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(composite photo from the collection of Lee Farrow (nee Ducker)

James Ducker (1841 — 1917)

Eleanor Wright Bradley (1836 — 1929)

Married 29" March 1866

The family emigrated to New Zealand in 1880




Approximate location of the George Ducker homestead in Haxey
Isle of Axholme, North Lincolnshire.

Frankley Road, New Plymouth, where James Ducker and his family settled in
New Zealand in 1880.




The last to arrive of my Taranaki pioneer forebears, was the Ducker family, whose
ancestral home was the parish of Haxey, on the Isle of Axholm in NW Lincolnshire.

They arrived in New Zealand in 1880, and settled in New Plymouth.

Marian Ducker was 13 years of age when the family emigrated.
She married Richard Hooper six years later, and became my great grandmother.

This is a scrap book compilation of documents, news clippings and images
relating to the Ducker family, its origins and its story
up to the first generation of New Zealand pioneers.

A great deal of help, research and encouragement came from Beryl Ward, whose
family roots are in Haxey. | am very grateful to Beryl, who gave her time generously,
shared her experience and local knowledge, sourced books and information and made
available the results of her own family research.

Descendants of the Ducker family in New Zealand gave access to their collections:
Bradley Walter, Janet Fleming, Ron Henderson, Karen Erni, lan Rumball, Margaret
and Richard Cardiff, Lee Farrow, Brian Ducker, Joan Morrison, Evelyn Williams,
Elizabeth Kilmister, Jenni Barr and Leslie Ducker.

Special thanks to Leslie Ducker for generously sharing his memories and photographs.
Special thanks to Margaret Cardiff, family historian whose sharp eyes found many errors.

Thanks also to Mrs. Barbara Williams, owner of Hikurangi Gardens on Newall Rd.
(originally the homestead built by James Ducker) for showing us the site of the
Ducker’s Mill dam and tunnel, and for sharing the heritage of the Woolshed Museum.

Other sources:
“Farthest Promised Land” by historian Rollo Arnold
“Settler Kaponga” by Rollo Arnonld
“From the mines to the Mountain” by genealogist and Ducker descendant Judie Lannam
New Zealand Archives
New Zealand BDM Online
Papers Past
NZ Electoral Rolls (accessed via Ancestry.com)
1841, 1851, 1861, 1871 UK Census records (accessed via Ancestry.com)
Familysearch (Emigration Registers)
Ancestry.com website
Red1st.com website
The Haxey B.D.M. Transcripts (Haxey Family History Society)

To report errors or omissions please contact graemekenyon@hotmail.com
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Introduction.
The Isle of Axholme

The ancestral home of the Ducker family was the parish of Haxey, on the
Isle of Axholm, in NW Lincolnshire.

The ancient Isle of Axholme, in the North Western corner of North Lincolnshire, was
bound in the North by the River Ouse, the River Don in the North-West, the River
Trent in the East, the River Idle in the South and the lowlands of the Thorne and
Hatfield Moors in the West. The Isle was a marshy area, much of it under water in
winter. People lived in small villages on the high ground and developed a functioning
economy, hints of which remain today in the medieval agricultural strips which can
still be seen on Google Earth. They had enjoyed common land and grazing rights
since medieval times, granted to them by decree (1359) of Roger de Mowbray, who
had been Lord of the Manor at that time.*

Exploiting the waters of Axholme in medieval times
Idyllic impression: Before the great drainage scheme of Cornelius Vermeyden. 2

It is said that in ancient times the area of Axholme was a broad forest, which gave
safe retreat to native Briton tribes when they sallied forth to raid the camps of the
invading Roman army. Eventually the Romans tired of fighting off these rebellious
natives, set fire to the forest and destroyed it.

This caused major ecological changes to occur, resulting in the rivers becoming
blocked, overflowing, and changing the low lands into peat marshlands and swamps,
surrounding fertile ground on the higher parts, and creating an inland “island.”

The next major change to the topography was also man-made:

! See Appendix 12: “The Deed of Roger de Mowbray”

2 |llustration from: “The Isle of Axholme - Man and the Landscape”.
Sent to me by Beryl Ward who informs: “The material in the book was produced in 1989 by
the Isle of Axholme field survey team, they were part of Humberside Archacology Unit.”
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In the 17" century a deal was made between Charles 1% and a Dutch engineer? called
Cornelius Vermuyden, to drain a large area of what was thought of as a watery waste
land, including much of the Isle of Axholme. A kind of Royal “joint venture”, the deal
was that the King and Vermuyden with his Dutch shareholders (called Participants)
would each receive a portion of the reclaimed land. Though the plan was touted as a
way of bringing wealth to a poor and undeveloped area, little thought was given to the
rights which belonged to the local people, which had been granted to them by the
decree of 13509.

And no appreciation was given to the fact that this area already had a viable economy.

The drainage scheme was also hydraulically flawed, and in the event some flooded
land was drained, but other land which had never flooded became submerged, and
much of the best land was taken from the Islonians .

Until the advent of pumping stations in the mid 1800’s major flooding continued.

A functioning pastoral economy was merely replaced by a new arable economy.
Violent riots took place, which flared up again during the Civil War, which took place
soon after the drainage. In the civil war (1644) the local Axholm people sided with the
Parliamentarians in the hope of ridding themselves of the Participants, who they saw
as aligned with the King.

Taking advantage of the situation, locals recommenced rioting and sabotage.

For the rest of the century the rights issue continued to cause violence and chaos.

e

Ilustration take fromhe History and opography of e Isle of Axholme
by Rev William Brocklehurst Stonehouse MA. 1881

3Peter F. Fleet refers to Vermuyden as an “adventurer.” Later he goes further: “an out and out liar,
cheat and hypocrite.” (PhD Thesis: “The Isle of Axholme. 1540-1640: Economy and Society”)
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A

Illlisff rom The Histry and Topography the Isle of Axholme
by Rev William Brocklehurst Stonehouse MA. 1881

Until the time of the drainage, the main occupations of the parish were wild-fowling,
fishing and pasturage with some arable farming on the higher land. The inhabitants,
with those of the neighbouring parishes were referred to by the antiquarian Abraham
de la Pryme as being “little better than heathens', and the independent spirit shown
during the drainage disputes continues to the present day. ....”

From the website http://www.isleofaxholme.net

A full and clear description of the economy of the Isle of Axholme before the
drainage is given by Joan Thisk and may be read at:
http://www.bahs.org.uk/AGHR/ARTICLES/01n1a4.pdf

Joan Thirsk concludes with the following:

The charge that the islanders were stubborn and ignorant in opposing the
drainage of the fens was made at the time, and is still current. It was a
charge that ought with justice to have been made against Crown and Parlia-
ment, for they were utterly ignorant of conditions in Axholme before the
drainage. Small wonder, indeed, that the islanders answered Parliament’s
demand for obedience in 1650 by saying it was “‘a Parliament of Clouts,”
and “‘they could make as good a Parliament themselves.””

The drainage schemes of the seventeenth century changed the course of
farming history in the fenland, and finally made it the richest arable region
of Lincolnshire. But in his lifetime Vermuyden did nothing to prove his
contention that the drained fen of Axholme could be made more profitable
than the undrained. He proved only that it could be put to a different use.
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Hemp growing and sack and rope manufacturing was an important industry in the
area. "Retting" pits can still be seen on aerial photographs.

Flax and Hemp

Flax, from which linen is made, and hemp
which provides a similar though coarser fibre,
were the basis of Axholme’s principal industry
from medieval times until the later nineteenth
century. Flax and hemp were cultivated in the
open fields and most households were involved
in either growing it or spinning and weaving
the fibres.

The processing of flax and hemp to make textiles involves a
number of well-documented steps. After harvesting about mid-
summer, the plants were carted away to “retting pits” to be
soaked in water for about three weeks. This separated the fibres
from the bark.

Retting or rating was an evil-smelling process and the pits were
generally sited well away from the village centre. Traces of old
retting pits can be seen on aerial photographs of East Lound

The flax plant where the land is still called “The Rates”. Pits are also known at
(Linum usitatissimum) Belton.

: Filling the retting pits
After retting, the flax or hemp plants were dried for several weeks and then “scutched” or
beaten to loosen waste from the fibres. A device called a break was also used for this
purpose. Finally the fibres were pulled through a heckle or iron comb to straighten them.
They were then ready for spinning,

From “The Isle of Axholme - Man and the Landscape.”

Retting was said to be a malodorous process, the pits best situated some distance from
dwellings.

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 4
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The local historic society (http://www.axholme-fhs.org.uk) points out that
Haxey is one of the few parishes remaining in England where remnants of the old
strip system can be seen, and many inhabitants referred to themselves as farmers
whereas in reality they only farmed an acre or less.

tp//www.ileahlme.cuk

rip farming at Eporth.

Epworth, just a few miles north of Haxey, was the birth place of John and Charles
Wesley

In the 1870s rural England had been feeling the effects of closures, low prices, low
wages and reduced prospects for farm workers, culminating in the so-called “revolt of
the field.”

In precisely the same period, on the opposite side of the world, New Plymouth was
recovering from a decade of war and destruction, and the New Zealand colonial
government had embarked on a programme of borrowing, building, and economic
growth, underpinned by ambitious immigration schemes which were to peak in the
mid 1870s.

Initially Taranaki tended to be overlooked as a destination but by 1874 the Province
had established its own farm labour recruitment scheme, concentrating in North
Lincolnshire. The efforts of Taranaki agents Burton and White, after many difficulties,
had resulted by the end of the decade in some 2,000 emigrants from Lincolnshire.
James Ducker and his family may have been influenced by this programme, but did
not participate while it was at it peak. Perhaps as a result of favourable reports, they
decided to follow, but by 1880, when they departed, active recruitment had ceased
and, due to a recent economic downturn, the Colonial Government was actually
attempting to reduce the flow of immigration.

The Duckers arrived in Wellington in 1880 on the immigrant ship Geraldine Paget,
and made their way to New Plymouth in the province of Taranaki.

They settled on Frankley Road, a rural area a little outside the town of New Plymouth,
and James, a joiner by trade was soon working at the New Plymouth Sash and Door
Company.

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 5
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Part 1 A Constructed Ancestral Line for James Ducker

We can trace the presence of our Ducker family in the village of Haxey, on the Isle of
Axholme, from Elizabethan times. This is due to the survival of birth/death/marriage
records from the 900-year-old St Nicholas Parish Church of Haxey. Fortunately the
records of this church seem to have escaped the worst excesses of the Civil War.

The Parish Church of St Nicholas. http://www.isleofaxholme.co.uk

From these records, a line descending to our James Ducker has been constructed.

Part of this construction is based on a wiki website named red1st.com.

The marriages and births upon which this construction is based are authentic, and
based on the ancient church records, transcriptions of which have been made by the
local Historical Society. The linkages between marriages and births down through the
generations all “fit”. But, as any genealogist knows, a “fit” does not constitute a proof.
The small number and repeated use of Christian names makes some of the
relationships a little uncertain.

From 1841 the government introduced a census every 10 years, and from then on the
family linkages can be accepted with more certainty.

Shortly after 1841 the Duckers ceased recording their events in the St Nicholas
Church. They joined the non-conformist movement.
However, the non-conformist Haxey chapel records are also complete.

Let us allocate the generation number “zero” to James Ducker, our ancestor who
brought the Ducker family to New Plymouth in 1880.

The constructed family line can thus commence with generation -7.

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 7
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Johis (John?) Ducker, said to have been born 7 generations before, in 1550:
“generation -7

Marriage of Johis Ducker to Elizabeth Newborn 2" October 1575
(Marriage Certificate) (Haxey Marriages, Isle of Axholme FHS.)

(Elizabeth Newborn is said to have been born in 1555, in Lincolnshire.)

The marriage took place at St Nicholas Parish Church, Haxey
Johis and Elizabeth recorded at least five children:

Hezekiah Ducker  Haxey (about 1576-1627) generation -6
Johes Ducker Haxey (1578)
Elizabeth Ducker (1581)
Katherina Ducker Haxey (1581)

Ricardi Ducker

The eldest son, Hezekiah Ducker, was christened at St Nicholas Parish Church on 9th
Sept 1576. (Haxey Baptisms, Isle of Axholme FHS)

King Henry VIII had died just three years before Johis Ducker was born.
In his lifetime, Johis saw the last of the Tudor dynasty.

In 1553, when Johis Ducker was three years of age, the reign of Queen Mary 1
commenced. Five years later she was beheaded, and the Elizabethan age began.
Queen Elizabeth took the throne in 1558 and her reign continued for the next 47
years.

During this time religious separatism was brewing — and not too far from the swamps
of Axholm. Separatist groups in nearby Nottinghamshire organised their own church
groups, two of their leaders (Barrowe and Greenwood) were later executed.

Around this time Walter Raleigh founded the colony of Virginia. Within a decade this
group of Puritan separatists had formed a relationship with one of the Virginia
trading companies, left Amsterdam and relocated to America. Their ship was the
Mayflower, and they were later to become known as the “Pilgrim Fathers.”

The Mayflower set sail for the New World in 1620.

Meanwhile the Duckers farmed in nearby Haxey and evidently remained conformist,
as subsequent baptisms marriages and deaths continued over the generations, to be
recorded at the St Nicholas Parish Church of Haxey.

Around 1600 Hezekiah Ducker married “Dorithie”

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 8
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Marriage of Hezekiah Ducker and Dorithie about 1600

(Marriage Certificate)

(Haxey Marriages, Isle of Axholme FHS.)

Records show that they had the following children:

Dorothy Ducker Haxey about 1600

Ellen Ducker Haxey 1601

Katherine Ducker Haxey 1603

Mary Ducker Haxey 1606

Johan (John?) Ducker Haxey 1608

Ann Ducker Haxey 1610

William Ducker Haxey about 1613 generation -5
Thomas Ducker Haxey 1615

Elizabeth Ducker Haxey about 1618

Jacobus (James) Ducker Haxey 1621

William Ducker was the second son of Hezekiah Ducker. He was christened at St
Nicholas Parish Church Haxey, on 21% February 1613.

This was now the time of the House of Stuart.

James1 had taken the throne in 1603 and adopted a Protestant religious policy.
(Moderate Protestants only. Both Catholics and Puritans were forbidden to practice
their religions.) In 1605 the Gunpowder Plot was hatched by Guy Fawkes and his
friends, Catholics, who tried to blow up the Houses of Parliament.

Giristopler ;,

3 77
Robert /f’”-(",/_l[
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Fawkes ueshy
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o

Thei un Powder Iotters.

James | authorised the translation of the King James Bible.

He also had Sir Walter Raleigh executed

In 1625 (when young William Ducker was just twelve years old) James 1 was
succeeded by Charles 1.

Puritanism was on the rise. But Charles considered that his power exceeded that of
parliament. The country now faced political and religious turmoil, and revolution.

And the Isle of Axholm was also to face its own local turmoil, which continued
through the next four generations: Dutch engineer, Cornelius Vermuyden, was given
permission to drain a large area, including the Isle of Axholm.

When the drainage project commenced in 1627, young William Ducker was 14 years
of age. Within his lifetime he would witness the end of the old lifestyle of ancient
Axholme, and the end of the rights to the commons which his family had enjoyed for
many generations past.

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com
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In 1643 William Ducker, 30 years of age, married Jane Taylor who was then 23.

Marriage of William Ducker and Jane Taylor 29" June 1643
St. Nicholas Parish Church, Haxey. (Marriage Certificate.)

(Jane Taylor was christened 17" Sept 1620).

The following children are recorded:

Hezekiah Ducker Haxey about 1644
Jacob Ducker Haxey about 1648 generation -4
James Ducker Haxey about 1649
John Ducker Haxey about 1649

Jacob was the second son of William and Jane Ducker.
He was christened at St. Nicholas Parish Church on 15" February 1648.

The Royalists and the Parliamentarians were arming at this time, and civil war was to
break out within a year. The Isle of Axholm was within the area controlled by the
Parliamentarians.

In 1649 Charles 1% was beheaded, and the Monarchy was temporarily at an end.
Young Jacob Ducker grew up as a child in the period now referred to as the
“Commonwealth”. Oliver Cromwell became “Lord Protector” in 1653 and was
succeeded briefly in 1658 by his son Richard.

Jacob Ducker was 12 years of age when, in 1660, the Commonwealth ended and
Charles Il of the House of Stuart was restored to the throne.

Although Charles Il was considered to favour religious tolerance, he presided over
the shoring-up of the re-established Church of England. Effectively this amounted to
discouragement of non-conformism (for example, the Anglican Book of Common
Prayer became compulsory in churches, an Act of 1664 banned religious assemblies
of more than five people outside of the Church of England, and soon after, came an
Act which prohibited expelled non-conformist clergymen from coming within 5 miles
of their Parish.)

These were the times of the Great Plague and the Great Fire of London, and the
building of great Churches such as Westminster Cathedral.

Charles Il fathered no legitimate heirs (though he is credited with a rather impressive
number of children outside his marriage) and on his death in1685 (at which time he
suddenly and inexplicably decided to become a Roman Catholic) he was succeeded by
his brother James Il. The reign of James Il was short-lived. Although he had lost
popularity when he too converted to Catholicism, his popularity had returned
somewhat, and his accession to the throne was orderly. He favoured religious
tolerance, (though not to the Scots Presbyterians.) However his moves towards
religious tolerance soon became offensive to the established Anglican Church, and in
1688 when he and his wife produced a son, the prospect of a Catholic heir to the
throne and the start of a Catholic dynasty prompted Protestant Nobles to seek the
assistance of the Dutch Protestant William of Orange to depose him. He was deposed
in 1688, and legislation saw to it that he was the last Catholic Monarch.

In November 1688 William of Orange came over from the Netherlands, and from
1689, with his wife Mary, jointly ruled Britain until the death of Mary in 1694 - and
then on his own until his death in 1702

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 10
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In the same year as the accession of William and Mary, 1689, Jacob Ducker, now 29
years of age, married Maria Waterland.

Marriage of Jacob Ducker and Maria Waterland 30" Nov. 1689
St. Nicholas Parish Church, Haxey. (Maria Waterland was born about 1870.)
The following children are recorded:

Elizabeth Ducker Haxey about 1693
James (Jacob) DuckerHaxey about 1696 gen. -3
Mary Ducker Haxey about 1699
Robert Ducker Haxey about 1702
Martha Ducker Haxey about 1709

James (Jacob) Ducker, the eldest son of Jacob and Mary Ducker, was christened 28"
March 1696 at St. Nicholas Parish Church, Haxey.

The last of the Stuarts (Mary and Ann) reigned until 1714.
For next 200 years the throne was to belong to the House of Hanover, culminating in
the reign of Victoria.

At around the same time as James Ducker was born in Haxey, just a few miles away
to the north in the town of Epworth, the founders of Methodism were born.
(John Wesley born 1703 and Charles Wesley born 1707.)

It is quite possible that the Ducker boys, James and Robert of Haxey, might have
known the Wesley brothers, whose father Samuel was the vicar at Epworth Parish
Church.

Market Cross, Epworth, where John Wesley used to preach his sermons.
https://axholmecameraman.shutterfly.com
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Marriage of James (Jacob) Ducker and Juliana Noddell 30t May 1722
St Nicholas Parish Church, Haxey. (Juliana was 24 years of age.)

The following children were recorded:

James Ducker Haxey about 1723

Daniel Ducker Haxey about 1724, died age 0

Juliana died in September 1724.

Marriage of James (Jacob) Ducker and Mary Taylor 25" June 1728
St. Nicholas Parish Church, Haxey. (Mary Taylor was born about 1705.)
The following children were recorded:

WiIliam Ducker Haxey about1729

Robert Ducker Haxey about 1732 (probably died before 1750)
Mary Ducker Haxey about 1735 (died as infant 2 yrs)

Mary Ducker Haxey about 1737 (died 1741) (Roy Stringer)
John Ducker Haxey about 1740

Elizabeth Ducker Haxey about 1743

Robert Ducker Haxey about 1750  generation -2

Mary Ducker Haxey about 1753

Julian Ducker Epworth about 1757

Robert Ducker, the fourth surviving son of James, and the third surviving son of Mary,
was christened on 28" September 1750 at St Nicholas parish Church, Haxey.

In 1744 a serious fire raged through the village of Haxey which, in about 3 hours
consumed 62 houses, furniture, clothes, corn, hemp and farming equipment to the
amount of abut 5,000 pounds. “The inhabitants were driven naked into the fields.”
Evidently the home of our James and Mary Ducker above, escaped damage.

James, however, did have a brother called Robert, married and with small children at
the time of the fire, who may be the Robert Ducker in the list fragment below.

May 22nd, 1744. An account of the Loss sustained by the dreadful Fire which happened at
Haxey, the 28th and 29th days of February last.

Estimate of the goods was made by indifferent neighbours: of the buildings by experienced
workmen.

- Loss in | Loss in
Sufferers’ Names Occupatons Families Goods | Buildinge

£ o d £ a0 d

Himself, wife, and two sons
Wm. Farmer and small owner s TR 2
Cooper | one very lame 8 3 00182 00
\ Himself, wife,and four small
. Himself and wife aged and
Robert Pullan ditto three sons 29 11 1

A charitable trust was established, which collected sufficient funds to indemnify all
sufferers for their loss.

(Information from “The History and Topography of the Isle of Axholme”

by Rev. W. B. Stonehouse.)
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Marriage of Robert Ducker and Ann Read 25" Nov 1777
St Nicholas Parish Church, Haxey. (Ann Read was born about 1758.)
The following children were recorded:

Ann Ducker Haxey about 1780 (died as infant 9 years)
Robert Ducker Haxey about 1784

William Ducker Haxey about 1782

Elizabeth Ducker Haxey about 1787

George Ducker Haxey about 1794 generation -1
James Ducker Haxey about 1791

John Ducker Haxey about 1797

Our ancestor is George Ducker who was christened on 5" July 1797

at St. Nicolas Parish Church, Haxey.
(Isle of Axholme FHS: Parish Transcripts, Haxey Baptisms Vol 4 Pg 14 )

The 1790s saw the French Revolution.
The wars with France continued until Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo in 1815.

Marriage of George Ducker and Mary Starkey on 13" October 1825
(Isle of Axholme FHS: Parish Transcripts, Haxey Marriages Vol 3 Pg 29)

(Mary Starkey was born about 1798.)

The following children were recorded:

Mary Ann Ducker  Haxey before Nov. 1828
George Ducker Haxey about 1832

Mary Starkey died in 1832.

Marriage of George Ducker and Mary Ducker on 20" October 1835
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(Certificate from the papers of Janet Fleming)

Mary Ducker, a very distant relative of George, was born in 18114

4 The common ancestor of George and Mary is William Ducker who married Jane Taylor in 1643
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From the marriage certificate on the previous page we can infer that George Ducker
was literate as he seems to have signed his name quite proficiently.
Evidently his wife Mary was not, as evidenced by her “Mark.”

The following children were recorded:

Mary Ann Ducker
Emanuel Ducker
Sarah Ann Ducker
James Ducker
Elizabeth Ducker
Susannah Ducker
John Ducker
Harriet Ducker
William H Ducker

Haxey
Haxey
Haxey
Haxey
Haxey
Haxey
Haxey
Haxey
Haxey

1828 (Possibly Mary Ann above)
before 14" Jul 1836

14" Nov 1838

3rd Jan 1841

about 1843

26™ Jan 1845

27" July 1847

28" March 1850

18t Sept 1855 died before 11 Jan 1858

Our ancestor is James Ducker who was christened on 111 Jan 1841

at St Nicholas Parish Church, Haxey.
(Isle of Axholme FHS: Parish Transcripts, Haxey Baptisms Vol 5 Pg 21)

Raherl Dtln:kefH H
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George Ducker died on 2" December 1868.

«©

dn gffutinlnafz'grmcmbtuun of

S HBORGTH DATC I BER
Of Hazey,
‘WEHO DEPARTED THIS Lire DECEMBER 28D, 1868,
Aged 75 Years.

My Jesus to know, and feel his blood flow,

’Tis life everlasting, 'tis heaven below.

And this I shall prove, when with joy I remove
To the heaven of heavens in Jesus's love.

=4
from the collection of Janet Fleming

21/08/2014

The headstone for George Ducker is missing from the Parish cemetery, and Janet
Fleming says that when she inquired, she was told that it had been broken up for
roading as it had been damaged. Beryl Ward, however, found and photographed this
“memorial brick” which had been placed in the later chapel (built in 1901.)
According to his will, the assets of the deceased estate were to be managed by the
trustees (Mary Ducker, his wife, and Emanuel Ducker, his eldest son) for the benefit
of Mary, and that after her death the assets were to be divided among his children and
grandchildren. (See Appendix 12: “The Will of George Ducker”)

17 acres was put up for sale in 18609.
Friday 21 May 1869, Stamford Mercury, Lincolnshire, England SALE BY AUCTION
Friday 11 June 1869, Hull Packet, East Riding of Yorkshire, England

: Am....£0 27
The Land is in a h state of cultivation, was
fum:d for yuuigl!:y Mr. G Ducker] the late

owner.—Possession will be given at Michaelmas next.—

Two-thirds of the purchase-money can remain, if reqn.
B e B b f the Trustces 10 3aJe)

of Langholme, near [HaXxvy (une of the Je) |

or at thiv Offices of 3 0%, TAYLOR, Solicitor.
Epworth, May 15, 1869.

It is not certain when Mary Ducker died, some time after 1881, possibly 1886.
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Evidently after the death of George, Mary shifted from the family home near
Eastlound and moved to a residence a little closer to town, near to a street called
“The Nooking”, as can be inferred from the enumerator’s route in the 1881 UK census.

f: fﬁi#.rr R HE et St o & el .:.'tﬂs :::’E ;ﬁig ﬁf‘ 3 G . _’,fﬂ
Lcilozio £ 2 Fine |drern, | 't'?.g P Yy s e~ e
Bl st .-"'al.il'-‘:';.r ﬁdm-.d".-:n_ : e - ,'.-"".::; s @J_ﬁ’ cf,.iﬁy 3
Ffsia e B e ;;. e f e o # .\I

On the day of the 1881 census Mary was accompanied by her unmarried
schoolmistress daughter Susannah, and two grand children Robert and Herbert Sykes.

There is a Haxey burial record for a Mary Ducker (b. abt 1810) dated 13" May 1886.

Duckin,
o M"r" IH AEBIEABIE A s AR Ulill!hl‘ﬂ' Fl. 4:“

There appears to be no record of our Mary Ducker in the 1891 census.

Ducker’s Field.

Bradley Walter at “Ducker’s Field.” (Bradley Walter’s collection)

This is a 40 acre block of land at Graiselound, a short distance south of Haxey
Village, referred to by its current owner as “Ducker’s Field”.

A little research, with the assistance of Beryl Ward, soon proved that this is not where
George Ducker lived.

Opposite Bridge Farm, it was probably named after George’s eldest son Emanuel,
who was living near there in the 1860°s and 70’s. In the 1861 census Emanuel Ducker
was recorded as farming 40 acres. This may be the block referred to.

Emanuel Ducker lived at nearby Langholme in 1861, at Bridge House (in 1876) and
also at nearby Thinholme Grange (in 1871), and for a period of time farmed some
relatively large holdings in this area.  (See Appendix 8)
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Part 2 James Ducker of Haxey

James Ducker, second son of George and Mary Ducker, was born 3" January 1841

and christened eight days later at St Nicholas Parish Church, Haxey.
(Isle of Axholme FHS: Parish Transcripts, Haxey Baptisms Vol 5 Pg 21)

A glimpse into the Ducker household, shortly after James was born, is given by the
census of 1841.

1841

o = 4
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The address of the Ducker residence is given here only as “Haxey”.

However the description of this enumeration district states that the census recorder
was to begin his door-to-door survey in the village of Haxey, and finish in the vicinity
of “Mr. George Duckers in the Field.”

From this we know that the census recorder has worked his way from Haxey Village
in an easterly direction, almost as far as today’s Eastlound, finishing up in the vicinity
of the Duckers and their neighbours.

The neighbours on one side are the farming family of old John Bowskill and his wife,
with their son George and daughter Ann. It is a reasonable assumption that the others
are an older son, John, and a grandson, Thomas, who are visiting the family that day.
Beyond the Bowskills is the Pitchfork family. John Pitchfork is a labourer with a
family of seven. Eldest son John is 13, and the youngest is little Cook who appears on
the 1841 census fragment on the previous page, just 6 months old. Nearest neighbour
on the other side is young Robert Hatfield, 25, a wheelwright, with his wife Hannah
and 9-month-old son William. Next is another tradesman, John Gilding, saddler, and
his apprentice Richard Colpin, 15 years. The final page for this enumeration district
shows three more households. They are the Brock family (farmers), old John Kelsey’s
family (labourer) and another family of labourers living in a house called
“Currygarth.”

Walking the narrow lanes which connect this scatter of rural homes, the census
recorder has knocked on the door of George Ducker, “farmer.”
George Ducker is recorded as 45 years old on this day, and his wife Mary as 30.

Their children are recorded as follows:
Mary (15) is George’s daughter from a previous marriage, usually called Mary Ann,
and actually just 13.

(Mary Ann’s mother was Mary Starkey who had married George Ducker in 1825, and
died in 1832.)

A son, George also had been born in 1832. On this census day, George Jnr. is staying
with his grandparents Abraham and Mary Starkey, in the hamlet of Graizelound, just
a few miles south of here.)

The census recorder has rounded the ages of the adults to the nearest five years.

However, with the remaining children he has to be more precise: Emanuel (4 years),
Sarah (2 years), and our ancestor James Ducker, just 5 months.

It seems there are also some visitors in the house this day: Elizabeth Ducker (15), and
a 55-year-old lady called Mary Pilsworth.

(According to red1st.com George’s wife Mary had a sister called Elizabeth Ducker,
who was born in 1822. This could be the Elizabeth who was present that day.

Census clerks in 1841 often changed adult birth dates up or down to the nearest 5.
And red1st.com records the Pilsworth family living in nearby Epworth.)
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1851

“Fast forward” now to the census of 1851. This time the enumeration district has
changed, and the recorder starts his door-knocking in Eastlound, before calling on
George Ducker and his neighbours, then moving on towards Haxey and finally north
to Low Burnham. What has changed in the last 10 years? James is now 10, of course.
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George Ducker is now recorded as 56, “farmer, 10 acres.”

The “10 acres” is only an approximation. In fact George is the proud owner of ten
strips within nearby “East Moor Furlong”, which, together with his own homestead
and croft in the “Field”, amount to 8 acres, 1 rood and 26 perches.

(This is 3.4 hectares.) In addition to what he owns, he is currently renting 17 more
strips scattered around various parts of Haxey, which add a further 17 acres to his

total. So, in all, George Ducker manages about 10.5 hectares.
(Information is from lists attached to the “Act of Tithe Redemption 1847
See appendix: “Location of George Ducker’s Homestead.”)

The family has grown. The children are: “Sarah Ann (12), James (10), Elizabeth (8),
Suzannah (6), John (3) and Harriott (1).

The James’s eldest brother Emanuel has left home, and appears now as a farm
labourer, 15, with the Brownley family a few miles north in the village of Burnham.
The children of George’s first marriage are staying with their grandfather Abraham
Starkey, in Graizelound. (George Jnr., 19, is an agricultural labourer. Mary Ann, 22,
has no occupation recorded here.)

The neighbours John and Joanna Pitchfork are still there, but getting on in years, and
the children have all left home except for the youngest, Cook, now10.

James grew up in a rural area just to the east of Haxey Village called “The Field” or
“Haxey Field.” Today the general area is called Eastmoor. This is where George
Ducker had his croft and homestead where he and his wife lived and raised their
family. For a discussion on the location of the croft and homestead, see Appendix.

Significantly, Robert Hatfield, the wheelwright who we met in the 1841 census is now
well established. He and his wife now have 4 children, including son William, the
same age as James Ducker, and they are next-door-neighbours to the Duckers.

It is easy to imagine young James spending time at the Hatfield’s after school, with
classmate William Hatfield and maybe young Cook Pitchfork too - perhaps finding an
early interest in the craftsman’s special tools, his woodworking skills, the spectacle of
this man working with his hands, applying his useful trade.

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 19
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https://aipetcher. wordpress.com/tag/ wheelwright/

“If the wright had been in business for a while, he likely had lots of tools (possibly
several hundred) hanging on a wall or lying on a table. He was a carpenter who cut
wood apart, a joiner who put pieces of wood together, and a blacksmith who covered
the outside rim of a wheel with an iron band. He had specialty tools for all three
crafts. (An apprentice spent seven years learning how to use them.) He had adzes,
augers, and axes for cutting wood, calipers, chisels, and clamps for working on it,
files and rasps to smooth it, and drawknives and spokeshaves to taper it. He had
different templates for wooden felloes (called ‘fellies; these were the curved pieces
that when fitted together formed the exterior rim). This allowed him to make wheels
of different sizes. There were hub cradles and a hand-cranked wooden wheel next to
awall. (A belt assembly connected to it provided power for a lathe or a band saw.)
There were water tubs for cooling down wheels that had just been ‘shod’ with hot iron
shoes (strakes).”  (http://www.davidwebbfowler.com)

The wheelwright’s apprentice.

Within the next few years, within five years perhaps, James Ducker commenced an
apprenticeship to a wheelwright. It is quite natural to think that James would have
bound himself to the neighbour, wheelwright Robert Hatfield. This is indeed possible,
though the census of 1861 records Robert Hatfield as employing his own two sons as
“assistants”, with no mention of his employing an apprentice.

There are other wheelwrights in the district.

Master wheelwright Robert Read (38) was stationed not far away in Haxey East End,
though the 1861 census makes no record of Read employing an apprentice at that time
either. There is also Samuel Burrell in Eastlound, previously a wheelwright and
whose son is how a journeyman in that trade.

Again, however, no record in 1861 of him employing an apprentice.

We do not know where James commenced serving his time.

We know that in 1861 James was employed as an apprentice wheelwright, and that he
was at home with his parents, at least on the day the census was taken, which suggests
he may have been living at home while serving his trade, and therefore his place of
employment was probably close to home.
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1861
Described in 1841 as “in the Field”, this year the census simply records the address of
George Ducker’s homestead and croft, as “Field”.

There are two households in 1861 whose address is “Field”, and as in previous
decades, we can locate this place as being on the western side of Eastlound, between
Eastlound and the east end of Haxey village.

This other household at “Field”, visited immediately before the Duckers, is occupied
by Thomas Clark, 46, Master Miller, and his family.

The location of the next home visited after the Duckers, is given the address “Haxey
East End Main St.”® It belongs to the family of Robert Hatfield the wheelwright.

George Ducker is now reckoned as a farmer of 46 acres. At home that day we find
George and his wife, and James (20) who is now nearing the end of his wheelwright
apprenticeship. James’s brother John, 13, like his sister Elizabeth (14), is evidently no
longer at school, but has no recorded occupation. There are two other sisters at home:
Sarah Ann and Harriot. Sarah Ann (22) is working as a dressmaker. Harriot (10) is
still at school. The family has recorded a “servant” — a young man called John
Waterhouse — his occupation is given as “carter.”

James himself is now recorded as a wheelwright’s apprentice.
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In 1861 James’s sister Susannah is now living away from Haxey.

She is living in the township of Crowle, in the household of a General Practitioner
Henry Ellis, a graduate of the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh.

Susannah 16 IS the housemaid.

James’s brother William appears to be unaccounted for in the census of 1861.

5> Main Street has been renamed, and today the east end of Main Street is called Brackenhill Rd.
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Bradford

Though the tradesmen may not yet have been aware of it, by the time James had
“served his time”, some time soon after 1861, the wheelwright trade was already on
the verge of a rapid decline. Perhaps this is why, when we next encounter James
Ducker in 1864, at Little Horton, in Bradford, he is not working in a wheelwright’s
shop. He is in partnership with William Cooper and they are in the joinery and
building trade, but evidently the partnership is about to be dissolved.

London Gazette 20 September 1864

NOTICE is hereby given, that the Partnership heretofore
subsisting between the undersigned, William Cooper

and James Ducker, in the trade or business of Joiners and
Builders, carried on by them at Little Horton, in the parish
of Bradford, in the county of York, or elsewhere, under the
style or firm of Cooper and Ducker, has been this day dissolved-
by mutual consent. The business will in future be

carried on by the said William Cooper, on his own account,
and he will pay and be entitled to receive all debts and
sums of money due to or owing by the said late firm.—As
witness the hands of the parties this 17th day of September,
1864. William Cooper.

James Ducker.

Evidently James then found a new business partner, and carried on the business of
Builders and Joiners under the name Farrar and Ducker, at Marshall Street, Park-road,
Bradford.

It was during this time in Bradford that James met his future wife, Eleanor Wright
Bradley. We can trace the ancestry of Eleanor, and the origin of her name, back to her
grandmother Nellie Wright who married John Waddington on 12" Jan 1806 at
Haworth, St Michael and All Angels, Yorkshire.

Nelly Wright and John Waddington
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Married in this @3“"’7 by dir- rec i
thisLovel v/ Day OFML_.m thc Year One Thoufand._2: 227 Hundred
and Zex By me_, [y fasnerR 2710 i
This Marriage was folemnized between Us{r —r‘// y/ /ﬁk_
gi o> °//’u/£ -
In the Prefence of{ ’{’//I/LJ ///‘42
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Elizabeth Waddington and John Bradley

A daughter of John and Nellie (Wright) Waddington, Elizabeth, married a blacksmith
called John Bradley, in the parish of Bingley, Yorkshire, on 4" November 1835.

MARRIAGES solemnized in the Parish of _ «&%
in the County of /g2 / in the Year 18

|
hlinn (Bradley of ilaiden of Lies Parish |

LitaclTdz21 ¢ /7
m_@m&m’}%ﬁ_&_l’mﬁsb
were married in tl? M WM&_ with Consent of f

—— MM

Day of |

M in the Year One thousand eight hundred and &%&;

Byme A F VL A 7 4'4’./

15
This Marriage was solemnized between us

They had a daughter they named Eleanor Wright Bradley.

Eleanor Wright Bradley (oom 25" uly 1836) Eleanor’s father John Bradley
(Very early photographs taken in Bradford. Ron Henderson collection.)
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Eleanor Wright Bradley born 25" July 1836

Baptism record St. Peter Catheral, Bradford.

Baptism date 5" March 1837

Date of birth 25" July 1836

“Ellenor Wright daughter of John & Elizabeth Bradley, Bradford, Blacksmith.”

s
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In 1841 the blacksmith John Bradley with his wife Elizabeth and young family
(“Ellenor”, 4, Susannah, 3 and John 8 months) are recorded in the UK census living in
Horton, Bradford.
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1851 census. John Bradley now a master blacksmith employing 1 man and three boys,
is living with his family at 42 Milbrook Terrace in Bradford, Yorkshire.
14-year-old “Ellenor” is a dressmaker.®
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® The story was passed down through my grandmother Edie, to Margaret Cardiff, that
Eleanor’s mother paid £40, a lot of money in those days, to have Eleanor apprenticed as a seamstress.
She worked for a well-to-do family called Illingworth.
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In 1861 the family is living at Number 6 Nelson Square, Bradford, Yorkshire.
Interestingly, John Bradley, as recorded here, is no longer occupied as a blacksmith.
He has now become a “Home Missionary for Wesleyans”

“Ellenor”, now 24, is a dressmaker.
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These early photographs, taken in Bradford, were left to Ron Henderson by his
mother (a descendant of Eleanor.)

It seems most likely they are Eleanor’s parents:
Elizabeth Bradley (nee Waddington) and John Bradley (“Home Missionary for Wesleyans”.)

Janet Fleming has noted that the Bradford Observer recorded the death of John

Bradley in 1861, so if these are of Eleanor’s parents, they must be very early
photographs.
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More from the collection of Ron Henderson. The subjects are probably Eleanor’s
sister Susannah and her Husband, book keeper James Metcalf.

(Susannah and James Metcalf were married in Bradford in December 1875.)

The writer is M 3Wv of Whangarei :

This fragment of information above, referring to Eleanor’s parents and siblings, is part of Ron
Henderson’s collection. It may be of interest to genealogists following the Bradley family.

[ [
| Nellie Wright | - i John Waddington [
1806

|
| Elizabeth Waddington |——{  +

1835
Eleanor Wright Bradley Susannah Bradley John T Bradley
born 25th July 1836 born abt 1843 born abt. 1844
|
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James Ducker and Eleanor Wright Bradley
On 29" March 1866, James married Eleanor Bradley, the daughter of John Bradley.

Despite John Bradley having referred to himself as a “Home Missionary for
Wesleyans” five years before, the wedding of his daughter took place in a conformist
cathedral, (St Peters, see over page) and on the marriage certificate, John Bradley
(father of the bride) has reverted to his occupation of Blacksmith.

From the collection of Janet Fleming.

At St. Peter (Bradford Cathedral):

James Ducker, 25, Joiner + Eleanor Wright Bradley, 29, Dressmaker
(Witnesses were John Thomas Bradley and Susannah Bradley, bother and sister of
Eleanor.)

Both Eleanor and James signed, with accomplished handwriting, as did Eleanor’s
brother John (21) and (perhaps not quite so accomplished) sister “Susanah” (23).

piathe %%x/ﬁ/‘ 4%
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From the certificate held by Yorkshire Parish Records. (via Ancestry.com)
(West Yorkshire Archive Service; Wakefield, Yorkshire, England; Yorkshire Parish
Records; Old Reference Number: 40D90/1/3/72; New Reference Number: BDP14)
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St Peter Cathedral, Bradford ( Mick Melvin - From geograph.org.uk)
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Marian Ducker born 1866
On Nov 15" 1866 a daughter was born to James and Eleanor, who was baptised in the
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, Richmond Terrace, Bradford, and named Marian.

(The baptism record below gives date of birth as Feb 7 1867 but there are reasons to suspect it may be mistaken. See later.)

Child's Name, Parent’s Name. Child’s Age The Minister by

‘When Baptized. Son or Abode. 4 whom the ceremony

Daughter, Christian, Surname. when Degsimal. |- vows performed.
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No. 121.

The next child born to James and Eleanor was a son they named Herbert.
The child died in 1869 about two years later.

In December 1868 James’s father George Ducker died.

In the same month, James Ducker and George Farrar dissolved their partnership.

THE LONDON GAZETTE, DECEMBER 8, 1868.
NOTICE is hereby given, that the Partnership heretofore
subsisting between us the undersigned, George Farrar and
James Ducker, carrying on business at Marshall street,

in Park-road, in Bradford, in the county of York,

and elsewnhere, as Joiners and Builders, under the style or
firm of Farrar and Ducker, has been this day dissolved by
mutual consent. All debts due to or owing by the said
partnership will be received and paid by the said George
Farrar, who will in future carry on the said business on his
own account.—Dated this 4th day of December, 1868.
George Farrar

James Ducker.

The following year George Farrar was declared bankrupt.

The next child born to James and Eleanor was Ada, born in Bradford on 2" July 1869
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(Taken from the baptism certificate, part of J anet F leming’s collection)
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The 1870°s Westwoodside, Haxey

James now returned to Westwoodside in his home town of Haxey,
where he settled with his wife Eleanor, 3-year-old daughter Marian and baby Ada,
and started a business of his own.

1871 UK Census provides us with the following record of James and his family, in
Westwoodside, Haxey. Their house address is “Commonside”
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There are a number of interesting points to note here. James is recorded as “Builder
and Wheelwright employing 2 men + 1 boy”.

The apprentice boy, Daniel Dunn, 16 years of age, is staying with the family.

The household also includes a domestic servant: Sarah Jackson, 11 years of age.

At the time of this 1871 census, their eldest daughter, Marian — our ancestor — was
recorded as staying with her grandmother Elizabeth Bradley, now a widow and keeper

of a lodging house, back in Little Horton, Bradford.
(Marian is incorrectly recorded here as “neice, visitor.” In fact she is Elizabeth’s granddaugter.)
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Another point of interest, possibly to be significant in the near future:
James Ducker is not the only wheelwright in Commonside.

The 1871 census shows, just 22 houses away from James, the household of
John Johnson, 26, wheelwright and joiner.

Here is an extract from the Haxey trade directory, found in County Gazetteer 1872:

Ducker Emanuel, farmer Ducker John, farmer

2 Ducker George, farmer ;
Ducker Miss Hsu’met draper 4 Dagk:,; dJS°£1n Haywood, floris
4 Ducker James, ﬂonst (D. & Son), 1 Ducker Jouevh, farmer

and farmer X 19 y o
4 Ducker James, joiner and wheel- Dlgegr:r?d ﬂggsgnserym n, ge

wright, Common Ducker Miss Susannah, day school
Ducker James, farmer

Our James is the one listed here as a joiner and wheelwright, Commonside.
George Ducker (in the directory above) is James’s father, still living at Eastlound,
and Emanuel is James’s eldest brother. School mistress Susannah is James’s sister.
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Commonside
James and Eleanor had four children during this time living at Commonside,
in Westwodside, Haxey.

Their birthdates and baptisms are recorded in the “Haxey Transcripts”, from which
the following records have been extracted:’

JUCKER  Ada James Eleanor 02 Jun 1869 13 Dec 1870 Joiner CP Westwoodside
DUCKER  Emest James Eleanor 21 Mov 1870 13 Dec 1870 Joiner CP Westwoodside
QUCKER  Frank James Eleanor Wright 21 Aug 1872 11 Sep 1872 CW Westwoodside
ODUCKER  Allred James Eleanar Wright 26 Dec 1973 2B Jan 1874 CW Haxey

OUCKER  James James Eleancr Wright 48 Ot 1875 28 Das 1875 CW Westwoodside
Isle of Axholm Family History Society. (CP=Primitive Methodist CW=Wesleyan)

The Haxey Transcripts tell us that in 1869:

Ada and Ernest were baptised together at the Primitive Methodist Chapel, Westwoodside.
Frank was baptised in 1872 in the Wesleyan Chapel, Westwoodside.

Alfred was baptised in 1874 at the Wesleyan Chapel in Haxey

James was baptised in December 1875 back at the Wesleyan Chapel in Westwoodside.

James and Eleanor appear now to be firmly associated with the non-conformist
Wesleyan and Primitive Methodist chapels.

! (Ada, baptised at Westwoodside along with Ernest, was born in Bradford.

There appears to be a transcription error regarding her date of birth.
The Waddington family bible has her birth date as 2" July 1869, not 2" June 1869 as stated above in

the Haxey transcripts.)
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The decade of the 1870s was not a good time to be in business in rural England.

The farming economy was depressed, wages were low, and farmers were not inclined
to invest in repairs and maintenance, which was the mainstay of the local
wheelwrights and blacksmiths. As we have already noted, the wheelwright trade was
facing decline — and James Ducker was not the only wheelwright in Commonside.

By mid-1875, James Ducker was facing bankruptcy.

THE LONDON GAZETTE, SEPTEMBER 21, 1875.
The Bankruptcy Act, 1869.

In the County Court of Lincolnshire, holden at Lincoln.

In the Matter of Proceedings for Liquidation by Arrangement
or Composition with Creditors, instituted by

James Ducker, of Westwoodside, in the parish of Haxey,
in the county of Lincoln, Joiner and Wheelwright.
NOTICE is hereby given, that a First General Meeting

of the creditors of the above-named person has been
summoned to be held at the Great Northern Hotel, Haxey
Station, in the parish of Haxey aforesaid, on the 4" day of
October, 1875, at twelve o'clock at noon precisely.
—Dated this 14th day of September, 1875.

GEORGE NEWBORN, Epworth, near Rotherham
Attorney for the said James Ducker.

This must have been a difficult time for Eleanor, who was soon to give birth to their
sixth child, James.

About the time the Duckers began to grapple with their deteriorating prospects, a
meeting was held at the neighbouring village of Epworth.

It is very likely this meeting would have been attended by James Ducker.
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Epworth Bells and Isle of Axholme Messenger, Saturday September 11" 1875,
(Thanks to Beryl Ward for finding this...)

EMIGRATION TO NEW ZEALAND,

A public meeting, presided over by Mr. II.
Gravel, was held in  the Tewperance Hall
last lhursd&y evening, when, after some remarks
on the Labour ({,uubmoul)y M. Bradle y, delegate
from the Amalgamated Labour League, Mr. J. H.
White, of Laceby, Lincolnshire, and Mr. W. M.
LurLun, of New Zealand, .s.pul.\(, at some length
on the above subject.

The addresses were interesting, and included a
graphic description of New Zealand,and theadvan-
tages of emigrating there. 1t was, however, shewn
that those who go to New: Zealand with a hope
of success as cnu«frunts. need to be good workers,
distinguished by perseverance, bl)bll(,-t}, and
gener al good character. The attendance, chiefly
bUllblSLIﬂ” of the working classes, was Lu'% and
the interest in the bllb](,(./t was manitested by
their remaining till the close of the meeting at
half-past ten uc,luck atter which a pmtlun of
the audience remained to inspect some views of
New Zealand exhibited by Mrs. Burton.

Burton, a settler from New Plymouth, New Zealand, had been appointed by the
people of New Plymouth to recruit specially for the Province of Taranaki.

These meetings, organised by agents Burton and White, were held throughout
Lincolnshire during the mid 1870s (See Appendix.)

While it was not a convenient moment for James, hampered as he was by his
unfolding financial difficulties, it would have put some ideas in his mind, and it is
likely that emigration was a hot topic of discussion among the villagers at that time.
When the family decided to emigrate, as they later did, why did they choose New
Plymouth as a destination? This meeting may provide the answer.

Its purpose was to promote New Plymouth and the Province of Taranaki.

If James was not attracted to Taranaki as a direct result of this meeting, it is more than
likely that at least one of his neighbours or associates was.
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London Gazette Notices in October 12" 1875 and February 2" 1876 further
documented the bankruptcy procedure.

THE LONDON GAZETTE, FEBRUARY 22, 1876.
The Bankruptcy Act, 1869.

In the County Court of Lincolnshire, holden at Lincoln.

In the Matter of a Special Resolution for Liquidation by
Arrangement of the affairs of James Ducker, of
Westwoodside, in the parish of Haxey, in the county of
Lincoln, Joiner and Wheelwright.

THE creditors of the above-named James Ducker

who have not already proved their debts, are required,

on or before the 4th day of March, 1876, to send

their names and addresses, and the particulars of their
debts or claims, to Frederick Brewster, of 50, Norfolk street,
Sheffield, in the county of York, one of the members

of the Committee of Inspection under the liquidation, or in
default thereof they will be excluded from the benefit of
the Dividend proposed to be declared

—Dated this I1th day of February, 1876.

Eventually the Duckers were able to move away from Haxey, and they shifted to the
coastal town of Grimsby in North East Lincolnshire.

Evidently they lived at Bargate, in Grimsby, and Beryl Ward has added the following:
“.....without a house number it would be impossible to guess where they were in that
road, but it is quite upmarket and would have been a smart place to live back then.

At the city centre end of Bargate there are some houses that look as if they have been
there from around that time and would have been rather splendid in their day....”

We know that in July 1878 Elizabeth, the youngest child of James and Eleanor was
born at Grimsby, and that Grimsby was the Duckers’ last place of residence when
they embarked on their long journey to New Zealand in February 1880.

From this, it follows that the Duckers probably lived at Grimsby for at least a year and
a half, maybe more

Some time in the mid to late 1870s James and Eleanor made the decision to emigrate
to New Zealand. They may have made the decision as early as 1875, while James was
extricating himself from his financial difficulties at Westwoodside — or it may have
been as late as October 1879, before the assisted immigrant scheme was suspended.

Why did they decide to emigrate, why did they choose New Zealand — and why in
New Zealand did they choose New Plymouth in the (then) somewhat depressed
province of Taranaki?

James Ducker was not the first of the family to make the decision to emigrate.
His first cousin (also called James) who had grown up just a few miles away in
Burnham, had emigrated to America in 1851, followed out there by two brothers.
(See Appendix: The American Duckers.)

Eleanor’s brother John T Bradley had already emigrated too.
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John T. Bradley had departed as an assisted immigrant arriving in New South Wales
in Australia, in 1878.

v
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(Somehow he was in Wellington when the Duckers arrived in 1880, but how and why
he was there, and how he came to be recorded as the Duckers’ “nominator” for
assisted immigration, remains a mystery.)

It is obvious from what had already happened that James was probably seeking a way
to better himself, and provide a future for his family. Beryl Ward has suggested
another possible motive (referring to the recent death of Elizabeth Bradley, Eleanor’s
mother):

“...Elizabeth died 1 Dec 1879, the Will was proved 20 Dec 1879, and she left under
£300 to be shared between her three children. So early in 1880 Eleanor inherited just
under £100. Could this be significant in their decision to emigrate?

Decisions weren't always made by the male of the family...”

My own view is that this (not insignificant) inheritance might have arrived a little too
late to influence the decision, as the cut-off for assisted immigration was 1879 and the
Duckers had sailed for New Zealand as assisted immigrants by February 1880.

(It might also be pointed out here that James’s father had died (in December 1868).
The estate was at that time held in trust to support his mother, and she was still living
at the time when James’s family left England.)

| l
| Nefse Wright | - { Jobn Waddingtoa |
I 1806
[Eizabeth Waddingsca | : Jobn Beadtey
1835
Eleanor Wright Bradiey | | < || James Ducker
boen 25tk July 1836 1866 born 3rd Jan1841
[ | | ] | | % |
Marsian Hearbart Ada 3 Emest Frank Alfred James Ehzabeth
bom 1866 [1867-1369 | [bom 1869 | |bom 1870| |bom1872| | bom 1873| | bom 1875| | born 1878
[
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Part 3 Emigration to New Zealand

Having decided to emigrate, why would James and Eleanor choose New Zealand?
And, of all places, why New Plymouth, which was not a popular New Zealand
destination at that time?

America or Canada were closer. Three cousins had already moved to America.
Only a small proportion of the hundreds of thousands who left the UK in the 19™"
Century chose to travel to the least known and furtherest away colony, New Zealand.

The choice of New Plymouth as a destination can be traced quite possibly, either
directly or indirectly, to the 1875 Burton and White recruitment meeting in Epworth.

Excess rural labour in the midst of an economic downturn in rural England, and the
“Revolt of the Field”, coincided with a shortage of labour and a period of borrowing
and infrastucture-building in New Zealand, under the expansionist policies of Julius
Vogel. The result was a concerted period of organised emigration from England to
New Zealand as the country began to recover from its internal wars of the 1860°s.

For Lincolnshire this trend reached its peak in the mid 1870’s as New Plymouth
reached directly into Lincolnshire for “men of the right stamp.”

The story of the New Plymouth agent (Burton) and the recruitment partnership he
established with the Lincolnshire grocer (White) is outlined in the Appendix.

It was well after the peak of this Lincolnshire-to-New-Plymouth flow of immigrants,
that the Duckers departed their home country in 1880 for the start of a new life in
New Plymouth. It is still most likely, however, that their choice of destination was
made earlier, influenced by people they had known, among the hundreds of
Lincolnshire families who had already emigrated to the Province of Taranaki, and
may well date back to 1875 when Burton and White had held their meeting in
Epworth.

Evidence from the passenger list of the emigrant vessel on which the Duckers made
their passage, suggests that they were assisted immigrants — that is, they would have
been “nominated” by a New Zealand resident, and qualified for a free or subsidised

passage, at the expense of the New Zealand colonial government.

The availablity of “assisted” passage may also have been a factor in the decision.
There are some curious questions which arise from the evidence that they were
assisted immigrants.

The first is the timing of their departure. The “high tide” of assisted imigration to New
Zealand was 1874 (“Forbidden Promised Land” by Rollo Arnold). The drive,
successful to an unexpected degree, continued under its own momentum through 1875
and 76 but by then alarm was being expressed by local citizens at the appearance of
growing unemployment and a driving down of wages in New Zealand.

The government began to vaccilate. Dr. Isaac Featherston (since 1871 the
government-appointed “Agent-General” of Immigration) had, by January 1876,
received a series of telegrams instructing him to stop sending emigrants to a number
of destinations in New Zealand, including Taranaki (except those already nominated.)

By 1877 the Taranaki agent Burton had been dispensed with.
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Groups of unhappy New Zealand citizens were taking matters into their own hands by
sending letters to the press in Britain, perhaps exaggerated, and certainly calculated to
discourage would-be emigrants. Here is a later, good example of such propaganda,
which found its way to the Epworth Bells newspaper in June 1880:

EMIGRATION To NEW ZEALAND.

A correspondent sends the following guotations from a
letter just received in Manchester from New Zealand :—
“We are passing through a terrible commercial panic.
Never have mercantile affairs been at so low an ebb as at
the present moment. The country is over head and ears
in debt, Fancy, the present debt of the colony is over 35
millions sterling. The distress among the working classes
is something fearful, while the bare necessaries of life are
at a price which is most exorbitant. I would like you,
for humanity’s sake, to make some quotations from my
letter on this subject, and make public through your
English newspapers the true state of the case, warning
the small capitalists at home of the danger they run by
disposing of their small homesteads in England and
coming out to New Zealand. The labour market is
glutted to excess, distress and misery are staring one in
the face at all quarters, There are continual meetings
of new arrivals held ; and the authorities are urged to
give them work. Distress, poverty, and crime are caused
by the country being flooded by thesearrivals, This debt
ou the colony (over 35 millions) renders the taxes on the
head of every adult very heavy. Taxation is being felt
acutely, and I trust no appeal will have to be made to you
at home for pecuniary help, as has been the case with our
gister island.”

Here also is a piece of local grumbling at the situation, which, interestingly, refers
directly to the shipment of immigrants which included the Ducker family:

Colonist 9 April 1880

A Bap Sian.—Owing to the increase o
destitution in Christchureh, an additional
Inspeotor has been put on by the Chari'able
Aid Board, Notwithstanding such unmis
rakeabls sizns of an overstocked labor market,
the ship Geraldine Paget, now on her way to
this Colony, baving left Plymonth on Feb,
95th, hos two hundred Government immi-
orante, It is nothing sbort of a crime to
bring people to this Colony while the present
depression exists in"the labor market,

mi FiW T 7
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Rollo Arnold describes the end of the recruitment drive in 1879 — 1880 as follows:

“...on 27" October 1879 Vogel was instructed to suspend all nominated immigration
except those already promised, and females. On 6" November he was instructed that
apart from single women the government wanted no immigrants to arrive the
following winter. On 26" February 1880 Vogel was informed that the colony’s
unemployed were numerous and increasing. Not only should he send no immigrants,
but he should also warn men without means against making their own way out.

On 2" April 1880 Immigration Officers thoughout New Zealand were advised to
discourage all nominations....

On 24" April 1880, officers were advised to take no more nominations..”

(Vogel, now ex-Premier, was taking rather than giving instructions, because from
1876 to 1881 he had replaced Featherston to become New Zealand’s agent-general
in London.)

The Duckers, if they were indeed “assisted” immigrants, had left their passage rather
late, as they departed Plymouth on February 25™ 1880.

The inference must be that they had been nominated and accepted as assisted
immigrants some considerable time before this, probably before 27" October 1879
when acceptance of nominations for assisted immigration was suspended.

The Hutt City Council transcript: a catalogue document relating to the arrival of the
Duckers in Wellington in 1880, which is held by the Hutt City Council, now becomes
very interesting. The document is shown on the following page.

From the document we see that the Duckers were assisted immigrants, but were
required to pay for the passage of one child, before embarkation.

It is therefore a reasonable assumption that the nomination and acceptance of the
Ducker family as assisted immigrants probably took place before Elizabeth was born.
(ie. before July 1878.)

However the document contains an anomoly.

John F Bradley (should be John T Bradley), wool-sorter, who we know had taken an
assisted passage to Australia in January 1878, is recorded as being in Wellington to
greet the Duckers on their arrival, lodging (probably temporarily) at the YMCA in
Wellington. Surprisingly, he is recorded here as being the nominator for the Duckers.

At the time when assisted passages were being granted, nominators were required to
have been resident in New Zealand for two years. It seems hard to believe that after
emigrating to Australia in January 1878 John Bradley would have had time to qualify
as a two-year New Zealand resident and be able to nominate the Duckers.

The Duckers had already left Plymouth by late February 1880.

In any case nominations for assisted passage had been suspended by 27" October
1879, “except for those already accepted and females” and this time frame for

John T. Bradley is quite impossible.

According to Hutt City Council this transcript was made from original documents held at NZ
National Archives. However repeated attempts to locate the original documents have failed,
so how John F Bradley came to be in New Zealand, and how he was able to act as
“nominator” remains a mystery. It seems more likely that the Duckers had been nominated
before the birth of Elizabeth in July 1878, by someone else resident in New Zealand.
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Date Of Birth

Place Of Birth

Date Of Death

Place Of Death
General Notes

Record Source
Yoyage Details
Voyage Number

Is NZCO Voyage?
Comments

Vessel Name

Voyage Details
Other Fields

Wife's first name(s) @
Mans age &

Womans age @

Boys name(s) @

Boys age(s) @

Girls name(s) @

Girls age(s) @
Occupation or calling @
Passage order number @

Source @
Nominator{s) name(s) @

Disposal remarks @

1842
BARGATE, GREAT GURNSEY, LINCOLN.,LIMER

Vogel Government Period @

2
False

GERALDINE PAGET
Click Here

ELEANOR W.

