
  

April Connections 2017 
Palm Sunday 

April 9, 9am 
Donkey Walk up Snake Alley 

No Sunday School 

Worship Service @ 10am 

Seder Service & Meal 
Thursday, April 13, 6pm  

Fellowship Hall 
The Lord’s Supper 

 Good Friday 
     April 14, 7pm 
       The Chapel 

Sunrise Service 
April 16, 7am  

Home of Bill & Sue Carter 
500 Washington Rd, WB 

Brunch following 

Easter Service 
April 16, 10am 

Worship Service,  
Sanctuary 
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Glimpses of Grace…. 

Dear church family, 
   We are nearing the end of our special season of penitence, repentance and returning to God as we 
complete our Lenten journey. I trust during this time you were able to ask God for forgiveness for 
your sins, and then receive His gracious forgiveness. I hope you were able to release and forgive peo-
ple in your life who have wounded you or sinned against you. I also trust you found yourself drawing 
closer to the Triune God as you practiced a spiritual discipline, like journaling, or memorizing Scrip-
ture or reading a daily devotional.  
    As we prepare for our Holy Week journey to Easter, beginning with Palm Sunday, I also hope you 
make it a point to NOT skip from the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem to the joyful celebration 
of His resurrection. It is easy to want to skip the more painful or poignant aspects of the holy season, 
but you will find Easter taking on an even more special meaning if you also journey through Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday. The Worship Committee has planned some special events and services 
and this is a season of our spiritual life in which we can be blessed as we slow down and allow space 
to ponder, reflect and experience God’s amazing love, mercy and blessings for more than an hour of 
worship on Sunday. 
   Holy Week will begin on Sunday, April 9. We are participating in the annual Donkey Walk up 
Snake Alley, beginning at 9 a.m. Children and adults have the opportunity to wave palm branches and 
shout Hosanna! as well as meet the donkey. Traditional worship, complete with palm branches, will be 
at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary. On Maundy Thursday, we will be having a special Seder Meal, which will 
resemble the last Passover meal Jesus had with His disciples. The meal will begin at 6 p.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall, and we will partake of communion. We should be finished by 7:30 p.m. The Seder will in-
volve children and adult as readers and participants. Good Friday service will be held in the Chapel, 
starting at 7 p.m. 
   On Easter Sunday, April 16, we will have two worship services. Our Annual Sunrise Service will be 
at 7 a.m. at the home of Bill & Sue Carter, 500 Washington Street in West Burlington. The Carters 
will host a pancake/continental breakfast following the service. Our traditional worship service will be 
at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The Choir will sing, the trumpets will sound and we will serve communion 
at this service. 
   I encourage you to join us for one or more of these services and consider inviting a friend or neigh-
bor. You will not emerge from Holy Week as the same people who began it. Christ beckons us to 
come on this journey of transformation as we encounter the Divine Lover of our souls yet again. 
 
In His service, 
Deb  

Ash Wednesday 
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Trustee Report 

Per Capita  
Apportionment  

for 2017 is $36.00 

Statement of Income & Expense 
February 28, 2017 

             Percent  
  Budget Actual Variance of Budget 

     

Income     

Pledge 169,547.00  29,723.62 139,823.38 17.5% 
Non Pledge 26,680.00  5,282.45 21,397.55 19.8% 

Investment In- 21,140.00  21,738.78 -598.78 102.8% 
Misc Income   1909.81     

Total Income 217,367.00  58,654.66 158,712.34 27.0% 
        

Expenses     

Personnel 141,972.00  22,312.08 119,659.92 15.7% 

Christian Educa- 3,080.00  0.00 3,080.00 0.0% 
Deacons 750.00  49.08 700.92 6.5% 
Property 68,390.00  9,639.99 58,750.01 14.1% 
Worship 3,175.00  171.59 3,003.41 5.4% 
          

Total Expenses 217,367.00  32,172.74 185,194.26 14.8% 
     

Differential  26,481.92   

     
Estimated Income 
Hanna $29,930.00  $8,333.47 21,596.53 27.8% 

     

Mission Budget $29,930.00  4,132.07 25,797.93 13.8% 
     

Differential  4,201.40   
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Worship Schedule and Scripture Verse Memorization 
 
April 2: Communion; Prodigal son from Luke 15; memory verse: Train up a child in the way he should go and 
when he is old he will not depart from it. Prov. 22:6 
April 9: Palm Sunday; ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!’ Matt. 21:9 
April 13: Maundy Thursday/Seder meal and communion  
April 14: Good Friday 
April 16: Easter!; Communion; He is not here; He has risen, just as He said. Matt. 28:6 
April 23 First church from Acts 2:42-47 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  
Romans 12:13 
April 30 A changed man from Acts 9:1-19 Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice. Phil. 4:4 
 

