their branded backs, until they reached the coastline.
When the coffle reached the coast of Africa they were
placed in ships and sent to new owners. The continent
of Africa is surrounded by bodies of water. The Pacific
Ocean meets it western coast, the Mediterranean frames
the Northern border and the Eastern border shows the
Red Sea and the Indian Ocean.
Here they were jammed together into ships. In order to
keep their spirits going they would sing this song over
and over, “Song of the Slaves in the Dessert” by John
Greenleaf Whittier.

“Where are we going? Where are we going?
Where are we going, Rubee?
Lord of peoples, Lord of lands,
Look across these shining sands,
Through the furnace of the noon,
Through the white light of the moon,
Strong the Ghibli Wind is blowing,
Strange and large the world is growing!
Speak and tell us where we are going,
Where are we going, Rubee?
Bornou land was rich and good,
Wells of water, fields of food,
Dourra fields, and bloom of bean,
And the palm tree cool and green:
Bornou land we see no longer,
Here we thirst and here we hunger,
Here the Moor-man smites in anger:
Where are we going, Rubee?”

According to Gustavus Vassa’s description, the conditions
aboard these ships were unbearable. “The closeness of
the place and the heat of the climate added to the
number of hardships on the ship that was so crowded
that each had scarcely room to turn himself and it almost
suffocated us.”10
Note the severe expression in the eyes of the chained
slaves in the far upper corner of the left panel. After he
was weighed and sold by the pound to new owners, his
life was gone, he had to completely obey his master.
In 1862 a different history was being made in The United
States of America. President Abraham Lincoln abolished
all slavery in the United States when he signed the
Emancipation Proclamation. This document stated that
“every slave becomes a free man that would be able to
work and live as an equal person to everyone else!”10
However, in Africa, slavery continued to flourish. In
Slavery in America, Malcolm Cowley wrote “slavery
was Africa’s economic system and their justice. Their
work was performed by slaves, their wealth established
by slaves, their gun powder, rum and cotton was
purchased by slaves. Slavery was their only punishment
for crime.”11

BECOME KEYMaKErS!
Begin a healing process:
Start a new club–the junior enough club! Enough campaign
website is at www.enoughproject.org started by J.B. Schramm
through the College Summit.13 They designed a boot for young
people to remind them of a job that must be accomplished
and a t-shirt to save Darfur.
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Before closing, allow me to quote Stephen Krasemann
as he describes his experience with elephants from his
book A Photographic Safari. “Until I heard the breathing,
rumbling and rustling of the elephant hide on the
bush, I always felt the distance in my relationship with
pachyderms. When an elephant smells with an extended
trunk–when I have an acacia tree trunk limb and its
leaves are blowing on me (that elephants feed on),
when I see the trust it takes for a mother to nurse her
young so close to me I can hear the suckling. When all
of this happens within a stone’s throw of the Land Rover,
then I know what intimacy is possible.“12

JaNJaWEED aTTaCKS DarFUr
8’x 4’
Acrylic and collaged wood stripping on wood panel

The word Janjaweed is an Arabic word meaning “the
devil came on horses backs.” These devils were gangs
of outlaws, released from jail and paid to attack Darfur
in a “Scorched Earth Campaign”.

Raphael Lempkin has asked a very serious question.
“Why is it a crime for one man to murder another but not
for a government to kill more than a million people?”14
Justice must be done!

Note in the upper area of this sixteen foot painting I
have painted these Jajaweed fighters, but in the center
upper half just the horses legs and hoofs are running
towards you. I hoped this would make a very strong
impact on the viewer.

The campaign was successful against Darfur and now
Arab laws quickly ruled the region. One new law forbid
any outside help for suffering natives from the United
Nations. Learn to speak out for crimes against humanity!

Note the dazed eyes of the elderly woman sitting in the
midst of the uncontrollable flames that surround her!
These devil Janjaweed have just set fire to every home
and village. Within this fire you will see images of
murdered Darfurian men. The women were raped and
the robber bandits have stole, everything that was left!