38

43

ERNEST FRANK ALFRED JAMES
0754

MARION ADA ELIZTH.

13101

JOINER

2236

IM 15/376 'GERALDINE PAGET' NATIONAL
ARCHIVES.

JOHN F. BRADLEY, WOOL SORTER, YOUNG
MENS,CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, WELLINGTO!

1 CHILD TO BE PAID FOR BEFORE EMBARKATI

(Correcting the other errors in the transcript:
James Ducker’s birth date was 1841, not 1842. Easy to mis-calcuate.

The place of birth, “BARGATE, GREAT GURNESEY, LINCOLN, LIMER” was
puzzled out for me by Beryl Ward. It is probably meant to be the last address of the

Duckers in England. It should read: “Bargate, Great Grimsby, Lincolnshire”.

The “Limer” is probably meant to be “Limber”, a place very near to Grimsby.)
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Part of the list of Assisted Immigrants on board Geraldine Paget.
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1609792

(FamilySearch.
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Preﬂ:ﬁfégip Gerﬂffiaa Paget, from th:lndnn.
with immigrants, v an uneventful pas-
sage. mgno death and cne birth occurred during
$ha voyage.

11 June 1880 Evening Post

THE BSHIP GER%LDEI'EE PAGET, FROM
Aswo manmnagﬁﬂmmm

towed in by the Manawatu. ‘Lhe pussengers,
cougisting of 209 souls, all of whom &are nomi-
nated immigrants excepting a family in the
galoon, arrived in good health. During the
voyage there was one birth——Mrs. Noble, of a
son—and one death, from malignant tumor, a
Mrs. Madden. There was nothing particularly
worthy of note occurred daring tue passage
The Paget left Plymouth on the 28th February,
orossed the Lnne on the 21st April, and made
Tasmania on the 23rd May. Cape Farewell was
ghted on the 8rd inst., and was off the Heads
n Friday at midoight, Pilot Holmes boarding
or at daylight on Baturday, and brought her in
above. Bhe {schartered by the N.Z. Bhipping
ompany, and was berthed at the whart this
orning. 'I'he passengers uppear fo e highly
leased with the kindaess they have received
rom Captuin Wilkinson, and to-day presented
im with a very complimentary address, signed
about 70 of their numbsr, We have also
oived a letter signed * Hibernian,” speakiog
n most enthusiustic terms of uil vhe officers
d men, especially mentioning the captain and
r. Crawford, the medical attendant. A large
unntity ot her cargo 18 for Liyttelton, to which
rt she proceeds after discharging her Welling-
D'l-

The Geraldine Paget was a full-rigged ship of 1200 tons, built in Glasgow and owned
by I. and C. Campbell. She came to New Zealand on two occasions only. Her first
voyage was to Lyttelton, arriving at that port on December 27, 1874, with 380
Government immigrants......

On her second voyage the Geraldine Paget had a very rough passage out to
Wellington. She sailed from Plymouth on February 25, and arrived at Wellington on
June 5, 1880, in command of Captain Wilkinson. She met with exceptionally strong
gales, heavy seas breaking on board and flooding the passengers' quarters. During one
severe storm the passengers were battened down, the water at the time being up to
their berths. Mrs. Madden, a lady passenger, died, and her three children were cared
for by Mrs. Hogan and handed over to Mr. Madden on arrival at Wellington.

White Wings. Vol.1. Sir Henry Brett 1924 page 200.
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Arrival in New Zealand

The following reminiscence, from Leo Ducker, has one or two minor inaccuracies,

but is valuable since it is a direct record of the story as handed down within the family.
Leo Ducker was the son of Frank Ducker who remembered arriving in New Zealand
as a child of 7 years. The full memoir (see appendix) was transcribed from Leo’s

notes by Ron Henderson, grandson of Frank Ducker, who currently lives in Tauranga.

In the year 1881 my Father along with his family; Father, Mother, 3 Sisters and 3
Brothers arrived by ship from England to settle in New Zealand. The only way Grandad
could persuade Grandma to come out to the Colony so far away, was on the condition that
he lay down his pipe and never smokes again, which he promptly promised to do and
never ever broke his word.

They arrived at New Plymouth on board the Ship “James Bain” after 15 weeks at sea, fo
be landed in New Plymouth amid 2 round up of Maori warriors. Hundreds of them, all
lined up on the beach under military guard, and according to my Grundmother, was a
most frichtening experience, as there were war dances and lHukas going on all the time.
She related how the ground shook with hundreds of bare feet thumping in unison and told
Grandad clearly she wanied to board the ship and relurn to England.

He reminded her of the deal they had made about “laying down his pipe” so she
condescended to stay, but very reluctantly. Grandad was a carpenter and built a very nice
home while starting up a sash and doer factory in New Plymouth, which he operated until
he died in the year 1917.

extract from the Memoir of Leo Ducker (see Appendix)

(The Duckers did not arrive on the James Baines.

James Baines was a well-known owner of fast clipper ships of the “Black Ball Line,
Liverpool.

There was a ship of this name, of the Back Ball Line, built by the famous Donald
McKay.

She set the transatlantic sailing record of 12 days 6 h from Boston to Liverpool, but
was not the ship which brought the Duckers to New Zealand.

The James Baines was lost in 1858, burned to the waterline and her remains were sold
as a coal barge.)

After 15 weeks at sea the Ducker family arrived in Wellington, not New Plymouth -
in 1880, not 1881. And the ship they arived on was on the Geraldine Paget.

The usual procedure then, to get from Wellington to New Plymouth, would be by
coastal vessel, to land on the open beach. New Plymouth had no harbour at that time.

Was it at Wellington or at New Plymouth, where “Grandmother” Eleanor was
frightened by the Maori haka?

The recollections handed down of James Ducker “...starting up the sash and door
factory in New Plymouth....”, and that he “....operated it until his death in 1917~
were also perhaps a slight exaggeration.

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 43



mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

The New Plymouth Sash and Door Company arose from a timber yard and joinery
factory at Gill Street which had been trading under the name of Webster Bros. until it
went into receivership in mid-1882. New Plymouth Sash and Door Company was
then formed in November 1882. This was more than two years after the Duckers had
arrived in New Zealand. James Ducker’s position was that of employee. Evidently he
was “foreman in charge”, a position he held until February 1900 when he “left the
company’s employ to enter into private business.” These facts were recorded, as we
will see later, at a function which was held for him at the time, at which he was
presented with a marble clock bearing the inscription “1880-1900.”

From this inscription we may infer that James may have started out working for
Webster Brothers soon after his arrival in 1880. As a qualified tradesman he would
quite possibly have had an important role to play when the new Sash and Door
company was formed in 1882. Soon after formation, the company made a decision to
enlarge the factory and upgrade the machinery and as a qualified tradesman there
seems little doubt James would have played a leading technical role.

It has been said that when the Duckers emigrated to New Zealand they brought with
them their furniture, which had been made by James.

James Ducker had come to New Zealand as an assisted immigrant. By occupation he
was not a farmer or a farm labourer. He was a tradesman joiner. Despite the over-
supply of labour by 1880, such “mechanics” were in demand. It is quite likely he had
been recruited for the job, or had his job arranged before leaving the “Old Country.”

NEW PLYMOUTH
{

-

Sosh and oor Foctorw and Eiber Gompng

& 0
[8) R

LIMITED.
oGm0
OFFICE, FACTORY, & TIMBER YARD:
GILL RTREET, WEW PLYNOUTH.

SAW AND PLANING MILLS - - - TE NGAIRE

TR R SR SN N

Manufacture every dc:scription of Doors, Sashes, Mouldings, Turnery, Joinery 4
Coopering, &c. Every description of \\ oodware made to order on the =
shortest notice,

Building orders supplied at lowest cll\x}‘l'(illt rates.  Builders’ Ironmongery of all
ands. .

E. H. TRIBE, Secreary,
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The first ten years in New Plymouth, the 1880°s
It is not certain where the Duckers stayed when they frst arrived in New Plymouth,
The first newspaper references to James Ducker in New Zealand records his name on

a list of sucessful applicants for a block (on deferred payment) in the newly opened-
up Noaire district. This may have been related to his status as “assisted immigrant.”

New Plymouth
Inglewood
Mount
Taranak
@ Aa
Stratford i’n
Eltham Ngaire
Opunake

Taranaki Herald 24 August 1880

Applications for Land.—The following ap-
plications for land on deferred payments
were granted :

Ngaire District :
Black 5 : James Ducker, section 1;

TH 29 November 1881
Payment of Instalment.—The Receiver of
Iand Revenue was authorised to receive pay-
ment of second instalment of purchase money
tuc by James Ducker on 21st July last, for
gection 1, block 5, Neaire,

However this is not where the Duckers settled, and evidently a few years later that
block was sold.

HNS 8 December 1886
CAPITALIBATIONS,

The undermentioned applied and were
allowed to capifalise :—R. J. Allsworth,
section 80, block 14, Kaupokonui; W. J.
Green, section 28, block 8, Ngaire; J.
Ducker, section 1, block 5, Ngaire.
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As early as 1882 James Ducker was recorded as living within Fitzroy District,

New Plymouth.

Taranaki Herald 18 and 19 October 1882

LAND TRANSFER ACT NOTICE.

OTICE is hercby given that the
L parcel of Land heremafter described will
be brought under the provisions of “The
Land Traunsfer Act, 1870,” unless caveat for-
bidding the same be lodged at this oflice
within one calendar month after the date of
the Gazette contmmng this rotice ;—

Name of Applicant, THE NATIONAL
BANK OF NEW ZEALAND (LIMIIED,)
Area, 20 Acres, 1 rood. Description : Partof
Rura! Allotment No. 42 Fitzroy District,
Occupied by James Ducker, of New Plymouth,

Carpeater,

Diagrams may be inspected at this office.
Dated this 16th day of October, 1882, at the
Lands Registry Office, New Plymouth,

W. STUART,
Distriet Land Registrar.

bh24 ol

(In October 1899 the lease was offered for sale.

The Fitzroy District
included a portion of
Frankley Road in the
area called Westown,
now a suburb of New
Plymouth.

It is likely the above
20 acres 1 rood

(8.3 hectares)

was at Westown, and
that this is where the
Duckers first settled.

Eventually the Duckers
had 100 acres

(40 Hecatres)

of leasehold land on
Frankley Road.

In the advertisement for the lease (Taranaki Herald 9™ Oct 1899) the farm location
was described as 6 miles from New Plymouth and a mile from the co-operative dairy
factory. From the advertisement description, the farm seems to have been well
developed, with out-buildings, orchard and piggery, and the house had four rooms.)

During the first 10 years on Frankley Road, James Ducker was on the

Frankley Road School Committee.

Taranaki Herald 27 May 1886

William Billing, and James Lobb.

Tur followinz Committee was - eleetod
for Frankley Road:—Messrs. Bdward Bil-
ling (chairman), John Hooper, James
Ducker, John Kenyon, Thomis McKcon,

On the same committee we see John Kenyon and John Hooper.
John Hooper’s son Richard was about to marry James Ducker’s daughter Marian.
Many years later, Richard and Marian’s daughter Edie would marry John Kenyon’s

grandson, my grandfather John Wilson Kenyon.)
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Taken in
the later
1890°s

From the
collection
of Bradley
Walter.

.......

o . . o o 2
The Duckers’ first home in New Zealand, cottage on Frankley Rd. New Plymouth.
Back L to R: Alfred Ducker, James Ducker jnr., Walter Rumball
Front: James Ducker snr., Eleanor Ducker, daughter Elizabeth Ducker.

A man named Dacker, wha is employed| Taranaki Herald
at the Now Plymouth Sash and Door Fac-| 5 December 1885
tory, had his hand soverely cut with a
circular saw yesterday. Dr. L2atham wag| James, was injured at work in 1885,

at once called in, and pronounced the in-
juries to be not dangerous.

1886 Marian Ducker, 19, married Richard Hooper. The marriage took place at the
New Plymouth Registry Office, and there had been some need for urgency.

Marian and Richard followed Richard’s father to South Taranaki where they settled as
farmers and raised their family.

Taranaki Herald 12 April 1887

Hearth Bl]g', 1at pl'iZﬁ wﬂﬂ A' D}lﬂkﬂr- Ada Ducker (age 18) won a prize

e at the Autumn Show.

Taranaki Herald 12 October 1889

A Band of Hope meeting was held at | Frank Ducker (17) performed at a
Westown on Thursday night, when a| Band of Hope Meeting.

varied programme was gone throngh. | This is the first of many newspaper
Appropriate recitations were given by | articles which would appear in the
Missos Langman, Wallath, Hilda Eva, and | gecade to come, which record the
Qowhqg, ]!_El_l_asara B:l_hng and Frank Ducker. emergence of tr;e Duckers as a

talented musical family, in frequent demand to provide music at various social events
in New Plymouth and beyond. In fact for a time, Frank was to become a professional
entertainer.
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The 1890s

To-morrow (Saturday) afternoon the
employees at the Egmont Boot Factory
meet the Sosh and Door Factory team at a
game of footbull. The racecourse is to
be the ground. The following are the
names of the playera:—Sash and Door
Team: W. Birch (captain), D. James, E.
Daucker, F. Scrivener, E. Smith, J. Robson,
F. Pepperell, R. J. Jury, J. Millar, C.
Bayly, J. Laing. B-ot Factory : M. Flynn
{captain), R. Kelly, F. Onkes, G. Paiker,
A. Hartly, B. Basano, G. Miller, N. Street,
W. Kivell, J, - Trevin, O, Hargraves, T.
Tapp. Ewmergencies : W. Way, H. Way.

Ernest Ducker (age about 18) was in the Sash
and Door Factory football team in 1889.

Taranaki Herald 5 July 1889

1891 Ada Ducker (22) married John W. Rawlinson at St Mary’s Anglican Church.
Ada and “Jack” settled on a farm just out of New Plymouth, and raised their family.

1892 Ernest Ducker (22) married Mary Rawlinson at St Mary’s Anglican Church

Although Primitive Methodist and Wesleyan flocks were strong in New Plymouth, it
is interesting to note that the above two marriages took place in St Mary’s, the local
conformist Parish Church.® Even more interesting: in January 1894, the youngest
daughter, Elizabeth was 16 years of age and attending a convent school.

Schooling was provided in New Plymouth at that time, for those who cared to educate
their children, by a variety of denominations.

Religious preference does not seem to have been a major issue for the Duckers.

James Ducker (43) retired (by rotation) from the Frankley Road Board in 1894
TH 14 April 1894 repeat 16" April repeat 26" April
FRANELEY ROAD BOARD,

_Buarfl, in_place of Messra Ducker and
Patton, who retire by rotation, but are

ELECTIUN OF 'I'WO MEMBER' FOR
THE ABOVE BOARD,

- HEREBY appo'nt my residence,
Frankley Itoad, as the place. and uatil

the 28th April, the tima for which nomi-
natione wi.l be reccived for the election of
TWO MEMBERS for the Franklay Kol

aligible for re-clection,

An election, if necessary, will take placo
at the Frankley Koad “Sehoolbouse on
Baruspay, 5th of May, 1804, between the
hours of 9 a.an. and 6 p.n,

EDWD, BILLING,

Retu-ning Officer.
Fraokley Road, April 12th, 1894,

Around this time James Ducker sponsored a young immigrant called Walter Rumball.
Walter Rumball was one of a group of 118 immigrants organised by “Mr. Courtney of
New Plymouth” who left England on June 25" 1894 and travelled by ship Ruapehu.
They arrived in New Plymouth in August that year, and were treated to a reception by
an enthusiastic crowd at the New Plymouth Railway Station.

Walter boarded with the Duckers and initially worked for James Ducker on his farm
at Frankley Road. He soon made the acquaintance of Elizabeth, the youngest
daughter of James and Eleanor, just turned 16 and currently still at school.

At age 53 James Ducker was now planning an ambitious scheme.

8 Janet Fleming has pointed out: “The Rawlinson family were fairly staunch members of the Church of
England.”
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The first step was to acquire a block of forested land at Warea, some miles south of
the town of New Plymouth.

Land Board Taranaki Herald 16 October 1894

; .
The following per-| |, October 1894 an application was

petual lease transfers were also agreed q fer th .

to :—W. Rawson to H. Linn section 1, Made to transter three sections

block 5, Omona; €. Simons to W. C. (8,9 and 10) to James Ducker.

Simons, interest in section 22, block 12, ) ) _

Huiroa. Jas Hooker applicd to transfer| These three adjacent sections were in a

sections 8, Y, and 10, block 10 Cape, to Jas| district called Warea, to the south of

Ducker. Consideration was deferred till] New Plymouth

next meoling, '

Taranaki Herald 6 November 1894

Transfers.—The applicition of James

Hooker to transfer ;;)erpetu:ll lease sec-| The application was approved in 1894,
tions 8, 9 and 10, block 10, Cape, to| At this time the status of the land
James Ducker was again laid on the hi » | lease.”
table. Mr George said that he was not| OWNCrShip was “perpetual lease.
interested in the sections in any way. He
acted as agent for Mr Hooker. Mr| Evidently there was a right to purchase
Hooker stated thit the contract in hand| freehold, and this right was exercised
was now finished. It was decided to| gjy years later

agree to the transfer provided the ranger '
verifies the statement re the improve-
ments., W. G. Blight applied to transfer

When Walter Rumball had first arrived, with a small loan from his sister,

he also began looking land. Walter applied for a section adjacent to the sections James
Ducker had just bought. In March 1895 his application was granted, comprising

235 acres Sec 12 block 14 Cape. “O.R.P.” (Occupation with right of purchase.)

Walter’s land and Duckers’ land were opposite each other, on opposite sides of what is now
Newall Road, but in 1895 Newall Rd. was merely a survey line and a track through the bush.

L woo . 167
. BT et B

Lots 8,9, 10
James Ducker

Lot 12
'Walter Rumball
235.0.0 Acres

PTI3 [PTI4
334, 3| /6)
=3

15 -

I 3, 2043 \wi’g /43,0,0 16 XV
e /\/— \:j\\,~§ 2\ wean H
NZ Cadastral Map NZ M177 Egmont Sheet N118 1% April 1963 M. and R. Cardiff collection

The unsurveyed area on the right of the map, marked XV (“15 Cape”), is the steeply
rising side of “Mount Egmont” - today we use its original Maori name, Mt. Taranaki.
(This area is now part of the Egmont National Park.)
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New Plymouth
Upper Newall Rd.

Omata
el 4 Approximate
location of the
Mangorei i first land bought

Pitone by the Duckers -
ok sections 8, 9, 10
A (Block X Cape),

Warea and the first land
bought by

Newall Walter Rumball
Pungarehu * section 12
MECTaranaki. (Block X1V Cape).

D

Rahotu

Today the
distance by road
from New
Plymouth to the
Newall Road
properties is
about 36km, the
journey taking
an estimated 32
minutes to drive
by car.

(From Upper Newall Rd. toay. Photograph Aeron Pollard)

In 1885, however, Newall Road stopped well short of where Upper Newall Road now
is, and the property was accessible only by a muddy track which had been cut through
the bush.

As Bradley Walter wrote:

“About this time, a neighbour, Clem Sole, described Newall as ‘an inhospitable land
of swamp, mud and rimu trees. Roads were lines of fallen trees and scrub, bridges
non-existent, and New Plymouth might well have been on the other side of the
world.”
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Ernest’s marriage had not lasted more than a few years and he was now working in
Warea, possibly with James and Alfred. By 1895 the couple’s marital problems had
become public, with the newspaper report that Mary Ellen had applied to the Hospital
and Charitable Board for assistance for herself and their child.

By 1898 Ernest had taken himself off to Australia.

Frank had left home and was working as a ship’s steward on the Sydney run, and he
had also worked for a time in Australia as a vaudeville artist for the famous
entertainment entrepreneur J. C. Williamson.

He met up with Lily Eyes and they were married in Papakura, near Auckland in 1898.

In October 1899 James Ducker put the Frankley Road farm (lease) up for sale.

Taranaki Herald 9t October 1899
TTOR SALLE,

GU()DWILL OF LEASE of 100

Acres on the Frunkley Hoad, 6
iniles from New Plymouth, 1 mile from
Co-operative Iactory, which has psid 3d
per gal,, 36 tost and 2 bonuz of i per
gallon, rub'divided, pavt bitoly laia down
in oats and graes i 4 room house, ouge
buildings, orchird, garden and piggery.

For particulars apply to,
: J. DUCKUR,
1470 Sash & Door Factory.

Taranaki Herald 17 October 1899

Timber rights over sections in block | The timber rights to W.
14, Cape, held Efj' W. J. Murphy, C. H. Rumbeall’s land were
Arden, J. M. Lilford, and W. Rumball, | {ransferred to J Ducker under
were granted to J. Ducker on certsin | «.ortqin conditions.”
conditions. ' ‘ '

Mr Samuel appeared before the Board,
in company with Mr J. Ducker, in
rupport of the latter's application for
cousent to timber rights over the lease~ | The conditions were that
holds of W. J: Muorphy and others.— royalties from the timber would
The Board decided to rescind the pre- | pe paid to both the Land Board
vious resolution, apd upon condition | ;.4 the Road Board. and that
that "§d per 100 superficial feet Of the | e cawmill books would be
royalty derive: from the timber is paid
E: t.(lileBRoag Board by Mr Ducker, ffhe

an oard agrees to arcept as for :
credit of rent of sections from which Iggagnakl Herald 7 November
timber is taken a royalty of 2id for 100
superficial feet, the sawmill books to be
open to the inspectinn of Rarger.

“open to inspection”
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By 1899 all was going to plan. James jnr. and Alfred were breaking in the land at
Newall Road. Often in the evenings the brothers provided the music for local social
occasions. Soon another musician, a young lady named Mary Frances Louisa Gill,

enabled the formation of a small orchestra ,

At the end of December 1899 James jnr. and Mary Gill were married.

Taranaki Herald, 16 January 1900

A. J. Ducker's application for freehold
of secs 8, 9, and 10, block 10, Cape, was

arrasd tn

Duckers exercise right to
purchase, and become
freeholders.

The newspaper records around this time are not always clear when referring to J.
Ducker, James Ducker, Mr. Ducker etc, it is not always certain whether it is James

Ducker snr., or James Ducker jnr.being referred to.

“A.J. Ducker” in the article above is probably a typographic error, intended to refer to
the two sons A. & J. Ducker (Alfred and James jnr.) who ultimately did settle here.

James Ducker now resigned his position as foreman at Sash and Door Company

Taranaki Daily News, 14 February 1900

Mr, James Ducker, who has for some
twenty years filled the position of foreman
in charge at the New Plymouth Sash and
r Company's Factory, has resigned his
osition in order to enter into business, On
londay the employees of the Company
presented him with a handsome marble

lock, suitably inscribed, the presentation
being made by Mr. d. C. George, one of the

ireators. B

Taranaki Herald, 13 February 1900 Sash and Door

Presentation.

Tur employees of the New Plymouth
Sash & Door I'actory & Timber Comipany
(Limited) assembled in the office of the
Company on Monday morning for the
purpose of making a presentation to M
James Ducker, who is leaving the Com-
pany's cmploy to enter into private
hmginaga.

In the absence of the Chairman, My
James (', Georgo (one of the directors)
made the presentation. Bir Georgestated
that the Company and the whole of the
employees very much vegretted that Ay
Ducker was leaving thém after a long and
faithful service of some twenty- yeurs rs
foreman in charge, and they felt they
could not allow him to depart withoul
presenting him with Some souvenir of the
pleasant years they had been associated

together. MMr George then preseuted Mr
Ducker with a handgome marble clock
bearing the inscription, * Presented to My
James Ducker by the on.ployees of the
NP, Sash & Ce. on his retirement—1880
to 10060." -

The Secretary of the Company stited
that he had been nssociated with 1
Ducker since the inception of ths Com-
pany, and spoke of the very cordial rela-
tions which had at all times existed
between Mr Ducker and the employees,
and concluded Ly calling for three hearty
cheers for Mr and Mrs Ducker.

Mr Ducker said that words failed him
to express his appreeciation of all then
kinds feelings towardshim, and he trusted
that they wonld all follow up their work
's well in e fulure o8 thoy had done in
she past, ’
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The 1900s. Duckers’ Sawmill

It now became known what James Ducker and his two sons had been planning in the
months leading up to James’s resignation from “New Pymouth Sash and Door Co.”

In April 1900 Walter Rumball had written “home” to his sister in England:

ir. Ducker has not got his mill going yet, having had a bigger job
than he anticipated. He has dammed the river up nearly twenty feet and
this has taken & lot of time and trouble. He has made a big water race
in addition, and this has had to be cut out of almost sulidbrock for the
oSt part. The water wheel is the next thing to be fixed up, and then
he will be able wo start. There is a great demand for timber in the
distriect, and he should do a big trade when he does start., I should like
to see him do well._ It will benefit me considerably if ever he takes

T i (See Appendix: “Letters from Piuniho”

ProPLE are saying— The WI‘:rd is I(;“t"-
" . o . . . . Taranaki Herald,
That Mr Ducker ig starting a sawmill on the Newa!l Road. 5 May 1900

“Mr. J Ducker” adds to the the three sections recently purchased on Newall Rd.

A seven years lease of sec 7, block 14, Taranaki Herald, 26 July 1900
Cape, was granted to Mr J. Ducker. Adjoining already owned sections 8,9,10

“Mr. Ducker” makes application to add a little to his property on Frankley Rd.
Taranaki Herald, 21 August 1900
H. Okey, J. Veale, and C. Carter ap- Mr Ducker wishing to purchase the other

plied to purchase half of enclosed road half. The matter was referred to the
between secs 42 and 66, Fitzroy district, Ranger for report.

August 1900, James Ducker is still advertising to sell the (now slightly enlarged)
farm on Frankley Rd. Taranaki Herald, 30 August 1900

{ OR LE:SE BY TENDER,—1U5  tions and further particulars ap.ly to J
Acres on the Frankley Koad, tix  Ducker, Rash & Door [Factory, ,or
miles from New Plymouth; ous mile  Fpynk L. Giry, Okalo. Tradefs to be
frem co operative factory,, tubdivided;  pddressed * Ake,” ¢/6 HERALD office,and
1-rvom house ; orchard, &0, For condi close on the 5th September, 1900.

James jnr. with his wife Mary, and his brother Alfred were now settling on the land
which had been purchased at Newall Road, helping to set up and ultimately to manage
the Duckers’ sawmill.

In 1902 Walter Rumball and Elizabeth Ducker were married and Walter, having sold
his first land at Newall Rd., was breaking in his new bush farm, not far from Duckers’
Sawmill.

Local history gleaned by Margaret Cardiff has it that some of the time during the
decade after leaving the Sash and Door Company, James Ducker was building in New
Plymouth in partnership with a Mr. Took (whose descendants still live in the district.)

Frank and Lily shifted back to New Plymouth where Frank built up a reputation as a
poultry farmer (and local entertainer.) Around 1905 Frank and his growing family
moved first to Opotiki then to nearby Ohiwa. James Ducker (and his associate Took)
travelled to Ohiwa to build a house, store and post office for Frank and Lily to live in
and operate as a business. The building was completed by 1910.

It was probably then that Frank’s only daughter Olive was sent (or brought) back to
New Plymouth to attend school and be raised by her grandparents James and Eleanor.
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Ernest, now back in New Zealand and divorced from Mary Ellen Rawlinson, had also
moved to Opotiki at about the same time as Frank. There he met Lilia Croon.
Ernest and Lilia were married in 1907 and they eventually settled, raised a family and

farmed in the Hamilton district.

In 1912 Frank and Lily parted, Lily taking the youngest child with her.

Frank, who was now bankrupt, subsisted on an island in the Ohiwa Harbour with his
other sons. He married again in 1916 (to Amy Grace Turner) then left what remained
of his family in the care of his new wife, joined the army and went off to war.

He returned wounded in 1917. In 1919 Frank and Amy and new family commenced
farming in Opotiki, where Frank quickly built up a pedigree herd of Friesian cattle.

December 1917 Death of James Ducker Snr.

New Pl
Ducker,

years,

DUCEER—On December 27, 1017, at

outh Hospital,
eloved husband of E. W.
Ducker, Frankley Road; aged 77

James

own.

After James had died, Eleanor was left
with a sixteen acre farmlet on Frankley
Road which, at 81 years of age, was
more than she could manage on her

Needing help, Eleanor made an application to the Military Services Board for her
unmarried son Alfred to be returned on furlough from the theatre of war.

Taranaki Daily News, 28 August 1918

SOLDIERS AT THE FRONT.

FURLOUGII AFTER THREE YE.&BS’
SERVICE,

——

STATEMENT BY GOVERNMENT.

Reference was made at yesterday’s
sitting of ihe Military Serviee Board at
New Plymouth, to the Government de-
cision to grant furlough to men on active
service who had been at the front for
three years or more.

Mrs Lllen Wright Ducker, New Ply-
nonth, made application for the return
to New Zealand of ther son, Alfred
Ducker, who had been away three years,
and who is at present on active service
with ile Expeditionary TForces in
Egypt. -Appellant stated she was 82
years of age, and her husband bad died
six months ago. She was left with a
house and a farm of sixteen acres at
Frankley Road Sle, had thres song-—
onc married, with' thyge children, and
living at Hamlh;pn, zpmther living at
Bay of Plenty,: ha.vxqg ten chﬂamn, and
who had 1eturnet1 from the front, and
another, with -jopx. children, living at
Warea, Ihu son Alfred was the only
single son.” The.sop. ot Warea was the
nearest to appellam’s home.  Appell-
ant stated that. since her husband’s
deatl the farmr had gome back a good
deal, -She had & garnddaughter living

with her, aged sevenfeen. . Av present
thero were only two head of stock on
the farm, - Six heifers had just . been
sold.  There were iwo cottages belong-
ing {o appellant which retumed 243, pe
week in rent. She could not afford, ;E
pay hired labor to work the farm. - Ap-
pellant also had a cottage property in
the Bay of Plenty, which had only just
been re-let after having been vacant tor
gome montha. She said if her son was
not returned the farm would go to fur-
ther ruin, and she was afraid she would
have to give up the home that hud been
wade on the property. Her son :at
Warea helped her with buying and- seil-
ing but was 1ot able to undertake any
worle.  She lad employed some casunl
labor for a week or a fof’tnight‘at 8
tlme

At The request-of the chalrman, Mﬁ]m:
Cox stated that the Government had
irecently made a statement to the ef-
fect that, as opportunity offered, sol-
diers at the front, who had been on
active service for three years or mare,
were being given an opportunity to re-
turn to New Zealand on duty.  He
intimated to appellant that without any
application by her, it was likely her son
might be returned to New Zealand in
the course of & month or two:

The board intimated that it had ne
recommendation to malke.

Evidently the application was unsuccessful.
Alfred was not returned from Palestine until the following year.
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The son with
three children
living at
Hamilton
was Ernest.

Frank was the
son in the Bay of
Plenty with 10
children, who
had returned
from the front.

The son with
four children
living at Warea
was James jnr.

The grand
daughter, 17,
living with
Eleanor was
Olive, daughter
of Frank.
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(Photographs from Ron Henderson collectioi

Eleanor Wright Ducker (nee Bradley) 1836 — 1929

Eleanor Wright Ducker died in 1929 aged 93. (NZ BDM Record 1917/7924)

Bradley Walter, a Ducker descendant has recorded:

“They are both buried in the Primitive Methodist section of the Te Henui cemetery,
New Plymouth. According to New Plymouth District Council records, also buried in
their plot is a stillborn infant [Ducker] b/d 19/8/1908... ....

Olive Bassett [nee Rumball] was about 6 when Eleanor died. Olive remembers
Grandma as a little old lady dressed in black, living with her daughter Ada
Rawlinson on Watson Street, New Plymouth, where she had her own room.

James Ducker is believed to have made a glass-doored bookcase that, along with a
side-board, featured in the Rumball house in Douglas. Mary Walter [nee Rumball]
inherited the bookcase when her sister Florrie died, and it is now owned by Mary'’s
daughter Elizabeth Kilmister. ..... ”

The book case appears at the end of this chapter. There are independent anecdotes that
the Duckers had brought at least some of their furniture with them when they came
out from England. It is interesting to speculate if this book case was an early example
of James’s work, or whether it was made after the family arrived in New Zealand.

It does look like native New Zealand timber and Elizabeth is sure it is made of rimu.
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Photograph from Bradley Walter collection
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The wood working skill of James Ducker

This book case cabinet was made by

James Ducker who served his apprenticeship
as wheelwright and joiner in Haxey

in the 1860’s.

It is in the possession of Elizabeth Kilmister,
| a grand daughter of Elizabeth Ducker and
great grand daughter of James and Eleanor.

The photograph below shows in more detail
carvings of the Yorkshire rose
at the top of each door.

Presentation clock

We are currently trying to find a photograph of the presentation clock which was
awarded to James Ducker when he resigned from the New Plymouth Sash and Door
Factory & Timber Company Ltd. in February 1900.

So far, no photograph has been found.

Bradley Walter recalls that it went to the family of Eleanor and Jim Hill
(Eleanor being the daughter of James Ducker jnr.)
So far we have been unable to make contact with descendants of this family.
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Part 4 The children of James and Eleanor Ducker
€ i i 3 . _—

‘94«»«,&1/7 r%W Dicotrtloy o —tivara »
o

My ed a7 /”"VM Chur &, ,27,{//444‘, 1864

L1866 | Hariow Buctlow Atrn 7 g Wev 5% 1800 oF & NVeloon

,%«m, Bradtfra; Fonglann.

/867 Loikod Buoptes Aorn 7 Asfoce. %9'4/5%7 ———
— A Bty Ditetr Lo 31869 Giricce o Sebivtorrre Compadivy

1869 | Bte Ductlin, Abrrn &%zu I8 a¥

Aphos Eoe 3 Brnifos Liugloue

7870 /éffmax Luckow Atrae Me0.31 157, o fiood Dypertaic,

Loy Kincobwtliie Eig. (6mmun)

1872 Gk, Recoplon Aoorm 4«7“/ 205 1874, (at # 5

7873 | Upeat Duoklee Morn Lec 367 1573 o & am

SRV SN, ) Keriilocilin, . Lo,

1976 %t»rw Dicto ltvrr &FBtto @ 0ne Dk 1875 1878
1879 /5/9&% Decotton Atrn %ffo"{/§77 (70 45 )

"Z‘A‘M 7550‘/(/0'4 %«d /mw,aq/tah,,;w 7,

ﬁmlz 8.4 /M W 7/&’?@ Yot
"/é W ?Wﬂ//fu g@W W«/:Zﬁa(u Vé‘,d&,‘fté

et Married 5&/@7 Ruw 1o Dt vrdd

. M wao B oy G% 150G amot Aisot Lic. 879 T
e al ' 601@4 Closenal, YYntoliws. Ko Meo

J. : J6e e W (Wz»cfe&)

|

M\S‘

e @ " I

(From the coIIectlon of Ron Henderson )

This detailed information regarding the family of James and Eleanor Ducker was
copied from the family bible of Eleanor’s grandfather , Joshua (John?) Waddington.
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Birth Date of Elizabeth

The Waddington family bible transcription (previous page) was done by Alice
Bradney (Janet Fleming’s mother.) The date of birth given for Elizabeth Ducker

(7" July 1879) is at variance with a copy of a birth certificate (transcribed and
certified in 2014, see beginning of Part 4) which gives the date as 7" July 1878,
Elizabeth’s recorded age at marriage , age at death and age on the passenger list of the
immigrant ship all point to the birth date probably being 1878.

An Illingworth connection for Marian?

Eleanor Bradley married James Ducker on 29" March 1866.

Their first child, Marian Ducker was born 7 % months later on 15" Nov 1866.

A generation later, when Marian’s first daughter was born in 1889,
that child was named
Minnie Illingworth Hooper.

Where did the name “Illingworth” come from?

Here is the explanation, as related to Margaret Cardiff
by Marian’s second daughter Edie (my grandmother):

“Eleanor was the seamstress for a well-to-do family by the name of Illingworth
and was very well thought of for her demeanour and expert needlework.

The son of the household was in love with her but was not allowed to marry a
“common seamstress.” However for many years after their arrival in New Zealand
parcels of clothes and materials would arrive for Eleanor, from the Illingworths.
(Whether from the son or from the mother we do not know.)”

(Notes from Margaret Cardiff.
Margaret asks also: Did James know from whom these parcels came?)

It seems rather remarkable that the Illingworth memory was preserved in this way.
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Marian Ducker

Photograh from R & M Cardiff collection
According to the Baptism record below, Marian was born in Bradford on February 7%
1867. The birth date recorded is suspect.

BAPTISMS solemnized in the Wesleyan-Methodist Chapel .
Child’s Nawe, Parcat’s Name, ¢ 0o Miokes
When Baptized. Scn e Abode. SEE wlnnthomuﬂb’y
i o & when Bapiized, was performed.
o 1, 7
18€ /{ﬂ/rn st /;anm /2 v
| Z)
" i heed Jeeoiem A/A,-Ilc& xzf i
L lf'inA\ % ﬁ‘; %Ill- C¥iag
7/.{4!4'71
No. 121.

The date of the baptism itself is recorded only as “1867”

(The next baptism on the page was recorded on 28" Feb. 1867 and the previous
baptism was recorded on 17" Jan 1866)

The “Child’s Age when Baptised” field normally records the child’s birth date, and
suggests that Marian was born on Feb 7 1867.

However “England & Wales, FreeBMD Birth Index, 1837-1915 for Marian Ducker”
states that the birth was registered some time in Oct Nov Dec 1866.

BIRTHS regintered in October, November, and December 18686.

an -,-

Fal  Dawma ' L

~ Duck s un. Emma J, ’I‘umteld
e [ghmall F. Nottingham
— George P.  Rochfor,
—_— Jnhn Ghorltﬂn

: m

Mary A, u Cenieineieeain
—— Richard, Walsingham ..,
—— Samuel.  Docking ..o

A transcript from the old Waddington family bible probably records the correct date
of birth. (From the documents of Ron Henderson.)

e | Hariew Buotlos Avn 7 g Wovis® 1844 wt & Neloon,
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Marian must have been no more than about 3 years old when the Duckers moved
from Bradford (in Yorkshire) back to the old Ducker home town of Haxey
(in North Lincolnshire) around 1870°

Despite her young age when leaving Bradford, Marian seemed to have retained some
of her Yorkshire identity. Judie Lannam records that “when anything bothered any of
her family she would ask them ‘where’s your Yorkshire determination?’”

The Yorkshire side of her family came, of course, from her mother Eleanor Wright
(nee) Bradley.

Marian was 13 years old when the family emigrated to New Zealand and her teenage
growing up years were on the family farm at Frankley Road New Plymouth.

Not far away lived the Hooper family.

John Hooper and his wife Jane, who had come from the mines of Cornwall, had
emigrated to Australia and then moved on to the Thames gold mines in New Zealand.
There was a son called Richard who had been born during their time in Australia.

The Hoopers had moved once more and were now farming at New Plymouth.
They had bought land on Elliot Rd (now known as Tukapa Street) and also on nearby
Frankley Rd, so were now living not far from the Duckers.

In fact, as we have seen, James Ducker and John Hooper served together on the
Frankley Road School Committee. (Taranaki Herald 27 May 1886)

On 6™ June 1886 my Hooper great grandparents Richard Hooper and Marian Ducker
were married. The marriage took place in the New Plymouth Registry Office.
The certificate records that Richard was 21 and Marian 19.

1880, Marriages in the District of Wm«&m P

g
ot o Pt | T
TEEive | e | B
1 .
Jrey

|
#o | Wimsod Whes Tunos nod Bursamses of sh Purtiis Age. Baok or Profawion. :r;gu_n',m.: Tirbplase.

'*%é B — e
T e A AR S (AP

7 ! W‘J | | ‘
! iz A |2
L 4 |
AManrrep, after the delivery to moe of the Certificate required by * The Marriage Acf, 1830,” by
. . imister [or Teegistrar).
This Mari ewumlmimahm;,({};m/ WEMM/ .

eors Moefr |

T cesrrey ﬁmlI.hea\:uvninxhunmwuf&ezwinmmhlm-ﬂmdemlhptbymn.

Witnesses were Richard’s father (John Hooper) and Marian’s 17-year-old sister Ada.

9 Younger sister Ada had been born in Bradford in Jul. 1869 and was baptised in Haxey in Dec. 1870.
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(Photograph from the collection of Richard and Margaret Cardiff)

Judie Lannam records that the young couple Richard and Marian first lived on Elliot
Road, with the Hooper family. Their first child was Herbert, born on 3™ August 1886.

Over the next six years, Marian and Richard had three more children: Minnie
Illingworth Hooper (January 1889), my grandmother Edith Adelaide Hooper (October
1890) and Doris (1892.) Doris died at 15 months, of meningitis.*°

10 Doris was buried in Hurdon cemetery which backs onto what was the Hoopers’
farm (note from Margaret Cardiff.)
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By 1890 the Hoopers had sold their land and stock on Frankley Road, and in 1890
Richard and his parents had travelled to Australia to attend the graduation of
Richard’s brother Will from the Adelaide Theological College.

Evidently Marian, who may have been pregnant with Edith at that time, remained in
New Plymouth.

(It is said that Edith Adelaide Hooper got her name from the fact that Richard Hooper
had been impressed with the town of Adelaide on the occasion of this trip to Australia.
Maybe so. Adelaide was also the first place the Hoopers had settled when they
emigrated to Australia, and Richard had been born not far away from Adelaide, at the
mining town of Moonta.)

In the early 1890s vast tracts of land in South Taranaki had been taken over following
the Taranaki Wars. Some of this land was confiscated outright, and some was
designated as “reserve” from which the Maori owners were almost as effectively
excluded, as much of the reserve land was parcelled into blocks and offered up by
tender to settlers, as leasehold.

Along with many other settlers in New Plymouth, the Hooper family was attracted by
the chance to obtain and break in some of this potentially good dairy farm land on the
Waimate Plains in South Taranaki.

In May 1893 Richard’s father was successful in a bid for 310 acres of leasehold land
on Skeet Road!?, of which 100 acres was later subdivided off for Richard and Marian.

Some of the details relating to this land can be found in Judie Lannam’s “From the
Mines to the Mountain”, and further details are given in the “The Hooper Family from
Cornwall to Taranaki”, a scrapbook of family history compiled by G. Kenyon.

Richard and other family members then went ahead to South Taranaki to make
preparations for the family, including building some primitive accommodation at
Skeet Road, while Marian and the children remained behind in New Plymouth.

In May 1894 the land and house at Elliot Road was sold*?, and Marian and the three
little children made a trek, on their own, from New Plymouth to the Skeet Road block
in South Taranaki.

The two day trip overland by horse and trap was recorded many years later by
Marian’s daughter Edith who must have been no more than 3 or 4 years old at the
time.

This valuable recollection (on the following pages) has been circulating in print for
some time, one of the earliest of our recorded family memories.
Judie Lannam has also published it in her book “From the Mines to the Mountain.”

1 Taranaki Herald reported the successful bids, as did the Hawera and Normanby Star on 6" May 1893.
12 Taranaki Herald 2" May 1894 reports the sale of the farm at Elliot Rd
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Marian made the journey, with three small children and all their belongings, from
New Plymouth to the new home at Skeet Road, South Taranaki.

(The diagram has been taken from a map depicting the main survey tracks in 1881,
from “Settler Kaponga” by Prof Rollo Arnold.)

The distance today, by road, is about 80 km and would take about 1 hour to drive.
It took Marian 2 days by horse and trap, with an overnight stop on the way.

Marian’s daughter Edith (my grandmother), in her record of the journey, recalled that
her brother was born two months later.

(Richard Leslie Hooper was born 8™ July 1894.)

Also the Elliot Rd farm and home was sold in May 1894. (Taranaki Herald 2" May1894)

This enables us to state with some confidence that the journey took place around May
1894.
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Marian’s Trek from New Plymouth to South Taranaki
(From the recollection of Marian’s daughter Edith Adelaide Kenyon (nee Hooper.)

“My mother and father came to live on Skeet Road, Pihama when | was just over
three years of age. Mother had driven a trap from New Plymouth with three children
and all our belongings, plus a tin copper chimney on board from Frankley Road, New
Plymouth. I think we stayed one night at Opunake en route, as the first thing |
remember was a peacock in a window, with its tail spread out. We now know it was at
Rahotu with the Hughson family. The house is still standing today, behind the grocery
store at Rohatu. Whether it was alive I do not know but the beauty of this big tail
spread infatuated me but it may have been a stuffed bird. Also someone gave me some
lollies, which had to be divided amongst us all.

My brother and sister were older than me and Mother had always taught us
to share whatever was given us. Of course I didn’t know then we would be having
another brother or sister in the near future, actually only two months later. |
remember father had to carry everything up a little hill as the track was too steep and
a lot of small logs were laying on the track. Father and Grandfather had ridden from
New Plymouth during the previous year about 50 miles now and then to build two
small homes. Ours was just two rooms and grandfather had three rooms. When they
had built the house Mother packed up all our gear including the chimney and |
remember also a very big trunk, which for a while was big enough to make a bed for
us two little girls to sleep on in Mother’s room. Mumma and Papa, as we were told to
call our parents in those days, had their double bed and my brother slept on a small
couch my mother had brought also on the trap.

Father had his job driving a few cows for us and Grandfather by road from
New Plymouth. That was in the month of June so the cows were dry, but could not be
hurried on the trip.”

(More likely the departure point was Elliot Road.
The Frankley Road farm had been sold shortly before Edith was born.)

Judie Lannam inserts into the story:

“Marian’s drive with the horse and trap took two days with the overnight stay at
Rahotu. The following day near the end of their journey, they had to cross the
Mangahume Stream on the South Road between Opunake and Pihama. When Marian
got to the bridge the trap would not fit across as the chimney had been packed across
the trap. The sides of the bridge were too high to allow the laden trap to cross over.
While contemplating what to do, a good Samaritan, a kind gentleman, came to
Marian’s rescue. The trap was unloaded, the chimney stowed lengthwise, the
remainder of their possessions reloaded so they were able to cross the bridge and
complete their journey.”

Edie’s narrative actually tells us quite a lot about the character of her mother.
Evidently Marian (nee Ducker) was courageous, resourceful and capable.

Strict as a parent but a good provider of all that the children needed, including a
concern for their education, and in addition an early introduction to the religious faith
of her and her husband. It seems too that Marian had the Ducker talent for music, as
there is reference to singing, the purchase of a piano, and music lessons for the eldest
daughter.
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1894 L.ife at Skeet Rd.
Edie’s account of the journey is followed by her recollection of the first few years
living at Skeet Rd.

“Well finally we got a fireplace made of stones, also the hearth. My brother
slept in the living room and one night a rat ate a hole in his stocking | remember.
Mother was able to manage one way or another and I guess she did not forget to
bring black wool for mending those stockings. There was no door on the bedroom but
mother soon had a curtain there. Every day Mother and us three children started
picking up wood and chips and trying to get a garden going. Mother had a big bath
which served for washing and bathing, also a camp oven. Mother made our own
bread. A new baby did not seem to prevent Mother carrying on as usual and baby
(Richard Leslie) was no trouble. He got his meal about the same time as we got ours
or very soon after that, depended on how hard he yelled, I guess. We soon had a
flower garden in front of our little home and I still remember Mother telling me to try
to walk straight and sent me walking round and round the garden path. She tied a
scarf in front of my neck and somehow crossed it at the back and tied my shoulders
back to keep my head up. My older sister who was two years older than me always
seemed to do the right thing. My oldest brother and sister (Herbert and Minnie) were
school aged by that time. They had a pony to ride to school which was nearly four
miles away.

Father had made a cowshed made of slabs with a shingle roof and slabs for
the floor. The rails around the yard were also split timbers. When | got to seven years
of age they decided it was time | started school so they let me go to New Plymouth to
stay with Auntie Minnie who had no children. | was always quick to learn and my
sister and brother often showed me what they learnt at school and when my Uncle
Bob took me to a little private school opposite St. Mary’s Church in New Plymouth,
the teacher told Uncle Bob when he called for me at the end of the first day to get me
a slate, a pen and pencil and copy book as well as a third primer reading book. My
mother had told the older ones to help me to read and Mother also helped whenever
she could and talked to us. Mother often sang about her work too and though there
was no Sunday School or Church within miles, we learned a lot of hymn tunes from
Mother and Father. She also taught us the Lord’s Prayer and “Gentle Jesus’ before
school age. In fact Mother and Father often sang hymns together. As the years went
by, Father improved the house and added to it. He also bought a stove (Dover) which
stood on four legs. We were quite proud of our kitchen even though we had to use a
big milk pan for a sink. A kerosene tin of water heated on the stove and a big bath on
the floor with cold water added, was the weekly bath for the kids, one after another,
but every night we all had to wash our feet before going to bed. I might add there was
no toilet in the house, and it was no joke having to go out in the rain and cold. That
place was also built of slabs.

Within a few years a factory was built about a mile away. Father and
mother decided we were to go to another school, so we left Pihama and started at
Auroa. | was ten years of age by then, and had just passed into standard three. My
sister who was 12, started to learn music as by that time mother had bought a piano.
As the years passed, the farm was cleared and had more grass, there were more cows
to milk and so each one as we got older had to learn to milk. I forgot to tell at the
beginning that there was lots of wild pigs in the bush and we were scared to go too
far from the house for quite a long time. Father and some of the neighbours
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sometimes went pig hunting and a nice young pig seemed quite a treat occasionally.
There was also pheasants and pigeons. We also had pigs in a sty. Father always
killed two pigs a year, so we had plenty of bacon all the year. Father was the usual
one called on by the neighbours to kill and dress their pigs also. Most people had
their bacon hanging to the ceiling after it was cured and what a lovely breakfast it
was, especially if the hens were laying, there is nothing like home cured bacon and
eggs. I'll never forget the lovely pork pies Mother made with the small pieces of flesh
left over after Father had cut up the pig ready to be cured for bacon.

A few weeks after we started at that new school, practically all the family
had whooping cough. My sister and | slept out in our bedroom but Mum had all the
rest of the family (except Father and an uncle who was staying with us at the time)
settled down in the sitting room which seemed to be a sort of hospital. Mother had
four of the children and a baby she was feeding at that time all in with her for six
weeks and the open fire was never let go out. Each day she would take out ashes and
save a few coals to start the fire in the morning after sweeping out the ashes. In those
days they thought children had to be kept inside with whooping cough. They never got
a doctor and every one of us was sick after coughing, so there was several “jerries”
needed amongst us all, and poor old Dad had to be “night man” and “day man” to
dispose of the vomit etc. etc. My sister and | were allowed to sleep in our own room
but we had to stay inside all day..... "

The story of Marian’s life as a pioneer continues, described in some detail by Judie
Lannam in her book “From the Mines to the Mountain™:

“Being all standing bush there was precious little food for the stock that first winter
and the horses at least were grazed at the neighbours. Parp (Marian’s husband Richard)
supplied the first creamery in the area, the Pihama factory, with split rata for firing the
boiler, to earn the keep for his family in those early difficult years. When they could
feed enough cows, the cream was taken to Pihama until the Kaupokonui Dairy
Factory opened. In the meantime Richard and Marian’s family had increased, their
tenth child was due when Parp (Richard) sold his lease in 1906 and took over his
father’s 210 acres. As the family grew the older ones assumed more duties and
responsibilities. Minnie and Edie took turns at milking the cows and doing the
housework before dashing the four miles to school and heaven help any child late for
school. The boys were helping with the clearing and splitting of logs after the bush
was felled and general breaking in of the land.....”

Eventually, after years of toil, the farm prospered. Marian, Richard and family were
finally able to move from their little cottage into this wonderful new home.

3 T = T

(Photograph taken from “From the Mines to the Moain by Juie Lannam)
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The death of Marion®s cldest danghter
Minnie

The 'I"|;|11'.1I}' met tragedy m 1907 when 18-
vear-old Minnie became il and began to
sufter abdominal pains. 18 is said that
Mlarion's mother-m-law Fare Hooper kad
helisved that pains were the result of Minnie
dri:lking cold water (there 15 an obd Cornsh
tradition that cold faod or drink can be
detrimentad) am bl tred o remedy the
situation by applying warmth. The docior
wins eventually called, and the kichen nnd
table serubbed down for an emerpency
opEErnfian,

Mlinnie dicd of peritenitis while asder
anaesthetic

Mimnie had been much loved and was
wreatly massed.

Mmanve Wingworth Hooper
Phategraph taken from

“From the Mines to the Mountain'™
by Judie Larmam

Marian’s eldest daughter Minnie Illingworth who died at age 18 in 1907
Marian and Richard retired in 1920 and moved back to New Plymouth.

Marian made three trips back to England, twice with Richard and youngest daughter
Mary in 1931 and 1934, and again possibly on her own in 1937.

One reason was to visit her son William (“Son”) who had joined the RAF.

There is no record now of whether she visited Bradford, where she was born, or
whether she visited Haxey where she had spent her early childhood.

Potograph taken from “From the Mines to the Mountain” by Judy Lannam.

Marian with her son William Ernest in 1937. (William always known in the family as “Son”)
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Richard and Marian Hooper Family 1928 (from the collection of R. & M. Cardiff)

Back Row L to R: John, Tom, Herbert, Mamie, Dick, Edie, Jim, William Ernest (“Son”).
Front Row L to R: Mary, Richard Hooper, Marian (Ducker) Hooper, Eleanor (“Girlie)

MARIAN HOOPER'S 80TH BIRTHDAY 1946

This photograph was taken from “From the Mines to the Mountain” by Judie Lannam.

(Names corrected by Richard Cardiff after consultation with Mavis Herbert. 22 September 2015)

Frontrow: lan, Neville, Allan H, in front, Frank, Richard C, Marian C in front, Minnie with John,
Rita with Shirley, Janice, Ken B in front, Lucy holding Jean, Barry C, Irwin,
Dorothy with Pauline.

Second Row: Jim, Gordon, Dick, Emma, Girlie C, Arthur C, Marian, Alf Brown, Maimie B, Wilf,
Herbert, Allie, John, Ollie, Tom

Third Row: Joyce, Jean, Mavis, Elsa, Joy, Maisie, Gwynneth, Kath, Kath Kenyon, Eleanor,
Doug Ward, Edgar

Back Row: Ern, Rex, Wilson, Ernest Herbert, Ivan, Alf, John Oliver, Geoff, Tom, Clive

My parents (Kath and Clive Kenyon) are there, but | was not born until 1947.
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This is the house where Marian
Hooper lived

after moving back to

New Plymouth.

6 Rawhiti St. Vogeltown

(From the collection of R&M Cardiff)

Marian Hooper
(nee Ducker)

Died in November 1955

. e aged 89
ren MINNIE ILLINGWORTH
Ji GED 18 YEARS
| | | |
John Hooper| | = | [Jane Crabb James Ducker| | + | |Eleanor Wright Bradley
born 1833 1855 b abt 1836 bom 1831 1866 born 1836
Richard Hooper + Manan Ducker
bom 1862 1886 bom 1866
Herbert bom 1886
Minnie [Hingworth 18891907
Edith Adelaide bom 1890
Edith Adelaide Hooper Doris 1892-1894
Richard Leslie borm 1894
. —1 James bom 1896
married (1917) Marian(Mamic) o 1899
Thomas bora 1901
John Wilson Kenvon John Heary borm 1903
William Ernest born 1906
Eleancr borm 1909
Mary Evelyn bom 1912

The family of Marian (nee Ducker) and Richard Hooper.

Margaret Cardiff informs: The first 10 of Marian’s children were born at home — the first 4 at Hurdon
New Plymouth, the next 6 at Skeet Rd (referred to variously as Auroa, Pihama or Otakeho).

Eleanor (Girlie) was the 1st to be born in a Maternity Home, in New Plymouth.

Marian was nearly 43, yet nearly 3 years later she had Mary- in Manaia Nursing Home.April 1912.
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Herbert Ducker

The transcript of the family page of Joshua Waddington’s bible states that Herbert
Ducker was born on December 9" 1867.

/867 .Zévﬂ»/ Bueptos Aegm 7‘25%»«4,. %9’4/5%/ “//"’rwuﬂ,
N Aéﬁu/w Ditorr Le-3% 186 9. Livwiis q/fg/ugﬁtméwgaj {

Herbert died as an infant, and Janet Fleming’s collection of documents includes the
child’s death notice:

In Affectionate Remembrance of
HERBERT,

Infant son of James and Eleanor Ducker,
who died on Friday, 3 Dec 1869,
Aged 1 year 11 months.

Interred this day at Scholemore Cemetery.
“Of such is the Kingdom of Heaven”

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 72



mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

Ada Ducker

Ada was born in Bradford on July 2" 1869, and baptised eighteen months later on
Dec 13" 1870 in the Primitive Methodist Church in Haxey.

7 : v —— s oo,
: / S
4
oy 5 £ 58 O H 88 s 8 8 8 8 8 8 ;
3 Wiiiddd AR A A A A AAASARAAMASAASSA AL ARALLRS
E CERTIFICATE OF BAPTISM, s
3 :g Adnministered with Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and aj the Holy Ghost. >
! a.“ In the Parish of vzé// aaes _in the County of ¢ > 4 :4{ e .
i % R in the year 18 /0 g:j
: ) o G Parents’ Names. ]. 1 ‘ ; 0 ,
I Il e R BT Bl R tsty |
. i |
o o) P | A
T — ; 1 > 3
870 - 7 /H J \
o ik Ao, ﬁu' o Dk | psafis '/ v o F
B s = il - | focuc p 3 N o <]
> J,,~% 4 ' 45 %/) e Cjkﬂ /f/z //‘/‘) ‘ ol i
|77 - !
S 7 ! | I *
The abave is a true Copy from the Penaimive Myrnopust  Register Book of Baptisms in w_zﬁz_; / j T ; \
e . 2 = |
o Witness my hand this /}‘2 _day of (¢ ° _Z{’/ I E
— el?oi c, ;fé% 7(\,717 .- Eg: ‘
p?gy \m %WM NN/ IN/IN/ININYINEN N W VAVAYAY
ﬂ g § ‘5 ;w sv[\ﬁ A}) v PR V 5 (ﬁ 1&?}* 2 v s‘A?r & 79

ERRELY M@ LL_./\

From Janet Fleming’s collection of documents.

(The transcripts of Combined Isle of Axholme Methodist Baptisms (by Axholme FHS
and referred to as The Haxey Transcripts) records Ada’s combined baptism with
brother Ernest, and gives the birth date as 2" June 1869. )

IWMCKER  Ada Eleancr 02 Jun 1BES 13 Dec 1670 Joiner
JWCKER  Ernesl Edeanor 21 Hov 1870 13 Dec 1870 Joinor

Jamas
James

CP Weastwoodside
CP Westwoodsigs

However According to an inscription in the Waddington family bible:

S-am
/§eq

(Pt @méﬁ.f mm%iu fﬁ’écf e v
and also Ada’s birth certificate above, Ada’s birth date was 2" July 1869.)

Ada was about 11 years old when the family emigrated to New Zealand.

She grew up on the Frankley Rd. farm, New Plymouth.

Taranaki Herald, Volume XXXVI, Issue 7344, 12 April 1887, Page 4

FIFTH AUTUMN SHOW

Hearth Rug, Ist prize Miss A, Ducker.

-

In 1891 Ada Ducker married John William Rawlinson in New Plymouth.
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The Rawlinson family
Janet Fleming informs me that the Rawlinson family came from Lancaster, and that
documentation is difficult to find because the children were all listed as “Ashton.”

It is almost as difficult to find a document relating to their passage to New Zealand
because the shipping list published in the newspaper has serious errors.

The family (William and Grace Rawlinson and their children John William,
James, Mary Ellen, Annie Elizabeth and baby Benjamin)

arrived in Auckland on the 19" of October 1878 on the ship May Queen.

A lengthy description of the voyage and the full passenger list may be found in
Auckland Star, 19 October 1878

Here is a fragment of the passenger list showing errors in regard to the Rawlinsons.

EOtO, 2, I EaIo0n ., UCUIEYy @ 3 ITOmmuouil, &7 7
George T., 2 ; Lizzie, infant. Phillips: John, 21
Mary, 21. Phillips: Joseph, 21; Kmma, 20-
Robinson: William, 38; Grace, 36; John, 13
James, 11 ;: Roomly: David, 27; I-Jfﬂ.ry A., 255
William, 7; Elizabeth, 4; David, 2. Roper:
John, 28; Mary, 23: John E., 21. Stewart -

T3l Ol Arenacs T 91 Sfpveng s Thamog 49238
In place of Robinson, the entry should read:

Rawlinson: William, 38; Grace, 36; John, 13;
James., 11 ;

Also, missing from the list: Mary Ellen, Annie Elizabeth and Benjamin*?
Janet informs us that the family settled in Panmure and three more children were born.
Two of them appear in NZ BDM Online:
1879/4112 Rawlinson | Emma Jane Grace William
1880/19376 Rawlinson | Sarah Grace William

A major employer in Panmure was Ireland’s Tannery and it is said that both
John William Rawlinson and his brother James Rawlinson worked there as tanners.'*

Today we do not know how John William Rawlinson of Panmure, Auckland met Ada
Ducker who lived on Frankley Road in New Plymouth.