Memory verses from January: 
He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth. Luke 1:14 
‘Come, follow Me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’ Matt. 4:19 
‘When I’m afraid, I will trust in You.’ Psalm 56:3 
 
Memory verses from February: 
I am the bread of life. John 6:35, 48 
Jesus immediately said to them, ‘Take courage, it is I, don’t be afraid.’ Matt. 14:27. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. Matt. 22:37 
 
Memory verses from March 
Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us ... Eph. 
5:1 
Love your neighbor as yourself. Matt.19:19; Matt. 22:39; Mark 12:31, 33; Luke 10:27; Romans 13:9; Galatians 
5:14; James 2:8 
I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from Your commands. Psalm 119:10 

 
 

Upcoming Worship Schedule 

This competition has been so much fun. I am loving the excitement on the kids faces when 
they know their verses. And the adults who have been telling me their verses, always come to 
me with a smile that is just as big as the children’s. And I love it!!!  So far 2 teachers and 3 
children, Barrett, Jaxon and Logan, have completed their first card and are working on their 
second cards. That’s a total of 5 COMPLETED CARDS!!! Annie, Ruby, Ashley and Bliss on-
ly need one more punch on their card to complete it.  The adults also have 5 COMPLETED 
CARDS!!! Oh my goodness what a close race! So broken down, this is how close…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOW THAT’S CLOSE!  The end of the competition is April 9. That will be your last day to 
play. And don’t forget, you can make up any verses that you have missed. See ya at the finish 
line! 
 
 

Kids Group 
 

Completed cards      5 
Individual Punches    30 

Adult Group 
 

Completed cards        5 
Individual Punches      28 
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Reflections from Randy…. 

    As a young organ major in undergraduate school, I remember vividly the day when 
my teacher explained to me how we as organists make notes receive more emphasis.  
Unlike playing the piano, you cannot hit the keys any harder and receive any results.  
While we may maneuver the instrument mechanically through the use of swell shades 
(those louvered doors on the front of the organ case which work much like Venetian 
blinds), or by the adding or subtracting of stops, the way we make one note distinct from 
another, or more dramatic than another has little to do with the actual playing of the note 
itself.  It has, rather, everything to do with the silence that precedes the note (and some-
times which also follows it.) 
 

  For example, if I play several notes in a row that are the same pitch, using the same 
pipe, how does your ear tell you that the notes are different?  It is the same pipe receiv-
ing a stream of air through it.  The sole way that you can tell one note from another is 
the amount of silence that separates one from another.  In order for one note to have 
more emphasis than those around it, it has to have a bigger silence preceding it. 
 

  That phenomenon is much like our own spiritual lives.  At our major celebrations, and 
the upcoming celebration of Easter is the best example, we cannot possibly experience 
the “sound” of the Easter notes without the silence that comes before it.  Can you actu-
ally experience a beautiful dawn without the darkness of night that precedes it?  Is a 
special meal really special if all of our meals are feasts? I don’t think so. 
 

  The Church is on the threshold of the yearly journey through the darkness, a journey 
that forms the very heart and core of our Christian faith.  I do not believe that the glori-
ous splendor of Easter is really all that glorious if we have not also entered into the dark 
silence of Maundy Thursday or Good Friday.  There are several unique services here at 
First Presbyterian Church during Holy Week.  Each one is different from the other but 
they all tell a part of the story, and many contain singing in one of many different 
forms— no two are alike.  If you have never come to Easter sunrise, try to this year; this 
year we will light new fire in the darkness of the morning’s dawning, reminding us that 
not even the sting of death could hold God as Jesus passed over from death to life.  The 
experiences of worship have been planned so that your own journey through the dark-
ness of Holy Week might speak to each of you in your own way.  I cannot urge you 
enough to try and make a very special effort to attend as many of them as you can.  
Each of us needs to put away some of our individual “busyness” and center ourselves in 
the quiet of the church during this very special and important time for us as Christians.  
Each of us needs to be reminded of the importance of the sacrifice that God through Je-
sus Christ made for each of us in the events of Holy Week, and our own feeble excuses 
to God why we cannot attend are really an affront to God. 
 

  Come and join with us as we make our journey through the darkness, that we might 
truly see how gentle is the Lamb, and exclaim in unbridled joy on Easter morning “The 
Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!" 
 