One suggestion to help would be to start a club and call
it Junior Amnesty International Club. Amnesty International
was founded in 1961 by Peter Benenson who headed a
campaign for the release of six prisoners of conscience.
From this act came a worldwide movement for human
rights. “In 2005 his vision became a worldwide movement
for human rights.”15

I hope these panels prove this adage, “a picture is worth
a thousand words.”
We must be aware of this evil genocide so that it will
never occur again.
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“The war between the Fur Tribe and thirteen Arab tribes
in Darfur broke out in 1987 on top of Jabal, Mara and
in a short time the entire fur region was engulfed by
tribal conflicts.”16

KEYMaKErS
8’x 8’
Acrylic and collaged wood stripping on wood panel

I have given much thought to the rare individuals who
have made the right key in order to open the doors to
justice, tolerance and righteousness in our lives. They
are outstanding, and I’ve painted some of them on this
eight by eight composition to share with you.
The first successful man, seen in the lower left panel is
Jean Henri Dunant. In 1863 in Geneva, Switzerland,
Dunant founded an organization called the Red Cross.
This group cared for the sick and wounded soldiers
through recovery during wartime. The Red Cross became
so vitally needed in our world that later it branched out to
help those suffering from floods, fires and other disasters.
In 1864 the Red Cross signed an International Treaty
that used a court system instead of warfare to settle
disputes between people. This very important organization
is still active today and is considered Henri Dunant’s
“living monument.”17 He proved to us that one good man
can make a difference from which all of society may
benefit from.
Just above Dunant’s key, another famous Keymaker has
been painted. His name is Trygve Halvdan Lie. He was
born in Oslo Norway in 1896 and became a lawyer in
1919. He became very active in the League of Nations
which promoted International Peace among countries.

In 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt officially named
this organization the United Nations. In the United
Nations twenty six countries pledged their governments
to continue fighting against the German Nazis. However,
the U.N. ceased its activities after failing to prevent
World War II. They did however persevere in 1945
when fifty countries met in San Francisco, California and
drew up a United Nations Chapter. This was officially
the first chapter in existence.
Trygve Lie held office as the Chairman of the Norwegian
Delegation to the U.N. General Assembly and in 1946
he was elected the first Secretary General. He served
the U.N. until 1951 and then passed away in 1968.
Just to the left of Trygve Halvdan Lie, is past Vice President
of the United States, Al Gore. His outstanding research
on Global Warming won him the Nobel Peace Prize.
His book An Inconvenient Truth teaches us of the
emergency we all face concerning this warming condition.
He wrote, “The atmosphere is thin enough that we are
capable of changing its composition. We have vastly
increased the amount of carbon dioxide–greenhouse
gases. This thin layer of atmosphere is being thickened
and is trapping a lot of infrared radiation from the
sun that would normally escape into the atmosphere
and continue out into the universe. As a result, our

temperatures are getting dangerously warmer. This is
what climate crisis is all about.“18

his legacy became a world-wide movement for human
rights that will never die.”20

In the lower left panel is a portrait of President Abraham
Lincoln of the United States. During his administration
he wrote the Emancipation Proclamation, which he
signed in 1863. The Proclamation reinforced the premise
stated in the Declaration of Independence that “all
men are created equal.” This Proclamation completed
the freeing of all slaves in America. Lincoln was one
of the outstanding Keymakers–“his political brilliance
stemmed from his high moral principles and great empathy
for humanity.”19

A fifth Keymaker, just to the right of Mr. Benenson, is
President Barak Obama. In 2008 Barak Obama made
history as he became the first black President in
the United States. I read in Time Magazine President
Obama’s words that relate to the poem I have quoted
about Keymakers. He said, “I feel like I walked through
a door that a whole lot of people worked to open.” He
also said this valuable piece of advice, past presidents
have advised me to take time out of a very active day to
think and not spend my entire day reactive. Maintaining
that kind of discipline is important.”21

Appearing next in the upper right panel is Peter Benenson.
In 1961 he began his extremely important work called
“Appeal for Amnesty”. This appeal was designed to
help forgotten war prisoners and to free them. The
organization he began is well known today as Amnesty
International. Its goal is to stop abuse of human rights
around the world. Irene Kahn, the Secretary General of
Amnesty International said in 1964, “Peter Benenson’s
life was a courageous testament to his visionary
commitment to fight injustice around the world. He
brought light into the darkness of prisons, the horror of
torture chambers, and tragedy in death camps. In 1961
his vision gave birth to human rights activism. In 2005