Communcation between New Plymouth and
Auckland in those days involved a coastal

o passage between the open beach of New
Onehunga—6i-Auckland | plymoyth and the dangerous Manukau Harbour
with its port of Onehunga on Auckland’s west
New Plymouth coast.

From Onehunga a short overland journey could
be made to the town of Auckland on the east
coast of the isthmus.

13 This is not a typesetting error. Janet Rawlinson has seen the actual passenger list for the May Queen
in 1878 and there too the Rawlinsons are recorded as Robinson — and on this list the two girls are
missing but this time all three boys James, John and Benjamin are recorded.

14 Janet Rawlinson: “All the boys in the family including Adam born in NZ worked at Ireland’s

Tannery. At least one of them, Benjamin, was apprenticed by Mrs Ireland who ran the tannery on
her husband’s death. His son has the apprenticeship papers.
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Marriage of Ada Ducker and John William (Jack) Rawlinson

Taranaki Herald 3 April 1891

RAWLINSON — DUCKER. — On April
2nd, at St. Mary’s Church, by the Ven
Archdeacon Govett, JoHN WILLIAM,
eldest gon of William Rawlinson,
Aunckland, to ApA, second daughter
of Jawmes Ducker, Frankley Road,
New Plymouth. — Aucklaod papers

copy.

Although the wedding took place in New Plymouth, the new Rawlinson family first
lived at Panmure, which was then a village on the outskirts of Auckland, and this is
where the first child of Ada and John was born.

Their child did not survive (or was perhaps stillborn) and the birth was not registered.
The information has been handed down through the family. Ada told Janet Fleming’s
cousin that the child was buried at the back of the church, under some trees.

1. John Rawlinson  born and died 30 Dec 1891 Panmure, Auckland
Buried St Mathias Churchyard, Panmure.

The Rawlinsons took up farming in New Plymouth, initially on Frankley Rd.

By 1905 they were
registered on the

| electoral roll as farmers,
| Carrington Rd.

Carrington Road 1910

(Photograph from the
collection of Janet Fleming)

:

Left to right: Ken, Jack, Ada (holding Elsie), Charles, Ida, Alice,  Gwen, Gay.
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Jack and Ada’s children were born as follows:

2. Ida May b. New Plymouth 15" May 1893

3. Gwendoline b. New Plymouth 215t sept 1895  (m. Brabant)

4. Eleanor Grace (Gay) b. New Plymouth 15" Aug 1897 (M. Shaw)

5. Charles Leslie b. New Plymouth 10" Jul 1899  (m. Waters, m. Riorden)
6. Alice b. Carrington Rd. 2@ Aug1901 (M. Bradney)

7. Kenneth b. Carrington Rd. 28" Jan 1904 (M. Gunn)

8. Victor b. Carrington Rd. 20" Apr1906  (d. 21 Dec 1907)

9. Elsie b. Carrington Rd. 17" Apr 1908

10. Evelyn b. New Plymouth 19" Feb 1911  (m. McClennan)

11. Mona Jean b. New Plymouth 20" Mar 1914  (d. 20 Mar 914)
(information provided by Janet Fleming, the daughter of Alice Rawlinson.)

By 1921 the family was able to move into New Plymouth township in some style:

Photograph from the collection of Janet Fleming. ~ Written proudly on the reverse side is the caption:

“Straspey” Gover Street.
Our first home in New Plymouth.
June 1921
Bought for £800 House, cottage & extra building site
J. W. Rawlinson

Many years later this large house was structurally altered and shifted to another site.
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Electoral Roll
1896 Ada
John William

1900 Ada
John William

1905 Ada
John William

1911 Ada
John William

1914 Ada
John William
Ida May

1919 Ada
John William
Ida May

Eleanor Grace

Gwendoline

1928 Ada

John William
Ida May

Charles Leslie

1935 Ada
John William

Charles Leslie

1938 Ada
John William

Charles Leslie

1949 Ada

Rawlinson
Rawlinson

Rawlinson
Rawlinson

Rawlinson
Rawlinson

Rawlinson
Rawlinson

Rawlinson
Rawlinson
Rawlinson

Rawlinson
Rawlinson
Rawlinson
Rawlinson
Rawlinson

Rawlinson

Rawlinson
Rawlinson
Rawlinson

Rawlinson

Rawlinson
Rawlinson

Rawlinson

Rawlinson
Rawlinson

Rawlinson

Frankley Rd
Frankley Rd

Frankley Rd
Frankley Rd

Carrington Rd
Carrington Rd

Carrington Rd
Carrington Rd

Carrington Rd
Carrington Rd
Carrington Rd

Carrington Rd
Carrington Rd
Carrington Rd
Carrington Rd
Carrington Rd

Watson St

Watson St
Watson St
Watson St

Watson St

Watson St
Watson St

Watson St

Watson St
Watson St

Watson St

wife
farmer

wife
farmer

wife
farmer

wife
farmer

wife
farmer
spinster

wife
farmer
spinster
spinster
spinster

wife

engine driver
spinster
builder

Wife
engine driver
builder

wife
engine driver

builder

widow

Ada Rawlinson’s house
in later years, corner of
Watson St. and Leach St.
New Plymouth

(Photo from the collection of
Richard and Margaret Cardiff)

Richard Cardiff recalls Ada living there “in the darkened front room.”
Gwen (Brabant) lived with her, and often Evie (McClennan) was there.
When he was about 12 it was Richard’s job to mow the lawns for Evie and Mac.
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Ada (Ducker) Rawlinson
(from the collection of Elaine Winter.)

Ada’s grand daughter Janet Fleming also

: N has this photograph.
S e
2 . Janet told me it was taken at the time of
the 50" wedding anniversary of
Ada and John William (Jack) Rawlinson.
2 This would have been in 1941.
T e
" i 74 8 John William Rawlinson was not in the
.{.. ﬁ photograph because he was in hospital at
: », » » -
s et the time.
..\ ’y i ":‘. .
4 . i -
- ~ - %
NZ BDM Online
1941/27262 Rawlinson John William 76Y
1955/19239 Rawlinson Ada 85Y

16/11/2016

Two Ducker Sisters
Ada Rawlinson on left with her
sister Marian Hooper on right.

(Marian’s daughter Mamie in background.)
Taken outside the then BNZ on Devon St. near

the corner of Brougham St. New Plymouth,
by a Crago Studios street photographer.

(From the collection of Richard and Margaret Cardiff)
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Ernest Ducker

Ernest was born on the 21 November 1870 and was baptised in Haxey at the
Westwoodside Primitive Methodist Chapel on 13" December 1870

(on the same occasion as his elder sister Ada.)

(Combined Isle of Axholme Methodist Baptisms 1/10/2002 Axholme FHS)

The first reference to Ernest in the Taranaki Herald is his appearance in the New
Plymouth Sash and Door football team in 1889. Ernest was nearly 19 then and
perhaps he was working with his father, for the Sash and Door Company.

In 1892 Ernest married Mary Ellen Rawlinson, the sister of John Rawlinson who had
married Ada in the previous year.

Taranaki Herald 16 January 1892

: MARRIAGE,

DUCKER—RAWLINSON.— On January
3rd, 1892, at St. Mary's Church, New
Plymouth, by the Ven. Archdeacon
Govett, ErNrsT DUOKER to MARY
ELLEN RAwLINSON, eldest danghter of

. Wiltiam Rawlinson, Panmure, near

»  Auckland. — Auckland papers please

copy.

The following year their daughter lvy Myrtle was born in Auckland.

1893/10405|Ducker  [lvy Myrtle  |Mary Ellen  |Ernest |
(NZ BDM Online)

Evidently within a couple of years Ernest had abandoned the marriage.
Under the headline “Mrs. E. Ducker in Distress” the Taranaki Herald reported that
Mary Ellen made an application to the Hospital and Charitable Aid Board:

Taranaki Herald 20" August 1895

HOSPITAL AND CHARITABLE | puyplicity such as this, in a local

Local Uas};‘:—r—}ﬂﬁnﬁ.ﬂ{}l&ckw wrote, | NEWSpaper, must have caused

asking for assistance for herself and child.| embarrassment to the Duckers.
Shei dwnuﬁat. p;eaa%i in a stats ths;t she
could not work.—The matter was_laft in| That the situation was allowed to occur
the hands of the Chairman.— Mrs Jeffrey - Ce :

who waited on the Board, was alsc: suggests a serious rift within the family.
granted relief.

Mary Ellen went back to Panmure (then on the outskirts of Auckland) which was the
home of her parents, the Rawlinsons.
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Janet Fleming has said that Mary Ellen (Nell) lived with her parents some of the time,
and that school records for Panmure School show that the daughter, Ivy Myrtle,
“came and went several times and it seemed mainly between Panmure and Sydney so
presumably to see her father...... Ivy Myrtle’s next of kin for school records was her
grandmother on several occasions.”

In 1903, when Ivy Myrtle was 10 years of age, things came to a head and Mary Ellen
went to Court seeking a divorce from Ernest.

Supreme Court Sessions.
Taranaki Herald, 3 March 1903

DIVORCE COURT.
Mary Ellen Ducker v. Ernest Duck-

[
er. "4 i . # R -

The case was reported at length.

In Mary Ellen’s evidence, Ernest had been a cooper when they were living in New
Plymouth. They did not get along very happily.

Evidently their domestic quarrels were over money, and the couple’s lack of a home
of their own. Mary Ellen was reported as stating that Ernest was under-age when they
were married,’® and they were living across the road from Ernest’s parents, in a home
provided for them in trust by the parents. (The newspaper article seems to suggest that
James Ducker was holding the title of the property “in trust” for his son Ernest
because he was under-age, but this is not correct and can not have been the reason.)
Whatever the reason, Mary Ellen when on to state that they were paying the interest
and most of Ernest’s money was going to the parents “making a difference to their
own home.”

This contentious issue had been made worse by the fact that when Mary Ellen wanted
the property to be put into Ernest’s name,® part of the property was then conveyed to
her brother John Rawlinson (who had married Ada Ducker) and eventually the rest
was sold to a stranger. It does seem that Mary Ellen was somewhat alienated from the
Ducker family, in fact in her evidence she stated as much. It is quite possible that
during these troubles, Ernest was “on the outer” with his parents too.

Ernest was unsettled at that time. In 1895 he had left Mary Ellen and gone to work in
Warea, a few miles away. By 1898 was in Australia. By 1902 he was back in
Taranaki working at Rohatu. Various attempts were made by Mary Ellen to get
money and support from Ernest, but in the words of her brother John “...after the
bickerings and long separation, he did not think his sister and her husband would live
happily together again for any length of time....”

Hawera & Normanby Star, 10 March 1903

In the Supreme Court, New Plymouth,
decrees nisi wers granted in the. divoree
pases Dueker v. Ducker (wife's petition)

15| think this is a mistake made by the reporter. Mary Ellen had already stated (correctly) that when
they were married Ernest was 21 and she was 20.
Mary Ellen may have stated that she was under age when they were married.

18 Perhaps the trigger for this conflict was Mary Ellen “coming of age” — not Ernest as reported.
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Taranakl HeraId 9 March 1903

Supreme court
DUFJK.ER V- DUCKER. -

Sathnday, - Maroh 7‘”——Befuxe ‘His
~__Homor, Justice E T. Conolly.

This was the petition of ll'ﬁi'y Ellen
Ducker for a ‘divorce. from FErnest
Ducker on the- -ground 7 6f idesertion ‘-

- Reapondent wag: not repreaented

Mr Samwuel, for the peéltioner de-
tailed the cases aud-called,-- 1+ =~

‘Mary Ellen Ducker, the petitioper,
-v;lm stated she- was married-to- “Eriest
Dacker on January..3, A892;-at -Néw
Plymouth; by Ardkdeacon Govett.. Her
busband’s age_them-rwas 21; :and she
was 20. Her Wushand was a: :éo0per:
They lived together.in New: "Plymouth

here was one .child;of the marriage,
a girl, Ivy Myrtle, mow. nearly .- 10.
years old, who was bhorn’ in-Aweklanl.
They did not gét on very ' -happily in
their’ mna-ned - Jife. He never comi
plained- of her ednduct‘ that' she wasg
aware of. They wa);e never jealous of
eaich -other. ., They ito have dom-
estic qna.rre'ls,,liuﬂ she did: not?

why. The quarrels .. were ovér- ﬂibme?’
‘and . property mostly He uged to-take
most of his 'money, . to his:parents, |
and'she saw, it . was making.a, differ- |

ence -to their ogvn home Jparents
lived across the road from them, He
wasg under age mhen they mnrned and

the; Royse. ‘they-.- lived -in belonged“d'ho
his father .in trust for him, ‘and :they
paid, ithe..interest.- ‘When, ke g:h.‘me of
'age she wanted . the p,ropautyknut i
his-mame, and . this caused_trouble.
"Part of the property was con‘voymi to,
her™ brather,. -who married, 4" Miss
Duckér. . The house and remlammg 4|
acres wm&laﬂgzwa.ﬂds— gold:to a stran-
gex and ghe had nc*home.. She, - did
'net get on.well. with" her Bushand’s °
relations in May ‘1895 her husband
went to work at Warea, between 20
‘and 30 miles from ’New ~Plymotith:

They parted .-good friends:: ' ‘The let!
Jters (put int. dated Mawi-’? Jame 8!
fand July. 12) were . w:ntten by her
h‘lmband ‘to her; - the firdt #rom Warea,
‘and the other two. from, Pihama. She.
ronly “récéive_ 81 from . lnm b‘ymonedet-*
ter. She aft»erw;rds tphpt. he
had gohe tp A;;stral‘ia She.took in
work . for a&° f:aw ni’on'ﬁha, a:dd themgot
a situation where she’ rem.amg;l for’
séveral years.  When- shg;i:eard he had
gone: away she 'wéht' ‘o the Court to
take out a ‘watrant, “Hut ‘they would
ipsae one for. New Zealam:l free ' of
cost;, -but wonkd’ 'noi “isstie. ‘ome - for
A.‘uBf.rulm uniess“ ‘shé “ipdid the ex-
penges: *She-k = her “pivl Avith- her
for.a few months; and then left hér |
with the: grandfaﬂ:ler Mr Duoker for'a’
time;} " then got ker Badk and had ~her |

‘and brother. -

since. Mrs “Bvett; " To¥ {+whom dhe.
worked;: ¥enk to A’l.(straha T30 e oA
ness .- muﬂd ‘hegr>:. child .- wnnt;‘WLt‘fx haii "‘
this 'was abiout -5 years :ago. She ré-
ceived-no  letter from her -Husband ‘£ilk
she wrote " “from Sydnéy ‘to him to°
support the- child.. He, was:in Queens-’
land. She recmvdd eight. letters (pro-.
duced)-.from .hmi. in 1809, each enclos-
ing.£1. > Bach: . letter .started, ‘Mrs
Dl:ckar,”':and é‘batali it eucl:osed« £}
for .the - -child, ‘and was signed “H..
Dlllcker. - (Hia Hohor..eaid-there, was
no word of Afectiondn ﬁmm, ‘an'd the
[etters were & ..queer. Jdot). -The last
letter was dated-in Augist: 1899 and
she had ncit hemtlahﬂrom Wm
Ng‘v@phgn » o
Zealand. to a:gtﬁer mogtﬁ in Aucﬂclnnd ;
Sche oame to. New Pl‘ymotﬂ‘h on’'a visit-
mqrp:ber and. was staying-
\v‘l' h 2 matned aleﬂser-‘ ‘She met her
husband:.in’ Queanslnnd\ where she:was
working.in.a’ clotﬂ:ingdaat,ory She’
met him and he- was surprised. - They:
spoke for about . five 'minutes but’
nothing pleasant was said. They ‘met
as she ; was coming ,. out of the p
office. | She asgked’ lnm if he proposed
doing any!.hlng “and he' replied no.’
The next tlmt; she Dz:&j?m ]wa; "in
New. Plymouth,, er last, on.
Chris fmas Eve mﬂnﬂl mf. Hia sald
he ‘had hepn hmck hﬂre aomet:i;me :md
was workin getting.dimy;
ber in; f ,,ha lux‘l 0o .h home, ]ﬁ*p‘-
was 'tauu-g ‘to - *'thé “gir] ‘mostly that
ayening. ZQIext ave.m.ngu » they -met..on.
the-beadh hnd - had ‘a long, talk., He
auked her to go homé to her mother
for six mcmt"hs and he' widuld “see wlmt
he could do in the way of making ' a
home for her, but she did mot’ behe*ve
he wag’sincere. She ' * thed” cunsvultdd
ber solicitor: - His-manner was' very
distant.: She /' was attv:‘sdd to take’
digorce praoemli‘nes ~Fétter - {pro-
driced) Was- reeeired ‘ftoin, him - n{ter-
the divorce writ was ls‘x‘ued' oS

The letter dtateﬂ WAt Gt was heﬂ:er
they: shdulﬂ}”'par't +gstheir natures-
were, not suited to- each™other. He nl-
o’ atated " that it ‘was“beétter ¢éf
ghould ‘rétain ‘dhavge "6f Ahe ‘girl. =~

By His- Honor :* She™ Was at pmsﬁtﬁ.
supfgortime herself and’child.

Jobn William - Ra-wlmson farmer.
“of petxtwner, gave! evi-
Aance- that after- the hidkerings. and
long separation.” he did;not.think his
gister -and. her:. h\}sbmﬂ would- li}ve
hnnmlv together again’ !01* nny Teng

f time! . v

]‘-ﬁs Honor' matle a decree misi, *wm‘th
costs, antl: dustody- of- the- ohild; Jealve
q—iu-sn to avply for the deoree ’tzp be
maide ab¥olute in: 'bﬁrl'e ‘months. -
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After the divorce, Mary Ellen Ducker married Charles Edward Smith.
The daughter Ivy Myrtle appears to have taken the name Smith.

SAMITIT —On MMay a0, 1952, at her molher’s

1estdence, a4, Kingsland MAvenue, after a
hingering Jlnr'-,%, Iny  Mustle, dearly lvy Myrtle (Ducker)

heloverl only daughier of Mis, Mary 13| (Smith) died in 1932
Sunth: ageill 9% years. " Gad our help in
aces past.” The fuue a1 wili leave the | Auckland Star
above address at 2 p.an, to-mortow {(Tues-| 30 May 1932,
day) fur Canmure Cemetelry.

The headstone in the Panmure cemetery has the date of Ivy Myrtle’s death incorrect.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

IVY MYRTLE CHARLES
DIED 31 MAY 1933 LOVED HUSBAND OF
AT REST Mary ELLEN Surmi
AL50 DIED 22 MAR 1944
MARY ELLEN SMITH AGED 77YEARS
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE

13 NOVEMBER 1947
AGED 76 YEARS
ABIDE WITH ME
(Photograph from Karen Erni)

Four years after the divorce from Mary Ellen Rawlinson,
Ernest Ducker re-married, to Lilia Croon.

Lilia Croon was a daughter of George Croon who had emigrated to New Zealand at
about the age of 11, with his father George Francis (Frank) Croon.

According to the1861 UK census George Croon was born in Cold Waltham, Sussex,
around 1854 and his father Geo. F. Croon (Frank Croon) was a “House Joiner.”

ﬁ;} - Z ~ N Leboliuie
cer (5 F- N b o

There is a younger brother, Francis C. Croon, and the mother’s name is Elizabeth.'’

We do not know what became of the younger brother, or Elizabeth.
The two George Croons (father and son) emigrated together on the ship Pegasus,
departing Gravesend on 22" Dec.1864 and arriving in Auckland on 28" Mar 1865.%8

The passenger list, second cabin
and steerage, includes:

Significantly, the list of
assisted passengers includes also:

George and Gemgo Croom,

Jare Boyd

17 George F. Croon (Frank) married Elizabeth Smith in 1853. Information from Karen Erni.
18 Details of voyage, and passenger list may be found in Daily Southern Cross, 29 March 1865
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George Croon the son was about 11 years old when he arrived in New Zealand, and
there is no record now of his first few years.

Gazarre~In & New Zealand Gazette is- However there must be an interesting

sued on Sept. 16, it is notificd that story to be found here, because it was

SR thought his father may have joined the
Enquiries

having been made at the Colonial Defence colonial forces, and enquiries
Office respecting George Croon, carpenter by regarding his wherabouts were made

trade, who emigrated o New Zealand abous | DY the Colonial Defence Office.

imo-years since, and is aupposed to have (In 1865 the war in the Waikato was

Joined the Colonial Forces, any person who :
can give any information respecting him i over, but the second Taranaki war had

tequested 10 communicate with that ofice, | CcOmmenced, and uprisings had also
broken out on the East Coast.)

Lyttelton Times, 19 September 1867

In fact, in October 1867 George (Frank) Croon was established in Opotiki.°

In 1870, the Daily Southern Cross, 19 March, reported intense fighting in the vicinity
of Opitiki, causing great fear to the residents, of an attack by the notorious Te Kooti.
Frank Croon’s property was adjacent to the garrison redoubt and a bank was knocked
down to make it part of a defensive line. These were interesting times.

George’s father, by now usually
known as Frank Croon, became
established and well-known as a
builder in Opotiki from at least 1867,
until his death in 1884.

Karen Erni writes: “Between 1867 and
1883 Frank Croon and Mary Jane
Boyd had eight children......”

There are numerous newspaper records of
Frank Croon, building contractor of
Opotiki, including reports of the tragic
deaths of two of his children

(one by drowning at age about 4 and the
other by “congestion of the brain” at 11),

AYSEEER  and of his own death in 1884,

(Image held by Whakatane Museum, copy from Terry Hollis)

Frank Croon and Mary Jane Boyd (nee Wilson) registered their marriage in 1881.

George Croon (jnr) married Elizabeth Wood in 1878 (NZ BDM Online)

| 1878/2553 | Elizabeth | Wood | George | Croon

The marriage was said to have been in Wanganui, and George Croon was reported in
the newspaper as a builder, working in Wanganui in 1880 and 1883.2°

By July 1883 George and Elizabeth Croon had moved from Wanganui to Opotiki
and George, now 30, became established there as a builder.?

19.30™ Oct 1867 a dispute in Opotiki involving Mr. Frank Croon (NZ Archives, Auck. ref R24121386)
20 \Wanganui Herald, 29 December 1880 and Wanganui Herald, 3 March 1883

Also George Croon, recorded as carpenter, Wanganui, in Electoral Roll 1880/81
21 Bay of Plenty Times , 26 July 1883,
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Perhaps it was to take over from his father, Frank.

(Frank Croon died in July the following year, “after a long illness.”)??

Recorded births of George and Elizabeth Croon NZ BDM Online
1880/18425 | Croon Elizabeth May | Elizabeth George
1882/6170 | Croon Frank Elizabeth George
1883/18180 | Croon Amy Elizabeth George
1885/10140 | Croon Lilia Elizabeth George
1891/13044 | Croon Harry Elizabeth George

(Harry Croon died in 1892, aged 8 months. Nz BDM Online)

In addition there were two more children whose births were not registered:
Alma born in 1887, and George born in 1889. (Information from Karen Erni)

In 1891, when Lilia Croon was 6 years old, her mother died.?®

George Croon re-married, to Alice Helen Bigg in 189224 NZ BDM Online
| 1892/2945 | Alice Helen | Bigg | George | Croon |

Lilia Croon thus grew up in Opotiki, the daughter of George Croon, builder,
and her step-mother Alice Helen (prev. Bigg.)®

Elizabeth Smithr— + —George F (Frank) Croon + HMary Jane Bovd
1853 1820 - 1884 1881] | (nee Wilson)
Francis C. Croon Emily Jane Annie Elizabeth
c. 1837- 1867 1369 1870
Elizabeth Wood || + |{George Croonf—| + [—|Alice Helen Bigg Frederick William Alfred Edward
1856 - 1891 1878| | c.1854-1931 | [182 nee Beaumont 1872-1882 1874-1877
Charles Valentine William Edward
— | | | | | 1875 1878 Albany 1883
Elizabeth May| [Frank | | Amy Alma| |George| |Harry
1880 1882 1883 1887 1889 1891
Lilia Croon + Ernest Ducker ] + || MaryEllen
1883-1993 1907 1870-1941 1302 | |Rawlinson  -1947

(Names and dates of children of Frank Croon and Mary Jane Boyd provided by Karen Erni)

Ernest Ducker, last reported in 1902 working in Rohatu, Taranaki, now appears on
the electoral roll in Opotiki, working as a sawmill hand. (Bay of Plenty Electorate 1905/06).

It may not be a coincidence that during this time Ernest’s newly-married brother
Frank Ducker also shifted to Opotiki, probably around 1904/05.

Frank had purchased an island in the nearby Ohiwa Harbour, but for the time being he
and his wife Lily were living near to Opotiki in the small settlement of Ohiwa.

22 Bay of Plenty Times, 12 June 1884, Page 3
23 Elizabeth Croon (nee Wood) b. 8 Dec 1856 Gloucester d. 12 Dec 1891. (Research of Terry Hollis.)
24 Alice Helen Bigg nee Beaumont marriage took place on 22 Dec 1892 (Research of Terry Hollis)
% In 1905 George Croon shifted to Te Puke (Bay of Plenty Times, 3 November 1905.)

He died in 1931, and Alice Helen died in 1946, both buried in Te Puke (Te Puke Cemetery record)
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Taranaki Herald,1 August 1907

ARRIVED. In August 1907 a Miss Croon arrived in

August 1.—Rotoiti, s.s., 1159 tons, S.’
Holford, from Onehunga. Passengers: New Plymouth, from Onehunga.

Misses Nurse Wright, Cleave, Nurse| Itisvery likely thisis Lilia Croon, who

Barnett, Topito, Curnow, Barnett, Mc-| had reason to travel to New Plymouth.
Gregor, Shick, Croon, Grant,:and Yon,!

Lilia Croon was about to be married.

She would have made a sea passage from Opotiki to Auckland’s east coast port,
travelled the short distance across to Onehunga on the west coast, then another
passage by sea from Onehunga to New Plymouth.

In 1907 Ernest Ducker married Lilia Croon. NZ BDM Online
‘ 1907/3598 | Lilia | Croon | Ernest | Ducker |

The wedding was on 14™ August, in New Plymouth at the home of Ernest’s parents
James and Eleanor Ducker.?

According to the 1911 electoral roll, Ernest and Lilia moved to a farm in Whangarei.
(Another 1911 electoral roll also records Lilia at Newall Road in Taranaki, where
Ernest’s brothers James jnr. and Alfred had established a sawmill.)

Ernest and Lilia then moved to the Hamilton district where they settled, raised a
family, and farmed for the rest of their lives, retiring in Claudlands.

Ernest and Lilia Ducker
(Photograph from Karen Erni)

Children of Ernest and Lilia
(Information from Karen Erni)

1. Dorothy Ducker
b. 11 Apr 1910
2. Elsie Ducker
b.24 Feb 1916
3. Allan Wright Ducker
b. 7 Nov 1917
4. Leslie Basham Ducker
b. 23 Jun 1919
5. Nancy Evelyn Ducker
b. 17 Apr 1923

Allan Wright Ducker
drowned, Greymouth
29 July 1946

body never found.

(Information from Karen Erni,
whose grandmother was Dorothy,
the eldest of the above Ducker
children.)

26 This information from Karen Erni. It is interesting that James and Eleanor hosted the wedding,
suggesting that Ernest was no longer “on the outer” with his family, if indeed he ever had been.
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Electoral roll

1896 Ernest Ducker Frankley Rd cooper

1896 Nellie Ducker Frankley Rd married
| 1900 Ernest Ducker Frankley Rd cooper |
| 1905 Ernest Ducker Opotiki sawmill hand |

1911 Ernest Ducker Whangarei farmer

1911 Lilia Ducker Whangarei married

1911 Lilia Ducker Newall Rd married

1914 Ernest Ducker Dawson St Hamilton farmer

1914 Lilia Ducker Dawson St Hamilton married

1919 Ernest Ducker Ohaupo Rd Hamilton farmer

1919 Lilia Ducker Ohaupo Rd Hamilton married

1928 Ernest Ducker Tramway Rd Claudlands farmer

1928 Lilia Ducker Tramway Rd Claudlands married
| 1935 Ernest Ducker Tramway Rd Claudlands farmer |
| 1938 Ernest Ducker Tramway Rd Claudlands farmer |
Lilia Ducker (nee Croon) died in 1933 (NZ BDM Online)
11933/5805 |Ducker |Lilia la6Y |
Ernest Ducker died eight years later. (NZ BDM Online)
11941/26903 |Ducker  |[Ernest [i% |

New Zealand Herald, 18 October 1941

DUCKER—On October 17, at Hamilton) (S0 e B o
Froest, loved husband "of the late  Liliap “ro =5 o oo
Ducker, of Puketaha: aged 71 years, Funcral| PUrec a Ramiion =as
Baves ’Scrimihﬂﬂ"ﬁ Chapel to-day (ba}ur- Cemetery.‘l‘\lomscrle’tlon
day). at 1.30 p.m., for the Hamilton East except for “Mother.

CROON Alice Helen 18 Feb 1945 | Te Puke Cemetery records.
CROOMN George 12 Mar 1931

An afterthought.... Looking at the electoral rolls leaves one with a faint impression that at
two key points in the life of Ernest Ducker, his brother Frank was residing in the background.

Ada married John Rawlinson in 1891, and Ernest married Mary Ellen Rawlinson in 1892.
How did the Rawlinsons of Panmure become known to the Duckers of New Plymouth?
The Rawlinson brothers were said to have worked for Ireland’s Tannery in Panmure.
Indeed James Rawlinson is on the 1896 electoral roll for Panmure, occupation “tanner.”
Frank Ducker was also registered on the 1896 electoral roll, Panmure, “beamsman.”
(Beamsman is an occupation associated with the leather industry.)

Then in 1905 Frank and Ernest were registered together on the Opotiki electoral roll.
Opotiki was the home of the Croons. In 1907 Ernest Ducker married Lilia Croon.

Perhaps these two rather different, but both restless Ducker brothers had some long ago
forgotten influence on each other’s early lives.
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Frank Ducker

Frank was born in Haxey on 21 August 1872
and baptised 18" September 1872 at the Westwoodside Wesleyan Chapel
(Combined Isle of Axholme Methodist Baptisms 1/10/2002 Axholme FHS)

Just 8 years old when the family emigrated, Frank grew up on the Frankley Road farm.

The first recorded example of a public performance from Frank Ducker was at the age
of 17 when he gave a recitation at the Westown Band of Hope meeting.
(Taranaki Herald 12" October 1889.)

From this time on, for the next decade and a half, there were to be regular musical
performances, often referring to “Ducker”, “Mr. Ducker”, “Messrs. Ducker”, “Ducker
Bros” etc. both in singing, and in a variety of musical instruments, as the Ducker
family were all musically talented. Undoubtedly Frank would have featured in many
of these news articles, but unfortunately the individual Ducker musicians seem to be
too numerous, so that Frank is often not referred to by name.

Taranaki Herald 12" Dec 1893

Mr I . .
o ) : | In 1893 a Gymnastic carnival
Ducker secred &n  encore for the was staged at the Alexander

gong, “ Driok up DBoys,” and 1%?!}5011}1_@&. Hall. In addition to the
- gymnastic performances, a
Mr I'. Ducker scored an encore| Oreatvariety of otherI
for the double dummy character song,| Sntertainmentswasalso
«Silly Billv.’ i b ol ] | presented.
ily Lilly,” 1 wheli he puzzled the
sonted was the dummy and which was the| newspaper report. In each case

mﬂl!. ) In rEBpUUEﬁ toan encore he Z4VO ul| anencore was requested.
additionnl topical verse,

In 1894 the New Zealand Herald (8" May) reported a Ducker performance in
Auckland, in this case a recitation, and this is certain to have been Frank.

Likewise, the Ducker reported as giving a song at the Mt. Eden Literary and Debating
Society concert is certainly Frank. (Auckland Star 3@ Nov 1898.)

Frank was frequently in Auckland in the late 1890s, and it was probably also at this
time that he was making regular trips to Sydney on passenger ships, and performing
as a vaudeville artist, as recorded by his son Leo (see Appendix: Leo Ducker Memoirs.)?’

It was during this period that Frank met another performer, with the exotic name of
Lily Antigone Eyes.

2" In the 1896 and 1900 electoral rolls Frank persisted in registering himself as “beamsman” and
“currier”, both occupations associated with the leather industry.

Frank never registered himself as actor or entertainer.

However no anecdotes seem to have survived regarding Frank and the leather industry at the turn of the
century. All that seems to be remembered from that time is his brief career as an entertainer.
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Amos and Sarah Eyes

The parents of Lily Eyes were from Cheshire, emigrating in November 1863, and
arriving in Auckland, on the ship Golden Castle on 5" March 1864.2

Amos Eyes’ parents were Thomas Eyes (1813-1887) and Lois Lightfoot (1804-1881)?°
Amos had worked for the Railways in Wolverhampton, where he met Sarah Ward,*
and they were married in 1862. Two years later they joined an emigration society
under the auspices of the Church of England.

Amos, Sarah and 7 month old baby Charles (born May 1863) were part of a group of
who were selected for a “Special Settlement” planned at Pakiri.

The first electoral roll record of Amos Eyes in New Zealand is in 1870 when he
appears in Newton, Auckland. His occupation is station master.

After arriving in New Zealand Amos and Sarah Eyes recorded the births of the
following six more children:
Births (BDM online)

1867/11818 Eyes Amos John Thomas Sarah Amos
1869/12476  Eyes Minnie Sarah Amos
1872/16185 Eyes Joseph Edward Sarah Amos
1877/558 Eyes Lily Antigone Sarah Amos
1880/9301 Eyes Lois Mabel Sarah Amos
1882/5749 Eyes Daisy Effie Sarah Amos

In addition, Amy Caduceus Eyes was born at sea in 1871 during the return voyage
from a brief return to England during 1970/71. The ship’s name was Caduceus.

Minnie died after 16 days, and Joseph Edward died at the age of three.!

The next record we have of Lily Eyes is a newspaper report of Lily winning a
certificate of merit as a result of examinations in Agricultural Science among pupils
attending Auckland schools.

Tuz result of the recent examinations in

mimm mﬂ' ﬂl! “pih lttﬂl.d- ew Zealan era
o the public schools inngthu gokland dis- | 015 1g0r
Efctm sabmitted to the Board of Educa-

tion at its wecting yesterday. =~

BTAXDARD V. — FPrizoa: — Avondals:
Edward Buast. Mount Eden: Annie
Jane. Certificates -— Avondale: Arthur
Haslom, Eva Qittos, Maurios Priestley,
Charles Parley, Lily Eyes. Meroer; Henry

Lily Eyes became a school teacher and there is a record of her registration in the New
Zealand Gazette in 1896 and 1897.

28 Newspaper article entitled “SPECIAL SETTLEMENT EMIGRANTS”
New Zealander, 9 February 1864
29 Genealogical details from records sourced via Ancestry.com
30 Later the names “Ward” and “Lois” were given to the first two of Lily Antigone Eyes’ children.
Lily’s mother’s surname was Ward.
Lily’s grandmother and great grandmother were both named Lois.
31 Information from NZ BDM Online.
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Frank Ducker (26) Married Lily Antigone Eyes, (21) in Papakura, in 1898

Auckland Star 22 December 1898

Marriages e
*ER—“EYES-—OH December 2L L
Eglfijn%t Church, Papakura, by the ;ﬂgf
0. R. Hewlett, Frank, second son ot Mr
TJames Ducker, Frankley Road, I\e?l
Plymouth, to Lily Antigone, secon
daughter of Mr Amos Ewves, station-
master, Avondale, Auckland.

The new Mr. and Mrs. Ducker must have departed for New Plymouth the same day.
(Or, maybe it was Frank’s parents returning home.)

Auckland Star, December 1898
DIEPARTURILE

Ciadrloch, #.8., W. F. Norbury, for New
Plymouth., Iassengers: Ducker (2),

Frank and Lily must have made a handsome pair.

Lily Antigone Eyes

Frank Ducker

(Photographs from the collection of Ron Henderson, a grandson of Frank Ducker)
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/ ﬁ—iw 75!' iy e Sektirnd.

(Photograph from theicollection of Lee Farrow, a granddaughter of Frank Ducker)

e
e

After her marriage, in the years 1899 — 1903, Lily Ducker maintained her registration
as a teacher, as recorded in the New Zealand Gazette, as “Miss Lily Eyes.”?

32 Janet Feming has pointed out this was not unusual. In those days, as a married woman Lily
would have lost her registration and not been able to teach.
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In his memoir (see Appendix “Early Days of Ohiwa”) Leo Ducker records that Frank
had gone to Australia and joined a Vaudeville company (J.C. Williamson) and
became their leading comic singer, and that it was during his singing career that Frank
met Lily (ie in the late 1890’s).

Frank Ducker’s name appears on two electoral rolls in 1896.

He was registered at Frankley Rd., New Plymouth, occupation “carrier.
On another roll in 1896, indicating he was also based in Auckland during this period:
he was registered at Panmure, occupation “beamsman.”*

5333

Frank and Lily were married in Dec. 1898 at Papakura where Lily’s father had been
railway stationmaster.® The Eyes family probably still retained a home and property
there, although there is a record of Lily attending school in Avondale, West Auckland,
in 1891%, and in 1898 Lily’s father was employed as stationmaster at Avondale.®’

Leo then records that at the time they were married (Dec. 1898) “Mother lived in
Papakura while my Dad was working as a steward on ships plying between Auckland
and Australian ports.” The record of the birth of their first child, Bradley Ward, and
a couple of other news clippings from 1899 and up to June 1900 indicate that Frank
and Lily had made their first home in Avondale. In 1900 the electoral roll records the
married couple Frank and Lily had registered in Avondale and Frank had again
recorded his occupation as “currier.”

Leo records that Lily then left Avondale and went to New Plymouth where the next
child, Olive Lois was born. Indeed, newspaper clippings from August 1900 onwards
show that Lily and Frank had moved back to New Plymouth and Frank was breeding
prize-winning birds and establishing the Egmont Poultry Farm. Evidently they were
living at Frankley Rd,® probably on the farm of Frank’s parents James and Eleanor.

In September 1902 Frank sold his Egmont Poultry farm and was appointed Manager
of the Eltham Co-operative Poultry Company. Frank and Lily then shifted to Eltham
and it was there that their next child, Ronald Dudley was born in 1903. (Leo Ducker
Memoirs.)

A legal document records that Frank and Lily now moved from Eltham to
Martinborough where they lived for a prief period.*

In 1904 Frank began advertising his poultry in the Auckland newspapers, and it may
have been at this time that the family moved to Opotiki in the Bay of Plenty.

Frank and Lily’s fourth child Cecil James was born there in 1905.

Leo recalls that Frank had obtained the lease of an island in the nearby Ohiwa
Harbour, but the family was at that time not able to take up occupancy.

The 1905 electoral roll records Frank (labourer) and Lily registered at Opotiki.

Also around this time Frank’s brother Ernest was working in Opotiki.

33 “carrier” probably meant to be “currier”

3 The occupations “beamsman” and “currier” are both associated with the manufacture of leather.
% Auckland Star 16 Aug. 1880 records Amos Eyes as stationmaster at Papakura

3% New Zealand Herald, 11 July 1891 records Lily representing Avondale School

37 Auckland Star, 22 Dec. 1898 records Amos Eyes as stationmaster at Avondale

38 Taranaki Herald 21 Mar. 1902 records “...Frank Ducker of the Frankley Road....”

39 Supreme Court papers 3™ Sept 1915 #885 Dissolution of Marriage. (collection of Jenni Barr.)
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The following news clippings cover this period from Avondale to Opotiki:

Frank and Lily in West Auckland

Frank and Lily Ducker registered to vote in Avondale in the 1900 electoral roll.
(Frank’s occupation at this time was given as “currier”.)

Their first child was born in 1899.

NZ BDM Online

| 1899/1102 | Ducker | Bradley Ward

‘Lily Antigove ‘Frank ‘

Auckland Star 3 August 1899,

DUCKLR - On Jul:.' ““r{]
Avondale,
Ducker,

dmng

of a son
T‘.f“l.ﬂ

e

at her residence,
Auncklanug, tlle wife of Frank
(premature),

Both

—

Concert at Avondale in connection with Avondale Presbyterian Church
Auckland Star 20 September 1899 and NZ Herald 21 September 1899

a very
rong, comic, by Mr. Ducker

Iar itm with uld and young;

1
3 SUCCOM 25 ever; piano wilo, }Jnﬂod"m
waa very pleasing; soug, A l{mulnl.m

Concert at New Lynn
Auckland Star 27 September 1899

A very sueeessful eoncert and dance
in ald of the Piane Pund was held at
New Lynn on Empt-;mhm- 2end, and was
well atlended. The Ollomug Em-
grammo was admirably rendere
Piannforte  duet, Misses Ilepburns

peanie song, Mr May; song, Mrs llep-
lurn; song, Mr Ducker; song, s
Cartw rlp,ht skipping rope dance, Mr
Tohnson; song, Mr Fuairwether; song,
Miss Wilson (encored): song, Mr Al
Bollard; song, Miss DBrassey; song,

Concert at Avondale in connection with St. Jude’s Church

Auckland Star, 7 November 1899

On Thursday evening to a crowded
audience a concert and comedietta of
a most perfect and original kind were
given in the Avondale Hall by the
Dramatie Club, and .the proceeds
most kindly t.e'ndcreﬂ towards the
debt on 8. Jude’s Church. The vari-
ous items were admirably sustained

by Mesdames J. R.. Simpson and
Ducker, the Misses M. Tatton, Bluck
and Binsted, A. Bollard, B. DBellard;
also Messrs Bluck, A. Boll:i,rﬂ, Duc-
ker, Binsted, Ingram, A. Tatton and
H. Bollard. The whole entertainment
gave satisfaction and was one of the
best ever given in Avondale,

At the Avondale Waikumete Show: Mrs Ducker, 15t Best dressed shirt.

Auckland Star, 5 March 1900

ed shirt:

handkerchief: Mrs C. Best. Best dress-
Mrs Ducker 1,

Miss C. Me-

Avondale Literary Society
Auckland Star, 25 June 1900

On Friday the Indy memhers of {he
Avondale  Literary qomﬂ‘r? gpave an
cvening’s enderiainment in the Avon-
lale Pubific Hall before a large and ap-
preciative audience. A miseellanecous
prooramme was presented ag follows:
Pianoforte duet, Misses Perry: sone
Mivs Durker; voeal dued,
nnd Miss Harper:s children's ehore:

Lulﬂmg, Miss Read; voeal duet, Misses
Tatton: 1ableaun. “'l e Seasnne™s o
citation, Miss A. Mmgram: dance of the
twentieth century., juvenile members;
pianoforte duef, Misees Norwood and
Robertson (2), vacal mml er-"ma Bav-
ker; song, ‘LIH Walker:

: ‘kIm Daml-.m' Y-
eal trin, “l% DI1L|\.I'I [and Misses Tar-
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Frank and Lily Move back to Taranaki and Frank creates a poultry business.

Poultry: Frank Ducker
Taranaki Herald, 3 August 1900

At 2.30 o'clock this (Friday) afternoon
the annual show held by the Taranaki
Poultry, Pigeon, and Canary Society, was
openad 1 the Theatre Royal, and will b2
continued to-morrow (Saturday).

Game
Indian, cock: J. T. Sinclair, 1; F.
Ducker, 2. Hen: W. Beals, 1 and special;

J. T. Sinclair, 2; W. Ambury, 3. Pullet:
W. Ambury, 1 and special; J. T. Sinclair,

Taranaki Poultry Pigeon and Canary Society

Taranaki Daily News, 4 August 1900

ORPINGTONS,

Black, single-comb, cock : F., Good
acre, 1st and special; W, F. Way, 2nd
C‘nul{er_elf F. Ducker, 1st; F., Good

Goldfinch : J. Ducker, 1at,

ANDALUSIAYS,
Cock: W. Hal', 1st and spocial.
Cockerel: W. Beals, lo.b, lgt; F.
Ducker, 2ud ; W. Hall, 3rd, Pullet:
Wi, Hail, 1st and 2nd,
cANARIES, J. Ducker, cock, 1st

Poultry
Taranaki Herald, 15 November 1900

At the adjourned annual meeting of
the Taranaki Poultry Association on
Wednesday night, the following officers
were eleeted :—President. Mr S. Oliver;
T'ice-Presidents, Messrs Dixon, F. Good-

acre, E. M. Smith, T. Havwood. W. Am-
bury, R. Cock, D. McKinnon Bain,
Ducker, A. H. Martin, A.G. Bishop, J.

—Fox | Okato), (. Poxt (Lepperton),’.&.
C. Johnstone, W. McEwen, W. Hall

Taranaki Agricultural Society
Taranaki Herald, 29 November 1900

The New Plymouth Co - oporrtive
Society had on view the De Laval and
Turbine soparators, Miss Retford sewing
and washing machines, Mr D.'McKinnon
Buin, of the Colowsial Piano Importin
Company, a number of first-clvas wmusica
tnatrumients, Messrs Kempthorne, Pros-

Ducker ((.lf the Egmont Poultry Farm)

mroxhibition of poultry, Mr Maynard
Ramson a quantity of stylish andservice.
able harness, and Mr Wilkinson
(LEltham) a reaper and binder and mow-
tog machine.

Egmont Poultry Farm
Taranaki Daily News, 1 December 1900

ngents, Thore was also a smull ¢l
lection of poultry exhibit
Ducker, of the Kgmout Poultry Farm,

and celebrated for the exceliense of his
Orpingtons (bufl ard black), as well as
Indian Game fowls,

Taranaki Poultry Pigeon and Canary Society

Taranaki Herald, 3 June 1901

Indian Game: Cock, F. Ducker, 1;
Buf siongle comb cockerel: F. Ducker,

F. Ducker (11 months), 3;
Brown pullet: F, Ducker (9 mcnths),

MINORCAS.

TABLE POULTRY,. :
Indian Game, pure or cross E’ucke&'el :
McEwea Bros, 1 and special; F. Ducker,
2and 3. . . o
GIFT CLASSES.

Hen or paflet : F. Ducker, 1;,
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Boer War 7t Contingent Vacancies
Taranaki Herald, 7 January 1902

LOCAL-QUOTA. |
he local Recruiting Board. I'ns
picked the following men from *j.om
to select the 10 required from this
district to fill wvacancies w tle
Seventh Contingent :—P. .AMackay,

T. Stockv ¢ll, L. Ramsay (Miinicst.),
(C, Hill, Geo. Templeton, W. G.
Beckett, |Frank Ducker, | J. Wearoe
P. -Hendry, F. Breanan, J'. ‘@}.- Co-
burn, George I’u(il)l. Walter- Siggson
(New Plymouth),P. J. Fitugarald,

Taranaki Daily News, 7 January 1902

TIn connection with the men who arg
to be sent to Sou‘h Afriea from New
Zealand to fill vacapcies in the Sevanth,
Oontingent the local Recruiting Board
has selected twenty men from whom
the tem allotted to this district will be
choscn, The men are as follows : —P,
Mackay, 7.¢ Stockwell, L. Ramsey
(Midhirst); O. Hill, Geo. Templeton, W,
(3. Beckett, Frank Ducker, J, Wearne
[New Plymouth); P.J. Fitzzerald, P.
Dowaes, A, Simmang, D, Campb:ll, W,
Fleetwood (S-ratford); T, Viacens, W,
A. Lightfoot, G. Wilson (Inglewood);

W. N. Stoddart (Pungarehn); W, A,
Joombridge, H. Graham (Opunake);
E. C. King (Bell Block) ; L. Greenway
Egmont-road).

These men are requested to attend
it the Guards’ Club at 11 o'clock on
Thyraday morning. The riding tests
will take place in the afternoon, and
she final selection will be made on
Chursday night, The candidates should
‘ake note that they must provide their
rwn horses, The picked men will
eave New Plymouth for Wellington
m_Monday morning. |

Evidently Frank was not one of the ten men chosen to be sent to South Africa.

11 17 19 21 24 2 Feb Mar Apr May

Ducks and Fowls fur table purposes,
promptly attended to.—~P.0. Box 46.

OULTRY, — Mr F. DUCKER, Frankley
Road, has a ylentiful supply of Yourg

ers
8

Frank Ducker, Egmont Poultry Farm, imports pedigree Orpingtons

Taranaki Herald, 31 January 1902

- Mr F. Ducker, of the Egmonf*Poultry
Farm,New Plymouth, is a breeder of
Buff Orpington fowls. Not beiag satis-
fied with his Buffs which won first prize at
last New Plymouth show, he decided to
iry and improve his stock of thir most
popular ireed. He has just imported
from W. Cook and Fons, Kent, England,

» splendid trio of Orpingtons. The
cockerel is by far the- best bird Mr
Ducker has seen-of ihe breed in the
colonies, a beautiful deep, rich, clear buff
throughout. The two hens are a good
colour and far in advance of any yet seen
here. A trio of Houdans, also from Mr
Cook, have - given great satisfaction.

Taranaki Herald, 21 March 1902

Mr Ducker, of the Frankley Road, last
week forwarded 50 pairs of ducks to Wel-
lington through the Government Poultry

(rader, the price’ realised per pair being

43 6d net. A small percentage rejected
on account ef being under weight rea-
lised 3s 6d per piir. .

The Poultry, etc., Show.
Taranaki Herald, 19 July 1902 6 prizes

Hawera and West Coast Fanciers’ Association
Hawera & Normanby Star, 6 August 1902 5 prizes
News and Notes

Hawera & Normanby Star, 7 August 1902 8 prizes
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Frank Ducker appointed Manager of the Eltham Co-operative Poultry Company

Hawera & Normanby Star, 1 September 1902

ErrHam, September 1.
The first anoual meeting of the
Eltham Co-operative Poultry Company
was heid in the Town Hall on Saturday.
The statutory report was read and
adopted, and directors appointed for

the ensuing year. Mr Ducker, for.
merly of New Plymouth, was appointed
manager, and the work of erecting
poultry houses, ete., wi'l be com-
menced immediately.,

Frank Ducker appears as Don Albambra in the Opera “The Gondoliers”

Hawera & Normanby Star, 29 August 1902

“THE GONDOLLERS.”

A very euccessful performance of
Gilbert and Bullivan's pretty opera wae
iven. on Thursday sevening, at the

pera Houss, Iay the New Plymouth
Amateur Opers Club. The plece lends
itself to considerable spectacular display,
and it was well mounted. The music
was very well rendered, although one
or two of the choruses left a litile room
for improvement,  The principals
without exception were well conversant
with their parts. Mr John Ryan was
the Duke of Plaza Toro. His singing
was very good, snd his mcting ditto.
Mr Erank Ducker was Don Albambra
del Bolero, and his bye.play, acting,
and singing compared very favorably
with that of some professionals we
bave seen. His singing of '+ No
Shadow of Doubt Whatever” was a
good .effort, Mr Ernest Olarke
was cast as DLuiz, aod did jus-
tice to the pact, his singing bei
excellent, The parts of Mareo an
(uiseppes were filled by Messrs J, H.,
Rowe and W, DPerry respec-
tively, and they were responsibls
for & good deal of the suocess
of the opera, both being good in dia
logue and both singing well. Mr A
Hawkins and Messrs R. and K. Me

Allum capably played small parts

Miss Hester Barr, as the Duchess o
Plaza Toro, was an able direetor o
the * lability company,” and earned fo:
herself a hearty eneore. As Casilda
Miss Kate Coonell oreated a ver)
favourable impression, Her singing
was first-class, her song in tho secont
act being particularly well sung, Viva
sious was Miss Alice Tesd aa%ianet.ts
and she showed a keen sympathy witk
the humour of the piece, acting and
singing with much spirit,  Similm
praise maYy be accorded Miss Pawson, in
the part of Tessa. Misses A. Irwin,
Miss I'. Perry, aod Miss D. MeAllum
were good in subsidiary parts. The
shorus was a strong one, and the
wchestra, led by Mr A. L. Cooke, was
sary good. The dancing was quite a
sature, and was admirably performed.
Me - Sld. Cottler acted as conductor.
Limelight effects, supplied by Mr A.
Jonroy, added to the prettiness of the
nany pretly scenes. The general
pinion was that the production
hroughout was & ecredit to the New
Jlymouth Society. We are glad to
ay they had a bumper house, and that
he audience were most enthusiastic in
heir applauce, and part of the evening
ver-exaoting in their recalls, but the
ompany were ever willing to accede,

A lengthy article and favourable review was given in:
New Zealand Illustrated Magazine, 1 October 1902

The Stage.
“OPERA NON VERBA.
By “RUSTICTIS ™

~ #the Inquisitor,
was excellently represented by Mr
F. Ducker.
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NEW PLYMOUTH.

Mr. Frank Ducker — “Don Alhambra del Bolero, the Grand Inquisitor”
(From the collection of Lee Farrow (nee Ducker).

This photograph also appeared in
New Zealand Illustrated Magazine, 1 October 1902
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Taranaki Herald, 6 September 1902

At the Mart, a large number of
fowls were sold. Mr Ducker’s stock
selling at from 2 6d to 8. Ordin
ary fowls 1s 10d to 2s 3d, ducks 2s

4d to 2s 6d, geese 49 2d. A quanti-
ty of furniture and sundries made
low rates.

Frank Ducker sells his poultry farm Taranaki Herald, 27 September 1902 repeat 9" Sept

EGMONT POULTRY FARM,

R F. DUCKER wishes to inform
4 the public that this up-to-date
Poultry Farm bas been purchased by Mr
A. H. MarTIN. The business will be
carried oo by him as a breeder of first-
class prize stock. He is prepared to
supply eygs from his splendid wtock at
reasonable prices. Eggs for batching:—

ladian Game, Blaek Langsbans, and Ply
wouth Recks, 108 per doz. ; Buff Orping
tons, Black Minorcus, siver W yandot.es,
and White Leghorns. Alwo, cggs {ron
Mr Ducker’s ﬁucks—-—Puro Aylesburys,
1t and special ; Buff Orpington Ducks,
1st, 2, and 1lst prize. All breeds of
Fancy Bigeons for sale,
A. H. MARTIN,
4746 *  Fraokley Road,

The Eltham Co-Operative Company

Hawera & Normanby Star, 1 October 1902

I see Mr Ducker, of Buff Orpington
fame, from New Plymouth, has been

appointed manager of the Elthom
Pouliry Company.

Taranaki Herald, 4 October 1902

Next comes the pen of Bulf orping-
tons. This popular breed is well-re-
presented. The cockerel is the biggest
bird of his breed in New Zealund, He
wag imported with two splendid Buff
hens.  Mr T, Ducker, of Egmont
Poullry TFarm, New Plymouth, getting
them direct from the celebrated Or-

f}ingtou breeder W. Cook, of Kent,
ngland.  Perfectly sound in colour
throughout when he arrvived fiom Fog-
land, he has develaped a Tittle white
at the base of his sickle feathers,
otherwise he is without hiemi-h. He
is the most even coloured dark Duff
amd has won wherever shown.

Frank and Lily now move from Eltham to Martinborough

(2) APIER his said merriage the Petitloner lived

end cohabited with his said wife at Avondale in New | EXUractirom Supreme Court Papers
Zealand for about one year at New Plymouth for about| dated 20" September 1915.

two years at Eltham for about one year at Martin-

borowgh for about one year and at Ohiwa aforesaid (Jenni Barr collection.)

and Opotlki for about 11 years and

In 1904 Frank Ducker began to advertise in Auckland Auckland Star, 11 June 1904

T ANTED, av Auckland Agent or Part-

ner to handle Consigoments of Poul-
try and Egps, for London and Locai Mar-
kets. I grow Poultry by hundreds. I oan
inrubate and rear successfully. £3 per
week salury awd no hard manual labour
attached—3 suitable perdon. fond“of Poul-
try. business like, energetic, apd a fair

scholar with net less than £250 capital
cau jJoin in a well established and pro
fitable business at onee. — For particulars,
apply by letter, to FRANK DUCKER
Auckland G.P 0. — Auckland firms wil-
ling to advance on shipmeuts of Frozen|
Toultry for Londen and & African Aar-
Xet«. dron we a card: I will call

Ducker’s Ducks New Zealand Herald, 13 June 1904

Poultry, ete

« TYUCKER'S DUCKS” will be exhibited at

DU Auckland Show, June 13: Champion
Pekin Ducks of New Zealand.—Frank s
Auckland P.Q.

UCKER'S WHITE VPLYMOUTH ROCKS,
Eplendd Expost Fowls eatly matar
x| 'owls, early mataring;
ple whlh,mmmut andynruﬂmuo. pare

If you are fond of Pamliry, here is 2 Chance
for you. FRANK DUCKER,

New Zealand Herald 17 June 1904

RANE DUCKER n:&t;d more Prixes for
Ducks than any er of dacks,
Ancklund Show. today. Eggs.

CKER'B Whitse Rocke, beauties—First,
un: . ﬂt!tll?tm an&ﬁ':':r“mﬁlr uwt;-
000N
mended Hens or Pullets, '
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The Move to Ohiwa
Some time around 1904/1905 “° Frank and Lily Ducker moved to the Bay of Plenty,
first to Opotiki, not far from what was then the coastal port of Ohiwa.

Location of Opotiki

Auckland and Ohiwa Harbour
o and Opotiki

in the Bay of Plenty.

There was a coastal
trade between
Ohiwa

Hamilton oTauranga  Harbour Ohiwa and
0 Auckland.

% Opotiki

Rotorua
O

Ohiwa Harbour as
fihakatane it is today.

‘Ohope
The site of the
original Ohiwa
Urstara (Duckers) settlement has

i ép Opotiki  disappeared
through erosion.

Waiatahi

Kutarere

Frank had taken up a long term lease on Uretara island in the Ohiwa Harbour, but was
unable to move there until around 1911 — 1912,

In the meantime the family lived in a “little unpainted house” not far from Ohiwa,
then later they moved to a shed on two acres of flat land in Ohiwa proper.**

Leo Alfred was born in 1906 and Clarence Edward (Clarry) was born in 1909.

Frank’s father James Ducker, and another builder called Took, travelled from New
Plymouth to build a house, store and post office, and some time in 1910 Frank was the
post master at Ohiwa, and also the small port’s stevedore.

The post office and store was run by Lily while Frank took care of the stevedore work.

40 The extract from the Supreme Court document on the previous page implies the move from
Martinborough to Ohiwa could have been some time around 1904.
(The document is dated Sept 1915 and refers to 11 years at Opotiki and Ohiwa.)
Also the Auckland advertisements in June 1904 for an agent, and the prizes taken at the
Auckland Show at that time, would appear to mark a move north from Martinborough.
By 1905 Frank and Lily were registered on the electoral roll as residing in Opotiki.
41 See the Appendix: “Early Days of Ohiwa” written by Leo Ducker and transcribed by Ron Henderson.
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Page 2 Advertisements Column 2
New Zealand Herald, 29 January 1910

i o T Pﬁll Itry, : etc pe t N Te i

"EGHORN  Cockerels,. Padman’s Brooks’,

.for sale.. Guaranteed from record- pen,
1538 eggs; 5s to 10s each, cash with .order.—
Frank Ducker, Postmaster, Ohiwa. = .

NORTH ISLAND EGG-LAYING COMPETITION.

Auckland Star, 9 May 1910

1024; J. Riley, Cambridge, white Leghorns,
1021; ¥. Ducker, Ohiwa, Bay of Plenty,
white Legharns, 1020; *“‘Waikato Independ-

HARBOUR FATALITY.
New Zealand Herald, 10 September 1910

not reached the settlement. M. Ducker,
postmaster at Chiwa, immediately left and
explored the river in the direction of
Uretara Island. / :

(This refers to the drowning of a Mr. Evans. Frank Ducker searching for the body.)

Poverty Bay Herald, 12 January 1911 Leo Ducker nearly downed®?
During the absence of Mr and Mrs

was on the wharf at the time. Hear-

Ducker on Sunday alterncon their five-
wear-old-son Leo fell off the wharf at
Ohiwa and would certainly have been
drowned but for thé prompt and plucky
act of Mr T. Morrison, of Opotiki, who

ing a splash, he looked to see' what caus-
ed it, and noticed a boy’s straw hat
come up. He dived at once, and rescu-
ed the,boy by swimming with him to
the shore.

Ducker's House,
Store and Post Office,
Directly above rowboat.

Chiwa

1906

The Ferry Hotel
is the long building.

From Leo Ducker’s Memoir (see appendix)

The date seems a little early.

42 Leo refers to this incident in his memoir of Ducker’s Island. See appendix.
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1912 was a turning point for the family.

In May 1912 the house and store/post office business was put up for sale.
New Zealand Herald, Volume XLIX, Issue 14995, 17 May 1912

| R

Hunu, h&l "&m hot

éé

From the advertisement we can infer that the store business was established around
1910, and so the buildings had probably been completed around then.

