March Connections 2017

Big

Party
Bash!!!

Who doesn't like a birthday celebration? It does not
matter if you are 2 years old or 90, it is an opportunity to celebrate!!! So, because we want to have a
huge birthday bash on Sunday, March 12th, right
after church, the Deacons are planning a potluck
meal. Please bring a dish or two to pass! However,
the Deacons will provide the dessert, which will consist of cupcakes and ice cream. No matter what
month your birthday is, it will be celebrated. You will
have a huge decision to make--what kind of topping
to put on your ice cream. So please mark it down
now--Sunday, March 12th-for a fun-filled meal
right after church! As far as presents, we ask that
you bring an item for the Treasure-Chest. See ya
there!

Take Away Hunger is a food relief organization that unifies teams of people who package a specialized rice based soy casserole mixture which is used locally and overseas. It is based on a
simple principle of people helping people, in this instance, even kids! Take Away Hunger not only
nourishes hungry children, but the spirits of the volunteers who pack the meals.
On Saturday, March 18 we have signed up to be the people who help people. We will be packaging meals starting at 11am and will be done by lunch. A sign-up sheet will be in the Fellowship
Hall for the event. We hope to have a children's line, ages 5 and up and an adult line.

Glimpses of Grace….
Dear Church Family,
Lent is coming and with it, the Worship Committee will be providing some new and different
educational and experiential opportunities. The hope is these opportunities will give us a better
understanding of the significance of Easter, which ties directly into the first Passover experienced centuries earlier by the Jewish people who were enslaved in Egypt.
Lent is traditionally the time of year in which we prepare for Easter. Many may wonder, why
do we have to prepare? A simple answer might be: We forget. We forget what it cost Jesus, the
Son of God, to save us from our sins. We forget that this world is not our final destination. We
lose sight of how far we may have strayed in our relationship with God. We forget the promises
in Scripture that every year remind us of why we are here (to glorify God and enjoy Him forever) as we get caught up in living our lives and trying to secure our futures. Lent, along with the
rest of the holy days we celebrate, is an antidote to our spiritual forgetfulness. As we journey
these 40 days of Lent, we can intentionally refocus on our relationships with God and each other.
The Lenten schedule will begin with an Ash Wednesday service, March 1 at 7 p.m. in the
Chapel. At this worship service the imposition of ashes will take place (you are free to partake
or not), and we will receive the Lord’s Supper. The Sundays of Lent, from March 5-April 2, we
will be incorporating into the worship experience a 10-minute teaching from the Rev’d Randy
Webster on Seeing the Lenten Season through the Eyes of the Jewish People. You will have the
opportunity to engage as much or as little as you want.
Palm Sunday and Holy Week will include the traditional Donkey Walk up Snake Alley at 9
a.m. Sunday, April 9, a Seder Meal with communion on Maundy Thursday (time yet to be determined), and a Good Friday service at 7 p.m. in the Chapel. We will once again celebrate
Easter, Sunday, April 16 at 7 a.m. with a sunrise service at the home of Bill and Sue Carter, and
a brunch following, and at 10 a.m., with a traditional worship service in the Sanctuary.
The Seder, something we haven’t done for a few years, will be held in Fellowship Hall, incorporating the children, youth and adults into the service. The Seder Meal, co-hosted by Susan
Hoisington and the Rev’d Webster, will include elements of the Jewish feast and liturgy practiced by Jews since before the time of Jesus. It will also include a church community art project. We will be asking for your help in setting up, preparing, participating and cleaning up after our time of worship and feasting together. The cost of the meal is free, though we will be
taking a free-will donation.
We hope these opportunities enrich our Lenten experience as we prepare to once again celebrate the reality that Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen indeed!
In His service,
Deb

Ash Wednesday
March 1, 7 p.m.
The Chapel
The Lord’s Supper
Imposition of Ashes (optional)
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Trustee Report
Statement of Income & Expense
January 31, 2017
Percent
Budget