BECOME KEYMaKErS!
Begin a healing process:
Do research and read Vice President Al Gore’s book,
An Inconvenient Truth.
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As we look at the next Keymaker just beneath Mr.
Benenson, we see Dr. Noerine from Uganda, Africa.
She founded Africa’s largest support group for the HIV–
Aids Virus. In 1987 she named the group TASO; short
for The Aids Support Organization who are supporters
and educators for AID’s victims. Today TASO cares for
more than 60,000 people in Africa.22
I could go on and on describing outstanding individuals
in our world but it is as important to consider what we
can do to help eliminate genocide. Start a new club and
name it the Junior Warning Club for Global Warming.

METaMOrPHOSIS
8’x 8’
Acrylic on wood panel

The definition of this word metamorphosis is a complete
change. I chose the African caterpillar to illustrate the
many stages it goes through until it becomes a mature
butterfly.
My wish is that like the caterpillar’s metamorphosis into
a butterfly, our hearts and minds that could also undergo
a complete change as we come to understand more
about the Darfur’s tragedy. As the caterpillar sheds it’s
skin, we can shed our skin of silence. And as the butterfly
emerges from the chrysalis, we can change into open
caring beautiful people, who can help others in need.
Comparing ourselves to the metamorphosis of a caterpillar
this word is used as a metaphor in this chapter.
“A metaphor uses the application of a word to a concept
which it does not literally denote in order to suggest
comparison with another concept.”23
A young African boy has been painted in the right panel
and is expressing his wonderment as he observes a
caterpillar in the left panel go through its metamorphosis.

His life cycle begins as an egg attached to a tree (seen
in the lower left corner). In the spring, tiny caterpillars will
crawl out of these eggs. Their sole purpose is to eat in
life, and very soon they will grow beyond their skins
capacity to hold them together. A second stage begins
for them called their moulting stage. The caterpillar
sheds his skin four times until his body becomes a Pupa
or Chrysalis. This state of pupa is filled with a fluid that
“springs into a rebirth action.”
In the center of the left panel a winged butterfly is rising
out of this chrysalis. He will soon spread his soft wet
wings out to dry and harden.
A large male butterfly is now born from the original
caterpillar! Note the design on his wings. They repeat
the former design of the segments of the caterpillar’s
former body. Also note the white spots on his wings.
They are breathing spots because insects do not have
lungs – but a network of air tubes.

BECOME KEYMaKErS!
Begin a healing process:
Subscribe to Voices on Genocide Prevention
podcast and blog.
Contact the media, ask for better coverage
for the Darfur Crisis.
Make others aware of this tragedy.
Try to save more energy in order to change
the global warming on our earth.
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Research WHO, the World Health Organization.
www.who.int/en/

Above this male a female butterfly is seen in flight.
Soon they will mate. In the Encyclopedia of Butterflies
by John Feltwell we can learn about their antennae and
eyes. “Globe-like eyes contain thousands of individual
facets that provide good all round vision. The antennae
provide the ability to smell and plays a major role
in courtship. Males can sprinkle love dust over female
antennae.”24
After he has mated with the female butterfly, she will
soon drop two hundred eggs on the bark of a tree and
they will remain dormant until spring. Then the life cycle
and metamorphosis begins all over again.
After we understand the Darfur Crisis and we begin to
help them, this would be the best metamorphosis of all.

BUrNT HOMES, BUrNT HEarTS
8’x 8’
Acrylic on wood panel

These panels reveal the two devastating crisis that have
afflicted Darfur these past years. As you study the upper
half of these paintings, the Genocide crisis is evident, as
the villages and homes have been burnt down and have
disappeared into ashes.
Note the mother seen in the upper left panel. She has
survived all this as she expresses her deep pain while
holding her baby out to you as twenty Janjaweed
fighters chased and shot at her until this evil deed was
done. You can feel her burnt heart as well as the petrified
natives, whose eyes are seen in the giraffe’s upper thighs
and through the knot hole formations in the wood. They
fear their death is eminent!
The giraffes and zebras in the lower half of these panels
reveal the water crisis here. Note the awkward position
that the tall giraffes must take in order to reach the
water. Because they grow to a height of eighteen feet