Evidently the building and business were not sold, and a few months later were

advertised again, this time for lease.
New Zealand Herald, Volume XLIX, Issue 15066, 8 August 1912

'[ OUSE, lis per week: general store, post
AL oflice, and telephone burenn, in rising]
township of Ohiwns, Bay of Plenty. House"
containa shop, post ofiiee, threa bedrcoms,
larre diningroom, pantry, bathroom, and
seallery: hot nmj eold wiater, wash-house,
all econveniences: splendid  position, elosn
to wharl. Five I.']IIH'I'IL'I'-:I(‘;I'{" sSecilons, pur-
chasing elause ziven if rvequired. Salary
afl post ollice £45 per annum.  Stock of
zeneral stores, hoots, cie., abont 260, nt
valugtion. 8Spleniid opening for family
man. Houze will be vacant lmmmlialelr
Wire or write for full particulars to the
Newport 8tore.—~F. Ducker, Postmaster,
Ohivwn. 1

(Years later Frank shifted the building to Opotiki.)
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The move from Ohiwa to “Ducker’s Island” (Uretara Island)

Some time in 1912 the family shifted to the island inside Ohiwa Harbour.

Living conditions were primitive and undoubtedly there must have been some
stressful times for the adults.*® Frank and Lily now had seven children: Brad, Olive,
Ron, Cecil, Leo, Clarry —and Norm. (Eric Norman had just been born in 1912.)

Frank and Lily argued and quarrelled a lot, and eventually Lily left, taking the
youngest child Norm with her.

The family broke up.

Their eldest daughter Olive went, or had had already gone to New Plymouth in the
care of Frank’s parents James and Eleanor. Ron Henderson recalls: “My Mum, Olive
Ducker, never lived with her mum and dad at Ohiwa. “No place for a girl” said her
dad. She stayed with her grandmother at Frankley Road, New Plymouth right up to
leaving High School.”

Other family members have related an anecdote that it was Olive’s grandparents,
James and Eleanor, disturbed at the knowledge that the growing up girl was running
around “barefoot”, who insisted on taking her back to New Plymouth. In fact it was
probably obvious to all that the girl could not stay in this rough, all male-environment.

Our first record of Olive at school in New Plymouth is in 1915. (See Appendix.)
Leo’s recollection is that she went back to New Plymouth with her grandfather.**
If that is so, it may well have been some time in 1910 as this seems most likely to
have been about the time when the buildings were completed.

Olive would then have been about 9 or 10.%°

However it also might have been in August 1912, perhaps at the time when Lily left.*
This record of a Miss Ducker and an adult female Ducker arriving in New Plymouth,
from Onehunga, probably refers to Olive and her mother or grandmother:

SHIPPING NEWS Taranaki Daily News, 10 August 1912

ARRIVED. : The only other “Miss” Ducker
Triday.—Rarawa, ss., 1072 tons, Nor- | thatthis could refer to is
bury, from Onchunga.  Passengers:— | Olive’s cousin lvy Myrtle, 18,

Misses Ducker, Harrison, Holder, ITogan | daughter of Ernest Ducker.
and Hayward, Mesdames Asheroft (2), _ _
Ducker, Cartehieon, Anderson, Race aund | Somehow this seems unlikely.

At this time Frank was also facing bankruptcy.

New Zealand Herald, 15 October 1912

Gazette Notice: Frank Ducker, storekeeper,
in bankruptcy 9" October 1912.

3 Leo describes the accommodation: “A lean-to hut with a dirt floor and two tents...” The boys slept in
the tents, Frank and Lily in the lean-to “..with a big open fire over which all our cooking was done...”
4 Leo in his memoir states: “My only sister Olive had gone back to New Plymouth with Granddad
Ducker for her schooling. She never came back to live in Ohiwa, only twice for holidays .....”

4 According to an article in Bay of Plenty Times Aug. 6! 1977 (Appendix) Olive left Ohiwa in 1911.
46 Lily had left before October 26 — see the following news clipping “Country Storekeeper’s Troubles”.
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By October 1912 Lily has left, taking Norm with her, Olive and Clarry are with the

grandparents in New Plymouth, Frank has resigned his stevedore job and he and the rest of

the boys are living on the island in a whare and a couple of tents.

Auckland Star, 26 October 1912

COUNTRY STOREXEEPER'S
TROUBLES.

Frank Ducker, of Ohiwa, storekeeper,
in s etatement forwarded to the Off-
cial Assignee shows unsecured creditors
£253 9/6, secured creditors £321 14/5,
less estimated wvalue of securities £2350.
leaving a surplus to contra £71 14/5,
other liambilities €30, total indebtedness
£625 3/11.  The assets are stock in
trade Ohiwa £280, book debts estimated
to prodiee £20, cash in hand £23, furni-
ture £15, total nssets £338, leaving a
deficiency of €287 3/11. The debtor
atates that in 1909 he was agent for the
Northern &8. Co. at Ohirwa at a salary
of 25/ per week, raised to 30/ a few
months later on.  He occasionally made
extra money by labouring on the wharf
&nd attending to beacons., He waa also
appointed postmaster and telephonist at
Ohiwa at £45 per apnum. He had a
wife and six children, the oldest being
11 years of age. His wife started store-
keeping in her own name, and he assist-
ed her in working the business, All
takings were booked, also any money
made in his own name. He wrote chequos
but his wife kept the books. A fair
business was done during 1910. On
October. 1911, he resigned his positior

October, 1911, he resigned his positior
with the Northern Co. and withdrew
from the business, paying off all nc-
counts with the money he had, He
had made £100 in cattle dealing. His
wife left the home, children and busi.
ness in July, 1912, and he took stepa to
wind up -affairs, selling the remaining
stock at invoice price. the proceeds, £36
11/9, being banked for the disposal of
the creditors. His wife had kept the
books and done all the business during
the past year. Being threatened in all
directions, he was obliged to file. WHe
did not know the whereabouts of his
wife. The cattle he had running would
hardly realise the prnice paid for them
owing to loss by death of a number. At
present he was jiving on an island in a
whare, and his children were sleeping in
a tent.  His only income was a few
shillings for eggs, and he was mailking
six cows lemt him by a neighbour. He
separated the milk and made a few
pounds of butter. He was obliged to
leave four boys aione on the island for
a week to attend thc meeting of credi
tors in Auckland. Apart from what
was secured. hts tota] possesaitona wonld
not realise £30 if put up to auction.

New Zealand Herald, 31 October 1912

A BANKRUPT'S TROUBLES,

-
LOW PRICESE FOR CATTLE.

A a»xerixg ot eredibors in the bankrupt
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Ducker, Frank. NZ Archives R23417378
This letter by Frank written to the Official Assignee gives some idea of the pressure
Frank was under during his bankruptcy, “.. one of the greatest trials I have been called
upon to bear..”, and his state of mind at the time. He blamed Lily for his debts.

Transcription:

Mr. Fisher

Official Assignee in Bankruptcy

Dear Sir

I thank you for your courtesy in assisting me through all the formalities of one of the greatest
trials | have been called upon to bear, barring my domestic trouble. In applying for my
discharge | have only this to say, to the Judge, | was not answerable for the debts contracted
by my wife, except as a matter of trust, as between partners. When she ceased to render me
any account of her doings financially or morally I was bound to go through. Since deserting
her business family and me on July 19" 1912 She has never written me. | have no idea where
she is or whether she is with the co-respondent or not. | have had to do the best I can for
myself and four children. For almost a year we have lived in a whare all the time my children
have been unable to attend school. My parents in New Plymouth kindly have kept two out of
the six children. I have been able to take no proceedings to obtain a divorce, & trust you will
consider I have done all | possibly could to meet the loss to creditors.

My father could ill afford the assistance he has given in the matter. If | ever get enough I shall
do my utmost to repay those who have lost money, though my prospects are not bright.
Yours sincerely  Frank Ducker.

Observer, 7 June 1913
IN B‘AN KRUPICY,

Ducker, Frank, of Ohiwa, Storekeep-
er, 1st and final, 58 104d in the £.
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Frank and the four remaining boys now subsisted on the island, while Frank grazed
cattle, farmed 100 ducks, sold eggs, and harvested potatoes, corn — and wild mussels
which they sent out by coastal boat by the sack full.

Life on the island with three brothers*’ was rich and exciting, as seen through the eyes
of the small boy Leo. Fish and shellfish were plentiful, the family grew their own
potatoes and corn - and of course there was always plenty of poultry.

The boys speared flounder for tea, boiled mussels in a kerosene tin, ate home baked
bread dripping with butter and honey taken from wild hives.

Frank petitioned for divorce in 1915, naming Walter Joseph Menges.

His plea included: “that in or about the month of December 1911 and in or about the
month of September 1912 and on divers occasions between these dates the
Petitioner’s said wife committed adultery with the abovenamed Co-Respondent
Walter Joseph Menges of Tauranga in New Zealand Seaman at Ohiwa aforesaid at
Palmerston North and at other places in New Zealand...”

(DUCKER Frank - Lily Antigone

New Zealand Herald, 22 November 1915

(R16697497) New Zealand Archives.)

Decree nisi granted November 1915

“LOVED ANOTHER MAN."

—

18 months lived with Menges at Palmer.
ston North under ancther E:sme. In Sep-
tamber, 1013, she wrote agking for for-

giveness, and petitioner d to ta

her bu:k_ Within a few ‘5:;':. lwwemk?
she again became rebellious. stating that
she had not come back to him for his

WIFE WHO WENT AWAY.
Frank Ducker asked for a divorce from

Lily Anti Duckes- on account of mis- own sake, but i i

\ 1 3 in arder to her children.
?mliiud with ‘llégter -l_o-q;:g Menges. Mr. 8he then left him nuin.gﬂlm: on ':I':e
l-’.mla'nnwl . KC., fwn.h im Mr. W, P. sued for a separation order, hut the
.le "aappe or the petitioner. magisirate diemiszed the case. Acain he.

. tok place at thn
in 1808, and the ¢ouple lived to r for
some years at Ohiwa, Bay of Plenty,
where co-respondent was in ¢ of &
ferry. Petitioner’s story was that in July,
1912, hisdwile told him' that she loved the
ro-responden}-—ahe could net  hel it.
fhorily afterwards she left him. anlzl for

took her hack in order that. as she was
a certificated tea: her, she might educats.
hir :::]dun. with l}muditi-m that shn
was {0 see N0 more of en-respondent.  But
in November. 1914, she left him ﬁnlll_\'.l

After forther evidence. Hix Houor
granted a decree nisi, with costs ngaimul
co-respondent.

Although Frank succeeded in portraying himself to the newspaper (and indeed to the
Court) as the injured party, it is likely that things were not quite as simple as that.
Legal papers relating to the divorce also record:

Postmaster and Telephonist, but since the ocombined positions

barely provided a living for himself and family, his wife

started storeikeeping in a small way,

5. THAT matters seem to have gone fairly well
during 1310, but early in 1911 domestic troubles arose
hetween hoshand and wife which resulted in October of that
year in Ducker's leaving the oonduct of the businsss wholly
to0 the Wife anrnd withdrawing from his homse,

Ducker, Frank. NZ Archives R23417378

47 Norm had gone with their mother Lily, and Clarry was for part of that time (“in the early days”) with
the Ducker grandparents in New Plymouth, along with his sister Olive. This leaves Brad, Ron, Cecil,
and Leo on the island with Frank. See Appendix “EARLY DAYS OF OHIWA” by Leo Ducker.
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After Lily left, Frank acquired a governess named Amy Grace Turner,
Amy Grace Turner also had a boy of her own, Douglas, who was three years old.
|1913/17371||Turner ||Doug|as Norman ||Amy Grace ||Father ‘s name NR |

In 1915 Frank joined the Army

The First World War had begun, and in 1915 Frank joined up.

His name appears on a list of men from No. 2 Group, 11" Reinforcements as
Private  Ducker, F., Ohiwa. (Ohinemuri Gazette 6" Dec 1915.)

Decree absolute was granted 28™ Feb 1916, Frank’s marriage to Lily now over.*8
Frank Ducker married Amy Grace Turner in Whakatane on 3@ March 1916.4°

Frank and Amy Grace Ducker (photograph from the collection of Leslie Ducker)

When army service required that Frank leave home, he would be able to leave his
boys (and Amy’s 3-year-old Douglas®) in the care of his new wife Amy Grace.

Evening Post, 17 March 1916 Pte. F. Ducker to be Corporal
The Tollowing temporary appointments Telephone Ixchange: Pte. F.

have been approved by the Camp Com-  Ducker to be corporal ; G Company, 11th
mandant ar TFeatherston - SR S =l

In October 1916 Sergeant Frank Ducker, Postmaster, Papawai Military Camp P.O. 5!
Taranaki Daily News, 5 October 1916

Sergeant Frank Dueker, a son of Mr, o private. After undergoing his infantry
James Ducker, of Frankley Road, New f{raining, he was fransferred to Head:
Plymouth, has been appointed post- quarters Staff at Featherston Military
master at the Papawai Military Camp Camp as corporal and sergeant in Head-
Post Office,  He enlisted and went into  quarters Telephone Exchange,
ctmp with the 11th Reinforcements as

48 Supreme Court papers #885 dated 28™ February 1916 relating to divorce. Collection of Jenni Barr.

4 Copy of marriage certificate Frank Ducker + Amy Grace Turner, District of Whakatane, #266

%0 Les Ducker recalls that Frank refused to formally adopt Douglas, causing furious arguments with
Amy. But Douglas went by the name Ducker anyway, and his children continued as Ducker.

51 A satellite of Featherston Military Training Camp, Papawai Military Camp was located near
Greytown.
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The following year (1917) Frank was sent overseas.

A Company

as both boy

Evening Post, 3 April 1917

P

24" Reinforcements.

(Photograph from collection of Ron Henderson)

Frank and Amy’s first child Neville Frank had
been born on April 3 1916.

Their next child Leslie Herbert was born on May
29" 1917, soon after Frank embarked for England.

Evidently Amy Grace must have temporarily
left Ohiwa and accompanied Frank while he
was doing his military training at Featherston,

s were born in nearby Greytown.

te. F. Ducker to be Lance-Corporal

"~ 24th Reinforcements,’
, A Cﬁmpﬂ.n\* To be ‘sergeant, Cpl. H.  'W.'L. Bullot] F. J. Graham ; t6 be lance-
R. Thayer; to be lance-sergeants, Cpls. corporals, Pt.ea G. A. Booth, H. J. T.
A, B. Nolan,-R. J, Thompson; to be OEbome, S.--Phillips, J. B.- Waremg, A,
corporals; L.-Cpls,. R. G..Wrightson, E. Stretton,” H. B Wright, F. Ducker. .
Service Form B
STnTEHENT of the ssmnmaa 0 o Teswl o - - Ne. 16620
i mhrmmﬂuns} ; . T
Raglmen( or Corps. - Pmmnr.tnns Roduc:ilms Casualties, &c | Rt.lﬂf i Dnts i 'Kuthuﬁ};}‘{{m Entiy\:
holcwo“‘a Hu0.5h  Trong %o w_lefaf16| " 158
ao. Pronoted o Corp |14/3/1f " A5 T
do 7 a0 Sexret| 12/4/16- 199 7
do Reverty $o Trph | 87 MM' W 4B @
4 Cow £4%h Dpang bo w o './n.[ T ©_459 F
“ Crorgtioc b ﬂﬂ(?{/j’/f,‘) M Fia
gﬁﬁﬁ @ggﬁ{iﬁ( Fnge roead tag 4wt Y trm Buttiy “le_ |63 Frppory 4l E-F 13
;o ag . P 1 marchest v e 24 e fto(1Quertay) - (1 S 1)
R oo hﬂmw#ﬂmﬁ«ra{%ﬁﬁé NG v et 4 W -
| Bn OucofCR qu/ (“hona 2. w550 | Prsiy Oratec 2p 70
. 1 ﬁ’mWé/ﬁ(//&’MfﬂmgéW P 2 O ¢ e F

(Document from the collection of Jenni Barr)

Frank embarked for England on 5" April 1917 and arrived on 12" June 1917.

Within a few months he was reported wounded.

ROLL OF HONOUR
Evening Post, 20 October 1917

Following o«

Ducker, I, 16620, A.LR. {Mrs A, G,
~ Ducker; Dhnva, w}

I{-epurtéd Wounded.
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Casualty Form

The first document tells us that:

Frank left for France on 6" July, arriving at Etaples on the 10" July 1917.

He was in the field on 5" August. On 9" September he was evacuated sick,
discharged on the 16™ September and rejoined his battalion on the same day, 1917.

The second document tells us Frank was wounded in action on 4" October 1917.
G.S.W. (Gun Shot Wound) Buttock & Scalp.

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 107


mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

Frank was wounded in action on 4" October 1917

A bullet creased his scalp, and he received a more serious injury to his left buttock.
The injury was serious enough to warrant transfer to England on 19" October.

On the 29" October he was seen at a military hospital on Kingsland Rd., London.
He was transferred to Walton on 7" December, and on the 21 December his wound
“G.S.W. L. Buttock” was deemed serious enough for him to be declared unfit for
further service.

On 2" February 1918 Frank embarked on the Maunganui, Liverpool, for return to
New Zealand. He was officially discharged on 6™ May 1918.

Evidently the wound continued to trouble him for some years, as Les Ducker recalls
that some time after 1927, after he returned from Fiji, Frank set off for California with
the intention of taking up an offered position to manage a ranch there.

He was briefly hospitalised en route, evidently because of his war wound, and as a
result lost the opportunity.

(Leslie Ducker interview October 2015)

Frank qualified for the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

- ;a.;’z:*’j

' Name ! 7

A afdress

4 e Fa fu‘éz&um xww mmw‘_ o ;u»,;{,;u;{ mm{ ¥/ 4;2, !
Periods of Sewice ' . Theatres of Operation. y
~ In New Zealand: yaars £ é”(d&ys i %sﬁrm&:&’s’i’ﬁﬂ“ '
.  Dgyphiamesss -
Overseas, .. vears. :5 " oy ;;8'5‘13 T i
. ' Dgyptiaadrtt® -
Total service ... K’ ya:?;s !’f’;‘}dags 1 Balis ,» o ' - ‘
Date commenced duty ! »-f v '2“ 413 | Western | f 4
7 , Europ_eaii:::j R

- Date figh }Qﬁ.schmgéd: & '5"’[ -
‘ 6T T

A .. e
Decorations: ... #q{'f?? I " TR T f: __F
Q4 . |BRITISH WAR MER:L ]
2 Ops. i"i-i--'ifi.;i%- | VIOTORY ‘MEDAL o |
4 The Iomgomg p&rnlculaﬂmmﬁggect o, - :
i Swﬂatwf "?Fﬁ‘i_ *H e
5 - N N

N.B. --tln not nmtt to adviss. this nffina of any future chunsa of address. _

(Document from the collection of Jenni Barr.)

Note the change of address, from Ducker’s Island: “The Island, Hiwirau PO, via Kutarere, Bay of
Plenty” to the farm at Woodlands, Opotiki: “Hukutaia Soldiers Settlement, Opotiki, Bay of Plenty.”
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Victory Medal

and

British War Medal
(multi coloured ribbon)

The inscriptions on

their rims read:

16620 PTE. F. DUCKER
N.Z.E.F.

(The medals are in
the possession of
Brian Ducker)

Frank and Amy had one more child, D’Arcy Clive Melville Ducker born in Feb 1919.
(There is an anecdote that D’ Arcy’s name was chosen to represent the military honour

that Frank reckoned he should have got when he was wounded: Ducker, D.C.M.)
(Leslie Ducker 2015)

Before returning home from the war, would Frank have taken the chance to visit his
ancestral home of Haxey?

He may have.

Janet Fleming (whose mother and Frank’s daughter Olive were friends) wrote:
“I understand at least Frank visited before he came home after WW1.
Cousin Ollie told me that.”

I put the same question to his son Leslie Ducker in 2015.
Les said that his father had never spoken to him about a visit to Haxey.

It had been Frank’s hope that on returning from the war he would be able to get the
freehold of Uretara Island.

Family history has it, however, that when he returned, the government had declared
the island to be a reserve (Memoirs of Leo Ducker. Appendix: “Early Days of Ohiwa”)

Then in August 1919, as a returned serviceman, Frank won a ballot and was assigned
a farm of 59 acres at Woodlands, Opotiki. (Hukutaia settlement)
He was lucky. There had been 45 applicants for the block Frank opted for.

The family now left the island.

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 109



mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

1919 Woodlands, Opotiki

Auckland Star, 1 August 1919

LAND FOR SOLDIERS.

TO-DAY'SE BALLOTS, "

— ;)
FOR HUEUTATA, WATARE, AND
NGAHINAPOURL,

THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES,

The remarkable demand which exisis
amongst returned soldiers for lani wsas
demonstrated this morning, when the
ballots were conducted by the South
Auckland Land Board for the sections
on the Hukutaia, Waiare and Ngahina-
pouri gettlements. The ballots were com:
menced ot 10 ) s.m., and the possages of
Government ¥hildings in the neighbour-
hood of the Land DBoard officer were
thronged *with applicants who assembled
from all parte of the North Island.

The ballot wae conducted by the Com-
miesioner of Crown Lands for the dis-
trict gnd Mr. Eadie, of the Returned
Soldiers’ Associntion Property Burean,
acted asg scrutineer.

The ballot resulted as Iollows:—

Section 10, 58 acres. 45 a.pphcants—l-"
Ducker, Uretara Isiand.

Frank built a cowshed, and they lived in that until the house at Ohiwa was shifted to
Opotiki. (The house built for them by Frank’s father, James) (Leo Ducker memoirs, Appendix)

New Zealand Herald, 25 November 1920

BUT:I‘ER-FAT_E{ISH). from
Netherland Princess IV.
Soldier settlers on Crown lands,

Lands write for particulars to

Jf sou are desirous of nbtmnmrr purebred
Friesian Bulis through the Commissioner of

FRANK DUCKER,
Dux Friesian Herd, Dpc}tliﬂ.

a& heifer —
Grandsons.
cut this out,

New Zealand Herald, 31 December 1920

tree kmown. Send for free i

—Frank Ducker, Opotiki.

ALBIZZI& Lopantha Se'eda, 4s 6d per 1b.,
posd; paid. Qu.lc est Lfr{rmn: shelter

strated leaflet.

Page 10 Advertisements Column 1
New Zealand Herald, 31 December 1920

Trees, Plants, Etc., For Sale.

ALBIZZIA Lopantha Seeds, 48 6d per I1b.,
pcat paid. Quickest growing shelier
ires known. Send for free illustrated leaflet.
—Frank TDhcker, Opotiki.

RETURNED_ BOLI_HER SEITLERS, |

Fvory Bﬂlu'er Setﬂer nerdmg ]m uddrm
will recaive valuable informstion, illustrated,
freo.  Quick-growing ehelter snd purehred,
hjghant'monucmz Dauy C.tle it

FE&HK ])UCKEH. ;

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 1 10



mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&cl=search&d=NZH19201231.2.96.1&srpos=95&e=15-03-1918-----10--91-byDA---0ducker--

There is no doubt Frank had a talent for breeding pedigree stock, not only birds but
also cattle. Within just a few years Frank built up a prize winning pedigree herd.
Les remembers a prominent sign on the farm gate “Dux Friesian Herd”

THE OPOTIKI SHOW.
New Zealand Herald, 24 February 1922

FINE DISPLAY OF OATTLE,

lsteins: In this section F..
chekdu:f re: 3531:4‘ getiler on the ‘Woudlnug

Settlement was awarded seven firsts 30

LAST YEAR'S ENTRIES DOULLED  perohimbionchips. (ol

In 1923 and 1924 at the Opotiki Show, not only Frank but also his son Ron
(R. D. Ducker) won prizes for pedigree cattle. Ron’s pedigree bull was called “Pieby”

OPOTIKI SHOW.
Auckland Star, 26 February 1923

OPOTIKI SHOw.

CATTLE elfer rank utker Jax Yonpg 2

Pedigree Friesians —Bull ealf  Tarkinzon "~' year-nid * Tas_ }rnung ]T Frauﬁk
Bros 1, Jas. Young 2, F Durher ) Ducker 2] Pen of two heifer calves, Ta

: rrank| Young 1. Pen of two yearlings: Jas. Young

Fearling®  Parkinson Rros L. 1, Pen of two tmno year-old beifers Jne
Ducker 2 and 3 Rull. two-gearold” Frafh | i, 2 1, Pen of twe cows: Jas Young )

Durker 1, R. D¢ Ducker 2. Rull, three- Pedigree Jersers—Bull calt- W G Reere

Helfer calf: Jas o

Yearling helfer
loung 2 Two year-old

. |Frank Dm"l:r

yvear ald and over® Parilnson Hroe T, T h
Ducker 2 Helfer calt _Jas  Youug .. }H J. hll'lgfr?rmt't %-:_:; ?.;:arliﬂnﬁ“ Jiw*ﬂ‘
Parkinson Broa 2, Yearling  MUOFTRY I, alc "% " Bros
helfer: Farkinson mr. % and 4 rear-old: J. G Morrav 1, looney ros
Two-rear-old heifer Parkipson Bras 1 and = 4. G, Murray 3. Bull tuhr-e-#-}'ear-q].d
2, |F. Dufl:fr 3.| Cow, three sears and J. Beaver 1, J. G Murray 2. Wl ("'m_'l;
over: mmaong Bros, 1 and 2. Fen of TWor 3 Helfer calf- W G Heece 1 and 2
two heifer « Young 1, Parkiuson Yearling helfer: J G, Murray 1. Two-year-

Bros 2. |Frank Ducker 3 Pen «of old heifer* W . Reere 1, 2, and 3. Cow.

two vearling helfers: Parkinsom Bros 1 and  three-Fear-old: W. G. Reece 1 and 3, Edwin
2. Pen of [g'rn two vear-old helfers Pairhn Reece ?, Pen of two helfer calves: W. G.
son Broa, 1. Jas. Young 2. Frank Ducher Reece 1 Pen of two two-Fear-old helfers

[&_Etn of two vows. Parkimeon Broa, 1, 'W. G Reece 1. Pen of two cows: W, .
Frank Nuecker 2 Reper 1

SHOW AT OPOTIKI.
New Zealand Herald, 3 March 1924

CA®TLE.
igres Holstejne, — Bull calf: Frank Hl s kinees Broar h’ii’%’%%

cker. 1; P %tm.,s. Parkinson Bros.. d heifers: Parkinson Bruo:

Year] w3 Teats wnd over: Brask Dum)

J'. Ynun: 2.
Hol ~Heifer
heifer:

wd over: 3. Tour
2, Pen of 'two xelgl

o2 3. "Youns, 1: [Frauk D

Frank’s son Leslie Ducker has written a delightful memoir, commencing with his
childhood at Woodlands, where the family was now farming “in a lovely quiet
countryside of rolling green pastures, happily enjoying a modest prosperity....”

...and he recounts Frank’s restlessness and desire to move his pedigree herd to a new

place he had discovered on the tropical island of Viti Levu.
(See Appendix “Tales of Fiji” for the full text of Leslie Ducker’s memoir.)
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In 1924 Frank sold the farm at Woodlands and shifted the family to Fiji.

Like Leo’s memoir of Ohiwa, Leslie Ducker has written of this time from the point of
view of the small boy and he describes the joys and excitement of living on an exotic
island. We can only speculate now on the financial burden this must have imposed on

the family, the emotional cost of breaking the family yet again, as Leslie’s mother
Amy Grace refused to live in Fiji and would not join Frank and the boys there until
about two years later. The boys were then separated from her again by being sent to
boarding school in Suva, a move which must have delivered the final blow to the

dwindling Ducker finances.

FRIESIAN ASSOCIATION. Auckland Star, 27 August 1925

MEETING OF N.Z. COUNCIL. Mr. F. Ducker's application to register

DELEG . - . Fljl-l)orn_xledigree Friesians was deciined,
JEGATES TFIOLLLY as the New Zealand Friesian Association

ENXNTERTAINED controlled only New Zealand animals

New Zealand Herald, 28 February 1927

mil

"6 rooms; rent £30° year]

Wakefield 8t., near’

1JI.—Dairy Farm fo lease, suifable ciiy
1 k supply, ;pntlltrjsl".: éigducren; Hbouse,
"0 miles from Suva.— 1‘rlu:til:i: 0
ow all,

motor road;
Dycker, 12,

It had been an exciting time for he boys, but when the family returned to New
Zealand in 1927 Frank now had no farm, he had lost his pedigree herd, his second
marriage was on the rocks, and he had just £11.0.0 in his pocket.

Frank now had to take whatever work he could find.

It was 1930, the time of the Great Depression which was starting to deeply affect the
New Zealand economy. Up to 30% of the work force was unemployed.
Frank Ducker was 58, moving from job to job and unable to support the family.

Amy petitioned for divorce.

Auckland Star, 21 August 1930

CHILDREN LEFT STARVING,

educed to a slate of destitution by
the desertion of her husband, Frank
Thucker, Amy Groaes Dueker [(Ar. Stead-
man) was granted a decree. They were
married in March, 1916, and there were
three children. The parties had lived in
varipus parts of the North Island and
in - Tiji. o

When, they were living in Ifiji in 1926,
suidl  petibioner, her hushand became
abusive townrdes lier, amd alleged ihat
she stole the menls that she scrved to
him.  Fle repeatedly suggested that she
should go out to work. He sail he had
three olher women he could marry 1T
only he could get 1id of her. When
later they came to Auckland, he eon-

maointenance and guardianship order vy
the Magistrate's Court, but mot =«
separation oxder as the magistrate had
thought that that might affect her hus-
band’s mental condition. Sle did nat,
however, seturn to him, as he did not
geem {uite sann al times.

Mr., Steadman qnoted an extract of a
letter from respondent: “God help me
if over I have to live with yon agau,
ns evidence of vespondent's attitude
tewards his wife. ] -

“Petitioner has been degtitute Tor :rhe
past threo years. I had to take her
children on oreasions because they weve
starving,” said A woman called  to

substantinte petitioner’s slory.

tinued to ill-trent her, and on, occasions \lr, Justice Herdman granted the
locked her ount. Replying to a sugges- 0 0.

tion that she bad deserted her husbaud,

she said that she had been granted a

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 112



mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&cl=search&d=AS19250827.2.91&srpos=150&e=15-03-1918-----10--141-byDA---0ducker--

New Zealand Herald, 22 August 1930

STORIES OF UNHAFPINESS.

A story of ill-treatment by her hns-
band was told by Amy Grace Duckor (Mr.
Stendman), who petitioned for diverce
from Frank Ducker, to whom she was mar-
ried in Mareh, 1916,

Tlhe petitioner stated that when they
were living in Fiji toward the end of
19760 and (ha beginning of 1927 her hus-
band was continually almsing her. He
would not pay bills and she had to obtain
goods en credit. On that account he
never sat dowo to a meal without accusing
her of having stolen the food. e re-
peatedly suggested that she should go out
and’ work and keep herself and the chil-
dren.  He told her there were three other
women prepared to marry him if only he
could get rid of her. When thoy re.
turned to Auckland they were Irequently
turned out of houses becaunso he would

Liehd, and said he would make me go
queer, so that he conld have me put in
s mental hospital.  Ie putb us all out in
the street one eveniug. -
Petitioner said her husband had per-
guaded her to go to him to & place near
Thames, Afterwards, while staying with
relations at Punsonby, she received a lotter
{rom her husband accusing her of deserting
tha homo and asking her to return. She
did not think this was a genuine offer of
reconciliation.

The magistrate gave her a maintenance
order for £1 a week, and the guardian-
ship of the children. Her husband did
not seem quite right at times, and she was
afraid of him. In one letter he expressed
hid determination never to live with her
Bgain,

Evidence that the petitioner had been
left destitute, with her children starving,

not pay the rent,
fiPut Us in the Street.”

His Ionor: Did he ever striko you!
Potitioner: Yes, ho struck me ou the

was given by 8 friend with whom she had
stayed in Ponsonby.

‘His Honor gianted the decree nisi, and
ordered the husband to pay costs.

The above articles speak of poverty at this time, and also hint at the mental stress
which seemed to be affecting Frank’s behaviour.

Here is what Les recalls in 2015 of those days now so long ago:

“My mother went over (to Fiji) two years later. That marriage lasted until 1927 — it
wasn’t a goer in the first place | believe he was chased out by his creditors, because
within 2 years, he wanted to go back. He was going on about another island in Fiji
where he’d been put ashore when he first went over there. And he said its a beautiful
bit of land, not occupied, and well watered, all the rest of it and he talked about it>
then a little while after that he latched on to a lady who was high up in education in
the United States. I don’t know how he got in touch with her, but she had a ranch in
California and she offered Frank Ducker the management of the Ranch.

He went over there while all this business was still going on apres Fiji, they were
suing him and all that, and he was going to take the management of this ranch over in
California. But his war wounds interrupted that because he had to go to the hospital en
route (must have been on his way there because he never mentioned Loss Angeles)
and he was in hospital so long that he missed out on his right for entry into the United
States. He lost his job before he got it.” >3

52 Evidently Frank did make a trip back to Fiji in October 1929 — he is on the passenger list of the
Tofua bound for Suva in Shipping News Auckland Star, 5 October 1929

%3 Press, 25 February 1930. Frank appears on the passenger list for Aorangi inbound from North
America. It is possible this is a record of Frank returning from his aborted trip to America.

The vessel appears to have sailed from Vancouver and stopped at Suva on the way.

Les Ducker thinks now that it may have been in Vancouver where Frank stayed in hospital, and missed
his chance to work in the U.S.A.
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“Next thing he was back here, digging drains on the Hauraki plains, down in the mud
up to his waist in water.”

(Ron Henderson also remembers hearing an anecdote about the drain digging on the
Hauraki Plains — Frank had Brad and Neville with him at the time, and one of them
put a fork through his foot — “Frank said:

Come on, hurry up, get it tied up and get back to work!”)

Les continues: “Everything seemed to melt, he wanted to do things, but he did them
the wrong way round. Probably had initiative I suppose, but he didn’t think things out
before he made the move. When he went to the United States he still had the family,
he still had the divorce proceedings in New Zealand at that time - you don’t get out of
things that easily, by just exporting yourself!”

“Next thing I knew he had taken a job with Hellaby’s, plucking chickens — he hated it.
We lived at Lorne St., behind the Majestic, Dad would come home at nights and
complain how much he hated it.”

The family was broken up again. Norm was with his mother (Lily.)

Olive was with her grandparents James and Eleanor Ducker, in New Plymouth.
D’Arcy and Les were in a children’s home in Auckland.

Neville was with his mother (Amy Grace.)

The older boys, in their early 20’s now, were fending for themselves.

Some time between 1930 and 1931 Frank found himself back on a dairy farm,
this time at Waerenga, in the Waikato.

Leslie Ducker’s recollection is that Frank had got lucky again and won a second ballot.
There seems to be no record now of the circumstances.
The farm at Waerenga was a Crown Leasehold farm, with Right of Purchase.

Les recalls:

“By this time all the family had washed their hands of Dad.

We sheeted most of the unfortunate things that happened to us over the formative
years to Dad’s pig-headedness. But, mind you, we were influenced by our mother’s
misery over the years, when he was trying to get a job or find some stability back in
New Zealand, and she was sort of dragged around with us kids as an afterthought.
So we attributed our misery to Frank Ducker’s inability to provide us with a home.

So in 1927 when my mother got her divorce Darcy and | were sent up to Manurewa
children’s home. We were shoved in there, my mother didn’t have any ability to keep
us, and Neville stayed with Mother. She went down housekeeping to a place called
Otakere in the Bay of Plenty, Whakatane, and she was housekeeping for a farmer
there. And funnily enough she took Neville with her — next thing I know Neville was
shunted out to a farm, doing farm work for a bachelor. He was a kid of 11, had to
learn to cook, generally housekeep for a farmer, and I thought, if my mother couldn’t
look after him... and he had to do all sorts of things like work in the cowshed... and
there was even worse to come. | was 10 and the same thing happened to me.

| ended up down the same place.

My mother shifted back to Auckland for some reason — but she kept D’ Arcy with her
— we were all pleased about that because nobody wanted anything to hurt D’ Arcy.”
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(An aside from Les:

“D’Arcy was the youngest, and he was a bright kid. She stuck with him until he
passed his proficiency, way up in Hokianga where she was housekeeping for another
farmer, that’s what she did mainly. D’ Arcy finished his schooling there. He was a
bright kid, and where he learned his trigonometry and all that sort of stuff — he took
correspondence courses — he used to carry a piece of chalk around with him when he
was working in the cement mill in Portland up here.”)

“My mother divorced from Frank Ducker and married Bert Pocock, from Yorkshire.
Quite a nice bloke.
D’Arcy went and boarded with them and worked in Portland.”

Amy Grace Turner born 1890 NZ BDM Online
1890/9689) Turner ||Amy Grace |[Elizabeth |[James Henry |

Amy Grace Ducker
(nee Turner)
1890 - 1974

1916 m Frank Ducker

1934 m Albert Henry
Pocock (Nz BDM Online)

Albert Henry Pocock
d.1919 (NZ BDM Online)

Later Amy Grace
married ARCHER

Amy Grace Archer
d.1974 (Nz BDM Online)

(Image from the
collection of her son
Leslie Ducker)

Amy Grace Turner was the grand daughter of James and Mary Turner who had
emigrated from Yorkshire on the “Annie Wilson” to the Albertland settlement on the
Kaipara Harbour
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The 1930°s. Dairy farming in the Waikato.

Frank, now single again, at times with remnants of his family, had moved to a
leasehold dairy farm of 115 acres, located at Waerenga.

Waerenga is a district in the Waikato, a little east of today’s “Hampdon Downs”,
south of the Maramarua river.

Auckland
@ o]
Thames
Pukekohe 25
O @
Waerenga 0. o Waihi
9)
26}
Morri?sville g ¥
' T
Han’glton Matamata pureangs
. Cambridge &
@ i & @ @ Whakatane
Te Awfamutu g
= Rotorua |

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVIII, Issue 20944, 6 August 1931
During a severe thunderstorm in the

Waerenga Valley, near Te Kauwhata, the
other mnight, lightning struck a splendid
macrocarpa tree on the farm of Mr, T,
Ducker, and split it from top to bottom.
A young Jersoy cow which was shelter-
ing underneath tho trece was killed by
the flash. Mr, Ducker saw a lund flame
and a blinding flash, and he described
the sound as like the explosion of a huge
bomb,

The farm at Waerenga was fairly isolated, metals roads in those days and the farm
was down the end of a very long muddy driveway.

Les recalls there was a succession of housekeepers.
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Page 1 Advertisements Column 6
New Zealand Herald, 19 November 1932

LJOUSEKEEPER for father, son: able
milk preferred; own mistress.—Frank
Ducker, Wanerenga

Page 1 Advertisements Column 6
New Zealand Herald, 6 December 1933

LIArRrRI-ED Couple, with childven: wife
Ilousekeeper; man all Farm Work: or
Woman and Daughter, able milk, machines.
—I'rank Ducker, Maramarua.,

-

Page 1 Advertisements Column 6
Auckland Star, 22 September 1934

FARM HANDS.

w ARRIED Couple, maclone mitlking, all
- farmr Wk, wile  housecheep,  <lale
voges  required,—lrank D her, Wai-
1ed11L) 232

Leslie Ducker worked for his father on the farm, for a time, but they did not get on.
Frank had a tendency sometimes to lose his temper, and Les described one occasion,
which led to him leaving for good. Frank had gone away for a few weeks, for some
reason, and just left the boy (Leslie) to manage on his own, which he did. But when
Frank arrived back, just as unexpectedly as he had left, Les was milking at the time
and at the moment Frank walked into the shed, a bucket of milk was accidentally spilt.
Instead of praising the boy for managing the farm while he was away, Frank’s first
reaction was to “tear a strip” off him for letting the milk get spilt.

That was the last straw for Les, who left shortly after.

This tendency of Frank’s, at this time, to fly into uncontrollable rages, later earned for
him on at least one occasion, a spell at “Avondale” Hospital.
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In 1935 Frank decided to put the farm on the market.

Page 2 Advertisements Column 6
New Zealand Herald, 3 December 1935

115 ,ACRES.—NICE DAIRY "qu.‘i
J Going Conrern, 4-cow milking plant;"
concrete eeparator room, -ehed and md-;.
30 Jexsey milking cows and heifers, 10 ins:
calf heifers, 15 heifer ‘calves, ‘vell butterfat.:
backed pedigree Jersey buil Il Iurm hmu,,
and implements. : TR

4-ROOMED BUNGALOW 1!.'1“.1 bn‘l;hmm.
electric light, bot-point aid power in ehed.

- Daily_ rural mail delivery: Cream: lorrr
dml?. Metalled road. }

Eplmd:& Btrenm nzht thmugh t:entm nlb
fa.rm, : e A a*s

Good metn'.l qunrr:r tlnsn fu lhed. LT

““Rith land, flat to "mdulating.” ~—==.."

- A (rown -Leasehold, . mth thht tn Pu-
chase.. Price. £20 per acre,. Gm emm:nh
morigage, = - o g

The Farm will uui’lr mxl'k ﬁl} mn it
handled by practi:al farmer.! oy oW

. Il-health of owner the reaton fnr ullml’

o £850 CASH. o,
OR EQUITY IN CITY - PRO?EBTI._.__!h
- NO AGEIsTE L R -‘H

WAE‘R \TGA. R D

L
-,_-r

Evidently it did not sell, and once again Frank was finding himself under stress and
immersed in financial difficulties. In 1937 he made an application for an adjustment

of his liabilities, the lengthy file of documents relating to this is archived (R24581006)
and during this period, when the pressure possibly became too much, Frank was
hospitalised. The legal records show that the Public Trustee had been handling his
affairs in 1837, until December when he had been discharged as once more mentally
sound and capable of handling his own affairs.

(Correspondence between the Rural Adjustment Commission and the Court, 25" July 1938.)

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 1 18


mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&cl=search&d=NZH19351203.2.4.6&srpos=397&e=15-03-1918-----10--391-byDA---0ducker--

In March 1938 Frank married Sarah Hughes.

New Zealand Herald, 2 April 1938

DUCKER—HUGHES.—0On March 23 at
Anckland Frank, third sen of the late James
and ‘Eleanor W‘ri;:h Ducker, - of New Ply-
mounth, to Sarah Fluabeth, widow of.the late
Alfred Hughes, Cakville, Canada.

A few months later the farm at Waerenga was finally sold.
New Zeal_.::md Herald, 4 June 1938

AND Agents.—DPlease note that Mr.
Ducker's IMarm, Maramarua, has - been
sold.—Ifuntly Tand Agency. '

When they were first married Frank and Sarah Ducker lived at 19 Cameron Street,
Onehunga, and Frank’s occupation was recorded as gardener. (1938 electoral roll.)
The newspaper advertisement below tells us that by 1939 they had shifted to
Hauraki St. Birkenhead. **

Janet Fleming has seen the house. “She and Frank lived in a grand old villa in
Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead built by a man called Hawkins who was a prominent
builder in Birkenhead in the early days. The house is still there.”

“Ducker’s Dux Ducks”

Frank now resumed an occupation he had enjoyed and succeeded at for much of his
working life — breeding pedigree poultry.

New Zealand Herald, 21 Q_ctober 1939

ll)UL‘-KEH‘:ﬂ Ducks, Khaki Campbell, -Gil-
mour's Stock Settings, 10/; record break-
ers, —-Frnni-. Durknr Hnuqut ‘:ut Birkenhead.-

- m e s ow

New Zealand Herald, 13 April 1940
UCKEI'S Dux Ducks, Gilmour, Khaki
Campbell Drakes, Ducks; 15/ eachy
world's  record, 350 e:::::--«—l rank Dml..cr.
441 Hauraki St., Birkenhtad. : s

New Zealand Herald, 15 June 1940

UCKER'S Ducks, Gilmour Khaki Camp-

bells, World Record, 350 eggs, without
missing a dai,'. 16 Drakes will be sold with-
gut reQSir!.'e at Turners & Growers, FRIDAY,
une 21.

We do not know for sure now, but there are indications the next five years may have
been a better time for Frank, perhaps at last a happier, more peaceful domestic life.

Sadly, however......

5 1n 1967 Hauraki St. Birkenhead became a continuation of Hinemoa Street.
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Sarah Ducker died in 1944

New Zealand Herald, 14 March 1944 -

“DUCKER.—On March 12, 1914, al Green
Lane Haspital Sarah Elizabeth, dearly-beloved
wite of Krank, Ducker, 30 Carlton Terrace,
Birkenhead, and sister of Samuel ‘Charles
Cmith, Te Kuiti; aged 71 vears. Funeral will

Jeave W. H. Tongune and Son's Chape! to-day
(Tuesday). at 2.30 p.m. for the Crema-
torium. e

The above obituary tells us that before she died, Frank and Sarah had shifted once
more, and were now living at nearby 30 Carlton Terrace (today known as Le Roy Terrace.)

New Zealand Herald, 16 DEC 1944

BEQUEST TO HOME

The bulk of the estate of Mrs Sarah
Itlizaheth Ducker, of Birkenhead, whose
death occurred ‘on March 12, has been
bequeathed to the Knox Home for In-
curables at Tamaki on the termination
of a life interest. The estate has been
valued for probate purposes at under
£500.

This newspaper clipping above does not reveal the name of the “life interest.”
It was Frank.

The probate for Sarah Ducker shows that apart from household items and jewellery
(which were to be left to a niece called Amey Irene Donoghue) all her property was to
be held in trust, no item to be sold without the permission of her husband, that the
income from the earnings of the trust-held assets were to be paid to her husband
during his lifetime — and that the trustees “permit my husband to use, occupy and
enjoy any dwelling house owned and occupied at the time of my death by my said
husband and myself for such time as he shall desire.”

After his death all property would then become the property of the
Knox Home for Incurables.

6. I DIRECT my trustees to pay the income arising from my trust fund:

to my said husband during his life and after his death to stand possess-

ed of the same for the Knox Home for Incurables at Tamaki absolutely.

T I AUTHORISE my trustees to permit my husband to use occupy and en-

joy any dwelling house owned and occupied at the time of my death by my:

said husband and myself for such time as he shall desire.

Extract from: DUCKER Sarah Elizabeth - Birkenhead — Wife of Frank NZ Archives (R9363942)
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So far little has been discovered on the earlier life of Sarah Hughes.

The two news clippings and her probate tell us that:

| Sarah Elizabeth Smith

A “tree” on the wiki site Ancestry.com suggests she was born Sarah

She died on March 12 1944 at Greenlane Hospital, Auckland.
She was aged 71 (therefore date of birth around 1873)

She was the sister of Samuel Charles Smith of Te Kuiti (therefore maiden name Smith)
She married Frank Ducker on March 23 1938
She had been previously married to Alfred Hughes of Oakville Canada (deceased)
She had, in 1944, a niece: Amey Irene Donoghue of Richard St., Titahi Bay, Wellington
Her estate was valued at under £500 for probate purposes.

Elizabeth Smith; her parents were Thomas Smith (stevedore) (1848-1924)

Yorkshire and Emma (nee Chapman) (1846-1923) of Yorkshire.

Details show that this Sarah Elizabeth Smith had a brother called Samuel
Charles Smith, who had a daughter called Amey Irene Smith.

photo from Ancestry.com family tree owned by “Ngawaro21”

From electoral rolls, we can infer that for at least five years after Sarah died,
Frank continued living at 30 Carlton Terrace, Birkenhead, presumably in the

house which Sarah had left to him to use for as long as he wished.

(Although in the Ponsonby electoral district, Carlton Terrace was in Birkenhead.

It was a small cul-de-sac off today’s Hinemoana St. In 1937 it was described as “10
chains long, with 17 residences.” It was renamed Le Roy Terrace in February 1967.

Frank continued living at Birkenhead.

He had taken up playing bowls.

Frank in the white hat, on the right.

(From the collection of Joan Morrison)

Auckland Star, 4 November 1944 BOWLS

ATEITIUIIE NIy

Craig (Carlton), F.

o L. WITLIHIILNIS V\JI31lTy LUYILLLT, .I:'Ie:
Ducker (Waitemata),
H. M. Dvkes (Seatoun). M. R. Buchan.|

Auckland Star, 10 January 1945 SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP

One-lifers —R. P.  Haw]
¥. Ducker (Waitemata) 16,

Auckland Star 23 October 1945 Bowls at Birkenhead

Martin, A.
S. ‘Jones,

P.
tied and will divide the trophies,

Birkenhead.—Tournament
three: A. Woodha

Revell, |, Duek

Dare;

ToF  teams ol
Matihews and J,
er land C. Bridge,

d V. Keightley

™~
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Frank married Annie Kathleen Turner on 26t March 1945
(Sighting recorded by Linda Smith.)

Annie Kathleen

"‘Lf [ )

yes

~
)

-~

The three photographs
above are of Annie
Kathleen Turner, and are
from the collection of Pam
Jordan, who was the partner
of the late Lacey Turner,
Annie Kathleen Turner’s
son.

(Photo above from the collection of Leslie Ducker)

Mystery Woman

The photograph above is of Frank Ducker around 1950.

There is now no one in the Ducker family able to identify the woman in the photo,
though it is assumed she is Annie Kathleen Turner. | believe it probably is.

Linda Smith, who is Annie Kathleen’s grand daughter, is doubtful.

The 1946 electoral roll records Annie Kathleen Ducker (married) and Frank Ducker
(retired) together at the address: 30 Carlton Terrace.

Annie Kathleen Ducker (married) appears again in 1949 still at 30 Carlton Tce.
but Frank now appears on the RoskKill electoral roll as a pensioner at a veterans’ home.
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Leslie Ducker, who was now a crane driver on
the wharf at the Port of Auckland had not seen
his father, Frank, for some years.

He recalls that, to his surprise, he saw Frank in
the 1950’s employed “working” on the wharf.

In 1952 Frank was 80.

Frank’s Waterside Union membership card,
still in Leslie Ducker’s possession.

Frank and Annie divorced in 1951 Archway  Archives NZ

\ Ducker, Annie Kathleen v Ducker, Frank 1950 | 1951 | High Court Auckland, Dept. of Justice

In 1950 — 1951 Frank and Annie went through divorce proceedings, which became
absolute in 1952.

Caritor ter, Dirnenhead, N5 1950 — 1951

Left from Haurakl rd 1953 — 1954
T Stolt Alex R, btehy Wise’s New Zealand Post Office Directory
4 Brodle Jns X

4 Gordon Patk J, engr
8 Donahos Les, " is ppr

12 Tavlor Albt T 5 :
11 Roberts E G, stro In the early 1950°s Mrs. Annl_e _Ducker
16 Pasplsil B, Irnlst was recorded here as now residing at

I Tupp Roy L, P & T rmp 28 Carlton Terrace.
22 Nean Edwd J. Ibr
28 Messenger U'rbt C, engr
?20a Leea Frdk, comp
28 Ducker Mrs Annle Perhaps when Annie and Frank parted

30 Lunn H, cbtmkr she moved next door.

Annie Kathleen Bailey

Birth 05 Aug 1895 in Warwick, Queensland, Australia
Death 10 December 1988 in Ipswich, Queensland, Australia
From the Turner Family Tree on Ancestry.com

Owned by Pam Jordan, partner of Annie’s youngest son
Lacey Turner (now deceased.)

Annie was born Annie Kathleen Bailey, in Queensland.

(Father: William John Bailey. Mother: Hannah Lacey)

She married Charles Henry Turner on 3" October 1918 and they had three children.
(Stella, Randle and Lacey.)

Annie Kathleen Turner was a widow when she married Frank in 1945.
After the divorce from Frank she went back to Australia and married again, to
Stanley George Gould.

She was buried in 1988 in Australia as Annie Kathleen Gould.
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age

17
24
24
26
27
27
28
28
29
30
30
31
31
33
33
34
37
39
40
40
40
41
42
43
44
44
44
45
46
47
47
47
53
55
58
60
63
66
66
66
68
72
73
74
77
77
79
80
82
85
87

16/11/2016

Year |

1872
1880
1889
1896
1896
1898
1899
1899
1900
1900
1901
1902
1902
1903
1903
1905
1905
1906
1909
1911
1912
1912
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1916
1916
1917
1918
1919
1919
1919
1925
1927
1930
1932
1935
1938
1938
1938
1940
1944
1945
1946
1949
1949
1951
1952
1954
1957
1960

FRANK DUCKER TIMELINE

Frank was born in Westwoodside, Haxey
Emigrated to New Zealand with parents

First recorded performance as entertainer
electoral roll (occupation recorded as carrier)
electoral roll (occupation recorded as beamsman)
Frank married Lily Antigone Eyes
Performance at Avondale, West Auckland
Bradley Ward Ducker born in Avondale, Auckland
Performance at Avondale, West Auckland
electoral roll (occupation recorded as currier)
Olive Louis Ducker born in New Plymouth
Manager Eltham Poultry Business

Performs in Opera Gondoliers

Ronald Dudley Ducker born in Eltham

Move to Ohiwa

electoral roll (occupation recorded as labourer)
Cecil James Ducker born in Opotiki

Leo Alfred Ducker born in Ohiwa

Clarence Edward Ducker born in Opotiki

electoral roll (Occupation recorded as postmaster)

Move to Uretara (Ducker's) Island

Eric Norman Ducker born in Opotiki?
Financial difficulties

Bankruptcy

electoral roll (occupation recorded as postmaster)
Departure of Lily and Divorce

Frank married Amy Grace Turner (26)
New Zealand Army Service WW1

Neville Frank Ducker born in Greytown
Leslie Herbert Ducker born in Greytown
Return from WW1

electoral roll (occupation still recorded as postmaster)
New farm at Woodlands, Opotiki

D'Arcy Clive Melville Ducker born in Opotiki
Farming in Fiji

Fiji farm up for sale

Divorce by Amy Grace Turner

Dairy farm at Waeranga

electoral roll occupation dairy farmer
Waerenga farm up for sale

Frank married Sarah Elizabeth Hughes
Electoral roll. Frank and Sarah Elizabeth Ducker
Birkenhead. Breeding poultry.

Death of Sarah Elizabeth

Frank Married Annie Kathleen Turner
electoral roll Frank and Annie Kathleen Ducker
electoral roll Annie Kathleen Ducker
electoral roll Frank Ducker  pensioner

Wise PO directory Mrs. Annie Ducker
Divorce of Amy Kathleen Turner

electoral roll Frank Ducker pensioner
electoral roll Frank Ducker retired

Frank died

graemekenyon@hotmail.com

| Location

England
New Plymouth
New Plymouth

New Plymouth  Frankley Rd
Auckland  Panmure

New Plymouth

Auckland

Auckland

Auckland  Avondale
New Plymouth
New Plymouth
New Plymouth

Ohiwa
Opotiki

Ohiwa

Ohiwa
Ohiwa

Ohiwa
Ohiwa
Ohiwa
Ohiwa
Ohiwa
Featherston

Europe
Ohiwa
Ohiwa
Opotiki

Fiji
Fiji

Waikato
Waikato
Waikato
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland

19 Cameron St. Onehunga
44 Hauraki St Birkenhead
30 Carlton Tce Birkenhead

Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland

30 Carlton Tce Birkenhead
30 Carlton Tce Birkenhead
veterans' home Roskill

28 Carlton Tce Birkenhead

Auckland
Auckland
Auckland

Richmond Rd. Ponsonby
Richmond Rd. Ponsonby
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The Children of Frank and Lily (nee Eyes)

1899/1102  Ducker Bradley Ward Lily Antigove  Frank 23/07/1899 - 24/09/1981
1901/7294  Ducker Olive Lois Lily Antigone  Frank 10/04/2001 - 22/05/1994
1903/10766 Ducker Ronald Dudley Lily Antigone  Frank 28/01/1903 - 03/06/1982
1905/8167  Ducker Cecil James Lily Antigone  Frank 04/01/1905 - 12/03/1923
1906/13397 Ducker Leo Alfred Lily Antigone  Frank 24/06/1906 - 05/07/2000
1909/23774 Ducker Clarence Edward Lily Antiogne  Frank 26/08/1909 - 01/06/2009
1912/5625 Ducker Eric Norman Lily Antigone  Frank 03/04/1912 - 2008
NZ BDM Online Leslie Ducker's records

The Children of Frank and Amy Grace (nee Turner)

1913 Douglas Norman Turner, known as Douglas Ducker® d. 1969

April 3 1916 birth of Neville Frank Ducker d. 07/04/2007
May 29 1917 birth of Leslie Herbert Ducker

February 18 1919 birth of D’Arcy Clive Melville Ducker k/a 12/12/1942

(Leslie Ducker’s records)

(Flying Officer D’ Arcy Clive Melville Ducker was killed in action in France in 1942
at the age of 23 while serving in the RNZAF.)

(From the collection of Ron Henderson)

From left to right:
Clarry, Leo, Bradley, Norman, Ron, Ray Broadbent (half brother)®¢, and Olive

%5 Birth registration: Douglas Norman Turner. (NZ BDM 1913/17371)
Death registration: Douglas Norman Ducker. (NZ BDM 1969/38802)
Amy Grace’s son, Douglas Norman appears on Frank’s army records as “stepson”.

%6 Frank’s first wife Lily had re-married to Thomas Broadbent in 1919 (NZ BDM 1919/552)
Ray Broadbent’s wife Peg said, in 2016, that it was she who took the photograph.
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In 1954 and 1957 Frank Ducker (pensioner) appeared on the electoral roll
living on his own at 227 Richmond Rd. Ponsonby.

Frank Ducker died in 1960 age 87
NZ BDM Online | 1960/25986 | Ducker | Frank | 87Y |

Frank Ducker (Photograph from the collection of Joan Morrison)
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“The Ducker Bros.” Alfred and James Ducker

Alfred and James (Jnr) were born in Haxey:

Alfred on December 26 1873, baptised on January 28 1874
James on October 18 1875 and baptised December 29 1875
(Combined Isle of Axholme Methodist Baptisms 1/10/2002 Axholme FHS)

Arriving in New Zealand at the ages of 6 and 4, Alfred and James jnr. grew up on the
Farm at Frankley Rd, and like Frank they developed developed a musical talent.
Throughout their lives they appeared as performers at various community events,
often referred to in newspaper items as the “Ducker Bros.”

The first such event on record is in 1891 at the grand opening of the Westown Hall.
Alfred would have been about 18 and James about 16:

“.....song, Mr. A. Ducker;” and “1% and 2" violins, Ducker Bros......

Taranaki Herald 24 April 1891

Taranaki Herald 25 May 1895

1nstrumental quartette,
“ Youthful Hearts Polka” (1st and 2nd
violins, Ducker Bros , cornet, Mr H. Arden,
and piano, Mr Woodhead);
song, Mr A. Ducker; B
ingtrumental quartette, * Carrie Waltz”
(1st and 2ad violios, Duclcer Bros., cornet,
Mr H. Arden, and piano, Mr Woodhead);

VOLUNTEER SOCIAL.

There was a largo attendanco ab the
Voluntoeer social held in the Drill Hall'on
Friday night. Theré were ninety couples
present. Messrs Andrews and Ducker
Bros. supplied the music. Puring the

Taranaki Herald 20 October 1896

Taranaki Herald 16 September 1897

OARNIVAL IN THE ALEXANDRA
HALL. :
The music for the exerecises
was contributed by an orchestra consisting
of Messrs J, C. Morey (piano), J. Ducker
(violin), A. Ducker (clarionst), and J,
Donovan {cornet).

STAR FOOTBALL CiL.UB SOCIAL.

Danecing was kept up with unabated vigor
till carly morning to the excellent music
supplied by a capable orchestra com-
prising Mr H. Cottier (cornet), D.
MeKinnon Bain (pano), T. Hughes
(basso), A. Ducker (violin),and — Ducker
(clarionet). A first-clags supper was

Anniversary
Taranaki Herald 4 july 1898

Town Hall Social, Theatre Royal
Taranaki Herald 31 August 1898

following orchestra assisted in the service:
~ Violing, Mesers Ducker, A. MacDiar-
mid, aud Jenkinson ; 'cello, Mr C. Mac-
Diarmid ; cornet, Mr H. Cottier ;
clarionet, Mr Ducker; flute, Mr Tun-
bridge ; bass, Mr J. Sturmey.

the didsic in particular being a noteworthy
feature. Theorchestra included Messrs
G. Garry, (organ), D. McKinnon Bain
{piano), Nucker and J. Garry (violius),
Sturmey (‘cello), Ducker (clarionet), and
Tunbridge (picculo).

St John Ambuance Assciation
Taranaki Herald 13 December 1898

Miss Halse’s Complimentary Concert
Taranaki Herald 7 December 1898

an orchestral selection was played
by Miss Cottier (piano), Messrs H. Cot-
tier (cornet), R. Cottier (violin), and
Ducker (clarionet), and Miss Skinner,

Mr and Mrs Cooke,
Messrs H, W., 8, and R. Cottier, N.
Okey, and J. Ducker are contribuling
two orchestral numbers,

Hospital Ball
Taranaki Herald 28 April 1899

Bowlers’ Special
Taranaki Herald 16 June 1899

| and Ducker (clutiovet)

| | end Mr Ducker (violin),
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PUBLIC HALL AT OAKURA.

Taranaki Herald, 24 April 1896

Danc-
ing was then bogun with the Graud March
quadrille, and for the next three or four
hours dauce followed dance in quick sue-
cosslon Lo music supplied by Miss Gill,
Messra A, H. Good, W. Putt, H. Huarri-
sotl, and the Ducker Bres. (2).