Actual

Variance

of Budget

Income
Pledge

169,547.00

19,630.62

149,916.38

11.6%

Non Pledge

26,680.00

4,571.10

22,108.90

17.1%

Investment Income

21,140.00

21,724.61

-584.61

102.8%

Misc Income
Total Income

90.00
217,367.00

46,016.33

171,350.67

21.2%

141,972.00

11,179.67

130,792.33

7.9%

3,080.00

0.00

3,080.00

0.0%

Deacons

750.00

0.00

750.00

0.0%

Property

68,390.00

4,504.91

63,885.09

6.6%

Worship

3,175.00

131.20

3,043.80

4.1%

217,367.00

15,815.78

201,551.22

7.3%

Expenses
Personnel
Christian Education

Total Expenses
Differential

30,200.55

Estimated Income Hanna

$29,930.00

$8,333.47

21,596.53

27.8%

Mission Budget

$29,930.00

2,771.82

27,158.18

9.3%

Differential

5,561.65

Per Capita
Apportionment
for 2017 is $36.00
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Upcoming Worship Schedule
You may have noticed we are doing something a little different with the preaching schedule from now through
May in our effort to be more holistic with what everyone is learning and more intergenerational in our worship
experience. We are tying the Sunday school lesson, memory verse and Scripture that the children and youth
will be learning into my preaching. We are hoping the adults will join the children in memorizing a different
Scripture each week, even if you have not yet begun to memorize!
Worship schedule for March:
March 5, Lent 1: Communion; Washing the disciples’ feet, from John 13; Memory verse: Imitate God, therefore in everything you do, because you are His dear children. Eph. 5:1
March 12, Lent 2: Praise music; Puppets; Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, from Matt. 4:1-11. Any Bible
verse!
March 19, Lent 3: Praise music; The Good Samaritan from Luke 10:25-37; Memory verse: Love your neighbor as yourself. Matt. 22:39
March 26, Lent 4: Praise music; Parable of the lost sheep from Luke 15; Memory verse: I seek you with all
my heart; do not let me stray from Your commands. Psalm 119:10
Memory verses from January:
He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth. Luke 1:14
‘Come, follow Me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’ Matt. 4:19
‘When I’m afraid, I will trust in You.’ Psalm 56:3
Memory verses from February:
I am the bread of life. John 6:35, 48
Jesus immediately said to them, ‘Take courage, it is I, don’t be afraid.’ Matt. 14:27.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. Matt. 22:37

We’ve launched our new website and we’re excited to introduce you to our
new look. Kelle has been hard at work at making this website for us. You
will find this website to be handy when it comes to Church information.
She will be keeping it up to date, so check it often. The new website address
is www.fpc-burlington-ia.org. Please keep in mind that it is still
under construction and will change a little till we get it perfect. If you think
of something else that this site needs please call the office.
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Reflections from Randy….
For many of us one of the very first Bible stories that we learned as children was probably the story of the
creation of humankind by God out of the dust of the earth. God took a lump of dust and breathed into it
the “ruah” or breath of God, and it became a living being. Fantastic stuff, this notion that ordinary dust
could become alive through the ruah of God.
A little later, probably about the time I was in late elementary school I learned another bit of fantastic stuff,
that our human bodies are made up of about 99% water and a little bit of solid matter, “dust” if you will.
Perhaps, if I had only thought about it then, I shouldn’t have been surprised at that epiphany, and the
thought that, if all of the water were removed from my body, all that would remain is a bit of dust.
And so it all comes together for me as an adult on the First Day of Lent, which we call Ash Wednesday.
We receive a mark of ash in the form of a cross on our foreheads with the admonition “Remember that you
are dust and to dust you shall return...” The prayer for the blessing of the ashes says “Grant that these ashes
may be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, that we may remember that it is only by your gracious
gift that we are given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.”
In that action of inscribing an ashen mark on our foreheads there is perhaps one of the most paradoxical
of all our liturgical acts if there ever was one. That little smudge of ash is superimposed upon another mark,
the indelible one made at the moment of our baptism when we are sealed and marked as Christ’s own forever.
The mark of the ash reminds us of where came from and where we are going, “from ashes to ashes and
from dust to dust.” A stark reminder that there is an ultimate defeat of our mortal nature, of all of our hardwon and cherished progress and all of our earthly accomplishments. And superimposing this mark upon the
indelible mark on our souls tells us that we cannot come to the full and eternal life promised in baptism
without taking seriously our need for the total and sacrificial offering of ourselves, our souls and bodies.
Sooner or later we will all wash the ash smudge off of our foreheads, but even if the material ash we receive is gone, the spiritual mark remains until Easter Day.
I would suggest that each of us, as we mark these forty days of Lent, daily place before God a new and figurative batch of ashes each morning. Where might those ashes come from?
The first source is everything about you and your life which have been taken from you without your consent- the hurts, the unkind words and deeds, the power plays that sent you reeling, the withdrawal of recognition and support that someone else decided you should no longer have and had the power to take from
you. Let God take those things and burn them up in God’s consuming fire.
The second source are those things about you and your life that has special significance, either positive or
negative, that you choose to offer to God for both transformation and renewal. There are things about each
of us that may have had value once, but their day is past and they are ready either for burning or for renewing by God’s ruah.
So daily, in your mind, take something from each source and place it before God and ask that God’s fire
come and consume it. Offer it up totally so that only the very residue of the ash remains. Then mark the
sign of the cross on your own forehead as a daily reminder that which has not died cannot be raised, and
anything not surrendered cannot be made new again, except by the creating, redeeming and sustaining love
of God.
I invite you to keep this paradoxical and great truth before you as you seek to walk a holy Lent.
Warmly,
Randy+
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Staff Reports
Pastor's Report Rev. Deb Kinney

Missions
Church Activities/Events Attended
Annual Congregational Meeting
Sandy’s retirement reception
Knitwits
YumYums
Other
Connections work
Annual report work
Church cleaning/reorganizing
Spiritual direction session
Separate meetings with staff (20)
Vacation
1 Sunday