they must straddle their legs which helps lower their
bodies in order to drink enough water.
Besides the water crisis, we must understand the natural
law of the jungle which is, “eat or be eaten”. In 1962,
President John F. Kennedy stated, “every care package
is a personal contribution to the World Peace that our
nation seeks. It expresses America’s concern and friendship in a language all peoples understand.”25 Today it
is one of the world’s private humanitarian organizations
that is helping eliminate the Crisis in Darfur.
In Steven Krasemann’s book African Wildlife, he explains
“If a Zebra has been attacked and killed in the morning,
by sunset even the bones are carried away…eaten by
beetles and moths. The small particles that are left in the
grasses nourish the grasses that feed the zebras.26 Each
stage of the wildlife cycle in Africa is linked to another
and depends on it for survival– even death! Think how
this applies to all of us –we are all connected.

BECOME KEYMaKErS!
Begin a healing process:
Learn about the Organization called CARE. It was
founded in 1945 when twenty two American groups
came together to rush care packages to survivors in
World War II. CARE stands for Assistance and Relief
Everywhere Inc. www.care.org
Form a youth group in school and call it the Junior
Youth CARE Organization and become Keymakers!
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BrUTaL LEOParDS, BrUTaL SULTaNS
8’x 4’
Acrylic on wood panel

This panel shows one of the many carnivore cats or
leopards resting high on the arm of a tree in Darfur.
He is digesting a recent kill as his stomach is distended
with a young gazelle. Note the other gazelles that are
running away from him in order to save their lives.
It has been noted that cats are the main enemy of
gazelles. Because genocide conditions have controlled
this region, I have compared the leopard to the brutal
Sultan or leader in Sudan. He has ordered all men in
Darfur killed.

Note the tearful woman who is seen just above the
gazelles. She has been raped by the Janjaweed as most
women in Darfur were during the attacks on them.
There is a large knot formation in the panel just above
the leopard in the tree. It suggests the eye of someone
who is observing these inhumane acts.

BECOME KEYMaKErS!
Begin a healing process:
Start a new club as the Junior Human Rights Watch.
www.hrw.org.
Subscribe to Voices on Genocide Prevention
podcast and blog.
Contact media–tell them you want better
coverage of the situation in Darfur.
Talk about Darfur and make others aware.
Save energy at home.
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rOBBED OF THEIr LIVES
4’x 8’
Acrylic on wood panel

I purposely included this panel to show the natural
beauty of the mountains in the Western State of Darfur.
The young native African boy seen in the lower right
section of this panel is asking us, “Why? Why are my
people walking hundreds of miles in order to relocate
their villages? Why are so many men killed and robbed
of their lives?”
Although it has been discussed in previous panels and
writings, I would like to expand again on Vice President
Al Gore’s research concerning Global Warming. In his

book, An Inconvenient Truth, he states, “Unbelievable
tragedies have been unfolding in the part of Africa that
includes Southern Sudan to the East of Lake Chad, where
genocidal murders have become common place in
the region of Darfur. There are many complex causes
of the famine and genocide but little discussed. Lake
Chad, the sixth largest lake in the world has actually
disappeared in the last 40 years. Because of the U.S.
greenhouse gases, their impact is escalating into their
disaster. We helped manufacture suffering in Africa and
we have a moral obligation to try and fix it.”27

BECOME KEYMaKErS!
Begin a healing process:
Join the Committee on Conscience,
US Holocaust Memorial Museum.
www.ushmn.org
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aN aFrICaN SUNSET
8’x 8’
Acrylic on wood panel

As a flaming sun goes down in Darfur the viewer is filled
with it’s overwhelming majestic beauty. These two panels
I have saturated with a sunset’s palate of reds, oranges,
and yellow tones in order to capture its brilliance.
Note the white monkies that are seen in the lower section
of this composition. They are peacefully engaged in
grooming each other from annoying insects.
As we inhale all this splendor, let’s ask ourselves, “how
is it possible that some men can control others and
create such a crisis as Darfur has just experienced?
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Could Africa ever become a paradise lost? This must
never happen.
I will close these chapters on Darfur’s crisis by quoting
Henrich Heine’s words:
“A bridge to life is giving, there is none worthier.”28
Heal tomorrow’s world by giving of ourselve’s today.

FOOTNOTES
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