From as early as 1896
there were also occasions
when the Ducker Brothers
accompanied another
young performer,
20-year-old Miss Mary Gill

OMATA. PLAIN AND FANCY DRESS BALL AT OAKURA.
Taranaki Herald, 13 April 1897 Taranaki Herald, 15 May 1897

Miss Gill and the brothers Ducker || gxcellont music supplied by Miss Gill,
gave a couple of charming instrumental | | pfijag A Bayley, Mr Good, and the
trios, and the limited time at command || Megirs A, and J. Ducker, who took their

was the only reason why they were not : : .
«called back, Every item from starf to different turns at playiug when required.

pfinish was clear, crisp, and refreshing.

MARRIAGE.

Taranaki Herald, 9 January 1900

3 DECKER-GILL.—On December 19, al
b New Plymouth, by.the Rev, B. J. fer. | ¢
e pel', Jame:, fourth son of Jame: 1 s
Ducker, of Bradford, Lincolnshive, Eng. =0 =
Tami, to Mary F. L, only dauchter of e
the late Carlin Gill, of Wren Hall, Pel. &
ston, Nott' ngham, England. ﬁ; L

: '-:’%:;f‘-?

]

James Ducker jnr and Mary Frances Louisa Gill were married on December 19™" 1899.
Mary Gill was the daughter of Carlin Gill, a photographer, who had emigrated from
Selston, Nottinghamshire in the 1860’s —and married Julia (nee Nicholls) in 1867.

Margaret Cardiff extracted the following from Barbara Williams’ notes written 2011:

....James was newly married and brought with him his beautiful 18 year old bride.
There was no road past the top of Warea and Newall present roads junction....

... Maori track through virgin bush. To get heavy machinery to Mill site, the track had
to be widened, but before that—the new bride’s piano was carried by hand through
the bush to the slab hut that was her new home....

....Mary Gill had been educated at a private school for young ladies®’, and later sent
to Gt.Britain to an Aunt and attended a ‘finishing school’.....

.... She was an accomplished musician so her piano was very important to her.
She also played stringed instruments and with her husband and brother-in-law and
one other formed a string quartet and performed around the Coast for many years...”

57 In fact she went to New Plymouth Central School (Taranaki Herald, 23 December 1886) and then to
New Plymouth Convent School (Taranaki Herald, 17 December 1890 and 17 December 1891.)
She was later an Assistant Mistress at a private school for young ladies (Taranaki Herald, 2 May 1894)

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 128



mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

Purchase of land at Newall Road

As already discussed in a previous section (around page 50) backed by their father
James, the Ducker brothers came in possession of sections 8, 9 and 10 on Newall
Road in 1894 which they made freehold in 1900.

The plan was to clear the land, mill the timber on it, and create a farm.

In 1896 the brothers took up another large section, 353 acres near Stony River.

The following is the list of successful | . <12 & Norma nby Star,
tenderers for land recently offered : — 18 August 1896
Section. Block. Area.
3 11, Taihaere, Stony 353 0 0 This is section 3 on the map below,
River northern boundary Puniho Rd.
A. and J. Ducker.

The year before, Walter Rumball had commenced clearing the bush from his section
(Section 12 on the opposite side of Newall Rd from the Ducker brothers) and in
1899 a deal was done in which Walter transferred to the Ducker brothers the timber
rights on his section.

In 1900 James and Alfred added another section to their holdings, on the basis of a
seven year lease.

A scven years lease of sec 7, block 14, _
Cape, was granted to Mr J. Ducker. Taranaki Herald, 26 July 1900

The map first shown on or around page 50 is part reproduced again here, so that we
can now see the total area of forest which we know the Ducker Bros. had access to,
for their timber mill and farm in 1900, including the timber on Walter Rumball’s land.

They may well have milled more. It is said that when they sold up in 1920 their total
farmland holdings were about 1100 acres (450 hectares). It is possible this may have
included sections 1 and 2, all the way to the “bush line”, the boundary of the
unsurveyed area (XV) which forms the steeply rising side of the mountain.

v £ DPEEZA
| subig IR
~<
296,0,0 |—

ection 3 353 acres
~added 1896

ctlon 7 167 acres

Sect10ns8 9,10
Ducker Brothers

i|  added 1900

Section 12 Timber rights

s A
RS -
| s v
~JAHAT,
‘
3 i \ 4 LA

2

A transferred
% § Walter Rumball
P14

N 235.0.0 Acres |1 st

1) 1 s T

227431
9. 0.22|/53,0,0 6

XY

Walter Rumball’s land.
In 1901 Walter had cleared his section 12 (235 acres) opposite the Duckers on Newall Rd.
He sold it to a neighbour and started again with a new section, described in a later chapter.
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1900 Duckers’ Sawmill and water turbine

..... with the financial help of their father, the Ducker boys, James junior and Alfred,
set up a sawmill to cut the local timber. The mill was powered by a water turbine, fed
from the river by digging a 200 yard tunnel through a bend in the river.

The story of the tunnel and mill are told in the old woolshed-cum-museum at the
Hikurangi Gardens on Upper Newall Rd.”

(Bradley Walter)

Taranaki Herald, 5 May 1900

Mr Ducker is starting a sawmill]
on the Newail Road.

The electoral roll (1900) shows at that time James and Alfred, machinists, living at
Frankley Rd with parents James and Eleanor.

(Most likely their occupations were machine operators at the Sash and Door Company
where their father was foreman joiner.)

Electoral roll registrations were also often a little out of date.)

1187 | Drary, William, Molesworth Street, carter, residential
1188 | Ducker, Alfred, Frankley Rond, machinist, r enloptml i
1129 | Dacker, Eleanor Wright, Vrankley Road, nl_nuwglw dutles, residentia
1190 | Dacker, Ernest, Frankloy Road, cooper, :e..u\h-n‘l;al

1191 Ducker, James, Frankl*y Read, joiner, roshh:n!ml . ‘

1192 Ducker, Jaw es, janior, Fraskl y Roa 1, mm:‘nm,', rm‘znlnnlm\

1193 | Dadley, Eiward John, O; unake, contractor, rcuu‘l:nh‘ql

James (jnr) and Alfred appear again in the electoral roll for 1905 as machinists, but
this time their address is Newall Rd Warea which was a newly opened up, forested
area south of New Plymouth. Here James snr. and his two youngest sons, the Ducker
Brothers, had purchase land rights and established a sawmill.

Bradley Walter wrote:

“The Ducker sons James and Alfred bought bush blocks on the Newall Road.....

....They cleared the virgin bush to create pasture land for dairying, and built a saw-
mill, powered by water from a dam and tunnel dug by Alfred and helpers in 1900-
1901. It was 200 yards long, to a chamber 20 feet by 20 feet, which housed the water-
wheel.”

The remains of the lake, dam and tunnel still exist near to the large homestead which
was built in 1904 by James Ducker (probably by both James Senior and James Junior.)

The homestead was the residence of James Ducker jnr. and his family. After it was
sold there were 34 years of other ownership before Barbara and Bill Williams bought
it. Barbara and Bill developed the site, enlarged the building and moved the woolshed
from near the lake to its present site.
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About ten years after her husband died in 1976 Barbara enlarged the garden to 7 acres
and developed the beautiful Hikurangi Gardens which became a tourist venue, along
with the woolshed which she turned into a museum. (From notes by Margaret Cardiff 2015)

Along with the many interesting artefacts associated with the wool industry, the
museum holds memorabilia relating to the Ducker Brothers, and Duckers’ Mill.
These include paintings of the tramway shown on the following pages.

These paintings were made from photographs.

No photo of the mill itself has been found.

The property is now once more a private residence. The Woolshed Museum, which
was moved to its present location in the 1950’s, is still a venue for local events.

DUCKER'S MILL
1901 - 1928

The sale of the property in its virgin state was made to Mr. James Ducker
Esquire in 1900. His two sons James Junior and Alfred took up residence
and proceeded to open up a timber mill. Their aim to fall and process the
large timber of the area, and eventually farm the land. Because of the high
rainfall (over 100 inches) and the numerous swamps and water courses in the
vicinity, their problems must have been immeasurable.

The only access to the property was from Warea. The road ended at the top
of the present Warea Road. From there a bush track of S5km lead to the
proposed mill. A road had to be formed with cordyroyd logs to make it
possible to fransport mill and logging equipment, household goods and stock
to the site. Only means of transport was by bullock wagons, drays and
sledges. Bush had to be felled for homes to be built and the mill constructed.

The tunnel you can see in the garden was dug by Mr. Alfred Ducker and a
helper. They took 16 months to complete the task with the men using a pick,
shovel and wheelbarrow. PLEASE REFLECT ON THIS ACHIEVEMENT.
The tunnel 6001t long — the land covered in dense bush — the stony ground
and the large hole 20ft long, 20ft wide and 20ft deep, at the end with a 30ft
outlet tunnel to the river. This enormous task was completed with absolute
accuracy.

The river was dammed by a log dam down river from the tunnel to the large
hole that housed a water wheel. This powered the mill. A turbine was installed
in a water race at the head of the lake. The race as seen now diverts water
into the present lake. Electrical power was produced to light the homes,
Woolshed and Mill. At this early date it must have been one of the first in
Taranaki to have this luxury. Tramways and small viaducts had to be
constructed radiating far into the bush to transport the logs to the mill.

Many coastal homes and Public Buildings including Hampton Hall at Okato
were built from timber from Ducker's Mill. Much of Parihaka Marae was built
with Ducker’s timber, a barter system operating between the Duckers and
the Maori people.

The homestead in the present garden was built by 1904 as well as
accommodation for 20 staff. The woolshed by 1906. In 1920 the Duckers
sold the mill to Mr. Christofell who operated it until 1928, when it was
destroyed by fire.

This remarkable achievement by one family should not be forgotten.
From written material on display at the Woolshed Museum, Newall Rd.
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From. photograph which

The Ducker homestead on Newall Rd., Warea, with Mt Taranaki in the background.
(In the days of the Ducker Bros. Mt. Taranaki was called Mt. Egmont.)

Behind (to the right of) the homestead are the remains of the lake.

On the far right the red-coloured building is the Woolshed Museum itself.

The remains of the mouth of the 200 yard tunnel as it is today.
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Large illustrations of the saw mill and

tramways on display at the woolshed
museum.

These paintings were evidently made from
photographs.

These illustrations on display at the woolshed museum were assumed to depict the
Duckers sawmill. However Kelvin Day (Manager, Puke Ariki) who grew up in this
area, is sure they are depictions of another sawmill in Warea.
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This Google sattelite image shows the Ducker homestead on Newall Rd.
This is the building nearest to the road, with a grey roof.

Observe, a little further up the road, the red building. This is the woolshed museum.

Between the homestead and the woolshed can be seen the remnants of the lake.
It is in this vicinity that the dam, tunnel and turbine were built.

Taranaki Herald, 6 July 1900

The Guards’ Ball

Prosasry the largest, and certainly one
of the most “successful publio balls ever
held jin New, Plymouth took place on
Thudsday night, when the Taranaki
Guards held their, first annual ball. "The,
spacious Drill Hall was gaily decorated
for the oecasion with flags of all sortsand.
sizes,:scemingly numberless, and in order’
to merease t]?e‘ accommodation two large

The floor was in good order
for dineing, and Mr MeKinnon Bain's
orchestra, comprising Mr® Bain' (piano),
Mr Haigh (vielin), Mr Donovan (cornet),
Mr o, Ducker (clarionet), and Master C,
Pearce (triangle), provided excellent
music, extras being played by Mrs P.
Wobster, Misses Kirkby, Al. Humphries,
and Hursthouse.

Taranaki Herald, 8 November 1902

Taranaki Herald, 24 January 1903

A
treat is in store for those that lov
first-class
providing three selections.

music Ducker’s orchestra

The Messrs Ducker, assisted by Miss M.
Frances, had control of the musical
arraugements, and the music was much
appreciated.

Wedding. Alfred Ducker best man.
Taranaki Herald, 24 January 1903

A v pretty, quiét wedding took
‘place ,gr';y. Wednesday, 22pd: January,
when: Mr William Jackson Robinson,
who. is about to conduct Mr Gibbon's
Pungarehu store, led to the altar Miss
Elwin, of Warea, The bride was at

_Clothier,” and Miss Miriam Ida Ballard.

tended by three of her niéces~ Miss
Doris May, Clothier, Miss Gladys Jeken

Mr Robinson was attended by Mr Alfred
Ducker. of Newall koad. ° The wedding,
took place at, the Okato Church at 11
a.m, and the Rev. F. W. Young officiated.
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James Ducker makes a trip “Home” to the UK

In 1903 James Ducker travelled to the UK on SS Himalaya (Nz Herald, 14 July 1903)

PERSONAL NOTES FROM LONDON. PERSONAL NOTES FROM LONDON.
New Zealand Herald, 4 August 1903 Press, 5 August 1903
Mr. James Ducker and Mr, F. L Gill Latest callers at the New Zealund Agency-
{Okato) havo arrived in Engllnd, and m.lmld Cleneral  have included the followinyg : —
staying for at least three :mn Just n Ve oand Mrs W, J. H. Haszard, Waili;
tha: are visiting tlﬂ Pl.l'k lﬂlﬂﬂltﬂﬂl e and e C. Pugh, C “hristchurch: Mr
Show; subsequen in all proba-| | (; . Curpenter, Canterbury; Mr F. L.
hiliy go to Bcotllmi as woll as to Paris. . - (11, Okato: Mr James Ducker, Warea;

COUNTRY NEWS.Taranaki Herald, 2 January 1904

Mr Frank Gill returned from ~ the| The Frank Gill referred to
0Old - Country, arrwmg hmpi;, .on Tues- | here is James jnr.’s neighbour
day. last; also Mr Ducker, of Warea, | and brother-in-law.
who returned a few days earlier. A The ] Ducker” wih
mtep‘imn will bo, held in the Okato ¢ James UCker Who

. made the trip back to England
school ‘on:Tuesday: evening nest' in | .
is James Ducker jnr., not
honour of the oceesion, when I. hepe

James snr. as | had first
to see a. full sphool. R thought.

To clarify, here is a fragment of a letter written by James jnr.’s brother-in-law Walter
Rumball in 1903 to his sister Florence in England, referring to the trip, and to James
jor. “the best of the boys...”

I am glad to hear that Jim Ducker has been to sse you. I believe
he is expected hack heres about October., 7The next fime I hear Ifrom you
I expect he will have heen to see you again and I shall get a few
more particulars as te what you all thought of him. I think hs is the
best of the boys and I am sure you would like him. He will hsave had a
very interesting trip. I know Londen weculd open his cyes a bit, as he
had never seen any town bigger then fucklsnd befors. He will have
different idezs about the world than he had when he went away. MNost of
the voung colenials think their own little township to he ths nub of the
universe, and when they do happen to see s little of the world it does
them a lot of pgood.

(From the collection of “Letters from Puniho” see Appendix.)

COUNTRY NEWS. COUNTRY NEWS.
Taranaki Herald, 25 January 1904 Taranaki Herald, 8 August 1904

The music for the
dancing was provided by Mrs J. Duc- The Dacker family as usllnlvpro'vidvrl
ker, with Messrs J. and A. Ducker, their excellont. music for the dance.
and was, as uswal, most inspiriting. - - : - =

WAREA. WAREA.
Taranaki Herald, 29 August 1904 Taranaki Herald, 26 September 1904
J. and Mr A. Ducker supplied most of During the evening instrumental

music was given hy Mr A, Ducker
and Miss Francis,

the musie lor  the dances.
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James Ducker patents an improved releasable snatch block

PATENTS.
Wanganui Herald, 13 October 1904

THE EXHIBITS.
Taranaki Daily News, 30 December 1904

James

Ducker, juti., Taranaki, an improved re-
leasable shatoh block: Chance Bros., Eug-

Me-'
Gowan's heist and the Ducker putuntt
spatch block are also to be seen.

COUNTRY NEWS.
Taranaki Herald, 8 May 1905

The beautiful music of ihe
Ducker family, though luckily so often
hoard, never tires, and was if  any-
Lhing heard to greater advantage in
he crowded room

OKATO.
Taranaki Herald, 14 August 1905

The Okato Social Club’s social and |
dance next Friday, 18th August, will !
be 2 genuine musical treat. The pro-|
gramme is a varied one, consisting:
of selections by the Puniho Brass |
Band, string band of 6 instruménts and
Ducker’s orchestra, also songs from
well-known and popular vocalists, The

comic songs, and pillow and bladder
fight on boom are hound to ' create
a good deal of laughter, whilst those
who appreciate a good step will be
sure- to be pleased. . The dance will
be a special.feature, the music will,
be of a class in itself and well worth
'hearing.

Okato.

OKATO
Taranaki Daily News, 17 March 1906

Taranaki Hera!d, 27 October 1905

er family was all that could he
sired.

The wnsie supplied i,y the Duck-

."-Il'_l{ul‘;l;ew' iviodin, Complimentury
usie was vendered by Ducker's Or-
chestra, Miss Honan, Miss M, Daly,
and Mr N, Avdrews, -

tle-

TARANAKI COUNTY COUNCIL.
Taranaki Daily News, 8 May 1906

_ E. Moore, foreman of southern boun.
dary of Omata Riding, reported ihnt
he had been engaged during the moith
ab general repaiving., As soou as ithe
weather cleared he would attend to
Okato sidewalk, Mr Ducker, proprie-
tor of Warea saw-mills, was putting
over-weight loads on  the bridge

over the Stony river, Hridges were
in fair order, but needed repair. The
road from Puniho read to Oalura
dairy was in fair repair, exeept in
places, where & conbinuation of the
work would be necessary. A shorfage
of breken metal from Stony river to
Puniho roud was reported.
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Taranaki Daily News, 10 May 1906

The voting for five members of the
Parihaka Road Board on Monday re.
snlted us follows:—C. Sorrenson 190,
J. Young 141, M, Deegnn 132, W,
Revell 129, J. C. O’'Rorke 115, W, R,
Wright 114, T, Harvey 112, J. Lawn
112, J. Ducker 101.

WAREA.
Taranaki Herald, 3 August 1906

chair. The first item was a musibal
seleetton from ““La Favorita™ by the
Ducker family.” Mrs F. Bumie suhg

ed n duet by the Misses Cassie, ac-
compenied by Mrs Ducker (piano), Mr
J. Ducker, clariénette, and Mz D.
Ducker, violin. Mr Jones then spoke
on behalf of the Pungarehu people.
"Phe Ducker family gave an mstru-

K . s
ymental piece, Miss Bloke sang ““The

WAREA. WAREA.
Taranaki Daily News, 3 August 1906 Taranaki Herald, 14 September 1906

The first,item The concert opened svith
was an instrumental selection Ly the a wusical item by the Ducker family;
Duckers—DMrs J. Ducker (pianni, Mr

end 3cngs were sung by Miss Uassie,
Mr W. Lariing, and Miss J. Caasie.
Mr D. V. Tpttereon, who had s VLY
oud cold, was not ableto emg.

J. Ducker (elamanette), Mr A, Ducker
{violini= from “La Favouria.,” There
is mo need 1o emphasise the excellenee
of their execution,

Country News. WAREA.

Taranaki Herald, 11 Augu.st 1906 ] .
Messrs Ducker gavean instru-
mental item,
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Taranaki Daily News, 11 September 1906

A concert and dance was hield on
f‘“:l.'|.-|. rill! 1y el ol the Woaren 1l
funds. Musical dtems were given by
the Ducker family, the Aisses Casan
awd Mo Larking.

PARIHAKA ROAD BOARD.
Taranaki Daily News, 15 September 1906

Expenditure  on the Warea and
Newall poads will be kept as low as
pussible, and Messrs  Ducker Hros,
representing scttlers) will be informd
#+d that before any further work
doneon the=e roads the settlers should
take steps to levy a special rate on
account of the roads being so mucl

overdrawn,

- - e [ _ ]

Alfred Ducker has a “nasty accident”
Taranaki Herald, 26 November 1906

Mr A. Ducker met with a nasly ac

bident on Wednesday at the Newal
Road Sawmills. Whilst carrying a
heavy picce of timber through the riv-

¢r, Mr Ducker slipped, amd was staked
by a picce of timber in the riverbed.

'The patient was taken to town im-
lmedia,teiy, and at latest advices was
doing well, andis likely tobeout a-
gain in a few days. -

The much-dreated blight has ap-
peared amongwt tho polatoes agam.

NEWALL ROAD SCHOOL.

The first class room was a bushman’s hut, dragged a mile down the road...

In 2015 Margaret Cardiff wrote, quoting from the writings of the Cassie sisters:

“Cassie’s came to live opposite Ducker's in 1905. The “Mother and younger children
invited to stay with Duckers in their newly built home” while the father and boys
stayed in a whare until their home was built.”

and:

“There being three school aged children among them Mr Cassie approached

the education board for a school as there was a section allocated for a school in the
area. Enlisting the help of his good neighbour Mr Ducker who also had a school aged
son, and a whare not in use which they dragged a mile down the road for the 1st

)

school room.’

EDUCATION BOARD. Taranaki Herald, 25 October 1906

NEW SCHODL WANTED. .
Messrs Cassie ,a‘rﬂ'.Dud;‘er waited on
referemce -Lo " school
at ihe junction -of Newall: aid Car-
rington Roads, "ivhm'f:_-lﬂl acres ‘had
heen sct astde fﬂ]':‘_‘ﬂ school site.

the Boarq in

The newspaper clippings
on the following page
outline the story of how
the settlers provided their
own school by making
use of a surplus
bushman’s hut.
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Taranaki Daily News, 25 October 1906

EDUCATION BOARD APT'RO-
ACHED,
p—

Messrs A. Cassic and Ducker waitec
apen the Education Board with a re
quest that a new school be erected
on the Newall road at its junction
with the Carrington road. This
would sgrve 26 children, twelve of
whom were now of school age.
Tnere was a liklihood also of some
children attending from the Puniho
road, which would be conveniently
served by this school.  The Warea
school was seven miles away, and at-
tendance there necessitated keeping
and feeding two horses for each pupil,
The chairman of the Warea school
committee had informed him that on
account of fast-increasing attendance
more accommodation and an assist-
wnz teacher would soon be required
taere, but the building of the new
school would obviate that, by reliey-
g the school of ten or twelve pupils.

Mr Ducker, in answer to guestions,
haid the settlers were prepared to help
themeelves, and if the Board could
rzoe g0 to the expense of erecting the
school, the settlers would provide a
1 JUIN.

Mr Casey told the Board, in answer
1) 2 query, that his daughter might
be capable of taking charge of the
children.  She had been educated at
“hannon, at Dunedin, and at the
Faimerston North High School, with

@ VAW 10 entering Lhe teaching ser-
vice.  If no other teacher were avail-
abis, some arrangement could possi-
Lly oe made with his daughter.

The deputation having thanked the
Board and retired, the matter was
referred Lo the inspector for his re-
PO,

Subsequently, after the inspector
1@ conferred with the deputation, i
was reported to the Board that the
witlers  were  willing o elear twe
wres of the school site and ereet a
ailding agft by 12ft, the Board 1o
iy rental until the cost had heen
eimbursed, when the huilding would
wecome the property of the Board.

Mx Kennedy said that there was no
nmrry. It only affected four chil-
l*ea who were not now  altending
t hoal.

Mr Morton: Theres as much harry
fer four s for ten.  He moved thal
mownded the report of the inspector
15 tavourable, the chairman ha em.
pewered to make arrangements wiih
te wettlers for them to erect g buils
ding on the school site set apart, the
building to be rented by the Board.
:m_d that when the amount of rent
niud :}hnll eaqual the cost of the bujl-
ding it shalt became the property of
the Board, and that as  soon a8 the
hrilding is ready for use it he furn-
ished and a teacher be appointed,

TARANAKI EDUCATION BOARD.
Taranaki Daily News, 29 November 1906

My Sspencer could  not recommeand
ithe erection of a school at  Newal
Kead as there wounld be only five qr
s children atlendimng.  He thougin
accommudation would be avatable in

2 buitding belonging w kr Ducker.
Miss Cassie could 1nstruct the chil-
dren.  This teacher had passed the
fth standaid and had  aearly twe
vears 1 secondary Instruction

As the Education Board was not able to provide a school room at that time, the
settlers made their own decision to drag a bushman’s hut onto the site.

Referring to the family of James jnr. and Mary Ducker, Bradley Walter wrote:

“Their son Carlin James was one of the first pupils at the Newall Road School when
it opened in 1907, in a whare sledged down the road from the Ducker mill.”
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Taranaki Daily News, Volume XLVIII, Issue 81918, 8 February 1907, Page 3

WAREA,

A achool has Just beey e-tabli-
o the Newall road By the setllor;
tlu-ma*']}\'f:s. Messrs  Pucker Hrn:
Fave tae Dmilding, which s i UII.{;
tme their whare, It WS removed {
the sl PEIve.  Messrs Uiissoy
and Mexander buili liepnrsee -Inftl
the rest 1}1’ the seitlors clerm] l-'ni- :-I'l!r
Al put inaenlver: mide tr;u'la
B the sehool, 3 sthool lis by
uf-wlwi there fur KOMe i .1H Ehue
1]"?.{'-”"-[: to the Ware '.w['hln,ri [L‘.-'i"H"I
lt]lit-n-ll- oo far for smal] citililven iy
_'.-u,‘ %Iu- “choul  upene] oy Mol
::-!Ilrialllzng, Miss Cisey Detner ]JI

Tl

WAEREA

1A school has just been established

on the Newall road by the settlers
themselves. Messrs. Ducker Bros
izave the building, which was at one
time their whare_ It was removed to
the school reserve. Messrs. Cassey
and Alexander built the house, and
the rest of the settlers cleared the site
and put in a culvert and made a track
to the school. A school has been
needed there for some time, as the
distance to the Warea school (seven
tmiles) is too far for small children to
izo. The school opened on Monday
morning, Miss J. Cassey heing in
charge.

e S A —
—

The phtogrp was provided the Manorei History Grup by Marlene Balsom.
Taken from the cover of “Upper Mangorei” by the Mangorei History Group, this photo
depicts burned tree stumps, a bushman’s whare and the Hawkes’ bullock team.

A Bullock team such as this would have been used to drag the Duckers’ surplus whare to its

new location, to be used as a school classroom. Note the stark background of newly burned
bush, similar to that of the Newall School site at that time (see photo 2 pages on.)
(Also, as it happens, the Hawke family is related to the Kenyon family.)

The following two pages were taken from the Kahui-Newall School 75" Jubilee
booklet, 1982, and were sourced by Margaret Cardiff:
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SCHOOL

In the spring of 1905, Mr. Alex Cassie brought his young family to the Upper Newall
Road and it was through his efforts that the Newall School came into being.

At that time Ralph was 17 and Jane 16 and there were three children of school age.
The Duckers who owned the mill across the road had one of school age.

The next school was at Warea about 7 miles away over dirty ‘roads’ in summer and
almost impassable mud in the winter, too far for his children to go to school.

The Wiremu Road had not yet been surveyed.

Let Mrs. Jessie Lancaster (nee Cassie) tell the story from her “Journal for Jane”
written for the family:

“You may be right, they do all seem happy,” agreed Mother, “but what about school now?”

“Yes, well, I’ve been thinking about that,” replied her husband. “Mr. Ducker tells me there
is a section a mile down the road — an education lease. If only we had a school and a teacher;
I think I’1l go to town tomorrow.”

True to his word he set forth next morning, after the milking, driving Tam in the gig, and
called on the Secretary of the Education Board. To his great satisfaction he found him quite
sympathetic and was told the Board would be able to supply equipment if a temporary
building could be put on the site, until the need arose for a permanent school. “But what about
a teacher?” asked the Secretary. “We are so short of teachers; can you think of anyone out
there who might suit?”

“Well,” said Father, scratching his thick matt of white hair. “There’s my daughter, Jane” —
though we always called her Jean — ““a very bright girl. She’s had almost two years at
secondary school and was to sit Matric. at the end of the year, but decided to come with us to
help on the farm.”

“That sounds a good idea,” said the Secretary, “and we’ll pay her at the rate of the school’s
grade. How many pupils will there be to begin?”

“Only four for a start,” said Father, “but a few more have already promised to come if we
have a school. Many go to the school down the coast road, which is further away.”

“That will be grade ‘O’,” said the Secretary, “and the salary will be eleven pounds
(22 dollars) a quarter.”

Without delay Father enlisted the aid of his good neighbour, who also had a boy of the same
age, called Carlin — this was an ancestral name.

These two men soon had the ‘school’ (a whare of Mr. Ducker’s not in use) erected
on the site.

As the promised equipment had not yet arrived by timber wagon, Jean called in her young
pupils — with a cow bell! The excited quartet, three Cassies and one Ducker, thus began their
education. Laboriously the young hopefuls, seated on packing cases, learned to make ‘pot
hooks’ on new and greasy slates- with slate pencils, all bought by Jean from the country store
at the end of their road down at the coast. There was much licking of pencil points but
gradually some progress was made and a welcome break was made for ‘playtime’. This was
the time for tasting the ‘sangwidges’ as the children called them — another novelty. More
lessons, counting this time, lunch with more to eat, some singing, the note given firmly by
Jean, a few rules for behaviour, and the school was over almost too soon they thought.
Walking home the new pupils decided school was not bad.

Gradually in two’s and three’s more pupils came and eventually the desks, a globe, a bell, a
blackboard, a tuning fork, an easel and chalks, together with a roll book, were sent to help
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Jean in her teaching efforts; but the packing cases were not abandoned as they were used for
games and for the smaller children to mount their horses.

Jean was a good teacher, in spite of her youth and inexperience, for she was by then a mere
sixteen, and she had no chance of any training before she began to teach. It was not long,
however, before she had different classes organised and their work beginning to show results.

One problem she had to contend with, however, with little improvement, was the late arrival
of some pupils who had to milk and do farm jobs before school. Some were so tired with
early rising that they fell asleep at their desks. It was no use trying to keep them in after
school for “We’ll be late for milking,” grumbled the late-comers. “Stay in at playtime then,”
countered Jean.

It is to her credit, that in spite of tender years, she coped with this and many other problems
with courage and good sense.

--1907 —

On February 4™ 1907 Miss Jane Cassie took sole charge of Newall School. There were 4
pupils. Stewart Cassie, Alexander Cassie, Carlin James Ducker, Jessie Cassie.

On February 18™, Frederick, Hazel and Freda Magan started, all of whom had been
previously attending Warea School. On July 11, James Francis Watt began in primer 1, so
the school year ended with 8 pupils.

On May 28™ Miss Cassie began the School ‘log’ with the first week’s entries:

May 28™: Wet and cold weather, but good attendance

May 29t The School was closed in order that the teacher might attend the Warea
School and observe the methods of teaching.

May 30™: Full attendance, good work, delightfully fine.

May 31 Full attendance. Clear fine day.

Newall School about 1908
Fred Magan (on pony at left), Jean Cassie (teacher), Alex Cassie on pony (right).
Left to right: Marjorie Jones, Jessie Cassie, Johanna Duggan, Annie Jones, Mary Jones, Jane Duggan, Millie Jones,
Mary Duggan, May Cassie.
Front row: Lucy Cooper, Tommy Duggan, Sam Jones, Jimmy Duggan, Ken Ducker, Carlin Ducker, Lil Cooper.
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CAPE EGMONT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY.

Taranaki Da|Iy News, 8 December 1906

In the evening the Ducker fa wily pm
vidal @ musical entertainment,

Fit FJ 3

RAHOTU.
Taranaki Daily News, 11 March 1907

Patterson  (encored). \ﬂf_ﬂlllimlll
ments were plyed by Mrs Ducker, and
violin obligaty by Ay Ducker, Miss. 4
.:hlltﬂi.: {\'il}li!] whiigdo by Mr Billow. ),

Taranaki Herald, 15 February 1907

Sawmlllers. Warea.

WANTED AT ONCE,—Bushmen and
Benchmen (married men preferred.)
Cottage and School near, Ducker Bros.,

881

Duckers Dam

PROVINCIAL NEWS.
Taranaki Daily News, 21 June 1907

The heavy rain on Driday caused the
rivers to llood, eansing considerable dam-
ae il some cases,  Messrs Dacker Dros,
dim was eavied away, also o hridge
and o lot of fimber.  Thig represents
a substaniial loss as well as of time

in repairing the damage that Das heen
done,  The brothers have just ahout
fimished putting in their turbine, 111&
were to have commenced culting Al
this week, but now they will have to
commence the work of vxing up the dam.

EDUCATION BOARD.
Taranaki Herald, 26 September 1907

The following were appointed to con-
stitute the Newa]l Road School Com-
mittee: —C. Magan, W. Rumball, J.
Ducker, A. €assie, and J. H. N. Watt.

Education Board
Taranaki Herald, 23 October 1907

Nawmll ]ﬁ d—That the committee be
t ‘the leage to Mr Duckar
u covenaht to fénce, and that

:E Borkd io hup tu ‘tomple
work ; to th
ﬁﬁ'ﬂb'é fﬂr* E ﬁcs ﬁmeﬂm'!'

a.nd ma‘tall: round
thas be ftone d ha“"k
informed “that the
Boaﬂl ﬂﬂeruut its Wway to make any
grant until such time as the perman-
ency of the attdndance is assured.

ﬂ‘c'.ll'afnilﬁg,

,nn
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PROVINCIAL NEWS. Ducker Bros.” Timber Yard

Taranaki Daily News, 29 October 1907 Taranaki Daily News, 11 December 1907
A concert and danee was Leld in the R

kall on Thursday evening in aid of the WAREJ.

Newell-road seliool fund,  There was a Messrs. Ducker DBros.” timber }"u.rdS:

very lavge attendance, the hall being wlich adjoin the hall grounmds, were

packed The following programme  was opened last week. A workshop is to be

given: — Insirumental selection, Ducker erected in the yards.

tamily; song, Miss Cassie;

BUSH FIRES. Taranaki Herald, 13 February 1908

A fire broke out on Mr Cassie’s farm
on Newall Road, inland from Wares,
yesterday, and spread across the ad-
jacent country. ‘It was feared Ducker’s
sawmill would be destroyed. Stacked
timber in the yards was burded.”

Lator in the day s fire occurred on
the Kabhui Road, add last night the
flames were working across towgrds

Ducker’s mill, which is in the vicinity.

Warea Taranaki Herald 19 February 1908

A messago received from Warea this
orning statod: News of the bush
8 in the Warea “distriot is very in-
efinite at present, - There is no’ news
rom Ducker’s mill, but the ‘gemeral
mpression is fhat it is safe, as there is
ery little around it to burn.. )
ewall Road School id in great danger,
nd it is expected nothing:can save it:
veral Warea residents tried to get
hrough to the scene of the fires ';t&
ero unable to do so. Yesterday the
oke was very thick, but -this: morn-

ng the mir was clearer.

It was later reported
(Taranaki Herald, 17 Feb 1908)
that:

“Mr. Cassie started a burn round
his house and yards. Corkill’s
burn was advancing, and the
amalgamated fires spread
towards Ducker’s Mill.....

... The dwelling there caught
three times but the flames were
extnguished. The fence around
the garden was partly burned and
a stack of about 5000 ft. of timber
was destroyed.”

But the fire continued...

HORTICULTURAL SHOW. SCHOOL COMMITTEES.
Taranaki Herald, 7 March 1908 Taranaki Herald, 1 May 1908

In the evening the Ducker family _ NEWALL.
played soveral gelections in a way whgch Messrs_ J. Ducker (chairman), A.
showed that the late fires had not im- | | Cassie, W. Rumball, N. Watt, 'C.
paired their efficiency. .| | Magon. B
WAREA.

Taranaki Herald, 20 May 1908

ing a want ip t

The hall has been seen ‘to and a shed' gsubstantial shed forseasoning the dress-
for ‘the copper has been erccted, which ed timber and a metalled road leads
will be a. great convenience for ladies ‘round the ‘stacks of timber, at which
whén preparing for the convivialities. farmers

The tipber. yard erected by Messrs The yards rre in' charge of Mr H. Pe
Ducker Bros. a&ilaom;t to the hall is fill- ham, who ic an acquisition both to the

e district. There is 8 proprietors and customers.

' earts are continnaliy loadin;i.

[
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PARIHAKA ROAD BOARD.
Taranaki Herald, 14 August 1908

Messrs Cassie and Ducker ¥etitioned
the Board to raise a loan of £600 to
make the top end of Newall Road. The
Board agreed to take the necessary

steps to raise the loan.

L~ i XLL

Ducker Bros. sawmill short of water
Taranaki Daily News, 4 March 1909

Messra Duehey Beos Tve cepsed snw-
mg Limber at their sawmill lately owing
to the seareity of waler in the Wharen
river, there ol being enough o drive
the machinery without daming the sjver

up over night, which they wsed to do, hot
the faxmill some nive miles down e
river could not get any water to sirip
until nearly midday, so this was soon
slopped,

TARANAKI COUNTY COUNCIL
Taranaki Daily News, 4 May 1909

RAHOTU.
Taranaki Herald, 16 July 1909

Alessrs. J. and A. Ducker wrote that]
they would pay traflic dues on all timber
carted over the county road for them
by Mr. ¥, Roebuck. -

The Ducker Bros. sent a donalion of
£35 for the repairs to Newall Read.

Page 3 Advertisements Column 4
Taranaki Herald, 22 July 1909

Page 3 Advertisements Column 3
Taranaki Herald, 6 September 1909

V'I"E.\'])F.RS will be qeecived up till
- July 30 for Serublimge and Fall-
me 100 acres more o1 less of bush on
Section 8B, Block 10, Cape, for Ducker
Bros., Newall Road.

Specitieations may be séon at Herald

Offiec and Timber Yard, Warea.

TUR SALE or To Let—Boarding
House, Okato; easy terms.—Ap-
ply to J. Ducker, Warea. d75e

Ducker Brothers head for Auckland for a holiday.

DISTRICT NEWS WAREA
Taranaki Daily News, 28 September 1909

Mesars. J. and A, Ducker, our local
gawmillers, left here on Monday, g:r;
ronte for Auckland, where they wﬂl

spend a short holiday.

FIRST MOTOR CAR IN THE DISTRICT.

WAREA.

Taranaki Herald, 1 November_1909

J Ducker, Lave

car.

Our local saw millers, Measrs, A. and
er, urchased
This is the first one to make its
appearance in the Wistrict.

a motor
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WAREA.
Taranaki Herald, 29 November 1909

Mr. J. Ducker, chairman, and Mr
Cassie, member of “the Newall
School Commitloe, waited on the Edu-]
cation Board on Wednesday last to ur
the beard to erect a new school, o
present building was erected by the
settlers themselves.~and is only a small
one. There are tweaty-two scholars
attending the school. and there is not
sufficient rcom for all.

DISTRICT NEWS  Warea Athletic Club
Taranaki Daily News, 14 March 1910

At midnight an execilent

much appreciated.  Mr R. Julian acted
as M.C.. while the music was provided

by the Ducker Family (violin, flute and

sapper -wn-'s handed round  and very piarm]. Tihe total door takingn‘ amount-

pd to close on £17.

Road Board

Taranaki Daily News, Volume LII, Issue 376, 29 April 1910, Page 1

PARIHAKA ROAD DISTRICT.

GENERAL ELECTION,

\ R. JAMES DUCKER, being the only
“ candidate nominated for the Wares
Ward, is hereby declared elected.

School Committee LOCAL AND GENERAL. Taranaki Daily News, 30 June 1910

the Newall school. . :

At a meeting of hnusehu?ers lield on
20th June, Messrs. J. Ducker (¢hairman),
A, Cassie, W, Rumball, T. Raven, and
0. Magon were elected a cammittee for

Sawmill
Page 1 Advertisements Column 6
Taranaki Daily News, 9 August 1910

and throughout August

ANTED — Men  for

bushfalling.
Apply Ducker Bros., Wyrea.

t.c
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Ducker Bros. upgrade to a “new and up-to-date motor car”

DISTRICT NEWS
Taranaki Daily News, 17 January 1911

WAREA.

a——
(¥rom Our Own Correspondent.)
Messrs Ducker Bros.. our loeal saw
mills have invested in o new and up-to-

date mofor ear.

From the collection of Ducker’s Mill memorabilia, Woolshed Museum, Newall Rd.

Thought to be Jim (jnr) and his sons in the front and wife Mary, the 2 daughters and
Mary’s Mother, Mrs Gill in the back. (Information from Margaret and Richard Cardiff)

They had bought their first car in 1909 (see previous page)

The littlest daughter Joyce was born in 1910 so this must be a photo of their new
second car, as reported above in 1911.
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PARIHAKA ROAD BOARD

Taranaki Daily News, 15 November 1910
Fol ]

REQUEST.

From Messrs, Alfred and James
PDucker and Frederick Old: *“We, the
undersizned ratepayers of the Upper
Puniho road, beg to draw your atten-
tion to the fact that during the last 12
years your Board has collected several
rates fram the undersigned, and none of
hese rates have been spent on the Puniho
road above the present road (Carring-
ton crossing), and it being now about
two years sinee the bridge across the
Stoney river was opened, which gave a
much shorter route to the Okato sale-
yvards, ete., and this being our main
road, we specinlly request your Boara
to allocate and spend all the rates col-
ected on the Upper Puniho road above
the Carrington road crossing; and we
further request that a separate account
be kept of the receipts and expenditure
pf the said Upper Puniho road.

It was decided to ask the Werekino

Road Board to adopt the request of the

ratepayers,

NEWAL ROAD SCHOOL.

Mr. Ducker asked the Bosrd for per-
mission to take earth off a corner of the
road for filling required at the school.
He put in a letter from Mr. Murray, o1
the Public Works Department, who was
agrecable to the filling being taken, pro-
vided it was not taken from below the
road level, and the Parihaka Read Board
raised no objection.—Tlie consent of the |
Board was granted. !

ALLOCATION OF RATES,

Messrs. Young, Ducker and Willeox'
were appointed a committee to go into
the matter of allocating where the rates
should be spent, the committee to meet
on the 23rd and report to the Board.

Alfred Ducker meets another “nasty accident”

Taranaki Daily News, 10 December 1910

(From Cur Qwn Correspondent).

Mr, Alfred Ducker, one of our local
sawraillers, met with & nasty accident
last Wednesday meek while working in
the bush. It appears he had just started
work after dinner, and had felled a tree,

which, I understand, came back and
struck another one, falling on Mr Ducker,
breaking one of his legs. He was taken
in to New Plymouth for medical atten-
tion and it is hoped that he will soon be
able to get about again,

Bush Fires Raging (very lengthy article reporting bush fires)

Taranaki Daily News, 14 February 1911
Bush fires again threaten Ducker’s mill.

Boarding House for rent
Page 1 Advertisements Column 6
Taranaki Daily News, 22 April 1911

0 LET—Boarding-house, Okato; 1
rooms; all conveniences. Rent, £1

per week. Immediate entry if required.
Please apply J. Ducker, Warea., B
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DISTRICT NEWS. Social event

Taranaki Daily News, 24 June 1911

ily. The programme was as follows:—
Selection, Ducker family: song, sehool
‘hildren; reeitation, €. Magon; song, S,
assic; recitation, L. Smith and M.
Jones; song, Mary Duggan and I, Cassie;
eictation, F. Magon and C. Ducker;
ong, six sehool girls; song, Miss Cassie.
he school prizes having been distribut-
d, the floor was cleared for daneing.
he new school being a fairly large
nilding, there is ample room for a pood
ance, At about midnight an excellent
upper was handed round. Dancing was
<ept going till an early hour on Satur-

lﬁt; morning. Mr. R, Julian acted as

HOUSEHOLDERS' MEETINGS
Taranaki Daily News, 27 April 1912

Newall.—Messrs, W, Rumball (chair-
mﬂt, Caasjve, Ducker, Magon, and Smith,

DISTRICT NEWS
Taranaki Daily News, 26 June 1912

- WAREA,

The spinsters and bachelors held their
annual ball on Thursday night, and the
hall was erowded, although the dance
had been postponed from the night be-
fore, owing to the wet weather. The
music supplied was excellent, the Ducker
family providing it. The splendid supper
that had been catered for by May’s, of
New Plymouth, was very much appre-
ciated at mid-night. Messrs R. Julian
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Sale of Ducker’s Mill

DISTRICT NEWS.
Taranaki Daily News, 28 January 1913

—— e ——

WARFA.

I understand  that  Meszrs  Ducker
Bros., our local sawmillers. have sold
their mill and timher rights to AMe, Bor-
vess, of Tlawke's Bay.  Mr. Burgess will
probably (ake possession at the end of
Fobruary,

After Ducker’s Mill was sold it continued in use until it was burned down in 1928.
It is said that the fire was started by children who were cooking potatoes in the
sawdust heap. The mill was never replaced. (Barbara Williams)

DISTRICT NEWS.
Taranaki Daily News, 14 February 1913

Messrs, Ducker Bros” held a elearvine
sale of timber at their Toeal vards on
Tuesday.  Satisfactory prices were pogl.
tsed. It is understood that Mr. Bhroess,
their sueeessor, will not lave a vard in
the township, '

SCHOOL COMMITTEES.
Taranaki Daily News, 7 May 1913

NEWALL. |
At Newall road Messrs W. Rumball
(chairman), A. Cassie, J. Ducker, A, E
Magon and W. B, Smith were elected.

EGMONT COUNTY COUNCIL.

Tgfanaki Daily News, 16 March 1914

Messry J. and A. Ducker forwarded
advice for the National Bank of New
Zealand that £400 was at the disposal
of the county for work on the Car-
rington road. This was moncy which!
the settlers had guaranteed to advance
go 48 to enable wark to be proceeded
with pending receipt of loan money

rom the (Gavernment
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World War 1
Taranaki Daily News, 18 May 1915

A. Ducker on a list of volunteers

EIGHTH REINFORCEMENTS.
Taranaki Daily News, 24 August 1915

'NORTH TARANAKI'S QUOTA.

MEN FAREWELLED AT NEW ]
PLYMOUTH.

Members of the Eighth Reinforced
ments were accorded a most enthusiastic.
send-off at the local station last night.

The Territorials, Railway Reserve, and
Rifle Club mustered at the drill hall int
strong force, Headed Dby the Citizens''
Band, the recruits, followed by the Ter.'
ritorials and Riflemer, marched to the!
station, via Devon and Brougham Streets,
Near the railway bridge a plaiform had
been improvised, and from {this point
speeches were delivered by the member
for the distriet (Mr. H. J. Okey), Rev.
A, B. Chappell, and the Mayor (Mr. J. 1%
Wilson}., There was a large erowd, nume
hering between three and four thousand,
and the proceedings were marked by
great enthusiasm. Indeed, it was the
most enthusiastie function witnessed in
New Plymouth since the war broke out.

Mr. Okey referred to the splendid re.
sponse of Taranaki, and especially New
Plymouth, to the call to arms. They
may not, he said, be the first in the way
of paying handsomely for Belgian flags,
but he thought they were among the
first with men, He referred briefly fo
the splendid response of all parts of the
Empire to the call, and the way the
colonia)s had sustained the glorious tra-
ditions of the race. He hoped the troop-
ers going forth would uphold the good
name of the men who had gone before,
and. above all. to nlav the mame.

MOUNTED RIFLES.

Vew Flymouth Men—Tan W. Pott, £

ﬂvegﬁore. ¢, H. Knight, F. W
, 0. J. Medway. .

:;x]’:{ham-—ﬂ. H. Tate, J. 8. P. O'Neill

[nglewood—D. R. Gyde, F. L. Cumber

d, A. C. Kegi. . Thqmas, W, J

mpbell, J. Smith, g, D. Kidd,

Okato—A. Ducker.

Omata—G. Lepper.

Puniha—J. E. Shore.

DISTRICT NEWS.
Taranaki Daily News, 6 October 1915

NEWALL ROA

(Fro Our Own Correspondent).

A very successiul danee was held i
the Nowall Road Hall on Wednesday
the 28th ult. The dance was organisod
by the sehool ehildven, and o very laree
erowd turned np. there being hardly
standing room,  The door takings, wiil

donations, amounted to £3, a record for
the hall.  The duties of doorkeeper wnd
MY were capably earried out by Master
Sam Jones and Mr. Ted. Smith respee-
tivelv.  The Ducker {amily supplied the
musie in {heir vsnal eapable manner,
The proceeds of the dance will go to-
wards providing o Christmas treat for
the troops at the Dardanelles.
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CONCERT AT OKATO.
Taranaki Daily News, 30 September 1916

CONCERT AT OKATO

A SUCCESSFUL ATFFAIR.

The eoncert held on Thursday night
ot Okato in aid of a fund for helping
the wounded members of the Legion of
Frontiersmen proved an unqualified sue

“Lasea.” A bountiful supper was then
dispensed, tlie ladies in eharge of this
department heing Mesdames  Fracer-
Jones, 1. Ducker, A. Muir, Burgess and

which, with sweets, were sold by hittle
Misses Dorothy and Lois Fox, Phyllis
and Olive Street, Kleanor Ducker, Ruth
Harding, Betty Hawkins, Olga Aroa,
Masters Fred Hill and Pat Hawkins,

Misses Cassie (2). Mrs Strect and Miss realising over £3. Theakings at the

Sterry made a number of b}l_tt_nll-]ggl_e_s, door were £18 103, and To this must

Fire again at Newall Rd. Ducker four-roomed cottage destroyed and James

Ducker’s ten-roomed dwelling threatened.
LOCAL AND GENERAL.
Taranaki Daily News, 6 February 1917

The settlers on Newall Road spentk
three anxjous davs last  weelk, pm«,'
Leeting  their homes from a bush I‘l*{i._
One fonr-roomed  cottase, owned by!
Ducker Bros.. and u-:cupieﬂ by one o
their employees, Mr. I, Burgess, and his
family, was destroyed ecarly on Satur-
flay mm‘mng The house was insured fon'
€190 in the National Office, and the,
furniture for €75 m the  Vietoria.
(Miee. A building ewned by Gill Dres,,!
and forwerly used as a i]’lll_'_h i'nctnﬂ'_h
wis also :h‘-atrmml by fire. 1t was iy’
cured in the Phoenix office for €30, My,
I. Ducker’s ten-roemed dwelling  was
also in danger, but fortunately rain fely
at the n-rht tmm iy

Sheep Shearers wanted at Newall Rd.

Page 1 Advertisements Column 4
Taranaki Daily News, 12 December 1918

WANTEB, immediately—Two Good
Shearers; machines used; 1000

sheep. Apply J. Ducker, Newall Road.
Okato. d.w.

HOUSEHOLDERS' MEETINGS.
Taranaki Daily News, 21 April 1919

Newall Road—W. Eumball (chairman), I
“mr' ﬂi. Luﬂkm. I‘.vt “‘m“,’ ‘fn B‘r mmt -
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1920 The Ducker Brothers’ Farm is sold.

Page 8 Advertisements Column 7
Taranaki Daily News, 16 June 1920

NEWALL ROAD, WAREA,

WEDNESDAY, 16th JUNE.

——

NEWTON KING

AS been fiavored with instructions
from Messrs. Ducker” Bros., wha
have sold their farm, to sell by auction,

WITHOUT RESERVE=
40.0 GOOD LAMBS

130 mixed apged ewes {in lamb)
T 2/4 teoth rams
57 yearling steers
8 yearling heifers
20 2-year steers
2 cows [ip} milk}
2 draught mares
1 harness mare
1 G-year draught gelding, unbroken
1 4-year do colt, unbroken

8/L plough, disc and chain harrows,
sledge, 2 jacks, carpenter’s bench
and tools, circular saw and spindle,
2" erow bars, 1 ton chain block,

hammer and wedges, 23 sheets iron,
wheelbarrow, milk ecart and har-
ness, gig and harness, pony eart, 3
saddles, Indders, garden tools, lawn
mower, chains, collars, hames, ete.
D/B gun,; quarter ton manure, 125
hinau posts. '

Household furniture, incl..ding: leather

dining suite, 2 duchess sets, dining
table, bedsteads, chmirs, bevelled
mirror, mirror front wardrobe,
book shelves, marble top tables,
mangle, kitchen utensils, linoleums
and useful sundries.

WITH SLIGHT RESERVE:

Gig, pony and harness, and sideboarg

On account of MESSRS. CASSIE
BROS., who have given up dairying:—

Spring cart (nearly new), heavy sp‘ring

dray, milk waggon (22ewt), 2 fac-

tory horses, 12 milk cans,

LUNCHEON PROVIDED.

SALE AT 12 O’'CLOCE.

Photograph taken in 1979 by Eleanor (Girlie) Cardiff.

Sourced by Margaret Cardiff.

The mill was sold in 1913 and the farm sold in 1920. It is not clear when the Ducker
Bros. left Newall Rd. but probably some time after April 1919.

Evidently they first moved to this house on Carrington Street, New Plymouth.

(See photograph above.)
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The Ducker Brothers now shifted to Waipipi, near Waiuku

Munwai
Auckland
Piha
v
Papakura Fil
Karaka T
Miranda
Pukekohe
Waiuku %}

New Zealand Herald, 4 August 1921
Westfield Fat Stock Market

90
fircs_ Waintbi £19 78 6ar"

Messrs. Ducker

Messr. Ducker Bros., Waipipi, appear regularly in stock sale advertisements at this
time.

Pukekohe & Waiuku Times, 9 February 1923
A Waipipi Request.

Mr J. Ducker, Waipipt, drew at-
tention. to the state of the road
known as the back road past Mr W.
Hamilton’s property. He urged that
immediate attention be given to
same. MHe added that Kelland's cor-
ner roaml required repairs, as dz}m-
age had been done by recent rains.
—Referreq to Cr Melisop and the
engineer to attend to,

Les Ducker remembers when he and one of his brothers travelled from their farm at
Opotiki to stay with their Uncle James, and cousins, at Waipipi, Waiuku.

(It must have been prior to 1924 when his father Frank sold up and took Les and his
brothers, and his prize cattle, to Fiji.)

They made most of the journey by train, a long way in those days. However the stay
was short. Les and his brother were given access to a pool table that their cousin
Duckers had, and perhaps as a result of some “fooling around” one of them managed
to put a cue through the “cush.” Evidently James jnr. was not impressed with Frank’s
boys and shortly after that they returned to Opotiki.
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New Zealand Herald, 17 February 1923

relatives who sympathised with
their recent snd bereavement:
ters, cards. telegrama,
received.
J. Ducker.

MR. AND MRS, HAROLD McDONALL,
of Waipipi, desire to thank all fnetizlds nnd
also for let-
and ﬁcml emblemns
Special thu.nka are tendered to Mr,

em in

Pukekohe & Waiuku Times, February 1924

Road Work.
J..and A, Ducker, Waipipi,

tween Pukeroa Lake gate

kev-Gleeson Road, and

rates.—Engineer and riding

to give an easier grade.

drew at-
tention to the wvery sleep grade on
the Waipipi-Kohe Kohe back road be-
and the
cream stand on the bhack end of Die-
requesting
that same”be improved oul of their
member
to inspect -and if possible secure land

Auckland Star, 7 March 1924

THE WAIPIPI DROWNING.

BODY RECOVERED

AFTER FIVE DAYS
The hodr of Eric Castle Adams. ihe
voung Aucklander who was drowned
whiie fishing at Waipipt  on Sunday
morning last, was recovered vesterday
afterncon, by Mr Carlin Ducker, the
man with whom deceased was fishing

at the time of the fatality.

Mr Ducker,
rescue deceased before he finally
peared, has been
searching operations ever
practically
vesterday

since.

he noticed the Dbody

helping with
He has
never left the heach,
floating

who made an attempt to

disap-
the

and

some distance from the shore. He swam

out and hrought
Deceased was the
Mr.
Road, Remuera.
A prelminary inquest was ope

18-year-old

it hack to land

son of

and Mrs. Charles Adams, of Omahu

ned at

Waiuku this morning, for identification

purposes,

after which it was adjourned.

NZ Truth , 9 December 1926

(extract)

Financial Reviews

9 miles from Waiuku.

nominal capital 18 £65,000 in £1
shares of which £4660 are to be
issued as fully paid to the ‘vendors
and the remaining £50, 350 ia‘to be
issued to the public.

Among the assets. acquired by th!a
company is" the flaxmill and cutting
rights of the Walpipl Flax Mill, Ltd.,
which recently commanced opemtions
on part of the property now baing ‘ac-
quired.

 Manukau Perpetual Flax Co., Ltd.

-The Manukau Perpetual Flax Co., Ltd., has been registered in
Auckland for the purpose of acquiring some 2038 acres of flax bear-
ing land situated on the west coast of the Auckland provmce, some

! The total . cpnsideration being paid
for the plant and cutting rights is
1£3650 and for the goodwill of a, lea.sa
from Ducker Bros, £500,

1 It 18 worthy of note that whilst the
-value of the freehold property. heing
acquired from other vendors 'is vouched
ifor by an independent valuator there is
no such support lent to the transaction
'‘with-the Walpipl Flax Mill, Ltd. .

* This wr1ter views this omission
'seriously. T T ‘
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Auckland Star, 19 March 1927

Waiuku Horticultural Society
Prizes won by Mrs. J Ducker.

WAIUKU GOLF CLUB.
Auckland Star, 9 August 192'7 )

beat Miss Herrold, Mrs. Ha

heat Mies Austin,

b i LA | ar: k=l

rkness beat
Herrold, Miss Ducker heat Miss Arkle, Mrs.
Colbeck beat Mlss J. Ducker, Miss Barriball
gﬁlisf, Hl:ll_i*ran beat Mrs.

SFIIELE

Mrs.

Over the next 7 or 8 years there appear scores of reports of golf club activities,
always referring to “Ducker”, “Miss Ducker”, Miss J Ducker” later “K. Ducker.”

Evidently Joyce and Kenneth® were keen golfers, possibly also one of the older male
Duckers. There are no newspaper reports of C. Ducker (Carlin) in relation to golf,
and no mention at all of Miss E. Ducker (Eleanor) during the time in Waiuku.

James Ducker has a car accident.
New Zealand Herald,, 1 October 1928

COLLISION NEAR WAIUKU.

RIDER'S SERIOUS INJURIES.

" WAIUKU, Sunday.
A collisibn between a motor-cycle ridden
by Mr. John Scott, of Princes Street,
Pukekohe, and a motor-car driven by Mr.
J. Ducker, of Wainkv, cccurred on the

Waipipi Road, near the outskirts of

Waiuku, yesterday morning. Mr. Scott
was thrown violently from the eycle and
sustained a compound fracture of the leg
and a broken wrist. He was also rend-
ored unconscious, '

WAIUKU NEWS. Auckland Star, 14 May 1925

Saturdary resulted —

HIiIl kicked a penalty goal,
notched a
Ducker seored for the losers,
5 M Chartflelid

Wainkua Rugby Union matches played on

Juniors —Tevera 6, heat Pirates 3. [T
and 8
try for the winners,
Nieferoe

Carlin played rugby.

Jones
whilat
Alr

WAIUKU SUMMER SHOW. Cut flowers. Auckland Star 19 November 1925

Following is the prize list: —

Cut Flowers,—

dendrons : Mrs. Ducker, 1

The seventh summer show of the Waluky
H. and I. Soclety was held In the Towy
Hall yesterday, in fine weather,

Azaleas: Miss B. MeXNaughton, 1. Rhbodo-
Miss Ducker,

Mrs. (Mary) and
sometimes Miss Ducker
appear in the newspaper
regularly at horticultural
shows, often winning
many prizes.

%8 Carlin, Kenneth, Eleanor and Joyce are the children of James jnr and Mary Ducker.
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NEEDS OF WAIUKU.

New Zealand Herald, 26 August 1929

Stallworthy replied

NUMERQUS REQUESTS MADE.

[BY TELEGRAPH.—OWN COERESPONDENT.]
WAIUKU, Sunday.

A deputation, leaded by Mrs. Ducker,
Mrs. A. Duthie and Miss Duthie, asked
tho Minister's advice on the establish-
ment of Plunket work in Waiunku,
that if the Town
Board would provide a ladies’ rest room it
could also be used as a Plunket room. He

It is also noticeable as we move
into the 1930’s , that women
were becoming more often the
subject of newspaper reports,
and publicly playing a
leadership role in the
community.

A, Mary Ducker was an active
member of the Waiuku
community, in the Women’s
Institute and Plunket societies.

PLUNKET SOCIETY.
New Zealand Herald, 20 June 1930

WAIUKU INSTITUTE.
Auckland Star, 24 February 1931

The following officers were elected for
the ensuing year :—DPresident, Mrs. Bloom-
field; vice-presidents, Mesdames Ducker
and James; sccretary, Mrs. N, R. Me-

The February meeting of the Waiuku
Waomen's Institute was held on Friday,
Mrs. Ducker (vice-president) presiding
over an attendance of 28.

WAIUKU PLUNKET SOCIETY
New Zealand Herald, 15 April 1931

WOMEN'S INSTITUTES.
New Zealand Herald, 29 June 1932

was elected in her place, The following
are office-hearers for the year:—Vice-
presidents, Mesdames Bloomfield  and
Ducker; sceretary, Mrs. N. R. McElwain;

Mrs. Ducker gavé an account
of the activities of the gardenirg circle,
while Miss Clynes reported on the debat-
ing and dramatic circle.