Warmly, 
Randy 
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Minister of Faith and Worship, and Organist 
Randy Webster 
 
Sunday Worship services (4) 

Memorial service 

Staff meetings 

Worship Committee meeting 

Mission Committee meeting 

 

Yum-Yums 

Worship planning and consultation with the Pastor 

Planning for Lent and Easter programming 

Soloist and choir rehearsals 

Private practice 

Connections submissions 

Pastor's Report   Rev. Deb Kinney        
 
Worship 

4 worship services 
1 memorial service/interment 

Education 
 8 Bible study groups 
Connections 
 28 Drop-ins/appointments/calls 
 8 home/hospital visits 
 9 cards/letters sent 
Church Meetings 

Worship 
Deacons 
Missions  

Church Activities/Events Attended 
 Knitwits 

YumYums 
Other 
 Connections work 
 Lenten preparations 
 Moderated Session for Mediapolis Pres. 
 Spiritual direction sessions (2) 
 Separate meetings with staff (16) 

Staff Reports 

Interim CE Coordinator, Kelle Haller 
 
Young Disciples 
 3 Services 
Meetings 
 1 Christian Education 
 1 SEIA Presb CE gathering 
Activities 
 Kid Zone  
 Youth Sunday 

 “Souper” Bowl Sunday 
 Deacon’s friends Valentines  
Connections  
 4 birthday cards 
 Youth News letter 
Bulletin Board 
 Lucky Charms 
Sunday School 
 Subbed 



7 

Picture Perfect Reflections 

Take Away Hunger 

The Puppet Show 
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A huge THANK 
YOU to all of the 

Deacons, moderator 
Sue Carter, for all of 
their hard work to-
wards making this  
celebration special. 

We very much  
appreciate all that  

you do! 
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Polish the Jewel 
   Our ongoing fundraising campaign, ‘Polish the Jewel’ that is our Aeolian-Skinner organ, is entering its next 
phase.  
   The pipe organ, which has been valued at $714,600, was built in 1949 and is in need of ongoing repair over 
the next several years. You may remember in 2011, 22 pouches on the ‘Great Organ’ were re-leathered for ap-
proximately $22,000. Last year we did phase 2 of the restoration and repair work which included restringing the 
chimes and rebuilding the console, for a cost of around $72,000. 
   The Rev’d Randy Webster, our organist, received a series of bids for work on the organ from Levsen Organ 
Company earlier this year. He shared with the Worship Committee his preference for the work stages. 1. Re-
leather the Pedal Organ, which would cost $20,492; 2. Provide and install Zimbelstern, which would cost 
$2,465; 3. Re-leather the Choir Organ, which would cost $29,946.40; 4. Repair and Re-leather the Deagan Ce-
leste Harp, which would cost $6,890, and 5. Re-leather the Swell Organ, which would cost $47,080.  
   The hope is to complete stages #1 and #2 sometime this summer. If you would like to participate in helping to 
Polish the Jewel, please write a check to First Presbyterian Church and in the memo line write Polish the Jewel. 

 

FPC Newsworthy 

Celebrating Earth Day! 
Because We Care Road Clean-up will be on Earth Day, 
April 22 this spring. Carl Boley, the first coordinator of 
the road clean up, and Jim Erickson, the current coordina-
tor, know that Earth Day is intended to inspire awareness 
of and appreciation for the Earth's environment. It’s also very biblical. In Genesis 2, God took Adam and put him 
in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. Part of our call as Christians is to work the land and be good 
stewards of it. We are responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of God’s creation. That is why we will be cele-
brating God’s creation and our part in it as we clean our section of Highway 61 on Saturday.   
Please sign up in Fellowship Hall. We will meet at 9 a.m. in the parking lot of the Nazarene Church on Roosevelt 
Avenue, across the street from Buffalo Wild Wings/Happy Joes.  
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FPC Newsworthy 

              Whether your vegetable garden is big or small, sometime                      
      during the summer you will have extras. When this happens         
      remember 1st Presbyterian Church. The mission committee will 
 be collecting fresh produce on Sundays and Thursdays.  
     The produce collected on Sundays will be first shared with the 
church family. A table will be set up for the produce with a jar for free-
will donations. Any food left over will be donated to the local food  
 pantries.  
  On Thursdays we will be collecting food for a project Lynda Murray  
    is starting. The gist of this project is to get more produce into 
          the hands of food insecure seniors.  You will learn more 
               about this project next month. 
     -Wilma Hemphill 

 
 
On Saturday April 1 there will be an All-Church Work Day.  Some of the 
projects that will be tackled will be to change light bulbs in the Sanctu-
ary, clean the chairs in the Fellowship Hall and clean toys in the nursery. 
As you can tell, these projects will take men, women, boys and girls of 
all ages. The plan is to only work from 9-noon.   
 
Many hands make light work! 

Please come and help celebrate Jim 
Elmer’s 80th birthday with an open 
house and card shower, please no  
gifts, on April 1, 2 - 5pm at The Village 
Co-op’s community room.  If you cannot 
attend please mail a card to him with a re-
membrance or well wish.  
 