Worship
4 worship services; 1 baptism
1 memorial service/interment
Education
8 Bible study groups
Connections
30 Drop-ins/appointments/calls
8 home/hospital visits
21 cards/letters sent
Church Meetings
Worship
Session
Minister of Faith and Worship, and Organist
Randy Webster
Sunday Worship services (5)
Sunday worship presider (1)
Vacation coverage of pastoral care
Staff meetings
Worship Committee meeting
Mission Committee meeting

Yum-Yums
Worship planning and consultation with the Pastor
Planning for Lent and Easter programming
Soloist and choir rehearsals
Private practice
Connections submissions

Interim CE Coordinator, Kelle Haller
Young Disciples
3 Services
Meetings
1 Christian Education

Activities
Kid Zone
Bulletin Board
“Give your Heart to Jesus”

Come by
the office
for your
registration
forms.
Forms are
due by
March
12!
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I would like to give a big thank you to all of the
volunteers who help make this birthday party happen. As a by-stander I see what a difference these
volunteers make in the lives of our Hope Haven
friends and family. You all do a wonderful job! If
you would like to volunteer you can contact the
church office for more information.
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FPC Newsworthy

The Deacons like to spotlight the Love Fund in the
month of February near Valentines Day. There was a
special collection during worship on February 12th. Our
church family did indeed give generously! A total of
$420.30 was collected! “Oh, no!” you say – “I missed
the opportunity to give to the Love Fund.” Great news!
Each pew pocket should have a small envelope that
says in big red letters, “Love Offering”. Stuff a few bills
in that envelope on any Sunday, as needs within our
congregation can pop up at any time of the year.

The Children want to thank everyone who came and “Soupported” them on Super Bowl Sunday. With your help, they
were able to add $244.35 to The Alice Naylor Campership
Fund.
We have 9 children who are very excited about going to Camp
Wyoming this summer. And with the average cost of $425 per
child, Alice’s Fund makes it possible for kids to be able to go.
Thank you from the bottoms of all of our hearts!
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Church Happenings

Happy Birthday

Tammy Hulett………………3/3
Nadine Ibbotson……………
Irene Kress……...………….
Donald Hancock……………3/5
Martha Hancock…………….
Miya Lunsman………………
Barrett Haller……………….3/9
Pauline Rein…………………
John Dewey……….……….3/12
Jim Elmer….……………….3/14
Connie Bowen……………..3/20
Brock Schneden….………..
Craig Gilchrist……………...3/21
Jason Kunz…...…………….3/23
Marilyn Lyday………………
Craig Francis………...……..3/25
Frances Naifeh……...……...3/30
Chuck Rucker…...………….

Thinking about Stewardship
"Stewardship actually means managing
God's blessings God's way for God's
glory".
Chris Brown, a Dave Ramsey Personality

Yum Yum’s
The Yum Yum’s will be meeting for supper at the new Pizza Ranch. It’s located
next to Sonic. The date is Thurs, March
16th @ 6pm. We invite everyone in our
church family to come and enjoy the good
food and fellowship. Please sign the signup sheet or call Bonnie White at 319-7521244 or Sue Carter at 319-753-0683 to
make a reservation.

March 12, 2017
SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM: Mike Elmer,
Jim French, Steve Hemphill, Pauline Johnson, Cheryl
Lotz, Jill Mehaffy-Nalley, Ed Whitmore, JoAnn
Williams (Clerk of Session), ruling elders.

OFFICE HOURS

SERVANT LEADERSHIP TEAM: Bill Carter &
Sue Carter, (Moderator), Adele Coulter, (secretary),
Vicki Elmer, Ruth Francis, (Vice moderator) Craig
Gilchrist, Carey King, Pat Saldeen, Jay Schafer, Jolene
Schafer, Bob Snider, Pat Whitmore.

Monday through Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 12-p.m.-1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

GOD’S STEWARDS TEAM: Wilma Hemphill,
Larry Lazenby (Co-President), Francis McAllister,
(Treasurer/Co-President), LaDonna Putnam, Chuck
Rucker.

Friday Closed
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First Presbyterian Church
321 N 5th Street
Burlington, IA 52601

March 2017
Sunday

26
8:30 AM Choir
9:00 AM Sunday school
10:00 AM Worship
5
8:30 AM Choir
9:00 AM Sunday school
10:00 AM Worship
12
8:30 AM Choir
9:00 AM Sunday school
10:00 AM Worship
11:30 AM BIRTHDAY
PARTY!

Monday
Tuesday
27
28
7:00 PM Mission Meeting

Wednesday
1
2
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday
Service in The Chapel

6
6:00 PM
Worship
Committee
Meeting
13

8
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study
9:30 AM Knitwits
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal
15
Connections Deadline
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal

7

14

9

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

10

11

16
17
1:30 PM Hope Haven Birthday Party
6:00 PM Yum Yum
Group

18
11:30 AM
"Take away
Hunger"

19
8:30 AM Choir
9:00 AM Sunday school
10:00 AM Worship

20
21
7:00 PM Session Meeting

22
23
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study

24

25

26
8:30 AM Choir
9:00 AM Sunday school
10:00 AM Worship

27
28
7:00 PM Mission Meeting

29
30
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal
10

31
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