Waiuku Saleyards Stock Sale 1940
WaiukuNew Zealand Herald, 8 May 1940

Waiuku Saleyards StockSale

Stock for sale on behalf of J. Ducker.

Ducker Brothers Timeline

James Ducker jnr had married Mary Gill in 1899.

1899/3920 Mary Frances Louisa Gill

James Ducker

(Taranaki Herald 9" Jan 1900 records that the wedding day was 19 Dec 1899)

Mary Frances Louisa Ducker appears for the first time on the 1905 electoral roll, at

Newall Rd, as the wife of James Ducker jnr.

The 1919 electoral roll lists the Ducker brothers in Newall Rd, Warea.
The next electoral roll, 1928, lists the Ducker Brothers farming in MakGills Rd,

Waiuku, in the Franklin District.

Throughout the years, until 1946, the electoral roll always lists Alfred (single) living
at the same address as his younger brother James.

However Alfred is listed again in 1954 this time at his own home in Miro St.,
Inglewod, retired — and now married (to Amelia Ashton O’Carroll.)
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Alfred and James jnr. Ducker Electoral Roll

1896 Frankey Rd
e EyE PN . : — ,

t.').' I)t)“ll.“ o'.“ll'l lll')"‘.\‘“, “Q'“ |bl(\('k' wile U' .,“"“ l)'.W“_Q, r('-"i'l"“tiul
‘-:;-5 Ducker, Janws, junior, Frankley Road, machinist, residential

"'_'-1 l’ll-“t‘_\‘, Mary, Opunake, domestie duties, resident al

1900 Frankley Rd

1187 | Drory, William, Molesworth Street, carter, residential

1188 | Ducker, Alfred, Prankley Road, machinist, residential

1189 | Ducker, Eleanor Wright, Irankley Road, domestic duties, residential
1100 | Dacker, Ernest, Frankley Road, cooper, resilential

1191 | Ducker, James, Frankl+y Read, joiner, residential

1192  Ducker, Jaw es, janior, Frankl y Road, machinist, residential

1103 Dadley. B iward J hn, Opunake, contractor, residential

1905 Newall Rd.

1349  Drury, JATCS, JRCCT fvomay mrwspy

1350 Ducker, Alfred, Newall Road, machinist

1351 Ducker, James, jr., Newall Road, machinist _ ;

1352 Ducker, Mary Frances Louisa, Newall Road, wife of James Ducker jr.
- Iecbooeth Annie. Hawera, wife of W. A. Duckworth

1911

“n;’-* l)!‘}-li'll. “;\\iv;. ]” "JI'\ .\.Il‘u'l. l'..hll:l + hhonrer
H20—Ducker., Mired, Newall Roald, lu;u"ai!:‘i'\l ralazos

1630 Ducker, James, autor, Newall Road, Waren. sawmiller

T —Iheker, Lilin, Newall Rowd, Warea, married

12— Dueker, Moy Pravees Lomise, Newall Road, Wiarea, wmarrield
!'--’»-'i !_'lu_i_i\\nll\‘_. I‘I-l‘_i'lil‘l'_il A|~: .llnl'.u, \lv-v-rcv;o. I{llh:nn. Iul'lm'r.

1912

1349  Drury, JAmes, SKREET TToms mwwepes w
1350 Ducker, Alfred, Newall Road, machinist

1351  Ducker, James, jr., Newall ‘Road,' machinist ks
1352 Ducker, Mary Frances Louisa, Newall Road, wife of James Ducker r.
riaa  Duckworth, Annie, Hawera, wife of \W. .-\.r Duckworth

1914
|1il|7—“|'.\'llrll. David, 10 Tath Strcet, BT, momrey
s Delor, Alfved, Newall Road, nrehinist

00— Dicker, dames, jnnr. Newall Rosed, Waren, sawmiller

1310—Dueker, Mary Franees Lonisi, Newall Road, Warei, married

1311 —Duekett, Hingh Ceell, Opnnake Roal, Awatana Fast, fanmer
. ) PRITE einetes Boodd Asentuns st myrried

1919

88— DIruwry, ITa S TN, Comrprmmy e
}gsg_lhu-kv;'. Alfred, .\vwgﬂl Ruu'd. machinist, )
1990 — Ducker, Fleanor Wright, Frankley Road, married.
1991 — Ducker, James, jun., Newall lhn)t‘, W\ area, sawmiller, .
19652—Ducker, Mary Frances Louisa, Newall Ioad, Okato, domestic.
1993—Duckett, Frank, Norfolk Road, Miro, farmer,
el a3 A, 1

L aanhrey. Mangorei Road, engineer.

—
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Farming at Waiuku

1928
A y .‘. PR O WA,
glﬂB—l)rylmul. Percival Wembush, Weymouth, Manurews. labourer.
2109—Ducker. *Mfred. MakGills Road. Wainkn. farmer.

2110—Duck v, Aifred Kenneth. MakGiils Road. Waivku, farmer
2110 Duck 1. Carlin James. Waipipi. farmer. .
2112—Dacker. James. MakGills Road. Wainku, farmer.

2113 Ducker. Mary Frances Louisa. MakGills Road. W
AR R !’ul!. Perey Richard, Colombo Road, Waiuku, ca

Ny -

anku, merried,
rrier,

1935

8051—Ducker, Alfred, Newall Road, Okato, Latncr,
ongd—Duckworth, Charles William, Uhawe Brach, Ilm\_cl"u, salesman,

2178—Duck, Dorie Lilian, G o T 7% Crummrs =y
g {7 Maokeills Road. Wainku Farmer

9170 — Ducker. Alfred, Makgilis Road, AW . Farmer.

i::‘t?l :):::t:: /\Il:vd Kerneth, Makgills Road, Waiuku, Farmer.

2181 - Ducker. Carlin ].\mm.“\\’.n‘i‘uku'. |&\an1n1r. o

214 cker. James. Makgills Road, Wanuku, Favmer. -

‘?"l.'zl‘ !::'ul‘:‘c: '\;I::‘\ I"r.llnc"is Lounisa. Makgills Road, W aiuku, Married

a1 swele Yominion Road. Papakura. Married.
2181 Duerden, }m_\. I“q!;:n on Road, Papakata, TR o

1938

199 Deamemeonad, Tolin, Stent WomT, Warea, Tanonmer
1'M7T Dacker, Mived, Newall Road, Okato, farmer
1995 Dackett, Hhagh Ceoitly Asatnnn, |.ul;l|l0'l'

2102 i band, Riss Benjamin, C o Colin Ciark. Kavaka, labourer.

2165 - Ducker, Alived, Makgills Road. Waiuku, farmer,

216 =Ducker. Altved Kenneth, Waipipi Road, Wainku, farmer,

2165 Ducker. Carlin James, Wainku, farmer.

2100 Dacker, Tames, Moakeills Boomd, ook, tavmer,

2167 -Doecker, Mary Franeis Lonisa, Makeills Road. Wainku, married.
2168 Duckworth, Anma Franees My, Masaey Road, Manorewa, widow.

1946

1T Dy Tand, TRoss Ty mammrmes o —
:‘l;:- :':n\nlk:':‘ Alfred, Makgill's Ru.ul.. F\ mn\u.\l\.l “";\-L ok
"H"() Ducker. Alfred Kenneth, Waipip I(mgl. .l;\l n.. i‘lk..r
‘3]"'7. Dack 'T. Leslic Basham, Aka Aka. Wainku, sharemitker.
SLi{=— R, L

31 78— Ducker. Mary Francis Louisa. \ ainku, widow,

ink ed.

illive Je. Aka Aka, N atnki, marriee | Bl

'“.N ~"||l"u-r: \hl(l:;.,:‘;“\“":'::"..‘ \l‘(\mlkull anl. |'|lk1‘k"'|"- .-.\m‘m.l.l\' ::\nn'lpﬂ
:‘umd|h'+'.‘""’". .AM Frances Mary, Massey Road, Manurewa, widow.

s mw il

002 - Ducey, W AN DeTmr g A P

g:::‘.‘___ Ducker, Alfred, Miro Strect, Inglewond, retived o
‘m:‘.& . Ducker, Amelin Ashton, Mire Street, Iu‘ulv\\mul. HTENT
UV s $ & 5 3 ivorle Qarrie

05— Duckett, B"“-\ ‘“M“!'.!h}:‘h.“'nl.l.‘.‘l sl faviner

1954

2039—Ducey, William Bernard, Whangamomona, labourer
2040--Ducker, Alfred, Miro St. Inglewood, retired
2041—Ducker, Amelia Ashton, Miro St. Inglewood, married
20942—Duckett, Frank, Norfolk Rt'l. Inglewo |, fm"m.er.

IS i it v v H
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Meanwhile, back in Newall Rd....

The Woolshed dances: “fastest dance floor on the coast..’

‘MC"GMJ\ chw A QACK-&»/‘ Z&m@ﬁdi
cfwﬂcg(w SR ) e o —
S /5 Jga—éi ~ G4 9/»@/4-:4/ ‘
y‘mj: M /E’&MM i 9] :
e Tmachs, //m Bl oy ik
Ot g 5 mprosm oo olsangs /\&L{\,Zq
'[471‘3"”\ oo ffar anen 0o A F s ,ngefL
Mo obesbolee drid ool s vk ¥ |
/Dé/gca—ék é«v fumovy R J—c—wv\ck»«md eln*%é
1952 @heboded amoreel Ao [resmnt Amgam
§ aef ole ok

Notes from the collection of Bradley Walter

D et

The builders of Duckers Woolshed shed would have been James jnr. and Alfred.

In 1958 the woolshed building was moved from near the river, to the roadside where
it is now, a drier site and close to the newly supplied electricity to the area.

It is seldom used for dances now, but is still an events venue.
(From notes by Margaret Cardiff 2015.)

Children of James jr. and Mary Frances Louisa Ducker (nee Gill)

NZ BDM Online
1901/1766 Ducker  Carlin James Mary Francis Louisa James
1903/10657 Ducker  Kenneth Alfred Mary Francis Louise James
1909/3136 Ducker  Eleanor Bradley Mary Frances James
1910/21660 Ducker  Joyce Miriam Mary F James

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 160


mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

(From the memorabilia held at the Woolshed museum, NaII Rd.)
Photograph probably around 1911

L to R back row: Alfred, Mrs. Gill (Mary’s mother), James jnr.,

L to R front row James snr., Eleanor, Mary and the four children.

The girl on the far right is probably Olive, the eldest daughter of Frank Ducker, who
was brought up by her grandparents James and Eleanor above.

Death of James Ducker jnr
New Zealand Herald, 17 May 1943

DUCKER.—On May 16, 1943, at his
tesvdenrce, Tanranzaroru Boad, Waiuku, James,
dearlv-loved hushand of Mary F. I.. Ducker,
and loved father of Carlin, Ken, Eleanor and
Jovee; ared 67 years. Funeral will leave his
late residence to-day (Monday) at 3 p.m. for
the Waiuko Cemetery.

Alfred married Amelia (Minnie) Ashton O’CARROLL in 1945 when he was then
in his 70’s. It is said that they had been childhood sweethearts, and that they married
when Minnie was widowed. Minnie died in 1958.

Death of Alfred Ducker
Alfred died at Waiuku on 11™ Jul 1960. NZ BDM Online.

1960/29331 ||Ducker |Alfred 86Y
k: _,?

=
ok
b

NZ Herald 15" July

Found among
documents left by
Brad Ducker
(Alfred’s nephew.)
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Ducker (Cenotaph Database)

Full Name
Forename(s)
Surname

War

Serial No.

First Known Rank

Next of Kin

Marital Status
Enlistment Address
Military District

Body on
Embarkation
Embarkation Unit

Embarkation Date

Place of
Embarkation
Transport

Vessel
Destination

Page on Nominal
Roll
Archives NZ source

Sources Used

Alfred Ducker

Alfred

Ducker

World War I, 1914-1918
11/1686

Trooper

James Ducker (father), Frankley Road, New
Plymouth, Taranaki, New Zealand

Single
Newall Road, Okato, New Zealand

Wellington

7th Reinforcements
Wellington Mounted Rifles
9-Oct-15
Wellington, New Zealand
HMNZT 32
HMNZT 33
HMNZT 34

Aparima or Navua or Warrimoo
Suez, Egypt

200

Military personnel file

Nominal Rolls of New Zealand Expeditionary Force
Volume I.

Wellington: Govt. Printer, 1914-1919

Apparent age : 4‘1 years

Description of et . 'L{;{.— ~<

.
on Enlistment,

months., Distinctive marks, and marks indicating ««

To be determined according to the instructions given o the Kegu. peculiarities or previous disease, R
. Iattons for Army Medical Service
it 5— W ew ,{:,.,',- 2....;.. A..,-;’ (- (een Gl
i’
Weiwhy ”.ﬁ af /r\-!' [ Aaileaipse & ~aves]
Chest 1 Mimum ;‘ inches
measurement : { Afavimum 7oA = taake
Complexion .
Colour of eyes é\-&é) -gm
Colour of hair .\‘:? B:M “‘. ts-’.&’{c.‘

Religious profession

0«(-.{?-{!,6._4. ¢

Alfred’s entire war service, from August 1915 to March 1919 was in Egypt.
He was discharged in 1919 with a minor disability.

162
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http://muse.aucklandmuseum.com/databases/general/searchResults.aspx?mode=drilldown&dataset=TroopShips&searchfield=AdvancedTransport&searchValue=HMNZT%2032
http://muse.aucklandmuseum.com/databases/general/searchResults.aspx?mode=drilldown&dataset=TroopShips&searchfield=AdvancedTransport&searchValue=HMNZT%2033
http://muse.aucklandmuseum.com/databases/general/searchResults.aspx?mode=drilldown&dataset=TroopShips&searchfield=AdvancedTransport&searchValue=HMNZT%2034
http://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=20999015

W i
: i ._‘ )
e on 7> S
WK W
v. i "
Vo k 2 ]
" " U . ‘ .
o " % i
” - -':K_' S
«
- €
Fonen PENSIOW.
’ Quesiions 3, ™4, 52 asd B will be snemcrad culy 1o case of dgebarge |
20. Docs she Board recommend that the soldier bo J
1 considered for a pousion? | by
If no pensiou recomuended, briefly state the resson ... /
.
Arawer b 21, 1o the opinion of 1 Board the soldier's capacity
."J“-..,’:,:::_"' ¢« earning a fall livelihood 10 the general Iabour market {
o) Net s dossened ab present ',\ FI
O - J
15 Cnariey
' .kl.u . The Board i of tho opiniou that the disability
:‘:“":""' \ull vontinue in the dogree noted —
o) " Tly ' » :
ampant, . 1 :-rmnucxxu) oo
by (b.) For an estimated perisd of months,
- oo J/
Vot et whiad when tho seals of pension (i granted) should P q '
L RL ST come u!, Yor revision =3 “d ’ v
1. The Bownd, having asscinbicd pursiant to onser, 1
procond o examine the above naiad so Whier, and find
that be has boon sutfenng from
Drasiity (@) Onginal disabilbty - N=3ILITY
Shraties o be
i 1o thie
(5.) Was the original disability, 1n the opinion ol
the Boand, duo 10 causes exist m,. prior to
enlistinent 7 : ! oo n
(a) Hervditary
(b)) Aoquired o
(¢) Specific cause ~@trada of Active Fervioe
—(Infoction).
(d) Consequant disabalitios -
~ORN 2. Progress Complaing of musoular r.eumatism
ey voti aisulisrs, Carilac semtisd

9cadition good

(From digital files in NZ Archives.)
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Elizabeth Ducker

The youngest of the children of James and Eleanor Ducker, Elizabeth was born in
Bargate, Caistor, Grimsby, Lincoln, on July 5 1878.%°

When and Name, if any Sex  Name and surname = Name, surname and Occupation Signature, description and When Signature of
where born of father maiden surname of father residence of informant registered registrar
of mother
’W ; : Ty i 7, S 3 -
- Pt |
’ 5 / 4 A é’”_" o rres Ouetiz ,}Z ./a’«//v. //”ﬁ'
)7 # ; L ABared Fil 5 ) g s IES O it R
42 ’”j‘ﬂ Zé,»é/( V49 4 Rl High | S| bl ipeit | fpuniglon
VI e & Duclln . O?MEW} { /ﬁnf7axé E 7
friveanty ‘ ; 878 o bk
- Lraille k- //“‘Wﬁ}/‘“ % '/[%”M

From the collection of Janet Fleming

Not yet 2 years old when she emigrated to New Zealand, Elizabeth grew up on the

family farm at Frankley Road.

Although her family had a lengthy history of baptisms in the Church of England, and
for the last couple of generations in the non-conformist chapels of Wesleyism and
Primitive Methodism, Elizabeth attended the last few years of her schooling in New
Plymouth at a Catholic convent school. Here at the age of 15:

SCHOOL VACATIONS.
Taranaki Herald, 15 December 1893

BREAKING UP-OF THE CONVENT
SOHOOLS.
(ueRre was a very large attendance on
Thursday at the breaking up of the Con
veul schools, conducted by the Religious
Jrder of Notre Dame des Missions at the
Monastery of the Presentation, on the
occasion of the annual distrlbution of
prizes In the Convent parlor, as usual,
there wus a handsome display of fancy
and artistically-finished work, wkich the
kind nuns seemed to take pleasure in
showing to the visitors Thoe work con-

eisted of every cluss of paintings, drawings,
needlework (plain and ornsmental), una
even cakes and pustry, the last mentioned
being an addition to the many accompiish-
ments taught at this school

A lengthy list of accomplishments included:

Miss Ducker
(Westown), pincushion in silk, watch
pocket, mount mellick work, satchels, &o

and again the following year:

Convent Schools

School Vacations
Taranaki Herald 13 December 1894

afl !:_G]_‘i .

sille on jean, pinafore, &e. Miss Ducker
(Westown), cushions worked in silk and
plush, and a handkercliet with the diawa

% The scan shown here, probably a transcript, was taken from a certified copy which was made and
dated 2014 — and states that the year of Elizabeth’s birth was 1878.

The Waddington bible transcript (see beginning of Part 4) has the year recorded as 1879.
Consideration of other documents relating to Elizabeth Ducker leans us towards 1878.
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Walter Rumball

Bradley Walter has written this background piece on Walter Rumball.

Walter Rumball was born in Nutfield, Surrey on
February 20, 1871, sixth in a family of eight children.
They moved to 13 Whitcombe St, a stone's throw

from Trafagar Square, and the National Art Gallery.
His father was a groom at a large London stable of the
firm "Swan & Edgar, earning one pound ten shillings

per week.

As it cost a shilling a week to send a child to school,

Walter left school at the age of eight.

He is known to have worked as a scriptwriter, and a

reader to a blind poet.

He attended a London Polytech school at night,
studying English, French, shorthand and typing, and

later was an instructor at this school.

He became a reporter for the Western Sun News on

Fleet St.

He was drawn to an advertisement by the NZ Land Co
offering assisted immigraton to the colony, provided

he would work the land on arrival.

Although none of his friends and family were
interested, Walter decided to leave the old 4and for the

new.

It was in August 1894, while
Elizabeth, now 16, was still at
school, that a young man called
Walter Rumball arrived to stay
with the family.

Walter was part of a group
recruited by an entrepreneur
and immigration agent by the
name of William Courtney.
Ten years earlier, Courtney had
promoted among businessmen
and settlers the concept of
bringing the “right sort” of new
settlers to open up new areas
around New Plymouth —
particularly targeting those with
capital, with the purpose of
stimulating the local economy

and the price of land. Courtney was given financial support by business and local
individuals (including James Ducker) and made a number of recruiting trips to
England, sometimes recruiting individuals to meet specific requests.®

ARRIVAL OF MR COURTNEY'S PARTY.

Taranaki Herald, 24 August 1894

RECEPTION AT THE RATLWAY

BTATION.

M=z CouRrTNEY'S party of new arrivals,
numbering 118, arrived by the evening
train on Thursday, and were met at the
railway station by about 500 residents,
who gave three hearty cheers as the train
slowed down at the platform. Several
members of the Reception Commilbtec,
including Messrs Cock, Carter, Goldwater,
Petty, and Carthew, went out
by the four o'clock train and met
Mr Courtney and party at Sentry
Hill. Mr Cock welcomed Mr Courtney
back, and explained that a formal recep-
tion would be accorded the party in the
Alexandra Hall on Friday night. On
arrival ab the town station Mr Courtney
met several old friends, who welcomed
him haek.

Mr Courtney and his party will be for-
mally welcomed at o conversazione in the
Alexandra Hall to night. The Reception

Committee met at 3 o'cloek this after-
noon to make final arranrements.

Mr Courtney’s party is composed
rincipally of young men under 27 years
»f age, many of whom have come out with
he object of establishing homes here, and
sventually bringing out their relatives ;
while others have large expectations when
;hey come of age, by which time it is
sonsidered they will have gained cnough
ractical experience in working the land
1s to justify them in putting their capital
nto land. Mr Courtney states that he
received much assistance from Sir Westby
Perceval, the Agent-General, while in
London. He also stales that arrange-
nents have been made with Miss Yates,
she lecturer, to tour the colony, and de-
liver lectures on 1t on her return Home.
Miss Yates is expected to arrive in Wel-
ington on Septembor 10.

The following is the list of passengers

who eame ouf with Mr Courtnev in the
Ruapechu:— — — W, Rumball, —

% Hawera and Normanby Star: 10, 22, 26 , 28 May 1883, 28 August 1885, 4 June 1884,

23 March 1888, 3 April 1888, 30 November 1901

and

Taranaki Herald: 4 June 1884, 27 October 1885, 20 August 1887, 27 February 1889, 24 August 1894
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Bradley Walter wrote the following summary:
(extracted from an essay dedicated to his mother, Mary Walter, in 2010)

“On his arrival in New Zealand from London in 1894, Walter Rumball stayed with the family
of his sponsor and father-in-law to be, James Ducker. He worked on their farm on Frankley
Road, helping with milking. In 1895, together with the young Ducker boys, Walter Rumball
purchased blocks of virgin bush on Upper Newall Road, just west of the Egmont National
Park. He lived there in a shack while clearing the bush in order to create a farm, cutting the
under growth to burn when dry, and ring-barking the big trees to be felled for timber later.

W. Rumball gets 235 acres Section 12 Block X1V Cape

Land Sale.—The land applied for since Taranaki Herald,
last meeting was as follows :— 19 March 1895
block 14, Cape, W. Rumball, 235 acres, O.R.P. (O.R.P. means

. ) o “Occupation with
The schedule was approved. Right to Purhase”)

This was Walter Rumball’s first land purchase. It was opposite, on the other side of
Newall Rd. from the three sections James Ducker had purchased.

Walter soon commenced bush felling and burning in order to clear the land.

In 1899 he made over the timber rights on his block to James Ducker.

Land Board Taranaki Herald 17 October 1899

Timber rights over sections in block
14, Cape, held by'W. J. Murphy, C. H, | Deal between James Ducker and
Arden, J. M. Lilford, and W. Rumball, | Walter Rumball for timber rights
were granted to J. Ducker on certsin
conditions. ' *

(Photograph taken from Upper Newall Rd. by Aeron Pollard.)
Like many of the early settlers, in his letters home Walter rarely mentioned the mountain.

Perhaps, however, there were times when he looked up from his work and rejoiced in this
view from his farm on Newall Road.
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In March 1901, after much hard work, Walter was able to write “home” rather
joyfully to his sister in England:

I am pleaced to say I have sold my section - to my neighbour -
M. Miles for £420. This is not quite as much as I asked, but as the
Commission represente another £15, it is only £35 less than the price
I put on it, so I must not grumble. Especially ccnsidering that I have
made X200 over aad above all I have spent on the place, counting
everything - my own labour, rent and the actual cash I had laid out, so
it has paid me handsomely. I ghall get £120 when the transfer deed is
fixed up, and £300 will remain on at interest for a year. It sounds
gquite a heap of nmoney, doesn't it? I never thought at one time that I
should ever be able to call such a sun my owvn, and I think if I had
stayed at home I should have been as far off it as ever I used to be,
althiough of course I might have had pleasanter and easier times.

(See Appendix: “Letters from Puniho” letter dated 12/3/1901)

Walter then bought another section and began developing a new farm.
He also became engaged to marry Elizabeth Ducker.

Walter’s new farm was almost certainly section 14, 136 acres (top left on map) on Warea
Road, near to the intersection of Warea and Newall Roads where the creamery was to be built.

______

29 |30 foas| 727 A lorys

sl A ~ : 3| /8)
W2z |ise e eferses| 76 0. O N
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9. 0.22.
\

/53,00

Walter’s second farm (section 14) purchased in 1901 and extended in 1910 to include section 15.

Walter employed a team of men to help him and set to work felling the bush on his
new section. In July 1901 he wrote:

“We are very busy now banging away at the bush. I have got about 60 acres down and
have about 70 more to come down yet...”

By October 9" 1901: “My bush is not quite finished yet, but another fortnight will see
the whole 137 acres down. I intended to finish it weeks ago, but | have been a man
short from the start, and a fortnight ago two of the men left...It is time now that it was
done, so as to give it a good show to dry up by burning time. 1 only hope the summer
will be a good dry one, | which case there should be a ripping good burn, as there are
600 acres felled here all joining..... It will mean a big thing for me if I can get a good
burn, as | shall be able to start milking the following spring, and | shall not then need
to go out working anymore, but shall always be able to get a living off my own
place....there will be a creamery erected within a mile of this place...”

Walter had Christmas in New Plymouth, and a chance to see Elizabeth.
By mid January the land was still not burned off, and Walter was getting anxious.
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Eventually there was a successful burn. In June 1902 Walter took advantage of a wet
day to write to his sister Florrie: “For the last few weeks I have been fencing and have
just completed the second of my four boundary lines, and started the third. | want the
place ring fenced as soon as possible so as to put cattle on...”

1902 Elizabeth Ducker and Walter Rumball were married.
Taranaki Herald, 14 October 1902

. MARRIAGE, 13tk

: BUMBALL = DUCKER.— On the 13t
: October, 1902,-at Bt. Mary's Church,
New Plymouth, By the Rev, F: G.
& Evand, WALTER RUMBALL, unino,
i 8 Targuaki, to BL1zABETH (L1Z2ZIE), the

ungest daughter of Mr James Ducker,
v k - ~ Jl;oﬁw Plymouth. g

Clipped from a family photograph from Walter Rumball

Walter now describes plans for his new house: “There will be three rooms in it — two
good big ones 15 feet by 16 (about 5m x 5m) and the smaller one, and being built just
in front of the whare, the latter will come in for a wash house...I expect to milk 15
cows this year...”

Elizabeth moved out from New Plymouth to live in the new house on the bush farm
with Walter, but unfortunately there was a fire which destroyed the house and most of
their wedding gifts.* Elizabeth had to return to New Plymouth.

39 June 1904: “...she can’t come into the bush with me. But it will be at least three
months before | can get the house up again. The timber is ordered, but it will want
seasoning at least two months before it will be fit to put up....”

By November 1904 Elizabeth and Walter were re-established in their own home.
Walter wrote to his sister Florrie:

“We have just got a couple of cows to keep us supplied in milk, cream and butter and
we have plenty of this. We also sport a few fowls and get just about as many eggs as
we require and we know they are fresh laid....

| hope to start supplying the factory next spring and would like to milk about 20
cows. ... we are only a few minutes drive from the creamery...”%

In November 1905: “We usually have been milking
some time when we see the sun rise over the top of old
Mount Egmont — our shed faces that way .... We get
them all finished and turned away to feed by about seven
o’clock, by which time Lizzie has got breakfast ready,
and by about half past | am at the creamery with the
milk, where | have to wait for a bit while it is separated,
but I’'m back again with the skim milk for the calves by
8.30 a.m. We start again at about 4.30 in the afternoon,
so I’ve plenty of time to do odd jobs in between....”

By 1907 Walter was looking to increase his herd to 30
cows. “I have had plenty to do in the way of fencing and
draining.... [ have to make a secure run for the pigs this
spring, and I have been enlarging the garden... planting
some lial hedges around the garden...I want to plant some fruit trees...I am going to
put fowl netting all round to keep the fowls out...”

81 Fortunately Elizabeth’s prized sewing machine was saved — it had been left back in New Plymouth.
82 The photograph shows Newall Creamery in 1905. Walter Rumball is 3" from the left.
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In 1910 Walter was rejoicing in the installation of a milking machine, and was
looking forward to running 60 cows. He now took over the adjoining section®

(this is marked as section 15 on the map on the previous page.)

This added another 194 acres to his farm, giving a total of about 330 acres. (134 hectares)

“It will keep us tight for a year or so, buying another place, but I think we will do well
once we get started with a bigger herd of cows.”

And there was a bonus — the adjoining section had a bigger house. With a growing
family Walter and Elizabeth were pleased to be able to upgrade. “If we remained here
we would have to enlarge this house very soon as we are becoming too numerous...”

The new milking machine was a success. November 1911: “We are milking 55 cows
now and have seven more to come in soon....The machine is running splendidly, and
the heifers take to it very kindly and are less trouble than the older cows....”

June 1912: “I will be able to send you the money | owe you about Xmas next — it will
then amount to £35 I think ....we will have all our arrears wiped out again and shall
be doing well...”

The following clippings show how completely Walter Rumball involved himself in
the local community.

.James Ducker and Walter Rumball on Newall Rd. School Committee 1908 and 1910

Taranaki Herald, 1 May 1908 Taranaki Daily News, 30 June 1910
- NEWALIL. "!E{; 1 meeting of huu.as:}z,-.J ers 'glelr. on
Messre J. Ducker {(chairman), A. 20h June, Messrs, J, Dun.:-??_mhmrmm.ﬁ._,
Cassie, W. Rumball N Wait. C. A, Cassia, W, Rumball, T. Kaven, anda
'I\Iagnl:. - ! ' ! 0. Mamon were elected a committee for

the Newnll zchonl.

Taranaki Daily News, 27 April 1912
James Ducker and Walter Rumball (Chairman), Householder Committee 1912
Walter Rumball auditor for Warea Hall committee 1912
Taranaki Daily News, 4 July 1912

The following commiftee ‘was and . Anderson. At a committee meet-
elected by ballob:—DMessrs W, Revell, J.  ing held afterwards Mr. W. Revell was re-
Burgess, A. Clothier, IL. Corbett, C. Park-  elected chairman,  Mr. H. Pelham was
er, 8. Wells, K. F. Andrews; H, Pelham  re-eleeted seeretary and Mr. W. Rumball

auditor,

James Ducker and Walter Rumball Newall Rd. School Committee 1913 and 1914

Taranaki Daily News, 7 May 1913 Taranaki Daily News, 4 May 1914
NEWALL. . ' NEWALL.
At Newall road Messrs W, Rumball Messrs W, Rumball (chairman), 3!
(chairman), A, Cassie, J. Ducker, A, E Ducker, A, Cassie and W. B, Smith, with
Magon and W. B. Smith were elected. no recommendation to the  Edueation

Newall Road School Concert 1914
Taranaki Daily News, 13 May 1914

The accompanimenis were excellently cach ehild receiving a prize, and there
played by Mrs. Ducker. During the even-  were five speeial prizes given to the
mr Mr, W. Rumball, chairman of the children who had never missed a day.
Schnol Committee, presened the prizes,

83 Appendix “Letters from Puniho” letter dated 5 Oct. 1910
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Walter Rumball re-elected as Diretctor of Warea Dairy Co 1914

Taranaki Daily News, 6 August 1914

There were live nominations for the
Vieaneirs  on o the  dircetorates, vis,
Mosara T, Burgess, W,

Rumball,

Muyron, C. Muir. and W, B, Clarke, and
Lhe dwo lrst-named were re-eloctod by
big majoritics.

Taranaki Daily News , 7 August 1918

Taranaki Daily News , 3 May 1918

HOUSEHOLDERS® MEETINGS.
_ NEWALL.
Messrs W. Rumball (chairman), 8,
(assie, A. Luckin, W. Thomas, W. B.
Smith.

RLECTION OF DIRECTOR:

TFor the two vacancies on the diree-
torate thera were four nominstiong, the
glection resulting, Messrs W. Rumball
180, Jaa. Burgess 112 (re-elested); W.
B. Siith 91, Donald 79,

Newall Road School concert and prize giving 1915

Taranaki Daily News, 25 May 1915

The chairnian of {he Sehool Commit-
tee (My, Bumbadl) annomuneed ihe items
of the following progamme:-—Nationa)
Anthem, children; overture, Mrs, ). and
Messrs I and A, Deeker; recitation,
Miss Mary Smithy suong and chorns,
“Ship Ahoy,” children, reeitation, Mas
ter Willie Raven; song, Miss Cassio:
physieal drill, small girls; songt qud
chorus, “Sen Shells,” ebildren; recita-
tion, Miss Eleanor Ducker; song, Mr,
I, Burgess (encored); recitation. Master
Henry Rumball; glee, “Wha Did,” Gloe
Company.  Interval.  Overture, Mrs, J.
and Messrs J. and A, Ducker; recitation,
Muster Ted Smith; song, “Sallie Forn.
er,” Miss Eleanor Duckes:  recitation,
Master Swom Jones; song, Miss Water-
gton  {(encored), recitation, Mids Eileon
Neilson; physical dvill, semior pupils;
song, Mr. S, Cassie; recitation, Masier
Willie Thomas; song and chorus, “Aus-
tralasin’s Nuva) Codet” ehildren; “Tae

War Alphabet,” Miss Luey Cooper, Mus-
ter Ted Smith, ard Miss Caroline Mag-
on; song, Mr. F. Brrgess (encorved) s re-
citation, Master Kemneth Ducker; Glee,
“Giood Night,” Glee Company.,

After distributing the prizes won by
the pupils during the year, the chairman
thanked all these who had lelped to
make the coneert such a success, and
asked that when the work at present to
be done in the school ground was eom-
pleted, they woold once more attend 1
“hee,” and fence in a playground and
plant hedges. \

A dainty supper, provided by the
ladies, was handed round during the
dance, the music for which was sup-
plied by Ducker’s Orchestra, while Mr.
Harry Smith played several evtras. The
accomipaniments were ably rendered by
Miss Waterston, Mrs, Ducker, and Mrs.
Fraser Jones.

Walter Rumball re-elected as chairman, Warea Dairy Co. 1919

Taranaki Daily News , 5 August 1919

ELECTION OF CHAIERMAN,

At n subszequeni meeting of directors, Mr. W.
Rumball was re-elected chalrman,

The iwenty-third annual meeting of the Worea
Dalry Company was held In the Warea Publle
Hal! yesterdny, when Mr. W, Rumball pre-
gided over an attendance of about 40 suppllera.

The story of long years of hard work, clearing the land, the fire, building of the new
house, the first few cows, milking shed and new milking machine are all recounted in
Walter’s own words in his “Letters to Puniho” (see Appendix 1.)

In 1920 Walter and Elizabeth sold up

“By 1920, Walter Rumball was worn out from working a “bush farm” and was ready
to sell up, but prepared to buy another, better farm if Alfred and Henry showed an
inclination to be farmers. The family moved to New Plymouth, where Mary attended
Frankley School.” (Bradley Walter)
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Farewell Function
Taranaki Daily News , 3 August 1920

On Tueaday night, 27th July, all the veal-
dents of Warea and many other well-wishors
from New Plymouth and the distriets sur-
rounding Warea, assembled In the Warea Hall
to bid farewell to Mr. and Mrs, W, Ttumball,
who are lseving the distelet to reside In
New Plymouth, The funetion, which took the
form of o soclal and dance, was a huge suc-
cess In every way, the hall being crowded
with a very represéntative gathering of settlers
and *halr wives and familisa. Judging by
Ita success the Warea community must have
heen amply repald for thelr efforts in showing
their appreciation of the past sorvices ren-
dered them Wy the departing guests. M.
Max Parker, who had charge of the floor, kept
matters moving merrlly to excellent dnnee
muslc provided by BMr. Parlier (pinnol nnd
Mr. Norrels {vinlin,. The Duecker family and
Mrs, Beck played several extras. The danes
Wias interapersed with an  enjoyable pro=
gromme of songs. These items were rendered
by Miss Ruth Harding, Miss Waterston and
Mr, Btuarr Casey, while Mrs. 1. Ducker SUp-
plicd the accompaniments,  All Items were
groatly appreclated by those rresent.  Sup-
per, dispensed by the Iladles, was much
chjoyed and fully maintained the diatrint's
reputatlon.  Afier supper, Mr.  Alexander
Casey, of New Plymouth, who: at one time
resided at Newell RKoad, Warea, to wliom the
duty of making the presentation was

£~
trusted, expressed the regret at Mr. Rum-
ball's daparture from the district Me. Bame

Ball, he sald, was one of tho oldest apttlers of
the distriet, and e wids therefore nleased
i see so many present to bld Me, and Mrs,
Rumball farewell.  Mre. Casey also reforred
to Mr. Rumball's valuable services for sn
mony Years 244 a member of the school com-
mittee, and alsn on the directorate of e
loeal factory, acting in the eaprelly of chair.
man, as well as an active worker in ihe gen-
eTny interests of the distriet.  Hls example
was one which he trusted would indure aihers
te take a definlte active npart In all motiers
cineerning the distriet’s welfare, Ou hehalf
of the settlers he then prgsented’ Mr, and
Mra. Rumball with a handsome silver eoffpe
Bervice as a4 mark of esteem, and expressed
the hope that thev would lang be spared to
make use of it, and think of the happy times
they bnd spent in Worss.

Mr. Rumball, whe was preeted with ap-
plause, thanked the speaker for Qs kindiy
remavks, and the compiny geserally for ihe
pleasant evening  and beautiful prosent. He
sald that he had enly fried to tale his part,
a5 ihe rest of the setflers were doing, in
anything for the geod of the distriet, and
mitun! gratifieation wag ample repavment Hao
would carry away  Rindly nemories  of  his
enjovable stay at Newell Road, partieulpely
thet evendng, with *i'npled feelligs &f plea-
sure and repret.  Afep aliging “For Thev are
Jolly Good Fellows,” “Auld Lang Syne” and
cheering Mr. and Mrs. Rumball, dancing was
then the order uniil an early hour of the
tollowing mornine. .

“By 1925 the Rumballs had moved to Douglas, where Walter had purchased a good farm
behind the factory, with lots of flat land to be developed with the help of young Alfred and
Henry. Together they made one of the highest producing dairy farms in Douglas” (Bradley Walter)

Mount
Newall Rd Taranaki
@ -

Opunake

Waitara
New F’!yrnouthm Showing the
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Inglewood pOSitiOﬂ of

the first farms
at Newall Rd.

Stratford €8 and

the later farm

o at Douglas.
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Children of Elizabeth and Walter Rumball

1906 Alfred not married

1908 Henry married Louise Walter

1910 Mary married John (Jack) Walter

1914 Amy died 1 March 1914 at age 5 weeks.
1915 Florence (Florrie) married Basil Howse

1922 Olive married Graham Bassett.

NZ BDM Online also records a child born in 1919, stillborn (1919/7453)
Mary and Jack Walter (above) were the parents of Bradley Walter.

The following is taken from the work of lan Rumball who has researched and
recorded the story of Henry Rumball and Lou Elsie Walter, their large family and
descendants. (Henry Rumball was the second child of Walter and Elizabeth Rumball.)

Recording the last years of Walter and Elizabeth, lan Rumball writes:

“The beginning of World War II saw a series of related changes in the circumstances
of the Rumball family. Early in 1940, Walter and Elizabeth left farm life and moved
to their “retirement” home in Morley Street, New Plymouth. Two of their children
(Alfred and Florence) began war service, and Lou and Henry sold their farm in
Waimauku, and returned to manage the Rumball Family farm at Douglas.”

A dual-headstone in the New Plymouth (Te Henui) cemetery records that:

Walter Rumball died 11 July 1940 age 69, and
Elizabeth Rumball died 07 Sept 1943 age 64.

Letters from Puniho

There is nothing unique or exceptional in the pioneering years of Elizabeth (Ducker)
and Walter Rumball - the work of the bushmen, the burns, the sowing of grass,
grazing the first few dairy cows, prosperity at last and retirement — they were typical
pioneers and their endeavours were typical of the way modern Taranaki was built.

Nothing unique, except for this: Walter and Elizabeth wrote letters — and the letters
have been transcribed and preserved.

Bexley Heath The letters were nearly
Kent destroyed in 1940, as the family
ENGLAND in England was deciding what

October 10 1940 to leave and what to keep in the

From Amy to Lizzie after the death of Walter lead up to the blitz of London.

Rumball .
Bradley Walter had copies of

" | was wondering should | keep all his(Walter's) | these valuable records of our
letters, or as things are now, destroy them. country’s past, and he has given
I am glad now | did keep al the letters | have had | permission for them to be

from New Zealand." scanned for inclusion here.
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wWalle, Rurmbs |l Eli=abelh %um SN
lo\ftq ety -
(From the collection of Bradley Walter)
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Appendix 1 Letters from Puniho

LETTERS FROM
PUNIHO
1895 - 1920

(Copies taken from the collection of Walter Rumball)

Most of the following letters are from Walter to his family in England.

Some however are from Elizabeth.
Many of the signatures have been truncated, but it is not difficult to identify the writer.

The first is a letter from Walter Rumball, ¢/- Mr. Ducker, The Sash and Door
Company, New Plymouth, 11" Feb 1895, to his sister Amy in London:

('w;’?fw*"ﬁ .

| e
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¢/- Mr, J. Ducker,
The Sash & Door Factory,
20th Sept. '95
Dear Awmy,

I had just returned from s few days spell in the bush. The bess
turned a lot of cattle on his place, and we went to see if we could
hunt some of them up. They had wandered all over the place. /e couldn’
t'ind &1l of them, as it was raining nearly all the time and we couldn't
get out much. There are plenty of wild cattle and pigs in the bush, )
although I have never seen any. A party of fellows who are un there
bush felling for Mr., D, went out hunting one Sunday and shot a counle
of wild cows, and caught three little sucking pigs. Cattle hunting is
grand sport they say. I should like to have been there. I had some meat
when I went. It was very good, especially the sucking nig. They shot
#t a bull teoo, but did not bring it down. On the contrary, it went for
them snd they all had to get up trees as quickly as they could, The bull
mast have heen out for a bit of sport too.

ot

4ith love to all, and hoping all are well, I am ycur afiectionately,
Walter.

3/= tr. J. Ducker,
Sash & Door Factory

Iiew Plymouth.
Nov. 20th '95

Dear i'lorrie,

Just a few lines to wish you a merry xmas and a Hoppy Tiew
(ear. 1 expect this will reach you in time.

T am afraid I have not time to write a long letter, as I am off
out to the store tomorrow and have a lot of Jjobs to do beiore I can
start. Ao a rale I go out for stores on Sundayi about §nce Of tW}ce a
montl, and it is a Jjourney I don't at all look ¢o?ward to. O0Of co%yf; .
I rids out but 1 have to walk back, the horse having a‘good 1oaq wi o;
me, oo I have o tramp of about 9 miles, driving the brzie on_lr}ji'ontlok
me. It tokes fairly well all day to get there and.bach, and it's a lot
more tiring than a days work, but thank goo@nes§, it dgesn‘t nﬁgpfa )
every sunday. 1 can't afford to losez the time just now, ol I would go
out during the week instead.

I am still bush felling, and shall be right up till *mas, as I want
to get down as much as possible. After that time it would ngt do to fall,
as there would not be time for it to die by the time you wanted to burn.

Alf Ducker was up here for a iew days last weesk and brought letters
from Ada and Kawve. I have been invited to spend a week or so with his
people at xmas time, which is very good of them. Otherwise I expect
I should have been holiday making in the bush, which would certainly
have been rather slow, to say the least of it,.

I have been busy lately making a garden at my place. It has been
a long job, as the ground is full of roots which have not yet nhad time
to die. It isn't a very flash affair now it is finished, but it will
have to do for this year. I expect however, to he able to grow plenty
of cabbage, cauliflower etec., which are very apprecisble in the bush, as
well as a few potatoes, pumpkins, tomatoes, lettuce and a few other odds
and ends, which will alli help reduce the store bill, as well as being
pleasant additions o the ordinary fare. Another year if all's well,
I intend to stick in some fruit trees.

The weather here is still very wet, although it is time we were
getting swnmer weather,
i
I must wind up now, with love to all. .
Yours affectionately

HHal#an

In the second letter Walter is evidently describing work on his bush block.
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C/- Mr. J. Ducker,
3ash & Door Factory,
New Plymouth.
Jan. 21st '96

#de are back in the bush again for an indefinite period chopping
serub, and grasc-seeding, as well as getting ready for the burn, which
cught to take place in a few weeks if the weather is fuvourable.

Our Xmas holidays were spent in New Plymouth; we were there for
about three weeks. There was a spell of grand weather, so we had a good
time. They don't make much to-do about xmas day here, but look on it
much as they would any Sunday. On Roxing Day I went to see the races.
They were the first I had ever seen and I wasn't much taken with them,
they being a bit too slow. UNew Year's Day, which is another holiday,
there was a big picnic at the Recreation Grounds, which I enjoyed very
much, there being plenty of amusements all day. The holidays were a
grand change after a long spell of work,

#ith the exception of the xmas fine spell, the weather has been
very bad - wet nearly every day. In fact there has been hardly any
sunmer yet.

Puniho,
Taranaki, N.Z.
20th Aug. '97

My present job is nearly finished, so next week I expect to be off
to Alf Ducker's to fell bush with him. I could stop where I am for
gome time yet, but Alf will be waiting for me, as I arranged to start
with him about this time, to work on till nearly xmas time I suppose.

Qurs will be the third camp over there, and there will be altogether
nearly a dozen fellows all within half a mile of one ancther, so we
shall be quite lively. If the place gets populated as densely as this
you will think it is growing more like London every day. There are
plenty of fellows working up the Newall Road - where I am now - but we
don't see much of them as they are all a good bit further up, and thsy
are all pretty busy felling bush.

You will all be thinking of your summer holidays now, that is if
you haven't already had them - the good old annual that used toc be 650
welcome when I was at home. The holidays here however, are few andfar
between, consisting chiefly of wet days, when it is not possible to
work; xmas time, and an odd day now and again, but very seldom any
srolonged ones, except perhaps enforced, like my late spell, which are
not at all welcome. It appears as though I am going tc have one today,
as the rain started soon after we got to work and drove us home again.
2lthough this is winter time with us, the weather has not been so bad
just wet occasionally, but sometimes for several days on end one would
think that summer had come again, so warm and genial it has been.

The Taranagki climate is very unsettled, but whether it rains or
shines, it does the thing in style - no half measures about it. It
is never really cold, such as you experience it at home, but after a
time, one gets to feel what there is, and it seems as severe on people
as if it were really much colder. I suppose I am not gquite climatised,
as it does not affect me as it seems to the colonials, who go about
shivering in a lot of toggery while I don't feel so ccld in half the
guantity of clothes; but in another year or two, I suprose it will
make me sit up too.
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runiho, B A
Tacranaki.
7th Aug. '98

I thought I had acknowledged those annuals Hother sznt me. I got
them the last time I was at the Duckers. They were very good and the
next time I go out I shall get some of the pictures to stick up in my
whary.

‘When next I go to town I will get my photo taken but I can't say
at present when that will be - perhaps not for some months to come -
possibly xmas. It is very seldom I can get so far. .Jhen I am not
working Tor somebody else, I have to put in all the time I can on my own
place, but provided the machine will stand it, I will get it done at the
first opportunity. I don't think you would find me altered much, perhaps
net cuite so hungrey looking as when I was taken last. :

As far as getting engaged or married - have no fear. I am afraid
I haven't a taking way with me where the ladies are concerned. Nearly
every letter I get from Frank or Tick informs me that someone is married
or avout to ve, and it seems as though we three old buffers ore being
lef't in the lurch, like the three cld maids of Lea.

#e — Ern 3haw and myself - are busy bush falling on ocur sections,
and chall be I suppose for the next two months. The weather is squally,
so we don't get on very fast at present.

Dear rlorrie,

I received your letter, for which many thanks. 30 you too
nave joined the great army of "peddle pushers" as i‘red used to call them
and are going in for bikeing! I should like to see you whsn you are all
#oing together for a ride somewhere., How do you manage to raise the
bikes? I hope the machine you learn on did not have such bad habits
as my first one. That had a shocking propensity for running straight
into all the lamp-posts, and when a cab came along, it would - the bike -
mzke a bee line for it, even if it nad to cross the road to get to it.
But they always play these cort of tricks with a novice and you soon get
to understand their funny little ways.

We have been naving some splendid weather for ocur contract, having
only lost one day in eight weeks. The nights have besn frosty, and the
days most summer-like. e seem to be getting a changs now though, it
naving turned wet, but we hope to get another fine spell before the job
is f'inished, as we usually get sone fine weather this montn. Je are
more than half finished now, and about another six wesks ought to see
it completed.

I have not yet received Ada's photo, but I suppese it will turn
up in due time. You will have got mine by now. I wcnder what you all
thouzht of it. It's a pity 1 can't send you one of my shanty and
myselt.s 7There is no working costume. I'm afraid you wouldn't believe
it was we, especially if I had about three months beard on, as I have

at present. |ﬁhen more people get to live up here and bring their families
I suppose we'll have to keep up a more civilised apoearance, or else

gg further back into the bush, but time enough to think of that when

they come.

"~ 24th Apl. 1900

I have just returned from New Plymouth, after worxing for three
monthe on the road, and yesterday started work again, fencing in my
secticn. There is one thing about this sort of life, a fellow can always
tske & heliday when he feels like it. There is no boss to be asked,
only his own pocket and convenience to be considersd. Certainly I don't
take many myseli. I have always too much to do, and just avout enough
maviey to do it with, but I manage to snatch a few days now and again.

1 am pleasz4 to say that kiss Tucker is a good deal better than
she was the las! time I went ont there. She is still very weak, but is
getting like her old self agin. 3She has haa a bad bime of it, but wili
ve all right again in che course of time. .

ir. Ducker has not got his mill going yet, having had a bigger job
than he anticipated. He has dammed the river up nearly twenty feet and
this has taken a lot of time and trouble. He has made a big water race
in addition, and this has had to be cut out of almost s0lid rock for the
mwost part. The water wheel is the next thing to be fixed up, and then
he will be able to start. There is a great demand for timber in the
district, and he should do a big trade when he does start, I should like
to see himndo well, It will benefit me considerably if ever he takes

T 3pa Juiy ‘99 ]

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com

181


mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

Walter climbs Mt. Egmont

Puniho. .
10th March '98

I supnose you heard that a party of usvere going for a trip up

is Di i i i 5 e over, and I
tount Begmont. This bit of dissapation is now of cours s

enjoyed it very much. e - thirteen of us - started away from lew
Plymouth on Friday marching in a brake, and I think there was a tidy
brakeload of us, with our bundles of blankets, tucker etc. ‘When I saw
the vast heap of stuff we were to take up, I thought there wasn't a
venicle in the colony big enough to take it, and wondered what we were
going to do with it if we ever did get it there, 'The provisicning had
been left to the ladies, and if they had calculated apoetites, don't
tell me tlie dear creatures camnot put away a good square meal. However
by dint of much persuacion and squeezing - the bundles I mean - we and
our little lot got packed into what I thought at first sight was an
absurdly small brake, - were soon on our way, - atter a fourtsen mile
drive came to the end of the first part of our journey. This was what
they call the radius line, and which has a radius of six miles from the
centre of the mowntain. The mountain and all the bush around it within
this line is reserved as a sort of national park, and a very beautiful
one it will be, especially when all the bush outside is fallen and
destroyed. It is a pretty big park - about 36 miles or more in
circunf'erence. ¥rom this point we had a walk of about four miles to the
mountain house. /e had been talking very largely of carrying cur bundles
on our bakes, but we decided when we saw what a heap of stuff it was -
and it seemed to have got larger than ever when unloaded - to transfer
the bundles to some pack horses and just as well that ve did, for it
would have been no joke carrying it that distance up a stiff rise all
the way. The house was built for the accommodaticn of visitors, and
holds @bout forty people - that is, comfortably. The first night we had
it all to ourselves, and we kept it up till about midnight dancing,
singing etc. fancy me now, cavorting around on the light fantastic,
but I wasn't able to do much. Considering that we had to be up at
3 o'clock the next morning - this was very wise ; but we were upn and
away before 5., There are some enthusiasts who start about midnight on
moonlight nights and so be up at the top to see the sun rise. /e had
ne such ambition. For my part I would vather see the sun shining through
the window befcre I turn out of bed ~ let the sun see me rise in fact.
As we had all the day before us we took it pretty easy at the start,
all except one young lady, who was in such a hurry that you would have
thought she was going to meet her best young man cn the top. She
would hurry on and then wait for us. This, however couldn't last and
by the time, we were about half way, she and another were tco baked to
go any further. The rest of us all got to the top after about 5 hours
hard work. It is easy enought for the first half, but as we got higher
we encountered a sort of loose stone called scoria, and as you took
a step upwards perhaps you wculd slide back two. You had to be careful
not to slip altogether else you wculd have travelled with a whiz till
you went over some gorge. It was rather steep towards the top with a
lot of big looss stones, so you had tc look out that the one shove you
didn't give one a start in your direction. However, we all got there
safely and a tresat it was to think you were there at last. It seemed
like o0ld times to be able to have a walk in the snow again, There was
plenty in the crater, where it never disappears altogether., We had a
grand view up there 8,000 feet high. ‘e say the other mountains
Ruapehu and Tongariro and all the towvns scattered around us. I could
algo distinpuish my section. It was rather smoky from bush fires, or
we would have seen the other island. .

Hhern we got back we found the hut in the possession of another and
mueh bigger party. People kept on turning up till there were over 70
thevre., It was fun to see the way they all hastened to enguire which
were their bunks, when there was only enough for sbout half the number.
The consequence was, about 30 chaps slat - or rather didn't sleep in the
dining rcom - kieking up a tereible shindy all night - no sleep for us.
ds cleared out the next day, after having had a gay old time,

I could write a lot more, but this is the last pizsce of paper in
the whary.
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T ITIag,
15th Nov. 1900
Dear ¥lorrie,

Just a few lines to wish you all at home a Kerry Xmas an
a Happy and Prospercus New Year. I wish I could be home to spend it
with you onece more. What a change, I should see, with my little
ters grown up - not forgetting one of them married - snd Lhe younger
generation of neices and nephews growing up too. I suppose little Ada
would be too big to romp with me as she used to do, and Arthur no doubt
is begirning to think himself quite a2 big boy. There will be a good

51

many of them home at Xmas, I expect, and perhaps will help to £ill the
plsces that have been left vacant.

I don't know yet where I shall be, but I don't expect to go to
town. It all depends what attractions there will be. e usually have
Tine summer weather at that time of the year, but we have not seen
any yet, but there's plenty of time. At present, the weather is simply
atrocious; rain nearly every day. This is considered to be the wettest
spring experienced here for the lact sixteen years, and that is saying
& lot. Of course we always get a lot of rain at this time of the year,
only this year it has been rather more 80. Perhaps ws are to be favoured
with an exceptionally fine summer to make up for it. Most people here
consider that fine swmmer at home or the reverse, is usually followed
by a similar one here.

I think I mentioned in my last letter home, that I was applying
for another section of land, but I have not heard as yvet whether I have
got it. I shall know in a few days, however,

This road is getting quite lively now, to what it used to be. e
have ancther of the fair sex making a successful invasion - in fact
marrying one of the settlers -~ Ted Elwyn - and the best of it is she
has come to live in a whare - one sbout half the size of mine, with a
dirt floor in it. There's Jjust room for the two of them and no more.
They could not wait apparently for a week or two till they could get
timber from the mill for a house, but that will come next. Considering
my whare is bigger than theirs, I am beginning to think there is hope
Tor me yet. They made a big splash at the wedding. Iad it in the Hall
at Pungarehu and about 150 people sat down to the feast. This was
followed by a dance until the small hours of the morning.

Puniho,
12/3/1901.

I am pleaced to say I have sold my section - to my neighbour -
ki, Miles for £420. This is not quite as much as I asked, but as the
Commission represents another £15, it is only £35 less than tie price
I put on it, so I must not grumble. Especially censidering that I have
made 200 over auad above all I have spent on the place, counting
everything - my own labour, rent and the actual cash I had laid out, so
it has paid me handsomely. I shall get £120 when the transfer deed is
fixed up, and £200 will remain on at interest for a year. It sounds
yuite a heap of money, doesn't it? I never thought at one time that I
should ever be able to call such a sun my ovn, and I think if I had
stayed at home I should have been as far off it as ever I used to be,
although of course I might have had pleasanter and easier times.

1 shall have to wire in this winter and get a big lump of bush
down on the new section - 100 acres at least. 1 expect to get about
L other chaps with me and tall for sbout L4 months. I don't suppose I
shall be able tao get men for less than 1/- an hour, so it will run intc
a good bit of money. ken are very scarce and work plentiful, This
sumner even navvies - good men - have been getting 9/~ and 10/- a day
for eight hours. The contractors have got to be very civil with themn,
or the men would fling down their tools as soon as look at them.

@& have had a terrible summer so far. Except for a fine spell about

Zmas time, and that was a short one, we have had a very wet time of it.
Thank goodness I have no bush to burn this year, but tqepe are hundras
of acres of it here waiting to be burnt. A fine fortnight would make

fit, but we can't get it and I am afraid it is getting too late in the
year now to expect the weather to clear up. e want to complete
mete

¢ lex't till next summer and some of the settlers will have to plug
hreough the mud for another winter.,

iliing our roed too, but if the bad weather continuss it will have to
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Puniho.
Taranaki.
20/5/01.
Dear [lorrie,

I received guite a bundle of letters by the last mail,
congratulating me on my engagement to Lizzie D.,, and am very pleased to
that you sre all so glad to hear it. I have had about enough of living
"on my own", and look forward to the time when I shall ag zain have someone
near me to care for me, and to be cared for. I am only an old sobersides
but I shall endea vour to make both of us happy when the time comes.
Lizzie received Amy's letter, and I think is answering it by this mail.
She has not had a photo taken for the last year or two, but I will try
and pget an old one sent you so that you can judge for ycurself what her
eppearance is like. I only wish you could see her perconally and I am
sure you would like her,

I have cleared out of my o0ld shanty and am writing this from my new

whare, where we have now been several days. By "we" I mean four of us

- Bric Ducker, Jim Wilscn, Ben Gray and myself. Another one - Joe Jilson
will be coming next week. They are all pretty good bushmen sco that the
five of us should soon make a hold in the bush. I am chopping 130 acres
and have to pay the men 1/- an hour, so expect the wages will come to
£100. Men are terribly scarce, and but for the saw mill shutting down on
account of the remaining portion of the metal not being completed, and
the men who were getting the lags in wanting a job, I should not have got
anyone tc¢ help me yet. As it may, they finished at the mill just as I
was ready to start. I have got a whare full with the four of us, and
when we are all in it, what w1th the bunks all around the place and the

table in the centre, there isn't rcom for a cat, let alone to swing one
round. when the other man comes, he will have to fix his bunk up aloft -
thiat is over the top of one of the others. The days are very short now,
and to get in nine hours work we have to zet up and have breakfast by
c“ndlelighu, and start out a8 soon ag we can grope cur way through the
bugh. e work till 5 o'eloek and it is nearly dark again by the time we
get out, The days will get shorter yet however, but by that tire we will
not have so far to go.

With love to all at home,
I am Yours affectionately,
Walter,

The Jim and Joe Wilson referred to here are brothers of Frances Wilson (who had
married James George Kenyon in 1885.)

Typical bushman's hut, referred to
by Walter as "shanty" or whare

Alexander Turnbull Library

(Image taken from “Farthest
Promised Land” by Rollo Amold.)

Bush farmer's firse ,‘mmr a thatched s.faf» bt
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After the bu burns, a harsh landscape. This is Ngaere in 1887, on the other side of
the mountain. Mt. Egmont faintly visible in the background.
(Clipped from a photograph held by Alexander Turnbull Library.)

Puniho,
Tararaki, N.Z.
28th July,1901.
Dear Any,

Something tells me that it is about time I was writing home
again, cr you will be thinking that I am starting to neglect you now that
I have someone else to think about. 1 must not do that however, especially
after the excelleat example you set me when you got engaged and when you
favoured me with such long and interesting epistles, although in one
vespect I think I may claim to have improved upon yours, for when you ask
me what I gaid when I "popped the cuestion", I do nct igncre the requect
althougl. I am going to answer it with another question, and that is this-
ilow do you know pray, that it is not the custom for the young ladies in
Hew Zesland to do this "popping"? 1 am not going to voluniteer the
answer to my own gquestion as you seam to have taken it for grsnted that
such is not the eazsz, but if you will please to remember how shy I always
used to be with the ladies, you may perhaps be dispoced to reconsider
the mattsr,

W& are very busy now banging away at the bush. I have got about
50 acres down now and have about 70 more to come down yet., 1 hope to
have it finished by the end of September, but we shall have to wire in
to do it. The days are beginning to stretch out awin, so we shall be
anle Lo work lenger hours. Up to the present we have never been able
to work more than nine hours per day, but we will soon be werking about
ten. This is good giz. for the fellows working at 1/- an hour.