Jim Elmer  
1431 Cambridge Dr #301 

Burlington, IA 52601 
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 SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM:  Mike Elmer, Jim 
French, Steve Hemphill, Pauline Johnson, Cheryl Lotz, Jill 
Mehaffy-Nalley, Ed Whitmore, JoAnn  Williams (Clerk of 
Session), ruling elders.  
 

SERVANT LEADERSHIP TEAM: Bill Carter & Sue 
Carter, (Moderator), Adele Coulter, (secretary), Vicki 
Elmer, Ruth Francis, (Vice moderator) Craig Gilchrist, Car-
ey King, Pat Saldeen, Jay Schafer, Jolene Schafer, Bob 
Snider, Pat Whitmore. 
 

GOD’S STEWARDS TEAM: Wilma Hemphill,  Larry 
Lazenby (Co-President), Francis McAllister, (Treasurer/Co-
President), LaDonna Putnam, Chuck Rucker.  
  

      
  

Church Happenings 

  
 OFFICE  HOURS 

 

Monday through Thursday  
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.    

 Closed for Lunch   12-p.m.-1:00  p.m. 

1:00  p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Friday Closed 
 

www.fpc-burlington-ia.org 

April 1 .................... Janice Kemp 
April 3 ..................... Nick Logan 
 ............................... Tom Russell 
 .......................... Julie Schulthies 
April 4 ................ Dal Thompson 
April 9……………...Don Leight 
April 11…………....Kelle Haller 
April 12 ........... Harrison Murray 
April 13 .................. Charles Bell 
 ................................ Ted Francis 
April 16 ...................... Sally Bell 
………………..Thomas Clayton 
April 18 ............... Michael Binks 
April 22 ................... Jaxon Kunz 
April 23 .......... Tosh Velharticky 
April 24 ............. Bruce Morrison 
April 25 .................... Pat Saldeen 
April 27 ............. Ruth DeGrange 
April 28……..…Nancy Lazenby 

 

H
ap

p
y B

irth
d

ay 

      Yum Yum’s 
 

    The Yum Yum’s will be going to Pizza 
Ranch for the month of April. We are hop-
ing and planning on it being open by that 
time. The time and date is Thurs, April 20th, 
at 6:00pm. If you haven’t joined us in the 
past, we would love to have you come this 
time. We always have a night of good food 
and good fellowship. Please sign the sign-
up sheet or call Bonnie White at 319-752-
1244 or Sue Carter at 319-753-0683 to 
make a reservation.  
 

 
Deadline for ordering 
Easter Lilies is April 2. 
You can find an order 
form in the Sanctuary, 
Fellowship Hall or the 
office.  

We ask that you please continue to wear 
your name tags even to the Fellowship  
Hall.  There are baskets placed at either exit 
for you to drop them in. Thank you. 

If  you need a new one, please let Kelle 
know. 
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First Presbyterian Church 
321 N 5th Street 
Burlington, IA  52601 
  

April 2017 
26 
8:30 AM Choir 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
10:00 AM Worship 

27 
7:00 PM 
Mission 
Meeting 

28 29 
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study 
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study 
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal 

30 31 1 
9:00 AM All 
Church Clean 
up 

2 
Deadline for Easter Lilies 
8:30 AM Choir 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
10:00 AM Worship 

3 
6:00 PM 
Worship 
Meeting 

4 
4:00 PM 
Trustees 

5 
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study 
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study 
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal 

6 7 8 

9 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
8:30 AM Choir 
9:00 AM Donkey Walk 
10:00 AM Worship 

10 11 12 
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study 
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study 
9:30 AM Knitwits 
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal 

13 
6:00 PM Seder 
Service & Meal 

14 
7:00 PM Good 
Friday Service 

15 
Connections 
Deadline 

16 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
7:00 AM Sunrise Service 
8:30 AM Choir 
10:00 AM Worship 

17 
7:00 PM 
Session 
Meeting 

18 
6:00 PM 
Deacons 

19 
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study 
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study 
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal 

20 
1:30 PM Hope 
Haven Birthday 
Party 
6:00 PM Yum 
Yum Group 

21 22 
9:00 AM 
Road Clean 
Up 

23 
8:30 AM Choir 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
10:00 AM Worship 

24 
7:00 PM 
Mission 
Meeting 

25 26 
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study 
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study 
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal 

27 28 29 

30 
8:30 AM Choir 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
10:00 AM Worship 

1 
6:00 PM 
Worship 
Meeting 

2 3 
7:15 AM Men's Bible Study 
8:30 AM Women's Bible Study 
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal 

4 
4:00 PM Trustees 

5 6 