A few weeks ago we had what a good many in New Zealand had never
seen before - a snowstorm. Such a thing had not been known in the
North Island for a good many years. The men working with me had never
seen such a thing bef'ore, and they thought it was grand. It had been
trying to snew [or several days before, but could only manage a sort of
slzet, which of course melted as it came down, but one afternocon it
snowed properly, and it was on the ground until the next morning. ile
were working in the bush through it all, and I must say it was a very
beautiful sight to see every tree and fern snowladen., Of course I have
seen the trees at home covered with snow, but then the limbs were bare
of leaves, bubl here where the trees bear their foliage all the year
rcund, the effect was far more beautiful.
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s Yuniho,
Taranaki.
gth Oet.'01.

I am sorry to hear that ¥other and Father are not going for a holiday
this yesar. But perhaps they changed their minds as I am sure ﬁhey °
would miss their annual ocuting. A good smell of fresh sweet*aif does
dees cne the world of good, especially after being cont'ined all the
year round in muggy old London. I was sorry to hear that therw veres at
all upset at my sending them a present. You may be swre that ny only
wish was to give them pleasure., It is a thing one doesn't seem to hétin=
when you are with them Dut when one is away - all on my own - as I havedv
teen, that is the time you realise what a parents aifection mezns.

WhOln?gjbgﬁgpisaggg qu%t? flnés?e? yet, but another fortnight will see the
£15/ meres dom. I intended to o it finished clks ag but A
been a man short from the sbart, andugtfért;ig;zh;?owi;éuoibgﬁPD;;rIlggfe
tOJgU back.tp the mill logging, so there are only two of us le;t Jh* ID
tages th? Job go very slowly. It is time now that it waa-donﬂﬁ éo”-QC1
to give }t,a good show to dry up by the burning time, Ibonlvuﬁope ?ﬁe
ﬁu@mcrrgl}l.be a{?ine'dry one, in which case there should beta J.‘i-pm'.nf-r
subn, a8 Lhcq? sre 600 scres felled here all Joining, Zo that will bb
thie bilpzgest fire that has ever burnt up this way. Tt will méar'a ﬁj ©
}ﬁ;ng ror me if T get a good burn, as I sihpll be able to étart-milvig"
e Following sping, and shall not then need to go out worﬁinﬁm;n:no§¢
put shall alwuys be able to get a living off my own piaceo -I+Uwili‘nog’
e muyn at first, but it will get better every year at the ti&ber fo+3
end thr: grass improves, I think it is pretiy well settiled that theré‘will
be 8 creamery epecped #ithin a mile of this place, wiich will be ven»:
hundy. Some suppliers go as far as Pive miles to the differéntufac%gries.
Puniho,
Taranaki, W.2.
15 Jan. '02
Dear iWlorrie,

I got quite a bundle of letters and cards from home at
¥mas, and you may be sure I was very pleased to receive them. Lizzle
also wishes me to thank you for the cards sent her. She was very glad
to be remembered so kindly, but I will leave her to speak for berself
zs I think she is writing to one of you. Like most young ladies -
ghe ig well yualified to speak up for herself, and if she could not, as
you know, 1 should be a poor hand al speaking for her.

I spent my Xmas in town and had a fortnights holiday - the longest
I have had for many a year. Of course I stayed with the Duckers, and
although there was very little in the way of amusement in town, still
I spent & very enjoyable time, It's no use my attempting to explain _
how this wag, becsuse you wouldn't wunderstand, as you don't know anything
apout this sort of thing, but you may take my word for it when I tell
you that I was sorry to have to go back to the bush and work again.
it is a treat to be in a comfortable now and again after bush gquarters and
bush fare.

I aw doing odd jobs until I can get my bush burnt. I get 1/~

an hour and I could get a permanent Jjob at the mill if I liked but I
wand Lo start on my own place agein as soon as ever I can. The weather
so far has been very showery and bad for burning snd I am anxiously
‘waiting for it te elear up. We wave a splendid chaice of gstiing a good
burn this yesar if the weather is only favourable. There are over 500
acres chopped dovm in one bloek, and a large piece like this gives ns

« chaice that we shall never have again., I have got down more than any
of the rest, so it means a good deal %o me whether 1t burns wzll cr not.
As soon 45 1t is burnt I shall have egeveral months work in front of me
sowing grass seed and fencing, as well as getting the place ready for
milking che following spring if the burn is a good one, and the ground
has bzen well ceared. ' L

If you are anxious to know what it feels like to be engaged, I will

tell you - that it can't be explained exactly. Rather let me give you

a bit of advice not the well known advice of Punch - '"den't". But an
extract from Haly 9rit, and which consequently must be good - "Go then
and do likewise", und there you will learn all about it, and won't want
to worm things out of

Your affectionate brother,
Yalter.
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Prankley Road,
¥arch 16th '02.
¥y Dear Florrie,

I received ycur letter in December and am rather ashamed
at myselt for not answering it before this (but as Jalter would be able
e S
to tell you) I am good at receiving but not at answering letters.

o you are pleased that ialter and I are engaged; I am very glad
to hear that, asg Jalter must have spcken well of m2 in his letter to youe

culd feel very lonely indeed without each other, al;hough we
gach other very often; only about once a menth, ~;:glte}f-
has been staying at our place Tor a weeks holiday. e have had a_oand
contest in Hew Plymouth and there were sixteen bands here, s*meth{ng )
wonderful for New Plymouth., e went to something each day as we do not
often havs the opportunity to go out together. We_had a very enjoyable
time. You ecan't imagine alter with a girl, but if ycuﬁcould.have seen
him last week, you would see that it comes quite natural te him tg hach
irl with him. I do think that he looked so nicec; he leaves his §55u
clothzs here and I take care of them for him, as he has no plece zo kefn
them yet. e are having splendid weather here - W3‘nezer hav? f05§ 1%;e
you do in Londer:s The only fault I can find with the Few Zealsnd weather
it ie too hot sometimes.

)
o]
a o

s &

Plssse remember me to your jlother and Father and accept my love

and best wishes for yourself and sisters.

I am,
Yours very sincerely,
Lizzie,
Puniho,
Taranaki.

13th June '02
Dear Florrie,

I am taking advantage of a wet day as ususl to write home,
and let you know that things are going on all right with me. Cf course
I am still as busy as ever, and seem likely to be. There is 2znough
work waiting to be done to keen me on the go for = gond many years, so
I don't want to see too many wet days. You will think I must be a
regular terror for work but it isn't so - I could kncek off work any
moment with the greatest of pleasure, but the sconer will I be able to
tek= things a Lit easier. For the last few weeks I have bsen fencing
and have just conpleted the second of my four boundary lines, and started
the third., I want the place ring-fenced as soon as peassible 50 as to
put cattle on, as there will be some nice feed by that time. I have
got & '"new chum'" helping me, named Jack Knights. He has only been in
H.Z. a few months, and has been working on Mr. Ducksr's place at the
Frankley Road until he came here abcut six weeks ago. Having been a
clerk on one of the railway lines at home, you can be sure he doesn't
inow mueh about hard work, but he gets on very well and learns things
very quickly besides being a nice chap to boot, so I Lave not got a bad
mate. He 1s very ancious to get a section for himzelf, but there is such
a rush for the land now when it comes out, that it will only e by =
streak orf luek if he is successfull., I shall keep him here for two
or three monthe yet, and after that he will be woriking at the mill.

3o the War is over at last. We got the news here about a week ago,
although it tock several days to reach the bush. It has been a long war
and has cost many a pnoor fellow his life. We all thought when the first
contingents left here that they would be too late for the fighting, and
that they would be just about in time to form part.of the triumphal
procession intc Pretoria, but there have been many gonre since - the last
only a few weeks ago - some of them never to come back again,

I am glad to hear that all are getting on well at home, snd that
you ace progressing in the right direction at your business. I notice
the old firm is doing a lot better Lthan they used to when I was there.
Do you remeaber the score there was once when they talked of going in
for bikes instead of horses and carts? Imagine to yourself old Joe,
wno I believe is getting fat - trundling a bike.

I am going to town tomorrow for a day or two, not having been fer
about a month. Yhat would you think if your bloke only came to see you
about once a month? But I am so busy trying to get the place ready by
nextl spriag that I have hardly got time to go at all. I have to console

Lizzie by telling her she will see olenty of me after a while, I am
trying all I know to get everything ready by ahout the beginning of

september, when I propose to enter the blissful state, so if you want to
beat ne on Lhe noat von will have +a hinian
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ealr rIorrie,

I am taking advantege of a wet day as usual to write home.
It's the first wet day we have had for a long time, so I mustn't let the
coportunity slip. We have been having some wonderul weather Lor the
last two months - fine and sunny nearly all the time. Peonle out here
reckon it's the t'inest winter there has been for many years, consequently
I have been able to get a little more work done thsn usual. 1 have got

2 few more days work to do to complete my ring fence, and I shzall be
jolly glad when it is done, and the place secure. This would have been
finished some time ago but we have had to knock off to do other jobs
that could not wasit,.

I have got all the timber for my house, and I am expecting the men
nere next week to build it. I should have liked to have it up by this
time, but its such a job to get mer just at the time you want them.
lowever they will knock it up inside of -a fortnight, and I hope tc have
it all ccmplete, and ths furniture here by the end of the month, You
will no doubt think it guick work toc put up a house in a fortnight, but
it is all woodwerk and is just built on piles let into the ground.

Theres will be threes rooms in it -~ two good big ones 15 feet by 16
and one smaller one, and being built just in front of the whare, the
latter will come in for a wash house., The house will cost about £100
all told. #hile it is being built, I have a milking shed and stockyard
to erect, as be ready for milking. I have got the cows here now, and
have got a horse and trap for taking the milk to the creamery, which is
now in cgurse of erection, and which is situated about half a mile away.
1 shall have a lot of work to do after I start milking such as cutting
tracks through the clearing, and fercing the place into paddocks - that
ought really to be dcne first, but I have not been able te find time to
do it all. I expect to milk 15 cows this year, and these should just
about keep the pot a - boiling. As time goes on, I shall be able to
milk more, especially when I get the rest of the bush dcwn. I have had
to stick to werk well to do what I have done in the time, but when I
start milking the work won't be quite so hard, and I shall then have a
wife to loox after my "creasture comforts", so I am looking forward to
better times in the dsys to come.

me happy day is not fixed yet but it will be one of the first days
of next month, so that most likely when I write my nexi letter my
bachelor days will be over, and perhaps I shall be in a position to
advise you whether to follow my example or not, although like the rest
of us its precious little notice you would take of advice if you wanted
to gel married, Puniho.

Taranaki, N.Z.
30th Aug. '03.

I am afraid I have missed the mail this month, I didn't
remember that it went out this week until too late. The postal order
came to hand saf'ely last month, for which let me thank all concerned.

I shall not spend the money until Lizzie gets better, and we make a

rresh start, and we shall of course want a good many things and the money
will come in very useful., I have not got any fresh news %to send you yet.
I have written, making enguiries, and am expecting a reply every day,

and sincerely hope it will contain good news when it does come. I shall
most ilikely be going down to see her in about & month's time - this is
unless bthe dcetors recomnend me not to go. They seem to think that
vigits disturb their patients, and throw them back; this is the rzason

I have not zone before, as I do not wish to do anything to retard her
progress in any way.

I am glad to hear that Jim Ducker has been to sse you. I believe
he is expected back here about October, The next time I hear from you
I expect he will have been to see ycu again and I shall get a few
more particulars as to what you all thought of him. I think hs is the
best of the btoys and I am sure you would like him. He will have had a
very interesting trip. I know Londcn wculd open his cyes a bit, as he
had never seen any town bigger than Auckland befors. He will nave
daifferent ideas about the world than he had when hs went away. MNost of
the young eolonials think their own little township to be thz aub of the
universe, snd when they do happen to see a little of the world it does

them a lot of good.
I am working now ah my bush; there are only two of us at present,

but we are making good progress. Tomorrow there will be a third man
starting, and it won't be many wesks before we will be finishesd with it.
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10th Jan. '0l.
Dear Amy,

So I have another nephew. Vell, the more the merrizr. I only
wisn I ecould see some of them, but I must content myself with your very
able, though perhaps slightly orejudiced discriptions of them. As for
your second son, and his not possessing the happy disposition of his
¢lder brother, I am not surprised. I don't know whzther you have ever
noticed it, but it has often struck me that baby Mo 4. is usually a
gort of wmedel baby, a regular mother's joy and pride, good tempered, and
deesn't want to be awake when everyone else wants to e asleep. With
taby No 2. however, there is usually a sad deterioration. In eocmmercial
rhrageology, it is nct "up to sample", so you mustn't te too disappointed
if it wants to cry when the other one would only want %o laugh, or to bec
awake when it ought to be asleep - its only the natural order of things.
I may be 5 sort of Jobs comforter or I may be putting my foot in it
by saying this, but a long and intimate experience of babies has taught
me this,

I am very scrry I have no better news of poor Lizzie. As soon as
I can get away - probably in aboub a fortnights tims = I shall be going
dovm to sze her agin. The doctor thinks a visit from mre might nerhaps
rouse her, so I may stop several days when I go, if it is likely to do
any good. I am afraid I shan't see much change in her, but even a little
improvement will be some encouragement.

Jim Ducker got back here a day or so before Xmas, and was very glad
to be home agzin. I wnave seen him once but only for a short time.

I am plea
saceessful, I
it must be a ¢

sed to hear that the operétion on Father's eye has been
am sure he will be glad to be able to read again. I think
reat deprivaticn, nol %o be able to resd anything.

This xmas was the quietest I think I have ever spent
go to town, as I have not been able to get away ; at the

did not fecl much inelined. With the Hew Year I trust *

brighter and haprier tines for us' all.

« I &id not
same time I
there will come

Elizabeth must have moved from New Plymouth out to Puniho to be with Walter on the bush farm,
and to live in the new house. Unfortunately a disastrous fire destroyed the house and most of their
gifts,(though as mentioned later, not Elizabeth's precious sewing machine which had fortunately
been left in New Plymouth. Because of the fire and the loss of house and domestic possessions,
Elizabeth had to return to New Plymouth.

srd June ‘04,
Dear Amy, -

I-am writing this from New Plymouth, where I am staying a day
oy btwo with Lizzie, I have to come in about once a fortnight eor else
somecns wonuld want to know the reason why. It is three weeks since I
was here lasgt, a3 I had to go down to Gibbon's new stors at Pikana last
weele Lo help take stock., I am pleased to say that Lizzie is kesping well
in f'act has lwprovsd considersbly since she has been here. Her zreatest
teouble now ig thoet she can't come into the bush with me, but it will be
about three months before I can get the house up again. I have got the
timber ordered, hut it will want sescsoning at least two months before
it will be it to put up. It should really have longer than this as the
weather isg very wet now, and the timber deeon't dry so aquickly as it
wonld in the sumner, I shan't be sorry when I can make another start,
as batchelorising and myself don'‘t seem to agree now, and Lizzie will.be
haopier and mere content when she is once more in a howe of her own with
me., It is to be hoped the new start will be more fortunate than the
previous one.

X I have got about another monthe work to do at Jim Ducker's, fencing
2;t?§ih?%c¥ %AW?nt to clear th place round where I want to buiid. T
SIORLE. HAve dohis ths.nn the first place, but I had too much to Go. I
intend Lo put in ahout a fortnight this time at it, and if I ean get a
{f“f fpéll_l §ha;¢,be able to burn most of the logs and stumns, and shall
then feel @ bit safer, in case of busgh fires. B

N It is very wet now, but we have had a wonderful swamer this year
the best I have experienced here, d

Lizzie wishes me to send her v 1 N b
rrom mysellf and hoping all are wel%? ® %0 yowend A1l 8% Bos.. The same
1 aim,
Your affectionate brother,
Jalter,
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Puniho,

. _ 29 Aug 'O4
I shan't have to muke many more trips as I am hoping to have another
home ready in a month's time from now, and then I shall Eave Lizzie bqgk-
here again, much to her delight. 'She will have been in town si;umontﬂs
?hen, and all the time she has been so anxious to get baeck again. I think
it has been better'for her to be in town till she is her o0ld self aga:n )
?lthough she doesn't seem to think 80, but I am sure it would have b°;%’
ton gulet herz, However, she now seems to be as well as she evvhdwa:m
and I don't anticipate any further trouble. I - w7

I am expscting the carpenters up to start the house next week I
suall be nelping him as much as possible, although I don'tv"vo‘eég'to be
much of a carpenter myself, still I shall do what T can soyésLtn et it
completed as early as possible. Unfortunately I have té go to P{hima for
gpout a week rlght in the midst of it. Jack Knights who is mansging
glbbons store theve is getting married, and-I am going to lock sfier his
ousingss while he is away. His young lady is coming :ut ffom"E;r{and -
ard will arrive in Wellington in about three weeks time. Jack ﬁgé to go
to mget her of course, and bring her to New Plymcuth, where thev.will %ﬂ
marrle?, so there will be another young man gone wwong, althougth ;
?oul§n~t like to say this if Lizzie was going to read it. Jack ;as in
the G.C. xly. office at Yarmouth before coming out here, working aboﬁt

twelve hours a day for atout 25/« z we
1 £ 25/~ & week, 30 he has made a o 3
coning to N.,Z. ’ etk s SR Ve By

As soon as our house is finished - it will take about three weeks -
I have to gst a few sticks of furniture Trom town, and then itvwill Be all
ready fcr'ou? new start. Three weeks doesn't sound long to build a house
Put wh;n it is a}l wood, except the rcof whiech is corrugated ircn, and N
the chimney .s tin, it doesn't take se long to slap up as a bricﬁ,buzld*ng.

A - s ..

| Between these two letters the new house was completed and Elizabeth moved back to Puniho
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This letter makes reference to Elizabeth’s prized sewing machine which fortunately
had been in New Plymouth when the first house at Puniho burned down.
It had been a 17" birthday present from her mother Eleanor Ducker.
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~ Puniho.
2nd Hov. 'O

Dear Amy,
T wm writing you this mail just to show that T have not forgotten

you altogether. I am writing this from our new home where LLizzie and
mysell heve been installed for the last fortnight, sc you see we ar
making a fresh start st last. It scems almost like bheing newly
married and I ean tell you its all right., It's mighty pleasant to come
o a comfortebls home and £find you have not got to ceck youwr own tea,
bat find it 8ll ready and 2 wife's smiling welecme into the bargain,
I have got to pub thie in as I know Lizzie will want to read ths 1att
I thirk it suits Lizzie as mueh ss it does me, for che doen't seem to
wiantt Lo go home to her mother yet, I think our bad luclk is over now end
better thinge sre in store for us., So leong as we both keep our health
and strength we shall soon pull rouwnd again, and I know we will be hapoy
sogether, Of couwrse’ I am & little bit henpecked, but 2 good many husbands
ars I believe, Ho doubt Charley could s tale unfeld if ne dar=d, but

the less saild on this subject the better, for the sake of peace and
guietness,

w

2T

T am pleased to hear that the boys are getting on all right., It
seems hard Lo me to realise that you are the mother of two, as I only
knew you asg a girl and I seem to think of you as one yz2t. They seem
10 be regular mother's joys, those children of yours. ‘/hen Jiin Ducker
came back from hngland I quite expected him to tell me they had got
wings, but perhaps he didn't observe them. Even if they haver't no doubt
Lluzy cught to have, for I am convinced from your deseription of them
that they are repular angels. I only wish their Uncle dalter could see
Lhem and their mother too.

T am asking Lizzie to write to you toc, and if she doen't theres .
going to be a row. have carefully obsteined from telling all the
news so that she ean't say I haven't left her snything to write about.

I had a letler from Prank Temple last mail, in whieh he %ole me that
hoth his sister Jenny and he are engaged to be married. I had begun
to lock upon both of them as being on the shelf, but as the old saying
goes "while there's life there's hope", and "its never too late to mend
I was pleased to hear it tcoo as they are both far too good to spend their
lives in single blessedness, and I know they will 1'ind more interest
and heppiness in life when they have entered that bLleesed state.

I must concelude this interesting letter which is mainly about
nothing, with love to yourself and the cherubs, and not torgetting
Charlzy and 21l of themm at home from

Your affecticnate brother,
Valter.,

Hewall Rosd,
Puniho.
Maov 22nd 'Cl.
liy Dear ¥lorrie,

I have been a long time in answering your letter, but
less T was pleased to get one from you. salter is avay from
ay, and it doss seem funny all by myself, Xt year when we

are milking, ke will be home all day working aboul the farm; that will
be Adelightful, He leaves here at 7 o'clock and doesn't get home until
half-past five., I generally have cne cow milked when he wvets home.

"I wish you could see our little home; I supnose you would fesl
a little strange here at first after being in Londen. iYalter seems
to be guit zttled down. He is zontent to stay at houe 2very evening
o never wanls $o go out visiting. I have been tryinc a little dress-
ding, and have one blouse made for myself. It looks quite nice.
welter says I will De trying to make his suits soon. /elfter used to
be rather culet, but he has plenty to sey now, for which I zm very glad,

I Just have the three rooms so do nct have much worlk do, but I sew,
and sometimes go out to work with Walter, when he is

We wenl wr 0 the mill on Sunday to see the boys and lary, and siayed
to tea, so it us late milking end feeding the calv

a to bpeth of us. I wi
appy Hew Year. lMother wants us te
Christmas but I do not know if we will manage i%.

Jith love to all at hone,
I remain, Your leving sister, Lizzie Rumball.

little musie
Christmas end a ha
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Puniho.,
23rd Nov. 'OU.
Dear #lorrie,

I have just remenbered in time that thes Frisco mail goes
out this week, so am writing, althouzh I have not much news bto tell you.
Yeu will have heard of course that Lizzie is inztalled usgain in a new
home, znd as she seems %o be on her best behaviour I am not thinking
of sending her back again - just yet at sny rate. Je both seem tc De
; along very happlly, and I am sure our new start is goin

Jogping g to turn
cut more fortunste in all respects than the former one. 2 have not
started milking this seuson - that is, going tec the fzetory. /e have just
got z couple of cows %o keep us supplied in milk, cream =znd butter and

we have pleniy cf' this. We also spert a few fowls 2nd get just about as
many eggs as we require and we know they are fresh laid and are not half
czg, half chicken, like some I have met with.

T hopz to start supplying thes factory next spring and would like to
milk =bout 20 ccws. Althcugh the clearings are a bit rough, thers is
always plenty of ygrass and I think they would do well. e are only a
few minutes drive from The creamery and the socner we rake the start
the better for us, At present I am just about doing what odd jods I can
get, and it isn't juch of & game, especially as the spring sc.far has been
wet and stormy, so I have not teen able to do mueh., Last year we had
z beautiral spring, but this ysar it has been just the reverse, and every
body 4 complaining. : :

all hsve xmas here scon, and while I think of it, let me wish
acny ¥mas and a Prosperous Hew Year. I have no doubt Lizzie

L same, dbut I am going to let her spesk for nerself, which,
i centler sex, she 1s well qualified Lo do. There is to
vul atl Vew Plymeuth at Xmastime, but I am not sure ws will
get away from here to seec it. I would like to go if we could
vsl the cows miltked while we were away, but most peorle of course want as
little to do as possible at such a time, and we can hardly expect that
agyone Will put Lhemselves at extra trouble to let us get away. Lizzie

; perbaps go iF I can't., I expect it will attract a lot of visitors

vo Hew kPlimacuth,

darch OEL 05, -

My Lear ¢lerrie,

Thunk you for your nice present and letter. I rpezceived
them both aboul » Cortnivht age, also a lstter from fmy =nd Emily, which
I shall be answering nexbt mail, I am sure it is very nice of you to send
me gome of your own worl, they are veary pretty. I hiad one light dress
bag burnt, but wes coing to make anolher. I learnt all sorts of fancy
worl at ths convent scheol. I went to school a forstnizht after alter
caune to our place to live, I gave most of the Tancy thir away, and
what I did-neot are bumt. ’

1 have bLeen waking rag mate for m
until we
and can

B y house, tc save boying others
on &_Dlt. I have wade five, I sew the r&:s6 on by machine
ong in a day. Some of them are quite nret

-
SLULF e

Je are sorry to hear Amy's husband is i1l, and trust he will soon
be better; now she must worry over it., nat dear 1ittle children
hers ars; ‘; s?guld_just like to have one of them always., I think the
it a bit like Jalter must hisve been when he was s baby.

) are gett%ng such a lot of young couples settled up here, There
1s a ur. Hart going to be married on Jednesday and he will live sheut
& iile from us.

Je heve snother cow in milk and it has a dear little

231f, sbeut
the prettiest I heve seen, I have been busy knittine Yaltsr scme socks.
I am just enout finishing the second pair; I intend doip:, anous six
pair,
It is so nice having my sewing machine, it was in town when ths heouse
Was burnt. e hsve got rather a nice flower garden and a lot of flowers
cut. The poppies are just a pieture, Next Jear we arz going to have

F (T

flowers in Iront of the house, at present they are at the baeck with
vegetablas. 'Je have been having green peas sincs Christmas. Falter
ways secs thal we have a good garden,

ot ot
[
[\

It has gene on raining very heavily, or else I was golng Lo the

s3tors to nost these letters. Walter js zoing to »aint the house. It is

going %o be a créam colour, but the weather is too bad v=t. 2 shall
vet Jim to take the photo soocn.

iloping you sre quite well, and with best love from myself and
Jolter, I will coneclude,
Yours affectionately,

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com
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Puniho.

18th June '05, . e
E am‘pleased to say that Lizzie is keeping well and I thirk, hapny,
enly she is begloping to think it is time she went to town to see her
mother again. I tell her that some day it will be my turn and I shall
want to go to see my mother, but she always telle ms zhzs would want to
A4

Sal
V&R

N

+

v
come too. I always have Lo steop at home batchelorising for we can't
both be away at the same time very well. There are always cowe and

calves and fowle tc look after,

I am still working at the mill but this is the lazt week., After
that I shall be doing my own work nreparing for miling. I have to
feance the clearings into paddocks, so that I can have the cows handy,
and so that thers will alvwys be one paddoeck shut up to give the cows
2 change of feed. It will take me about two months to get ready and by
that time the ewos will be beginning to come in, e have been having
terrible weather lately; gails and storme nearly every Jday, but it is
midwinter now and we have to expesct %that sort oi thing for two or three
months yet.

A newly-built settler’s home, made from milled timber and probably set on timber
piles.
Stumps of burned trees in the background.

This untitled image (source unknown) was taken from Rollo Arnold’s “Farthest
Promised Land”
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Ylarea,
Taranaki.
15th Nov. '05.

OJur swener seems cceming at last, but only reluctantly, the
spring having been one of the wettest on record. It is coming finer now
gradually and we shall be getting some hot weather soon. ie are fairly
busy now having 15 cows to milk night and morning, and a few more to
come in yet. 1t will be xmas or af'ter hebre we get themw all in, bhut
vetter late than never. Next yesr they should coms in earlier. e are
up now at about 4.30 in the morning - which seems rabther an wnchristian
hour when you srz neot nsed to it, but later on when we have mere to do,
we will have tc be oubt a little earlier still, but its very pleasing
at that tive of day all) the same. Ve usually have been milking some time
when we sec the sun rise over the ton of old Mown® Egmont - our shed
faces that way — and then things begin to gat a bit oo warm to be
pleasant, e get tham all finished and turned away tc feed by seven
o'cloek, by whieh time Lizzie has got breakfast ready, and by about
half past, I =m =b the creamery with the milk, whers I have to walt a
pit while it is separated, but I am back again with the skim milk for the
calves by 8,30 a.n, e start agin at about 4.30 in the afterncon, so
I've plenty of time to do cdd jobs in between. %o far we both like the
the milking although we are new chuns at it, and of course ratiher slow
for o stert. I am able to be howme 21l the time and can be improving
the place a lit%le in between times. It will alec pay better than
going out to wlrk as there is no lost time, but sometling is coming in
seven days & weeik and the chegque comes regularly at the end of the month.
e shall do bebter easch year if all goes well, as the yearlings improve
and we get a fow more cows, but even as it is I think we are making-a
fair start.

. . any amount of new milk for fetching'

McAllister Collection, Alexander Turnbull Library.
(taken from “Farthest Promised land” by Rollo Arnold)
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Hand milking in the paddock

Undated fragment of a letter evidently written by Elizabeth, describing life in their
new home.
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J Warea.
o ' Z0th Apl '06.
Dear »leorrie,

I am sorry tc say I missed the last mail, but am making sure
of this one. .c are all of us getting on all right, the baby especially.
Le has nothing to do but drink and grow fat, and he does that in 2 very
credibable mamner. He are deswing to the close of the milking season
nov, as the winter is coming on. The winter weather has been with us
g the past month, bringing pleanty of mud and rain fo? us. cur
ery will probably run for another month yet and will then closg
till avout Jeptesber. Considecing that it is our {irst year, and
botll almost novices al the werk, I think we have done fairly
cob a fair return.

or
1
1

Phe returns should increzse every year for a few years as the cows
improve. At present they are mostly young heifers anc they Lo give
more mill as Lhey grow -older and at the same time the clearings will

sy &
improve ay

¢ sive them a better show. e have had to ppt in_some }ong
days Wi the suaner time but the work is not hard. .e have Ju;t suartgd .
to millk vnee a day only, instead of twice. The deys are getting so shori,
o we shall be having easier times now. It is quite %_tregg to get

some nice long evenings again and have a read by the lireside, or as a

szt , nurse the baby. This gentlemen will scon be Lour months

spe at, £ r mont

c1d ig gebtbing guite artful. He has already found out the way
] 8 g 3 st :

to & arcund his mother. He has only got to smile and coo at her and

we would do onything fer him. Ile is not quite s0 sociable with me,
1 beeause he deesn't see so much of me, but now and then he
condesczen to give me a patronising sort of a smilz whep pe iz a
. rood humour snd I have to consider mysezlf highly 1lattered._
e leep his 1ittle stomach full he is on the best of terms with
ne hap%ens to be kept waiting, we are nctl sc :Piendly. you’

t = to the conclusion from this, that he is already begin-
ly treoit.

Zo lonz
ue, bub
will no d

ning to show a m

o
c

g

‘Mot terrible times they have been having at Zan Frunsiscc: ;t mugt
pe a terrible thing to be in the midst of such a catastrgphe. Jde have
earthouske shocks here on a small scale occasionally, but the worst )
of' thém will anly eraeck a2 chimney or two, or shake down =2 few pots of jam.

u

Jdarea,
20th Aug. '07.

orrie,

. ) I think its about time I wrote hcme again and I have no
deubt I owe you a letter, There dozsn't seem much news to tell, we are

still jogging alonyg in the same old way. e have Just out finished
cur wintse ho

/= 1f you can call it such and the cows are beginning
our attention again. We did manage to have a wesks heoliday in
tiew Flyaouth wit Te & UiDlSe wker and it was a nice change to @etd
2way rron the work even for a week, Lizzie locks feorward to roi;g heme
at least oince & year to sée the old folks aud also I think to let them
huye thz privilege of admiring the boy, who, howeveir, aid not get very
Teiendly with them. e was just beginning to feel at hceme when we came
away.

Althous

) ough we have had no milking to speak of for the lsst two monthe
I nave had cnty to do in the way of fencing and draining. Thevs are
=ndless jous to bz done to turn & new bush section iuto-audairy form, I
nave Lo make o Securs run for the pigs this pring, and I bave besn
enlargirg the gsrden, which will heve to be dvg up and planted as scon as
I cun manage it, bLefore we get too busy milking. )

I am planting some lial hedges round the garden to

o i _ shzlter it and
lmprove 1ts appearance. 1 planted one side today and have some more to do
tomorrow., It i too Lleall somctimes zs it is and when the shelter has

grown a bit, I want to plant some fruit trees - we have o few new, but
they won't do any zood till the shelter grews. I am going to put fowl
nettin 11 roand to keep the fowls out., The section should be big
enough but they prefer the garden and they Aon't mind coming
inside if they get a chance, althourh our little chap doegs his best
sometimes to drive them out.

|—

s we hgpi to ?nv? A few”more cows this year - ubgut 3C I hope, so we
H“MAL hayv slenly to do. Ve don't Mmow yet what srice we ape

get roy chg coqing 2asons butter, but it won't be S muech as last
year, ogt it wi 5ill be a fair price, I think. 3Zoue e fretories
are making ches of money
3

égst now, bg; esse mariet

PPN TP S

'| 4+
2 i L & [
'Sf instead of butter and they are makins & lo

t's hard to say how lenz it will last; the ¢

et
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William Seemnuays e
\ Benihe (= wfe)
L 10« e

Early cow shed on a bush farm.

William Greenway's cowshed
Puniho (circa 1905-1910)

(Photograph from Bradley
Walter’s collection)

(l—\l S‘\,-"\ <, \ Cf c

I am tusy getting my shed ready for our milking mschine., I had to
pull some of it down so as to maks it longer and wider, but am hoping
to get it finished soon. We have arranged te take over the adjoining
section to us in a yesrs time. OJur neighbour wished to sell out an
we thoupht it an exeellent chance, being situated sc conveniently.
Jith the machine, we will be able to manage the twe places easily. lyself
und a man - or even & voy - will be able to milk 60 cows znd Lizzie will
be able to gei out of it altcgethsr, and devote more time to her children
and house.

Machine milking in the early
days.

When the cow on the left is
finished, the "cups" will be taken

across to the cow on the right.

Each cow has a "leg rope"

The young man is in bare feet!

.Photograph from Puke Ariki Museum

(The picture was entitled “milking by hand” but more likely the cow is being prepared
for milking by machine, or being “stripped” after machine milking.
The vacuum tubes and sight glass of the milking machine can be clearly seen.)
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wWarea, Tezranski,
5th Oet. 1910.
vear pilorrie,

I wons very pleased inde=d to near that Father had pulled
round again and hope the improvement will continue. Somehow I guite
e¢xpesetad to hear that he was better again,

%2 are up to our nzeks in work again with the millking
the machins & now, snd the work is not so hard as it uszd

it very well., The cows ssem to take to 1t very well with one
exeeptions, I think thsy will take to it in time, Dut if they éon't

machine very weil, in fact we can't get the cows in the shed quick
enough, or we could milk them a lot gquickers We wmilk three cows at a

Lo nearly an hour arnd a half to milk them, but we should be able to m
them taprcuosh iuo an liowr once the cows are all used to the machine and
have a better system of getting them into the shed. It would take us

z lot aof work get
shall have things very convenient. “here is a water cupply to fix up
vet, so that we can have water laid on in the cow shed anﬂ the engine

I'C0MN e

I suppcte you know that we are oing to take over the adjoining

will b2 more salenble if at any time we wished to sell i e shall
our quartsrs to the other house, as it is larger than thi
this onece is tco small for us now. If we remained here 'ould nave

enlarge thic house very soon as we are getting too numercus,

t
i

Yarea,
30th Oct.1914/

wich holiday for us now as we are ints i T
1 : are wilking LE just now and have sbou 1% o}
Lo come, sc we heve plenty to do. We have had a an to hels vs &
gumr and ho give Lhand with the work cutsids, ze that Li 21 ed
} ;f rothing itk the cows. It buites the of us 1% hours to
milk now nLd #hct bhey sre all in, !t will take nearly two hours. I

guP'ﬂ ]o?hug.p. 6 tpis vesr to muake up our nurber., O
don't milk lilte cows, mat still they hRVb done very well s

“hc eorly spring wis ren
21 !"H*"l and c¢eld .’:"L‘.:.'”
e ogure te get It Lulrly ne for a few monthse. Ve are

» price for our cutput this yezar than v have ever had
culd have a pretty sood year if all gpoes well, Taking
has put a geod bizg rurden on our shoulders bub if all
a year or two, we shull socn 1ift it off again,

2, and gave us & good stert,

Lizeie has just got baek frow 2 trip to town. 3She went for a few
deys end stopped fh1v Weehy. Of course when she ol DHacl she was g
pleased to be home apgein, and never never wanted to mo again, dbut she
alresdy bheginning to talk about what she is going to @o when she gees
in 11n. I know she likes to go !nd see her mother =0mut1meh, and
perkaps its Jjust as well for we can't alwaJs have our mcthers with
L eonly wish 1 could see mine scmetimes. Both Mr. & Mrs. Ducker afe

setting a oﬂod age, but arve wonderiully unrightly for their age, and n
seem Lo ail waeh, Mrs, D, deoes all her own work and ¥, D, is alwa"s
working in his garden cor orchard, milks a cow or two and has & few Y
sores of land to kecep the rest o* his tire oceupied. -
Lizeie took the little ones with her and thzy all had a ride in
the meotor-cor - her hrotrsr s at the mill -~ much to the enjoyment Sf

X
5, and we find
vie

have had it working now about thres weex and sc far we have pot on with
«
we wmoy have to pass oul one or two. Lost of thﬁm give their milk to the

tine, and we have to get a wriggle on to get them ready for the machine,
and afser they are milked let them out and get a fresh lot in. It takes
ut

we

¢ulte chree hows to milk them by hand, and hard work too. It has made
ting reasdy for it, but when everything is finished we

ccetion at the end of the season. We shall have then 30 acres, and shall
orobubly mllk abu"t 60 cows ns=xt yesry It the machine does its work

as well as it promises Lo, myself and a boy will be able to mill thenm,

end Lizcie will not have to come Lo the shed at all, I shall have to get

another bucket, 55 a3 to millk four cows at a time. Tt will keer us tight

for a year or so buying snother place, but I think we will do vwell once
we get started with a bigger herd of cows. I think uke nwlace heing larger

shift

to

n
tlhie summer will goon b‘ Jere novi,
i

(=)
wn

m

ever
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Fov. 1941,

k wintry
is has Tesn

seems to be so near xmas, we have been havine s
is [

0

c¢ld and ceecasionally.
Y& have bo pay fcr
it now. DBy the-time xmas is here we oar sunner, and we

olill soon ferget all sbhout the rous

te glad to hear that we ars getting on all right with our

cong

e Jg oare milking 55 ecowo now snd have gé
looks a Big med of eows Lo milk, bu a boy
ier two hours, and we are getting milk

frem them, Another year we shall prooably get mo 28 the ns ?ne?ar.
are all heilers r, and they &on't give muchi milk the first year.

2a
The machine 1= running eplendidly, and the heifers take te it vepy

3 less trouble than the older cows, althouph these are net m
with the execepticn of a few that I shall peos cub in &
ses wilh youwnr conesg,

Both Li and myself have better times now have a boy to
izlp ws,  lie soves me a lot of tremping about, tal ; coNs avay

end Celching 1oin apain.  In time our own beoys will be able +o help
Tub that wvon't be for a #ood many years yet, They have to caryry the
Cirewosd 1a now, after it has been chopped, and they think this is

hard lines sosetimes., Alfred always wants Henry tc heln him but the
latter is & hit of a jib, and althoush Alfred uses persuasion, and then
threats, he often has to carry the 1ot. They are bath keen to help
gsometimes, but the enthusiasm doesn't last long as =2 rule, I think
playing and finding birds' nests is more to their taste, Mary is getting
quite o tomboy playing with them.

I hed the two Doys to lock efter last week, and Lizzi lary

were in twon. Lizzie went fishing - that's where the hoye get it from -
and got & I'ish hook in her finger. Hep brother Jim ran her intno town

in the motor car to get it eut out and ske had to stay there a week, wntil
the dector was satisfied that there was no danger of piscning. The boys
had never been left like that belfore, but they were wvery good, only

Henry who is 2 it of a baby yet, felt a bit sad sometimes,

0

Wares,
10th June, 1

Qo

12.

Jear Bmily,

I have net had any newe from home since I got word of
Mother's dzath, but hepe that all are going on all right, and that the
logs hae not been too mueh for poor Dad. I know it mus®: have heen a
great trouble te him, but trust he is bearing wp bravely. I think it
must be sightesn years since I came out here and I alwaye seem Lo think
of tlether »s she was when I saw her last - so well and active, although
I know time must have aged her,

I did not think then that I shculd never see hen azgain,

noreply tc your letier about Alice Lovelock's neice and her
nd, I der't think there is any doubt about them getting on in
wlond. O course a lot depends on the man., He mast not expeet to
to Grep siraight into the work he has been used to, but il he

is prepared to Ao any work that he iz able to do, of any descriptien,

%

L oam gure he would have no difficulty in getting it.

On all sides one hears of reople being unable to get bthe men wanted.
es are higher here, but the cost of living is hicher too, bu

Liils is so, the worlking man has better times re I think, He
chorter hours und I think lives better than s man 2t home in the
pesition. I onever like recomwsnding anyone to com: here, as some
colony when they get here, but ot the same time

fidence that no man may be afraid of coming

snd you the meney I owe you abeut Nmas aext -
. I think. /e hove been gnend e la
machin i : other Tern then stocking
should not have kept you waiting sc leng.

zo well next sessci, we will have all sue arreaps wiped
21l be dolng well. e have had o geod season this year
22y, owing to the prices we have reseived for our

seems svery pr oft the same next rear.

Lthere

Jith leve to all at home,
Yours affectionately,
nalter, i
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L vst

Jear Ada,

It seems to mn to be 2 very long time since we have written
to one another. I don't Know whether I am to bl‘uy, or yowu, ovr both of
ug, but when I got your new address from home, it rominded me that T
«ht to have wriiten you long ago. I get most of my nows ‘r:m Lmy and
and you may be .,Lu"> I am always 156 to have a lett
1ourh the last one or two have been rather sad o €S I
how sorry I {e¢lt when I heard that iother was losht tc ua
had not seen her Tor so many years, snd I knew tuurw w2s 11
cf ever se&ing her qﬁain, s1ill I always felt the mother-lo
fer the abgent ones, and dAid net grow any feebler with ce
i i his LvSS well, but I expeet it will be & great b

ig sts

tells me that dbetween you, you are golng to srzet a stone over
the grave. You muet et me take a share in this., It seems so Little that
ong canr de to show their love and recpeet, that Lizzic nnd myself are
anxicns teo take a part in anything that is done.

Je are jusb zhout through our winter here, and in = few davs will
ehing u-.r Cremamery again, and hefore we know where we shall
thick of M*lring agoin for anobher sesson, .eased to nay
last season, and it was a big help or we bad

snge taking over ancther fara and iy g ecows for it,
svery prapect of another good yer if this is so,

on our f“vt nicely.

y battling ever asinece we started, but have heen getting

rer way all the time, ard barring accidents hava

‘*“pin" some of the n;n- its of ouv of' struggling.
2 @ Wi thineg hers now snd the nrize our nroduce

';"'n' Last year we zot a big price;  we ean Hard»v hone

as aich lla year, but we may.

\') [}
O'
]

T

have been PVpectﬁng to heqr from Arthur Juniop, as tn wh a+hen
he is cominz to X.2. or not. iHe ssked me sometime ag

¢, &g hie appeared to have quitc made wp his
supposz I shall Licar from his scon. I hope he will ¢
he does come. There are plenty of crportunities here.
of % o i if' he cared to stop, and he weld
having a home to comz to.

you neard the nuws that we had
coret that I havu to in ori you
of five weels, It was
- Ne reason Lo suppose
with her, althongh sh
’lh he ulways fud and ulept :011 1 antil the last day
or two s MLH to b dci”g well., The dcetors say she wes almost hloodles
I the soor little one had no hops rro the st although we
it.  Onur sther cehildren have alweys veon well aad s*ronw
had no couse for suxiety on their aceowit, Je didn't 1lile
poor Llittle wite, huat for zll we know il Lz fer the bssgt
at ezt now. Everyone said shs was o Little Fumball,
phote of your by when a baby might easily pasc for one of hev,

little girl,
taken from us
to both
2 anything
WaHs a very m]m b“ny, but

,
£
A

dur scason will soon be draving to an end now., Another twn nmonths
and onr c¢ows will be dried off, Lor the winter. ckall have had a
Dztler yenrr than we have evepr had before, but there is room for a lot of
1un1079m Rt o yet, and I think we ghonld do bettor 5till ns time gees on.‘
de ars dalrying in oa very primitive way yet, but as +; - N
and  lapros

¢d we should get Lfar bebter retarns than we do necw.

“tie place gets cleared
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>
17-7-14.
Dear hnily,

but we heve buen all ugoet labely having had the house pullzd to pieces
nearly, in order to enlarge it and male it a bit aors nabitable. e
aave put in a new double conerete chimney, another bedrcom, ard pantry,
vathroom, 4 5 back verandah. e are outting in a kot and cold water
servies, bubl this has net yet been Pixed up. I had tc help with it
myuelr as the curpenter was in a hwery to get the job dene. iLs soon as
his part wag finiehed, I had to finish the rest and de the paper hanging

I am afraid I have been neglecting you =11 si home lately,

painting, varnishing and so on. I have not done yzt. The 0l& rooms
had to be repapered and psinted so there has hezen a gcood bit to de.

However we shall find it a lot more comfortable and coavenient than it
Wwes bufore, so the time spent will not be wasted.

Je are just about entering another milking season. The last one
was the best we have had yet, but I am in hopeés we shall improve every
in this respect for some time vet. A lot depends ‘on the nrive we
for our cheese. Last year we sold fairly well, but we don't know yet
we are likely to get this year. We should soon lnow however,

I have not heard from Arthur Jnr. lately., He was to let ame know
definitely whether he intended coming or not, but I sunrose he has not
made up bis mind yet. The last I heard was that he was tryingz a fresh
job. .

e had a letter from a lfrs. Kash - Arthur's wife's sister T think,
who was with her husband in Canterbury, asking if we eould give him a

job as he bad no work at that time. As we weprs Just on the pcint of
making ourwultgrat}onsf this was nct~possible at the tiase, as the house
would be almost wninhavitable, but offered to give him a Job l1ater on if

ne still it. Y& have heard nothing of bthew sinesz, so presume
that Le work. I don't think he wculd have much difficulty
aeout th as he wae prepaced to do enything: that came along.

I don't think I have thenked Jou yet for the beoks you sa2nt the
children some : 50 do so pow. They like them very muci. There
they like better than to get me or Lizzie

3

-

is nothing rzading to them,
zlbhough Alfre: auite able to rezd them himself.

{
\

‘.'V a e a ’

12-11-14

I hope this will arrive in time to wish all &t home & Werry
Heppy New Yegr, .

am afraid this will be a sad Xmas in many homes. #rom the highest

Lo the lowest many faces will be missed that will never be seen apain.
There will naturally be much sorrow, dbut 1 think tasre should be a great
pride too, tu think that thosc who have fallen should huve done so in
cuzh o jusl cause.  dar is a dreadfal thing, but wien I hesrd that
snglend hod deelured wor in defense of little Belgium I felt glad and
proud. fThers are times when a nation must be srepured to make sreat
sacririces in men and mensy to maintain what is just =nd right, to fight
against the barbarlity that is ruining and desecrating the homzs of
Belgiwe, wnd thot would mete out the same treatment if it cculd, to

the bomes of England.

I dca't lmow whettier you have heard that we had ¥r. & Yro. Yash
for aboul, ten- weeka, I

I did not remember her at al
Lo eame to Jniteomb St., but she sgeemed to kn
Cheistvehureh cince they came ocut, She had got
1wd doneg praciieally nothing., There's little work hers
2~ stone-mascr - Lut he could have got other worlk, however he did riot

s
y a2 I think she wac qguite young

{
o

P

o

3 W e
FON O

3 et

e disposed to Lteke anything to go on with as he sheuald have done, I
o > was too c¢ld to adapt himsel? to farm work and he didn't
seem c his best at it, so we didn't get on very well, and
in to part. I thought it might make 1t easisr for Lizzie
IE here placec in the shed, but ha mad: t wmere werk in
b : was no hether off. e got on a 1o etter with his
wi o Jolly and geod company,
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darea, }
- Taranslki, H.Z.
11452

the s ane @ifficutty here in II,7

. houses.
impoasibls to rent one, o 2 tuys
- Lter to : the tens uL° cut tenant
con L_nl other arcomucdéation one camnst ferce ssessicn,
1ot ong way have bought the freehold. ttle
ard T

111ding dene during the wer, the e

n el

althcugh

Laour sc scarce. Feopls are having te bhulld ’
re desrer than ever, and g houssz costu ats to build
id o fev yeors ago.
surpris o1 to lezrn that we alse are trying to scll outb.
BTy 1y years noaw of bush farming, and am begzinning

like a rest, e . but
to work hard. A bush form ie no plarc f'or o man who wants
"hf’rc is
plovphed it looks very nicc - dlffersnt counbry
srriee more stoelh - bub the work of cl:ar:ng a nlace
BOPmd - SEENE NEVET done, Ir the 3 were g Taw years
I te it, but it would be a good »
o oof the heﬂv,; worl, If they want to farmp when they are
] Fould vahc ancther plece, but a smaller and & bit of bLelter
Tand. However I have not sold this yet. ave hed saveral
it bot nons of then have boan prepoared to
? L%an v Just abeut the lot Jaft on mortgwgps,
of eosi, or 1ts no use my selling
the Llast yeazr or o, scus of it up Lo as mueh
is come of the besl land in Hew Zoaland.

» our nreduce snd that is putiting up Lle

s

t.

apd b

We are just about finishing our present seascn, and I am heping

to zell ocut bei'cre the nexi season starts. If not, we may have to put
in ancother year de sheuld be able to get enough out of the place to

s

1
s very ,amisrtable, and then can give the Doys a stsrt lzter on if
e

I am plessed beo say the family is going on 2ll right. Our youngest
rloreie - started tc go tc school a short time ago, although not yet
chool age, but sghe wanbzd to go very badly. Apparently it didn't cuite

ccie up Lo hu‘ expectations as after 2 time or two she wade up hsr mind
thet iz wasn't poing any mere, 3She will have to think better of it next
swnmee, I need hardly say she is a bit of a pickle, but I hope that as
tine go2ec on ghe will Decome more liks her father.

I must wind up now with love to 2ll,
Youre affectionately,
dalter,

muzh to 4o to ckar the land Iuwiy for ploughing.

“b helore they

th

i
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Appendix 2  Early Days of Ohiwa by Leo Ducker

R LEO DUCKER spent three da

y eiising in the Eastern Bay of
Plenty recently. : : ‘
e

<

Newspaper clipping from the collection of Ron Henderson
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, AWl
Ohiwa Harbour in the Bay of Plenty. (Google Maps)

| 1@.
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EARLY
DAYS
OF
OHIWA

BY -- LEO DUCKER ...

OHIWA

"-zphla Rvohtors
ovse (ROU Vedd-rs)

Kauri

harehvra Pa

Thukatea
4 ﬂb a & =
Kiekie bedy
x
oyster reck Site of former, I'a Sites
P hkotel
aFQI'ﬂa p“ DUC‘(?' or

The old Ohiwa township, shown here in black shading, has since disappeared through
erosion. The Ferry ran from the township to the Whakatane sandspit at left.
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EARLY DAYS OF OHIWA.

In the year 1881 my Father along with his family: Father, Mother, 3 Sisters and 3
Brothers arrived by ship from England to settle in New Zealand. The only way
Grandad could persuade Grandma to come out to the Colony so far away, was on the
condition that he lay down his pipe and never smokes again, which he promptly
promised to do and never ever broke his word.

They arrived at New Plymouth on board the Ship “James Baine” after 15 weeks at sea,
to be landed in New Plymouth amid a round up of Maori warriors.®* Hundreds of
them, all lined up on the beach under military guard, and according to my
Grandmother, was a most frightening experience, as there were war dances and Hakas
going on all the time. She related how the ground shook with hundreds of bare feet
thumping in unison and told Grandad clearly she wanted to board the ship and return
to England.

He reminded her of the deal they had made about "laying down his pipe’ so she
condescended to stay, but very reluctantly. Grandad was a carpenter and built a very
nice home while starting up a sash and door factory in New Plymouth, which he
operated until he died in the year 1917.

My Father Frank was his Mother's white haired boy and he really did not settle down
to a permanent job of farming as the rest of the family did. .As a young person he
went to Australia and joined a Vaudeville Co. of J. C. Williamsons. He became their
leading comic singer and after a couple of seasons in Sydney he came to New Zealand
with the Company, then finally returned to Sydney with them.

When a cabin trunk with all his false wigs and paraphernalia went missing on the
voyage, it put paid to Vaudeville. During his singing career he met and married my
Mother who was Lily Eyes whose occupation was school teaching.

Mother lived in Papakura while my Dad was working as a steward on ships plying
between Auckland and Australian ports. My Father had wanted to finally settle on the
land, after extensive enquires he obtained a lifelong lease of Uretara Island, which
was 181 acres, in the Ohiwa harbour.

The Island was not available right then for several reasons so Dad still kept his ship
steward job, and even sailed as far as Cooktown in northern Queensland. During this
time Mother lived in Avondale, Auckland, where her first child Bradley Ward was
born.

My Mother left Avondale and went to New Plymouth to Papa's Mother where my
Sister Olive Lois was born. From there Mother moved to Eltham, Taranaki, where
Mum's third child Ronald Dudley was born. At this time Papa was going to take
possession of Uretara Island in the Ohiwa Harbour, so Mother moved to an Opotiki
home in the Bay of Plenty.

%4 There appear to be errors here. The Duckers' arrival in New Zealand was at Wellington, in June
1880, after about 15 weeks at sea, on the ship Geraldine Paget.

It is likely the Maori welcome which frightened "Grandma" took place in Wellington.

James Ducker did not own or operate the Sash and Door Company, but was foreman there until 1900
when he resigned his position.
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Mother's fourth child Cecil James, was born at Opotiki. Our family had moved to a
little unpainted house at Ohiwa, and just 18 months later I, Leo Alfred, put in an
appearance. As stated earlier | was premature and born at home in Ohiwa.

Mum'’s sixth child Clarence Edward, was born at Opotiki. One would wonder when all
this was going to stop as Papa was away such a lot. However he must have come
home now and again. There was a seventh child, Eric Norman, born in 1912 at
Opotiki, so we had a seven aside football team, but one was a girl.

| was the first white child to be born at Ohiwa, on June 24, 1906. As | was born
prematurely and Papa being away, Mother bore me at home helped by a Maori
woman who lived in a whare just down the hill from our little unpainted house.

My premature birth caught Mother by surprise and she had no milk As there was not a
cow within many miles | was put to a Maori wonan who had given birth to a baby
some weeks earlier. (My first goes at share milking.)

When Papa came home he went to Opotiki and bought a cow, which promptly went
dry. He said it was due to the treatment it received while travelling the 12 miles, but
being in the middle of winter when | was born it was time the cow did go dry.
However it calved in August and there was stacks of milk for me.

In the meantime | had been put on Highlander Condensed milk and did very well. |
still take a pull out of a tin of milk when | get the chance, so it did not put me off the
stuff.

My first memory is when we moved from the little unpainted house on the hill behind
Ohiwa to a shed on 2 acres of flat land Papa had purchased at Ohiwa proper. We lived
there until our house was built by Grandad Ducker and Mr. Took who had come from
New Plymouth to build the house, which was also to be a grocery store and Post
Office.

It was great living in a real house. It was built on sand and | can still hear Mum saying
"Wipe your feet on the sack on the step before coming inside’. Apart from that we
always seemed to cart a lot inside on our bare feet.

Mother ran the store and Post Office while Papa, (who was a stevedore) was busy
with shipping, as Ohiwa harbour could always be worked. All the Opotiki cargo
would be brought to Ohiwa, along with cheese from the Waitoki and Waimana
factories, carted by Mr. Alan Abbot in his big wagon drawn by 4 big Clydesdale
horses.

| was always fascinated by the horses, as they were fed and watered at Ohiwa before
returning to Kutarere where Mr. Abbot lived. | can still hear them snuffling and
munching in their nose bags as they ate up their chaff and oats.

| started school in the year 1911 and on my first day I received a Coronation Medal of
Queen Mary and King George, which 1 still possess. Every school child in New
Zealand was given one. Five came to our house and Mum kept them for us, giving
them out later in life.
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There were several families farming along the Waiotahi side of the Ohiwa harbour
and their children attended the Ohiwa school. The Crowther’s 4 eldest children went
along with the Black's 2 children and Mr. Reid's 2 children. Also 4 of the Holliway
children giving the school a roll of 18 - 19.

Most families rode on horseback to school by way of the mudflats. The 4 Crowthers
riding on the one pony was quite a laugh. Mr. Grahame was our teacher, he had one
child. Mr. Campbell was in charge of the stables. (The coach coming as far as Ohiwa)
Passengers then crossing the harbour by launch and another coach would pick up the
passengers and return to Whakatane or Rotorua.

If a passenger arrived in his own gig or buggy, the vehicle would be put on a flat
bottomed punt and would be rowed across with the horse being towed behind.

Not very satisfactory but it was the only way of getting across. Later a ferry was
provided which was a big improvement as the vehicles could be driven straight on and
the crossing would be much simpler. The coach used this method also until another
stable was built on the Whakatane Spit side and the horses were left there overnight
preparing for the coach the next day.
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Coach and Fassengers . =l .
Ex Whakzfane Spit. Driver: Chris Jesgp

The passengers would cross by ferry and Mr. Campbell would have coach and horses
waiting to take them on their way to Opotiki and as far as Gisborne. With the Motu
Road journey in front of you it was quite an adventure. This method was used until
1913 when the Waimana Gorge road was put through.

The coach went around the long way through Taneatua, Waimana and Kutarere.

It was great for the people inland to have transport for the first time.

It was easy to get into trouble as there were 6 of us boys and the eldest only 12 years
old. My only Sister Olive had gone back to New Plymouth with Grandad Ducker for
her schooling. She never came back to live in Ohiwa, only twice for holidays as Mum
was busy in the store and Post Office. It was a job to keep an eye on 6 lively boys.
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However, one day, Clarry went missing and we found him in a boat drifting up
harbour, paddling with a stick. Had he decided to step out of the boat it would have
been goodbye Clarry. He had picked the light anchor up and put it in the boat which
floated off as the tide was making. A fisherman who summed up the situation got in
his boat and set off after him. As Clarry was only 3 years old it is a wonder how he
decided to stick with the boat

I must mention my lucky escape. It was a Sunday and Mum and Papa had gone over
to our Island which was almost 3 miles distant up harbour. We had strict instructions
not to go near the wharf. After they had gone in the boat some people arrived from
Opotiki to go fishing on the wharf.

My Brothers Ron and Sos (as we called Cecil) and | went out to the wharf to see the
fish being caught. On looking up we saw a boat coming down harbour so we high
tailed it off the wharf on the uneven side by the cattle race. Me being only 5 years old
missed a plank and went down into the sea. | was wearing a straw hat tied under my
chin. Mr. Morrison who was fishing, spotted the hat floating towards the bar.

He had heard the splash and realised there was a boy under it.

He dived in, swam to me, and pushed me ashore, thus saving a certain drowning.

| was changed into dry clothes and when Mum and Pop came home it was spanks all
round, but not me as Pop said | was lucky to be alive and not to disobey him ever
again.

We finally left Ohiwa to live on the Island, the accommodation was sparse to say the
Least. A lean-to hut with a dirt floor and 2 tents of the old type with a fly. Bradley and
Ronald slept in one tent and Sos and I in the other, while Papa and Mum occupied

the lean-to hut with a big open fire over which all our cooking was done

Wire hooks hanging from a bar over the fire held our billies which were used for
cooking, at the right height from the flames. Of course the camp oven would be
placed in the embers. The chimney was built of corrugated iron and about 5 feet
across. As we had stacks of wood the fire would rarely go out. A backlog would
always be placed on the fire.

Our early income on the Island was from grazing cattle belonging to farmers from
Opotiki, supplemented by butter and eggs which were produced by our 100 ducks.
We also had a market for cockles in Auckland and that meant that 3 sacks full had to
be gathered the day before the Ngatiawa sailed for Auckland, so they would arrive at
the fish market in a fresh condition.

| can state it was a real chore. No matter what the weather, the cockles had to be
gathered, sometimes at first light in the morning to catch the boat. If the ship was in
at the wharf our cockles would be winched aboard by ship's gear which was a big
help. Otherwise they had to be manhandled which was quite a task

A sack of cockles is no lightweight. I was very young, just 6 years old and had to help
my Papa and 3 brothers to gather cockles in cold mud and sometimes when very
windy. Me blubbering all the time and | must add with a runny nose, which could not
be wiped by dirty muddy hands. | simply loathed it and | must state, so did my
brothers.
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We also grew potatoes and maize for the market, and it was a big job getting it to the

market in Auckland, as we had only a 12 foot flat bottomed punt to do all the carting

to Ohiwa It meant several trips a day sometimes. If the produce was left in the Ohiwa
wharf shed too long it would be ruined by rats, so that meant we had to work with the
arrival of the ship. .

In 1912 my eldest Brother Bradley got a job on a farm at Waiotahi, so from that time
on he was rarely back home. Then Ronald went to work on a farm also at Waiotahi,
leaving Cecil and | at home most of the time. We were aged 6 and 7 respectively.

Living on the Island was not difficult as we got a grocery order from Smeetons,
Auckland, once a month by boat. This was a standing order and never varied.

At times we would run out of food before the month was up, but as we had plenty of
sea food it was no hardship.

We have often sat down to a kerosene tin of lovely boiled cockles. (We knew where
to find the large juicy ones) If we had visitors the medium sizes were good enough.

It was a treat to have a real feed of cockles, camp oven bread and home made butter.
It was food for a King. Of course we were never short of flounder. Papa would send
us boys dowm to spear enough flounder for tea. This would usually be in the
afternoon with the tide making so we would just pick off the best, usually about half a
dozen would do.

The fish were so plentiful in the early days, one could pick and choose. We never did
go spearing at night at all. There was no need to. We had a large heavy frypan which
would fry two flounders at a time, and as we never had dripping, they were always
cooked in home made butter; yes, yellow belly flounder in home made butter.

| can still savour the taste of that delicious food.

We grew our own potatoes and corn, and we had plenty of eggs, as well as the 100
odd ducks we had always about fifty fowl, and when we needed chicken it simply
meant catching a rooster and dressing it. Either roasting it in a camp oven or boiling
in the dixie with barley.

Honey was in plentiful supply as the wild bees built their hives in dead standing
pongas. We would tie a rope well up the dead ponga and cut the tree at the base.
When it fell it would be quickly dragged down the hill, as the bees came out they
would fly straight back to where the ponga stood, leaving us to split open the tree and
extract the honey. We never gave honey poisoning a thought and were never affected.
We always had a kerosene tin full of honey. When it got down a bit we would get
another tin full by the same method.

I can well remember the White Island Eruption in 1912.%° Cecil and | were left at
home on the Island while Papa rode on horseback to Opotiki. We had our chores to do;
onewas to turn the eggs in the incubator which was full of selected eggs.

%5 The White Island Eruption which Leo recalled was in 1914, not 1912. 10 people were killed.
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We could see the huge column of
dust and steam rising from White
Island from our place, but little did
we realise the tragedy that had
taken place.

Thirteen dead.

Papa went out with Albert
Mokomoko on his launch and the
only living thing was the cat
which he brought home.

The incubator was situated in the maize crib. While doing the turning of the eggs,
(which took some time) the earthquake started. Well, as we were used to short jolts
in the Bay of Plenty, we did not take a lot of notice at first. Then came a wallop and
we both made for the crib door. It was built on blocks 3 feet off the ground.

We jumped out and were both thrown on our backs, such was the shake. We picked
ourselves up but were thrown a number of times while crossing the paddock.

On reaching the lean-to house with the earth floor, we were greeted by trays of milk
which had fallen from the setting shelves on to the floor.

It was 1913 when Papa made arrangements for me to go and stay with Mrs King at
Kutarere and attend school there. | thought this was good as | really enjoyed school.
However it did not last long as Cecil had been taken ill and was in Opotiki Hospital,
so | had to return home.

Mum was coming back home and | was overjoyed at her returning, so | rowed over to
meet the coach and picked Mother up on the day. Papa had schooled me to say
"Mum, I'm glad you have come home", but | was so overjoyed and with my
impediment in speech | could not get it out, more's the pity. However it was not to
last as my Parent's quarrelled a lot and Mum could not take it any longer.

It was my job to take her over to the coach and say goodbye. It was the saddest
moment of my life. | was only 7 years old. | do not mind admitting I cried for days.

Papa was building the new house up the hill on the Island, and we finally moved in,
before it was finished, of course The back portion still had a dirt floor. However
Papa applied for a Governess in the Weekly News.

Finally a good-looking woman arrived, plus one son, Douglas.

We were lined up and told, this is your Governess and she had to be obeyed at all
times as you would obey your Mother. Well, things went pretty smoothly until Papa
enlisted for the Great War.

Finally he was called up, and his excuse was, "he knew the returned Soldiers were to
be granted land on their return."
He wanted the Island freehold.

He was paying only one shilling a year rental so God knows what else he wanted.
However, when he returned from the War he found the Government had deemed the
Island a reserve.
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When Papa was called up, Papa and Mrs Turner (our Governess) decided to marry.
As he said “we would have someone to look after us while he was away at the War.”
Well, it did not quite work out like that as Douglas was her only son and we got the
full blast of a "stepmother" for year with no holds barred.

My Brother Clarry was not at the Island in the early days as he also went to New
Plymouth to my Grandmother's for his education, Norman was with our Mother as he
was very young when she left home. So Mum took him with her. On our return to the
Island, when Papa was discharged from the Army, we carried on farming and the boys
went to the Waingarara School. That was 4 miles distant, 2 by boat and 2 by foot.

If the tide was right we could walk both ways through mudflats and then up the sledge
road to the top road and then on to school.

I can remember my Sister Olive travelling from New
Plymouth to Ohiwa to spend her Christmas holidays on
the Island. | was overjoyed at the prospect of seeing her.
Olive was a young lady by now and | was always very
proud to be seen with her.

All good things must come to an end however, it came
time for Olive's return to New Plymouth.

Papa had arranged to row her to Ohiwa to catch the
Ngatiawa for Auckland.

- On the day of her departure Papa asked me to row Olive
to catch the boat which | was overjoyed to do.
' ' : I had been wishing | could go back to New Plymouth
with her On arriving at Ohiwa | asked Olive to take me with her. After explaining
why she could not, | wished | had not asked her.

When I finally said goodbye to my Sister, the tears started and on the way home in
the rowboat | simply bawled my eyes out. | was 12 years old and | should have been
able to overcome my grief. It took a while.

Papa had put an application to be in the Draw for a Returned Soldier's Farm at
Woodlands, Opotiki. He was lucky and won a ballot. So in 1919 we finally left the
Island and took our stock to the new farm.

The new farm did not have a house on it so we built a cow shed and lived in that until
we had the house that Grandad Ducker built at Ohiwa, moved to the farm.

We had three and a half miles to go to Opotiki school, which was a long way for the
young children. However after Papa had negotiated with the Government for several
months he finally got approval to run the buggy to school. Papa provided the transport
and was paid half a crown per head per week. There were 4 of us and 3 Holland
children which made the operation pay.

| was the stage driver, at least, that is what the school kids called me. I did not mind
that so much, but the 4 boys on the back seat were pretty hard to control.
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After a couple of years the Government, after much pressure, built a new school at
Woodlands not very far from where we lived. It was a great relief not having to catch
the horse and pick up other kids each day for the drive to Opotiki school.

| have earlier stated the shipping
to Ohiwa was very regular as the
bar could always be worked on
the high tide.

The Ngatiawa, skippered by
captain Keatley was a

regular weekly visitor bringing
cargo and passengers for the
Eastern Bay of Plenty.

SS Ngatiawa. Photograph: Auckland War Memorial Museum

Opotiki bar was rarely workable so most cargo was shipped through Ohiwa.

The butter from the Opotiki Dairy Co. was shipped along with the cheese from
Waiotahi Cheese Factory, and the Waimana Cheese Factory. Also Cheddar Valley
Butter, but that was much later. It was established in 1916.

The stage coach was the main passenger link with the towns up and down the coast.
The driver of the coach was Mr. Chris Jesperson, a tall man with an excellent
Moustache. He could handle the 5 in hand very well. The coach had side curtains
which could be let down if needed. The roads made every ride long and bumpy.

The coach could traverse the beach when the tide was right which was a pleasure,
providing many miles of smooth going. After leaving Ohiwa, the coach would, if the
tide was out, traverse the beach, crossing the Waiotahi river at the mouth, and
continue along the Opotiki beach, leaving the beach to cut inland to cross the
Waioweka river at the long one way bridge and into Opotiki.

That was not the end of the beach run, as it went on via the famous Motu Gorge to
Gisborne, which meant a real journey. From Gisborne to Matawai, day |; Matawai
to Opotiki, day 2; Opotiki to Rotorua day 3; Rotorua to Hamilton, day 4; Hamilton
to Auckland, day5; with many changes of horses at the various bases.

| had travelled by coach to Rotorua as a child at the age of 6 years. My most vivid
memory is the changing of the horses at Lake Rotoma. It was always called the half -
way house. The Maoris were selling cherries on a stick for threepence. Mother

bought me one and I thought it was marvellous

However with the new team of horses we arrived in Rotorua while it was still light
being summertime. We stayed at Thirwell House which was a new Boarding House in
1912. It was situated in the main street.

I travelled to Opotiki once and I was allowed to stand and hold on to Mr. Jesperson’s
tall seat and I thought it was wonderful. | wanted always to be a coach driver from
then on. That came later.
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It was 1912 when we moved to the Island and we would get our groceries by boat
from Auckland. It was quite an event opening the crate and unpacking carefully.

As we knew amongst the groceries there would be a bag of boiled lollies. They were
put in for us by some kind person, the packer I guess. Maybe it was the Firm called
Smeetons Ltd. which was later The Farmers Trading Co.

What a delight. There would also be a big tin of Cabin Bread biscuits of which we
became very fond when spread with lashings of honey. We always seemed to have
enough to eat, isolated as we were.

When clearing the land of titree it was
quite a trek to the site, we would light a
fire and boil up and have billy tea.

What a taste, | can still remember it so
well. If there was enough Camp Oven
bread we took that along also, but for
convenience we usually took Cabin
Bread.
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Honey went down well with billy tea. Of course at times we would be out of tucker
and relied on junket and stewed peaches. We just took a big pot of junket around to
our job, and when lunch time came we would share the junket out of the pot, a
spoonful each until it was all gone. We found the milk had to be blood temperature, if
hotter the junket would be almost cheese by lunch time. That was not so good and the
continual shaking while walking to the job would not help. Almost the natural process
of cheese making.

While working with the slasher on the scrub we were always in sight of water, and |
would give anything to tear down the hill to the sea for a swim and cool off, as it was
very hot on the Island.

I can remember on a couple of occasions Papa saying “would you boys like a swim”,
we would echo "yes Papa" and be hell bent for the water, dropping our pants as we
ran. Of course it was all skinny-dipping and no worry as we were 4 boys.

Back at the house after milking, our evening meal would be made ready, usually by
Ronald. After washing up the 5 enamel plates and cutlery it was wash feet time.
Usually Papa would then read to us, from pages of the Auckland Weekly News.

By this time 1 would drop off and would be sent to the tent up the hill, to bed, which
| hated on my own. If Sos came along with me it was alright, but he was one year
older and could stay up a bit longer. Brad and Ron slept in the other tent and Papa
in the lean-to. It really was only a shack
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Papa being a comic singer a few years earlier
with J. C. Williamson and Co. in New
Zealand and Australia, his services were
always in demand at concerts as there were
no moving pictures or anything like that

If a small town wanted to raise money for a
reason, such as cricket or football teams

and such, he was always asked to do a turn. It
was well known that if Frank Ducker

was performing, people would come for miles
to hear him.

It usually meant I would go along with him for
: company. Being at night | would be

left at home as it was school in the morning. But on a Saturday night I could go and

felt very proud of him, when he got all the applause.

There were a few Remittance men about. One who visited us regularly was Paddy
McGee who lived alone with his horse. On the day he would receive his money from
Home, (he called it) he would get very drunk and went into the Dingbats at times.

He came in late one night and asked Papa to go home and stay with him as there were
men with guns at his windows; he would swear it was so. By the time Papa had
bunked him down at home, us kids had the wind up. We did not like to go to bed.
However Paddy passed on. We missed him calling in. He was found on Moutore near
where he lived in the old house with his horse grazing nearby.

Another Remittance man was an Englishman, a fine looking, well spoken chap.

His name was Julius Donner. He lived in various shacks around the Ohiwa harbour.
Finally when we left the Island in 1919 he moved into our house and stayed there
until he died, but unlike Paddy McGee, he was a very interesting man.

I could listen to him all day if allowed. He came from a fine English family but
blotted his copybook as a young man. He was shipped out to New Zealand finishing
his days in our house on Duckers Island, which he was very fond of. He at times went
to Opotiki, always barefooted. He told me he had not worn boots since coming to this
Colony. By the look of his feet | am sure that was correct, | can talk, my feet did not
see a boot until after the first World War, and | hated them.

It was not all hard work living at Ducker's Island. We 4 boys had our own way of
enjoying life. As Papa was away most of the time it gave us a free hand to play so
long as we did our chores.

Our first choice was fishing, | think. Just for pleasure and of course for the pan.

If we had too many we could cook them up in a 4 gallon tin for the pigs.

I must say they made great tucker.

Like all boys, we went bird-nesting in the spring and summer, and this was always
competitive. At times we would find a pheasant nest with up to 16 eggs in it.

We would visit every day to see when they hatched, but usually got there too late and
all the chicks had hatched and gone.
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California quail were our favourite. We even reared them to adult birds. While
young, we fed them oat meal, then ground maize. We had a Morepork nest with 2
eggs that finally hatched. These were in a hollow Puriri trunk and the parent birds
were very protective. Many times they would swoop down and scratch our heads
while we were looking at their young. We each had our own Kingfisher nest but they
are smelly housekeepers, so were not our favourite by a long way.

In the summertime we would build a Hide (mai mai) on a low point of the spit and
Bradley would sit in it with the gun and shoot curlew as they flew over, going up
harbour. They were great eating stewed with barley. Of course they were not
protected in those days and pheasants were very plentiful, so there was no shortage of
good food.

We had dozens of India Runner Ducks
of which Papa was very proud as they
were show birds and great egg
producing machines.

The ducks stood up so straight they
almost fell backwards. Well, it was my
job to get the ducks in each night and to
drive them into a pen about 5 yards
square, always a difficult job.

However, in the morning | had to let them out and collect the eggs which would be
just muddy blobs in the pen. As many as 6 dozen and these all had to be washed.
It was alright if the tide was in, but still a job I did not fancy.

The hens also had to be attended. They were free to run anywhere and had their own
nests. It was quite a job collecting every 3 or 4 days. A kerosene tin of eggs.

They were all sent to Auckland once a week by boat to Smeetons or Laidlaw Leeds
Ltd. which helped to pay for our grocery order.

We 4 boys had our slidey board track which was pretty steep and bumpy. The board
held us all and was as shiny as glass. Often we were thrown off before we reached the
bottom, which was all fun. If we had visitors, the boys always made for the slidey
board because it was great fun.

But I really think our greatest joy was swimming. The water was always warm and
clear. We would swim the channel and run across to the next channels and repeat it
coming back. It was always skinny dipping as togs were not known to us. But | must
state it was very embarrassing when girls came in the party and the first thing they
thought of was a swim. Well, | can recall, running well along the beach and dropping
my pants, then swimming along towards the crowd but still keeping my distance,
wishing I had a pair of togs.

I can recall the sand being so hot on the beach that it was impossible to stand still.
One had to simply run to keep from being burned. This would happen for weeks on
end. The tide coming up over the hot mudflat would heat the water until it was
almost unbearable.
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| went back to the Island a few years ago and | found the same thing. | also looked
for the Missionary peach trees which, at one time, were numerous everywhere, and |
found one tree with beautiful peaches on. I will never forget their rich flavour.

It is no wonder we had so many visitors in the Summer. The peach trees were a great
attraction. There also was a wealth of Cape Gooseberries which just grew in
profusion. When the Kawakawa berries were ripe we would eat them until we turned
yellow. Papa would spot the yellow skin and tell us to stop eating the berries.

They were delicious.

THE LOCAL MAORI IN THE EARLY1900

I can well remember the local Maori with their Tattoos and the Women with their
mokos. Mother was very busy in the store and Post Office at Ohiwa, so had a very

old Maori woman come each Monday to do the washing. Her name was Taishoa and
her payment was 2/6 with dinner. This consisted of one Snapper boiled, with 2
potatoes. She would eat the lot and most of the bones. It would fascinate me.

She would not come inside with us, but would sit on the back steps and crunch and eat
bones and all.

She was 89 years old and had to walk two and a half miles around the mudflats to our
place. In bare feet of course. After dinner she would take off home.

As the Ferry Hotel was the nearest licensed hotel to the back country, the Maoris
would arrive on horseback any time of the day or night They would usually knock
Papa up to open the store for a tin of Bully Beef; of which they were very fond.

They would sleep anywhere. If the Pub was open they would proceed to get very
Drunk. They would stay that way until the money ran out. More often than not they
were thrown out by Billy Dolon the Proprietor. These men always wore their hair
long and | saw many a brawl and hair pulling while they were intoxicated. As our
store was only 50 yards from the Boozer we saw it all.

The older Maoris were more settled in their ways. Often paddling down to Ohiwa in
their canoes (dugouts). Usually with one paddler at each end. They would call at our
store for a supply of Cabin Biscuits (Bread) and Bully Beef.

Ignoring the Ferry Hotel they would paddle down towards the bar, anchor, and use
long handle rakes to gather mussels from the bottom in about 8 feet of water at low
tide. Their canoes would be filled to almost sinking with mussels. Then they would
paddle back to where they came from. Sometimes as many as 6 canoes would be
working the mussel bed at the one time

The Maori pilot, Albert Mokomoko from Opotiki, would keep en experienced eye on
both the Opotiki bar and Ohiwa bar to allow ships to enter and depart safely. He was
a fine, well respected man. | can well remember his sturdy figure at the wheel of his
launch, or talking things over with Papa.
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The Maoris of the Ohiwa Harbour ran a barter system with the Maori of the interior.
Trading dried shark and dried cockles for pork and pigeons. This was on a regular
basis when we occupied Ducker's Island. We would be invaded by Maoris on
horseback each with a Pikau (chaff sack)sewn up at the top and split in the centre on
one side. These would be filled with cockles and taken home to be boiled, threaded on
rushes and dried.

At times the cockles would be cooked on the Island and the shells left in a great pile.
Only the meat would be taken home on long rushes to dry. We would be fascinated
by all this carry on.

When the dogfish were running, the Maoris would catch them by the ton, split them
and dry them in the sun. The method for drying the shark was to cut the top
branches out of the interior of a large Pohutukawa tree, run from branch to branch as
many strands of No. | wire as possible and hang the shark over the wire by the tail.
It would soon dry in the sun, albeit awful smelly for a time.

| had to ride via these trees once a week to get the supplies from Southgate's Store at
Kutarere. At times | would be hailed by a Maori and asked if | would pick up
tobacco for them at the store. On my return | would drop their goods in, and
sometimes would go into a whare (nikau House). There | would see piles of dried
shark and cockles ready to barter when the tribe from the interior arrived.

Of course the Maoris always had the circular net where the fish were trapped. It had
to be cleared twice a day at low tide. These traps, of which there were several, would
keep all the families in that area in fresh fish. It was their staple food, along with
kumara, rewai and also pirau corn (something I could never stomach).

| was always intrigued at the way the Maoris of the
Ohiwa kept their kunikuni pigs.

Tied by one leg and so fat they could hardly see
out of their eyes. It was the piccaninnies' job to
keep them covered in kumara leaves in the hot sun
to keep them from melting.

They certainly looked as though they would.

The Maori of the area was a very happy chap.

The only income (monetary) was when

the corn was ripe and ready to pluck The grocer usually let it out on contract and the
whole family would get stuck in and would certainly get the job done. Of course
there was a lot of road works going on in those days, and quite a number of men were
fully occupied on road construction. Scrub cutting was another source of income.
Gow's Sawmill was always good for quite a good size working force, but more from
the interior as the mill was at Nukuhou.

The Maoris had whares everywhere around the sprawling harbour. Its population
was, | would say, over the 1,000 mark. But in 1918 a Flu' epidemic wiped them out
almost completely. I can remember coffins filled up with dead with no-one to bury
them. My Father was out helping every day and how we missed the Flu' remains a
mystery.
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We lived on Ducker's Island and there were people dying all around us.

Schools were closed, so that would account for us not coming in contact with other
people, although my Dad was helping in every and any way he could.

There are 3 main Islands in Ohiwa harbour, Uretara (Duckers), Ohakana (Bates),
and Hokianga | do not know the story of Bates, (when occupied by- the Maoris).
But | have been on it a number of times, and the Maori people did occupy it as there
are 2 pas on it. A Mr. Bates lived on it for a while before the turn of the century,
hence its name.

Hokianga was occupied by a large tribe. On passing the Hokianga on my way to
Kutarere | have seen as many as 8 dugouts drawn up on the beach at the one time,
together with several row boats.

A Mr. Chapman was building boats in his shed at the turn of the century. I can well
remember going with Papa to Chapman's boat shed to get a flat bottomed boat built
It was 12 feet and a real work boat , but of course it had to be rowed as there were no
outboards in those days. Over the years | rowed it many, many miles.

| do not remember the size of the Maori population who lived on Hokianga as |
visited it only a few times. There were many whares on the marsh and the black dirt
was pounded flat and hard by many pairs of bare feet.

The kumara growing area occupied all the available flat land, even taking in some of
the hill which grew maize and sugarcane. The sugarcane was of a spindly type but
very sweet. | have not seen cane growing in New Zealand since those early days.

| firmly believe Te Kooti was buried on the highest point of Hokianga Island. As we
could see the white headstone and were told. | made enquires in later years about the
headstone and was told Te Kooti had been buried there, but as is the practice, his
bones had been dug up and re-buried somewhere in the interior.

However, after the 1918 flu. epidemic the Maoris left Hokianga Island as it was
declared tapu. It was inhabited in later years.

In the early days, canoes were coming down to the store almost every day. If the
weather was right they would get mussels before returning to wherever they were
living at the time.

If the Maori had a scrub cutting contract anywhere in the area surrounding the
harbour, they would first build a whare and live in it until the job was cut out, simply
walking out and leaving the whare to be overgrown and in time vanish.

| went, on my way to school, into a whare which had been left by a scrub cutter 2
months before. When | came out of the whare my legs were black with fleas. I rushed
into the tide to get rid of most of them. Also | took my pants and shirt off and shook
them, hoping to get rid of the critters. Well, | did, but a few remained to torment me.

The Maoris who had lived in the whare had 3 dogs that would rush out at me each
day as I passed, with much barking and tooth display. There is no wonder the fleas
bred by the thousands in the warm whare. However, the next day | was to get
revenge. | brought along with me 2 wax Vesta matches. | set fire to the whare which
burnt alarmingly. I did not want to be found out so I ran on my way to school.
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On going up the hills to school I looked back and the fire had caught the dry cut titree
and the hillside was blazing. However there was nothing I could do so | kept my
mouth shut On my way home | found the 40 acres that had been cut was completely
burned out.

| had to face the owner one day, as | collected his mail from the Cheddar Valley Post
Office for him. Believe me, | was dead scared and must have looked guilty because
after discussing several things, the conversation drifted to the 40 acre burnoff.

To sound interested I said "Over at Shagbite?”

(As that is what the area was called, because a man shot and wounded a shag there.
On picking it out of the water it turned on him and just sank it's beak into his nose. |
believe the beak took 2 men to prise it open to free the man. I can imagine the pain).

Getting back to the 40 acre burnoff, the Owner said "I don't know who lit the fire",
but it was one of the cleanest burnoffs he had seen, and said it had saved him a job.

| felt much better after that and never ever told him it was | who lit the match.

| can state it was a lesson to me and | had no desire to set fire to other deserted whares
ever again.

Ohiwa in the early days was a vastly different place from what it is today. All Ohiwa
would be in the sea today. The 2 acres bequeathed in Papa's will have gone out over
the bar long ago. Where the township stood is now a channel cut through from the
back section of the harbour.

The main wharf was also there. Later Kutarere wharf was built in 1916 and only
scows would go up that far, and only at high tide.

Papa, who was a sort of Jack of all trades, was Storekeeper, Post Master, Stevedore
and Harbour Master, which entailed charting the main channel and shifting the
beacons when the channel changed course. It usually did in a big Easterly blow
during a high Spring tide. It needed the two elements to really change the bar.

| had often been sent up to the top of Appleton's hill to look down and observe the
channel change if any, and report back to Papa. As far as | know the Ngatiawa only
struck the bar on very few occasions and usually if a big swell was running on the bar.
| have seen the ship drop anchor and wait for the tide to be full before entering port

at times, to put a few more feet of water under her keel.

Alex Campbell was in charge of the stables, he had the horses harnessed and ready to
go straight into the coach. The old team would be watered and fed, then made ready
for the next trip.

Billy Dolon was mine Host at the Ferry Hotel, apart from being a straight Barman, as
he had to be at times. He would allow me to drain the lemonade bottles which 1
thought was great.

Jack Haua was a wharf worker, he had 3 girls and one boy going to Ohiwa school,
apart from that I know nothing more about him.
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There was Jimmy Linton, the fisherman, who often got very drunk. On his delivery
day to Opotiki somebody would put him in his buggy and give the horse a slap on the
rump. Jimmy would arrive home at Ohura many hours later and almost sober, that
was his life. He would smoke most of the fish to keep it fresh, and usually netted
flounder on Friday for Opotiki. His smoked fish was really great and he often gave
me a chunk.

Mr. Johnny Appleton farmed just out of Ohiwa on the road to Opotiki. Mrs Appleton
was a half-caste Lady and very nice.

| had to go and get the milk from her when our 2 cows were dry. She always seemed
to have a piece of cake or a gingernut biscuit for me.

There was Mr. Chapman with his boat-building who was always busy. | can see him
cutting the knees out of pohutukawa wood for the boats, with a handsaw as there
were no Skilsaws in those days.

Mr. Holloway was farming near Mr. Chapman. He had 3 girls and a boy. Mrs.
Holloway was a very lovely person. | stayed with them at times. Poppy, the youngest
girl and I are the same age. | do not know if she is still living, she was in Gisborne
when | last heard of her many years ago.

The port of Ohiwa had an all weather bar and was never without coastal ships or
scows coming and going. There was much produce to be shipped out from the
Eastern Bay of Plenty, mostly through Ohiwa. During a bad North Easterly blow I
have seen as many as 15 vessels sheltering in the harbour, all anchored waiting for the
storm to blow itself out.

The shallower draft scows anchored up harbour as far as Ducker's Island. Of course
it was usually a BAD February storm and the crews from the ships would launch
their boats and row over to our Island for the peaches which were there in profusion
at that time of year. As | have mentioned they were the Missionary peach and were
simply delicious.

It was a great sight to see the ships all leaving port in single file after the storm had
blown itself out, heading for their destinations as far as Hicks Bay and North to
Whangamata. Of course all the towns up and down the coast where served by small
ships in the early days.

These storms gave the Pilot from Opotiki a lot more work as he was called on to
check all the Ports in the Eastern Bay of Plenty. Mr Albert Mokomoko was the Pilot
and would tackle a bar crossing in any weather. His launch was vety reliable and he
would state "If the engine did not fail him he would get through".

It was during the peach season on the Island that we would get many picnic parties
visiting us from Opotiki and surrounding districts. We boys thought it was great as
the Ladies would always leave us lots of cookies which were a real treat. | can recall
the great time that was enjoyed by young and old alike, picnicking and swimming.
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One of my trips from the Island to Ohiwa to meet the boat to send our butter to
Auckland and pick up our goods was quite an event. | had off loaded the box of
butter and taken on a 70 pound bag of sugar, and an equally large bag of flour, which
| placed on the stern seat, covering them with a couple of sacks. The wind had come
up and | was protecting them against flying spray. The case of goods went in the bow
of the boat on the floor. It must be remembered | was only 11 years old, the boat was
a 12 foot flat bottomed craft and not a good sea boat. Well, | took off from Ohiwa and
the Skipper of the Ngatiawa said as | left that | may get into trouble, well, | was
battling a head wind which was increasing, with the tide running out against me. | had
rowed about half a mile when, pull as | may, I could not make headway. However the
Skipper was watching because he had a boat lowered from the davits with 3 men on
the oars, they rowed to me and took me in tow across to the other side where | was
heading. What a great relief to me as I'm not sure where | could have ended up.

| thanked the men and they went back, loaded the lifeboat , then the Skipper cast off.

| thought what a wonderful thing for him to do. As he left the wharf he gave the
customary blast on the whistle, plus 2 short toots which were meant for me.

| acknowledged with a big wave of thanks.

However | was able to thank him personally the following week. He delivered quite a
speech about the Northern Company Ship being a half hour late at it's next Port,
"and don't do it again young Ducker", he advised.

But of the many trips across the harbour I have only been stopped by gale force

winds on a couple of occasions. | was making the crossing with Papa one stormy
night when he said we would never make it and after a couple of attempts we tossed it
in, booking into the Ferry Hotel for the night. What a storm it was, the wind whistled
and shook the Hotel the whole night long,

The weather was quieter in the morning so we finally got home to the Island a day
late but still alive, which may not have been the case had we pressed on in the storm.
Luckily for us we had taken the oars and rowlocks out of the boat and pushed them
under scrubby bush before we left the boat. Next morning the storm in the night had
turned our boat over. Had we not have taken things out they most certainly would
have been lost leaving us without any gear. So we were thankful for that.

Ducker's Island (Uretara) of 181 acres situated in the Ohiwa harbour was occupied
by Maoris until the year 1895. This ended after the massacre of the occupiers by a
raiding force from the mainland. The raiders had tried on several occasions to take
Uretara but each attempt had ended in failure. However in the year 1895 a further

attack was launched, this time using a very cunning ruse.

A very dark night was selected for the operation. At low tide in the dark of night the
raiding party took a load of titree and brush in their canoes. At the channel entrance
to Wainui they built a big dummy fish and covered the titree with mud. When the
tide came in over the decoy fish it did no harm at all. Next morning as the tide went
down the great fish was observed by the lookout on top of the Maori Pa who gave the
alarm.
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Every man was mustered and set out to cut up the fish and bring it back. However
the raiders were soon on the job capturing the women and children left behind.
When the tribe came back from the hoax fish they were set upon and all killed.
From then on the Island was tapu.

No Maoris ever returned except to gather shellfish, but never to reside.

It was difficult to get the Maoris to come to the Island to plough our maize crops or
potatoes. However Papa seemed to coax one Maori over for a few days but he would
never spend the night The Maoris would not come to pluck or shell the maize,

we had to do that ourselves.

| have stated Dad obtained the lease of the Island and we moved on to it in 1912.
However, we had negotiated the lease years before at one shilling per annum.
When Papa first visited the Island it was over-run by wild pigs, which had been left
when the Maoris departed.

These pigs had to be shot before the Island could be occupied by Papa as they were
dangerous. Also they would have quickly devoured our crops. Papa was often put up
a tree by a large boar. He had to wait until the pig went away. His only weapon was a
muzzle loader which was very slow. The pigs were breeding quicker than he could
find and shoot them. However, he obtained a rifle which was much more efficient
than the muzzle loader.

Ducker's Island consists of 2 Islands virtually, as | have seen a high Spring tide run
through the two parts but not very often, | can assure you. We let the Island out for
grazing most of the year to farmers, usually from Opotiki, as conditions were warm
and the feed growth was good. We had at times over 100 head of cattle grazing at one
time.

Although this photo was taken at the Whakatane Ferry, a similar system of
taking vehicles across was used at Ohiwa. It is not surprising that at times
vehicles were lost overboard. PHOTO: Whakatane Museum.
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JAMES AND ELEANOR DUCKER. SARAHAND AMOS EVES
X8 2L LAV D VRV L1 L.

FRANK DUCKER'S PARENTS. LY DLCETR'S PARENTS
dat. ¥ Clhsm D & ENTS.

Ohiwa 1308
Coach and Passengers off-loaded from Ferry, at Chiwa.
Ex Whakatane Spit. Driver: Chris Jesperson.
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Memoir by Olive Henderson (nee Ducker)
Bay of Plenty Times August 6! 1977
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Appendix 3 TALES OF FIJI by Leslie Ducker

TRANSIT TO MISSION BAY

In these days of instant travel when one can step on a Jumbo plane and be wafted to
tropical climes in hours instead of days, weeks or even months, it is difficult to recall
the energy, the organisation and the length of time to get from one place on the globe
to another. Splendid performances by the many of you who listen to me today may
recall your own experiences of when you came to this country or even when you
decided to take a long awaited holiday further afield than these shores. So I set out to
recount the odyssey of the Ducker family who set out from New Zealand with their
dairy herd to establish a new industry in Fiji.

| am taking you back more than three quarters of a century to the year 1924 when our
family were farming in a lovely quiet countryside of rolling green pastures, happily
enjoying a modest prosperity in the district of Woodlands a short distance out of
Opotiki in the Bay of Plenty. This little bit of paradise was a 1% World War returned
soldiers settlement where my father Frank Ducker had been fortunate enough to draw
an entitlement. We had only three years before moved there from an island in the
Ohiwa Harbour where we had lived for several years.

So it was there we settled down to attend a new school which had been set up by the
new settlers and do those things which most country youngsters find energy to do.
Such as bird nesting raiding the neighbour's apple orchards or their watermelon
patches, catching spiders and generally finding out the mysteries of life as youngsters
do. But our lives were not all play. We lived a fairly strict regime where we learned to
milk at an early age and to spend hours weeding by hand patches of long white carrots
or Lucerne which my father cultivated for cattle fodder. In intervals in the milking
shed we had to run over to the house to stir the porridge which bubbled on the big
black iron stove and woe betide us, whose turn it was to stir, if we allowed lumps to
develop. Our lives appeared to be skimming along in a serene manner until almost by
accident we noticed that our father was no longer present. In those days parents did
not tell their children “what was going on” unlike today when it is the children who
do not tell their parents “what is going on!” So it is that we noticed the absence of our
father and in particular it was | who enjoyed that absence most of all because | did not
then have to eat more or less forcibly my portion of the boiled cabbage which was
served to me and which | hated. There were also other indications that our rather strict
regime was a little more relaxed. There was an easing up on the tasks allotted to us
even though we were of tender years. But such things did not last for more than a few
weeks, and our father reappeared with as equal suddenness as his disappearance.
From then on our lives changed markedly because when he came back to us he
displayed a variety of unique seeds and products which he said came from tropical
plants. In particular was a kind of wreath which he pronounced was a superb species
of grass which he had found in his travels and was growing on the pastures of Fiji,

(a magic land which, to we children seemed like a land from the Arabian Nights.)
This grass was named Para Grass and would be marvellous fodder for dairy cattle
which my father alleged would aid his splendid pedigree herd of Freesian cattle to
produce even more record amounts of butterfat.
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| would like to explain at this juncture that my father Frank Ducker was never less
than a perfectionist and whatever he turned his hand to had to be nothing short of the
best hence his achievement in three years accomplishing the task of building a
champion herd of black and white Freesian cattle and announcing to all passers-by on
the white front gate and then carried the legend in large black characters,

DUX FREESIAN HERD. Which supplements my claim that he was indeed a
perfectionist? He was also a restless man whose tales in his more mellow moments of
far off days as a soldier, sailor, actor, singer and episodes in his wanderings always
entranced us. It was no surprise then that he announced that we were going to live in
Fiji. In the manner of children we were excited and eager to get to this land of coconut
trees, pineapples and “mummy apples”. It is difficult to recall in sequence the events
which then happened.

We became aware that our mother did not wish to come to Fiji and indeed

WOULD NOT COME WITH US. She was a strong minded woman if not always
rational. At that time there were three children of Amy Grace and Frank Ducker,
Neville the eldest, Leslie, that's me, and D'Arcy the youngest then only five years of
age. | will not go into the reasoning which allowed the parting between a mother and
her three children of such tender years. There were activities of more pressing interest
to young minds and indeed | cannot recall that we gave it much thought at the time.

But other pictures spring to mind such as the loading of our cattle one by one onto the
deck of a 'scow' which traded between the minor ports of the Bay of Plenty and
Auckland. There was a 'pen’ erected upon the deck of this scow and one by one our
cows and two bulls were girded in a kind of belly-band which was then hoisted with
much bellowing and struggling by derrick and winch and swung out over the deck and
lowered into the pen where the victim was released. | feared that the struggling cattle
would squirm themselves out of the sling and drop back onto the wharf or with a loud
splash into the tide. As it was a tidal river port and the tide was at a low ebb there was
a big drop between the level of the wharf and the deck of the scow. But nothing as
exciting as that really happened and by nightfall we were out over the bar of the
Waioeka River and on our way to Auckland.

| think there are better ways of one learning to use their sea legs than on a flat
bottomed scow in the open sea. That is where my brothers and | first learned about
sea sickness. The cattle settled down well to the new motion of the boat, for they
certainly did not complain to us about sea sickness. It was interesting to observe how
they swayed and apparently adapted to the movements of the deck under them.

Auckland Little memory of that journey remains except
8 some time during the night my Dad pointed
to a small number of dim lights in the
distance which he said were the lights of

Tauranga < Tauranga
Ohiwa g

| do not recall much of the next few days, but | know now that the cattle were
unloaded at what is now known as the Orakei wharf and were put into pasture on the
hills and valleys around Mission Bay and they grazed where Michael Joseph Savage's
Memorial now stands.
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This interlude in our journey was necessary to coordinate with the shipping schedule
which would take us on the ship’s next trip to Suva,

The sojourn for the next few weeks is probably one of the most interesting of my
boyhood memories for it was at this time that Mission Bay was then known as the
Walsh Brothers Flying Circus and this consisted of two or three “flying boats” which
were rolled out into the sea on a light rail system, then took off out towards Rangitoto
according to which direction the wind was coming from. For children who had little
knowledge of what was then generally referred to as “flying machines” this was a
close up introduction.

A

Walsh Bros. Flying School at Mission Bay Cliffs of Michael Joseph Savage Memorial
"_rolled out into the sea on a light rail system..." Mission Bay is in the far background.

Except perhaps for two or three other houses the rest of Mission Bay was not
inhabited. There existed the Mission house constructed of stonework and the adjunct
cookhouse and laundry which was the original housing for the Rev. Patterson.
Although renovated many years later it still stands to this day. Some distance away
from this Mission house stood a small wooden hall and | believe this housed the
sparse congregation on occasions. It was in this hall that we lived in Spartan fashion
during that waiting period.

To get to Auckland City one simply went round to the Kohimarama wharf where the
Devonport Steam Ferry operated a regular service between the city, Kohimarama and
St Heliers Bay. It was off this wharf, despite dire warnings from my dad that we
fished hopefully for piper with a long piece of string and bent pins- | cannot ever
remember catching any fish. But it was fun until Dad returning from Auckland by
ferry caught us there, despite his orders that we must not go there without his presence
and he administered swift justice.

There was certainly another form of travel into the city and that was by bus which one
caught at Kohimarama as the road did not then extend into Mission Bay. That
primitive road took travellers over a steep and winding road past where St Thomas's
Church now stands and was simply metalled and narrow in those days. The route was
sparsely settled. I think the journey took roughly one and a half hours.

The scene that comes readily to my mind at that time, is of a peaceful pastoral
scene with Dad’s black and white herd of cattle grazing on the green unfenced
pastures.

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 23 1


mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

However, my most enduring memory of those days arises from the fact that we
cooked our meals on the old fashioned stove in the cookhouse attached to the Mission
house and then transported it to the hall where we lived about fifty yards away, where
we ate while sitting on various packing boxes etc. In between the cook house and the
hall grew a large species of pine tee and | believe it is still standing there.

Amongst our herd of Freesians dwelt one particular “stroppy” cow that seemed to
dislike human company, particularly children. More so if they were carrying cooking
implements. It was my turn to carry the large saucepan of porridge from the
cookhouse to the hall this particular morning for our breakfast. Unfortunately this cow
had wandered somewhere between the hall and the kitchen. It lifted its head and saw
me and then lowered it swiftly. | realised immediately what was about to happen so
grounded the pot hastily and made for the lower branches of the tree which for all my
youthful fatness | reached quite nimbly. The cow missed me by some feet, but what to
do now? | remained there for some time until my much older half, brother Ron came
out to see why | was taking so long. He wasn't afraid of that cow and sent it on its way
with some loud epithets and a stick. We had rather cold and gluey porridge for
breakfast that morning.

| should say at this time that we were accompanied on our journey to Fiji by our half
brother Ron, the second son of my dad’s first marriage, which produced seven
children. At this stage Ron was about twenty years old and owned one of the two
pedigree bulls which we were taking with us to Fiji. Of these two bulls Dad’s was
named Bruin, and the one belonging to Ron was called Pieby, which I assumed was a
shortening of the term piebald because of the nature of the black and white stripes that
adorned its hide. Ron was our mentor and guide and saviour on many occasions and
we always regarded him with affection and respect in as much as he taught us some
deplorable habits.

THE TOFUA

| cannot recall the transfer of our cattle to the Tofua which was the ship taking

us to Suva nor the actual boarding. But I recall the short stop when we left Mission
Bay and lodged at what was then known as The People’s Palace in Upper Queen
Street for a few days. Dad was frequently absent at that time as was to be expected
with all the arrangements he had to make.

The People’s Palace was a height of luxury
living which we had not before attained
and the novelty of a glass jar of fresh water
beside our bed each night was wonderful,
not to mention the bound Bible which was
found in the top drawer of the dresser in
our bedroom.

(Photo taken in 1903)

We were not to know that Dad had asked one of the waitresses “To keep an eye on
us” in his absence. So it was that, while enjoying our evening meal of three courses
(up till then unheard of) we made the most of our freedom from supervision of our
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strict father. It was while we were savouring the last of the plum pudding and custard
that we found that we were being watched because my elder brother Neville was
pushing the last bit of pudding onto his spoon with some relish that the waitress came
over and gave him a smart clip on the ear and scolded him on his lack of manners and
reminded him that was what the “pudding fork™ was laid out for. It was humiliating
and it took a long time to forgive my brother because | had finished my pudding
without incident and hadn't drawn attention to our lack of a decent upbringing.

With the rest of the diners witnessing this incident with interest we felt it would
inevitably be reported to Dad and a further bout of punishment would be administered.
But it passed into history without further note but remains a singular part of my
memory on the journey to Paradise.

The Tofua which took us to Fiji
in 1924 served in the trade
between New Zealand and the
Cook Islands for many years and
was then scrapped to be replaced
by a second and more modern
and much faster ship also named
the Tofua. The first Tofua in
which we travelled took four
days and five nights to do that

_ . journey and I can remember that
-~ | on most of the balmy calm nights

& : | with the bright stars shining
= g : —==| down and the ship gently rolling
nr-r.'.:;:s;_ . =~ | someone produced a gramophone
. --'"""s,ﬁf:-?'t & ==t % | which was placed on one of the
eSS A S - —hatches and the lovely tones of

Moonlight and Roses, La Golondrina and Abie wafted out into the night.
There was no room for dancing because we were travelling steerage and conditions
were not very luxurious.

On sunny days the hatch covers were removed because of the presence of the cattle in
their stalls in the holds. Their presence created what Dad would aptly describe as a
“pong”. Some of the cows were still in milk and so a number of the crew undertook
the milking which went to supplement the cuisine on the ship.

One particular day while this milking was in progress one of the bulls broke from its
stall and began to run amuck. Dad and others were alerted to this disaster when
shrieks and shouts rose from the open hatch rapidly followed by the milkers bobbing
like bubbles in a bath out of the emergency booby hatch. Retreat seemed to be the
watchword and none wanted to be the one to confront the bull or to be the last out of
the hatch. My admiration for my Dad increased immensely as we watched him seize a
pitchfork and disappear down the booby hatch so recently vacated. Shortly there was
a muffled roar from the bull and Dad appeared to tell us that the bull was safety back
in its stall.

Towards the last couple of days of our journey in the Tofua our seasickness began to

subside but it was followed by a lethargy and a display of spots on our three young
bodies which were quickly diagnosed by the ship’s doctor as measles.
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SUVA AND HOSPITAL

On the day of our arrival in Suva we were each swathed in blankets and carried

down the gangway to a waiting vehicle which took us directly to Suva Memorial
Hospital. We noted with interest as we were carried ashore the host of black men and
women who lolled and sat around on the wharf and who appeared to be combing their
upstanding crinkly mops of hair with what seemed to be wooden butter pats with
prongs. There were also large displays of various kinds of exotic fruit and vegetables.
Though our bodies were afflicted, our interest was not diminished by the new sounds
and smells. As we were taken swiftly to the hospital there were glimpses of majestic
Sago Palms along the waterfront and here and there the most exotic sight of lovely
slim trunks of coconut palms. So we arrived in Fiji sick and motherless and in
isolation after a passage lasting about two months from the time we left Woodlands.
For a few days we were naturally somewhat subdued but as we recovered our
curiosity our energy began to assert itself.

For a short while when in isolation we submitted to having our young and spotted
bodies gently washed by young Fijian nurse aids. Probably about seventeen or
eighteen years old with gleaming white teeth and lovely smiling brown eyes.

They tended us with devotion and care and while smiling into our eyes gave us a little
more washing than was really necessary 'down there'. Though only about eight years
old at the time I believe there was some kind of “momentary awakening” in my
worldly knowledge just then, but certainly nothing that was ever talked about at the
Ducker dinner table - or ever for that matter.

So it came to pass that as we grew back to health we were allowed out onto a small
veranda in the sun and which was immediately above the entrance to the hospital
doors. There were always a small crowd of people milling about right beneath us.

| believe | should have been in the Air Force as a bomber pilot instead of in the
infantry because it was then that | developed an accuracy with lumps of the hated and
ubiquitous boiled cabbage which reappeared regularly in our diet. Almost without fail
lumps of this stuff would land with a satisfactory splosh on the head of an
unsuspecting loiterer. Then loud imprecations and shrieks of protests would rise
satisfactorily to our young ears. After a short time the bombardment was traced to its
source and we were admonished and told that any more of this sort of conduct would
lead to our summary discharge. That stopped us in our tracks because we did not
relish the prospect of being separated from our lovely nurse aids. The day came
inevitably and we emerged from the hospital healthy, curious and eager to sample the
new life which unrolled before us.

TRANSIT TO NAVUA

During the time we spent in hospital we were separated from all procedures which
were entailed in unloading our herd of cattle from the hold of the Tofua and into
barges which were then towed by launch to our chosen destination of Navua about
forty sea miles from Suva. It must be remembered that there were few roads in Fiji at
that time. There existed a road leading eastward from Suva through Rewa and on
round the easternmost part of Viti Levu, the main island of Fiji, this then led to

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 234


mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

Raki Raki in the north. There was no road leading westward at that time and anyone
wishing to travel in that direction had to travel by launch or ‘cutter' to Navua,
Singatoka and Lautoka. The trip from Suva to Naitonitoni, the landing place for
Navua by passenger launch would take approximately four hours with favourable
wind and tides, but was frequently much longer than that because of rough weather
and the launch had to thread its way through reefs and tidal shallows. So it was that
we missed seeing the transportation of our herd from Suva to Navua, and thence to a
farm about four miles beyond across the Doomba River to a place called Bhatanakia.
Which incidentally is located only a few miles along the new Queens Road towards
Suva from the Tourist Resort of Pacific Harbour. But in those days it was a quite
isolated district.

Labasa
Vanua Levu Mates
F;a'.'u-igavu
Ba
Lautokao
Nadi Fiji
Sanasana 9 Suva
- \ 8 Tubou
Navua
Naroi

The Queens Road now of course is a normal tar sealed road which connects Nadi with
Suva and takes about three hours from the modern airport to the Capital.

Let me tell you a little about the Navua area as we then knew it. Navua is really

a large delta area built up by the Navua River and the Doomba River and is a
fertile plain with rich soil. It was originally a large sugarcane growing area fostered
by the then infant Colonial Sugar Refining Company who built a sugar mill on the
banks of the Navua River as well as another in Singatoka and put a large iron
structure light gauge railway bridge over the river a few miles upstream. This light
gauge railway served the sugar industry as far round the eastern part of Viti Levu as
far as Singatoka. Many Indians were brought in from India from about 1880 as
indented labour to serve in the cane fields and the sugar industry. A large number
settled initially around that region and built up fairly insular Indian settlements
amongst the local Fijians who were rather hostile and remain so to this day. In this
regard one of the first things we learned in Fiji was that if one got into trouble with
an Indian, CALL THE NEAREST FIIIAN, which implied that the matter would be
quickly “sorted” but not necessarily to the advantage of the Indian.
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In the early twentieth century it was then found by the Sugar Company that the
southwest part of Viti Levu was not as productive for the growing of sugarcane as the
north and west of the island so most of its operations were closed down as far west as
Singatoka and intensified in the preferred West to the disaster of employment
conditions of the indented Indians who had by then produced their own fairly large
families and these were mostly thrown on their own resources for survival but there
were almost no other sources of employment. Even then, these Indian settlements
were mostly established on land leased from the Fijian owners. It was at that time a
bleak outlook when the sugar refining mill on the Navua River was closed and
demolished. However the Indians were and are an industrious, energetic and
enterprising race and many established local stores and initiated services which at
least gave them a kind of sustenance.

It was about that time when many small areas of the Navua plain became

converted to banana plantations and the production of various fruit such as

oranges, mandarins and pineapples. This supplemented a growing trade in these
commaodities together with copra between Fiji, New Zealand and Australia.

When we arrived there a considerable area had been converted into pasture but
except for a settler named Simmons who had established a dairy farm with a herd of
shorthorn cattle there seemed to be little usage for this pasture. It was here a few miles
past Navua at a place called Bhatanakia that my father Frank Ducker established his
pedigree dairy herd of Freesians and he had a natural and large source of labour on
which to draw. While the basic elements of establishing a dairy farm were attended to
such as the building of a milking shed and the construction of fencing, our father
Frank Ducker, older half-brother Ron, Neville, Leslie and D'Arcy took up temporary
residence in a bungalow on the Navua River which I believe had once been inhabited
by the management or staff of the now demolished sugar mill.

LIFE ON THE NAVUA RIVER
PUTTHE

There followed our installation in this bungalow a series of exciting and novel events
which still colour my memories of the early part of my life. The first was that since it
had become obvious we were not managing very satisfactorily in the housekeeping
and particularly the cooking department of our collective lives we needed the
assistance of a cook and housekeeper so after a number of interviews amongst would-
be employees, all of whom were Indian and male, Dad chose a person by the name of
Putthe, with the “th” pronounced as in “Thee”. He was a Hindu and proved to be an
excellent choice as he soon demonstrated he was a very good cook. Though he was a
married man and had a wife and several children who resided on the opposite bank of
the river it became obvious that he was fond of us children - or at least | should
qualify that by saying that he was particularly fond of my brothers Neville and D'Arcy,
but frequently had reservations about me because | often caused him grief, or
discomfort, mainly initially by trying to pull the tassel on the back of his head which
indicates the owner is a devout Hindu and which he sternly reminded me, only HIS
God could touch and with which only HIS God could grasp and by this means pull
him up to heaven when he died.
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He often stood between us and a father bent on physical retribution and we quickly
became his admirers. He was unfailingly cheerful and frequently sang us little Indian
songs. We became even more ardent followers when he sat us all in a row on the
kitchen table and taught us how to count in Hindustani, and more particularly Indian
swear words and phrases, a number I still remember to this day.

CHRISTMAS PUDDING

The only time | can remember when Putthe blotted his copy book was when, it being
a few days before Christmas, Dad went across the river to the Morris Hedstrom store
and purchased a large bag of colourful iced animal biscuits which we were all looking
forward to devouring as a Christmas treat, and which dad had put in the kitchen
cupboard. The following evening meal, for dessert, we were served up a horrible
concoction resembling a dog's breakfast. There were rich colours mixed in with a
soggy mess. When asked what the mess was made of Putthe told us that it was made
from those lovely biscuits stored in the kitchen cupboard. It took some days to erase
the bitterness of Putthe’s lapse and to resume our usual friendly relationship.

SWIMMIING IN THE NAVUA RIVER AND EXOTIC FRUIT

It was on the Navua that we were introduced to the delights of new and succulent
tropic fruits, such as sour-sop. | believed it was a cousin of what is known as the

cherimoya. This is the fruit Dad first told us was the “mummy-apple” but I know
today as the pawpaw.

There were always bananas, mandarins, pineapples and other fruit | have rarely
come across since called the granadilla which resembles and tastes like a large
passion fruit. It grows about half the size of a football. There were shaddocks and
gamboges. This with fresh coconut milk and chewy coconut flesh on which to
exercise our young teeth our lives were almost over flowing and there seemed no end
to our new and exciting experiences.

Granadilia

There was a sunken barge just outside the bungalow in the river and this is where we
learned to swim in safety for it was said that as the river was tidal at this point sharks
had been seen and one unfortunate individual had even been taken by a shark nearby.
Initially the process of learning to swim in this sunken barge was a very painful one
because along the banks of the river giving access to the barge was a lush growth of
plants not unlike the native taro. We soon found out the difference. Where a leaf or
stem was broken and the sap touched our skins there followed a long and painful
stinging affliction similar to that of stinging nettles. Since we were in our bathing togs
large areas of our bodies were exposed as we waded enthusiastically through the
growth towards our swim.
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NEDDY AND THE DONKEY CART

The enjoyment of our new life reached its peak one day when Dad arrived home
with Ron and with them they had a donkey and a superb little cart and set of
harness. We quickly forgot about the tragedy of the biscuit episode and
embraced our new means of transportation with delight.

3 Of course we named the donkey
Neddy, no matter what his name was
before he became a Ducker possession.
We were told that at that time Neddy
was one of only two donkeys existing
in Fiji. His ownership conferred upon
us a kind of uniqueness and fame
which later led to even greater
recognition for the Ducker family.
But that comes a lot later in this saga.

JACKANUNDUNN

Another colourful character with whom we came into almost daily contact was

the ferryman whose name was Jackanundunn. That may not be his real Hindu name
but that is what is sounded like and that is what we called him and to which he
unfailingly and complainingly answered. The ferry was a clinker built rowing boat
and it was the ONLY means of crossing the Navua river unless one walked another
three miles upriver and crossed the rather hazardous old railway bridge with the
rotting planking. Then down again to our area which connected by road to Doomba
and Batanakia

Jackanundunn was the unfailing grumpy ferryman who earned a meagre existence
rowing his clients from one side of the river to the other. He had a large moustache
and no teeth and this undoubtedly made him an important man in the local community.

After a short while we children were enrolled at the Mission school which was on the
other side of the river from our residence and about half a mile further upriver.

It was therefore almost twice daily that we had to call on the services of
Jackanundunn. It seemed that when we needed his services he was always on the
OTHER side we would stand and shout his name in unison until he pointed his craft
in our direction. If he wasn't on the opposite side he appeared to drift out from his
humble hut emerging as if from a long period of sleep. Always grumbling in what we
thought was his native language. At first we believed we were learning a new Hindu
word but after a time in his mumbling and grumbling we distinguished the frequency
of one particular word which was "Bleddy" and later recognised his unhappiness and
this word came before “the noisy Ducker children”. So it also became obvious that he
was familiar with SOME English language and we thought this unjust because
undoubtedly we were the major part of his income at that time for our crossing to and
from the Mission school daily contributed at least a shilling a day to his upkeep.

We found it exhilarating to stand on the small landing beside that river and scream
peremptorily in unison “JACKANNDUNN” and rhythmic syllables grew with
repetition and indeed had a lovely lilt to it.
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What we did not recognise was the fact that we were already assuming the superior
airs and demanding manners of our race and the attitude of the "'white man" towards
those who had a black skin. But it apparently was not very agreeable to
Jackanundunn. Nevertheless he was ALWAYS there even if not very energetic.

CAVANDISH WHO SELLS NEDDY TO FRANK DUCKER

So we now had Neddy, Putthe and Jackanundunn and our voyage of discovery had
just begun. It developed that Dad had bought Neddy from a white settler across the
river named Cavendish and it did not go unnoticed that he had a daughter about
eighteen years old who had long lovely aubernish hair. We knew then that if any
female who sported the slightest tint of red or auburn in her hair, Dad would find
them out. But fortunately it was not the daughter that he coveted his time, but
Cavendish's donkey,

We quickly found that Neddy had a mind of his own and was at times a cunning

and devious beast. If he felt he did not want to be ridden he would make for the
nearest and lowest bough and simply scrape us off his back. Or he would run as fast
as his short legs could carry him and then suddenly prop his front legs in a sudden
stop and we would slide over his neck and head. He brayed whenever he did this and |
formed the opinion that it was his way of laughing at our discomfort. He did like to be
called and if he thought he was not going to be ridden but was going to be fed titbits
from the kitchen he would come to us willingly enough. He submitted to being
harnessed to his cart quite peacefully.

BANANA PACKING DAY

There were several memorable events while we resided on the banks of the Navua and
in particular what was referred to as “banana packing day”. This was usually a short
time before the next scheduled ship called at Suva to load its next cargo of bananas to
New Zealand. And it must be said that the major supplier of bananas to the New
Zealand market at that time was Fiji. About three miles upriver and just beyond the
old railway bridge was the banana packing field and was conveniently situated beside
the timber mill which supplied the wooden crates in which all the bananas were
packed in those days before cardboard cartons. Growers brought their produce to this
field by whatever means they could command. Huge bunches, by bullock cart, on
bamboo rafts down the river and much of it carried laboriously on their backs of the
Fijians. There were literally heaps and heaps of green bananas which were accepted or
rejected by the agents after inspection and I believe that apart from the quality of the
fruit the state of its ripeness was a major factor because it was essential that the fruit
did not ripen and rot before it arrived at its destination some weeks later.

It always followed there were large quantities of green bananas which were discarded
and that is where Neddy and his little cart came in handy. We would harness our
donkey and drive up to the banana packing field after carefully crossing the railway
bridge, load up the cart and return home where we deposited large quantities of the
fruit in a darkened room for later use. Whatever we could not rescue was thrown into
the river and we sometimes witnessed a literal sea of green bananas floating down to
the sea in the evening of banana packing day. Shortly after this spectacle would come
the launches towing a string of barges loaded with the crates of packed fruit on their
journey down to the sea and then on along the coast to Suva.
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DUCKWORTH VERSUS DUCKER

The sawmill to which | referred to earlier was owned and managed by a chap named
Duckworth. Mr Duckworth liked his tipple but | don't think he had much time for

Mr Ducker. It was after the occasion of the beach races held at Naitonitoni that
another memorable incident occurred. Naitonitoni Beach was a long, curving hard
sandy and picturesque seashore with coconut palms rising in the background where
local settlers, mostly white, but some Indian, brought their horses to race against each
other. It was a colourful occasion with bookmakers plying their trade as well as tents
catering for the crowd with food and drinks.

199

It was “Race Day". Afterwards in the evening, whatever the wins or losses of the day
most of the settlers would gather a little further along the road and on the banks of the
Navua River where Mrs. Goodfellow kept her hotel. There would be much good
fellowship and much drinking. Frank Ducker was always a most moderate drinker but
he DID like to talk. So it was that Mr Ducker and Mr. Duckworth emerged from the
hotel when it was almost dark.

There was no motor transport those days and at this time only TWO buggies, or
gharries or open carriages stood outside waiting for customers. These carriages were
drawn each by a skinny horse and an Indian driver sitting high up front. Mr.
Duckworth and Mr Ducker each claimed the hire of the first carriage. At least I think
that is the reason they began to quarrel. There followed a loud and acrimonious
exchange with interested spectators spilling from the hotel bar.

Spurred on by the recent spell in the bar and no doubt his aversion to Mr Ducker,

Mr Duckworth continued cursing and shoved Mr Ducker aside (an act which in every
particular way would inflame Frank Ducker) and climbed into the first carriage and
Mr Ducker reluctantly boarded the second with us children. The two men were still
standing and shouting imprecations at each other when the driver in the front carriage
touched the rump of his horse with his whip and it broke into a sudden gallop forward
whereupon Mr Duckworth, whose balance wasn't too good in the first place, fell, still
swearing in a heap of arms and waving feet to the bottom of his carriage disappearing
up the river road in the gathering darkness, leaving Mr Ducker the victor in the field
of verbal battle.

It may have been a minor but a much talked about incident amongst the locals but still
a memorable scene and a fitting end to all the day's excitement.

It was that particular evening while the settlers were inside drinking, while we were
playing outside the hotel with another young boy that we confided in him that our
Dad reckoned that if one stuck a pin in the hide of the lady who owned the hotel,
Mrs Goodfellow, that she would explode with a loud "POP". Mrs Goodfellow was a
VERY large lady and we had filed Dad's observation away for further reference.

It was unfortunate that young fellow we chose to repeat it to was Mrs Goodfellow's
son and who went inside and immediately reported our comments to his mother.
The sequel to that eventful day was that although Frank had won a small verbal
victory over Mr Duckworth he was banned from Mrs Goodfellow' s premises
henceforth.
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THE DISJOINTED THUMB

The house which we rented at Navua was one which had been used by the
management of the sugar mill long before and though comfortable was somewhat
decrepit. Like most of the houses in Fiji, they were built on wooden piers of piles
about two feet above the ground and this allowed the air to circulate keeping houses
cooler. We spent much time under there exploring the lives of numerous small lizards
and geckos which liked the dark cool areas for making their homes. Usually our
sleeping quarters were in the centre of the building and this was surrounded by a
veranda where we had our meals and which had many windows fitted with wooden
shutters as protection in case of storms or hurricanes. Our front door was at the top of
a series of about four steps and it had one panel missing in its upper part.

Being Leslie, | decided one day to go through that door while it was still shut, using
that missing panel rather than the normal opening; however though I climbed and
perched successfully on the empty open panel | then lost my balance and fell outward
down the steps and to the ground. | was bruised and hurt, but I believed it more
fortunate that no one had seen my fall. This was quickly followed by my noticing that
my right thumb was only half as short as previously and that it was beginning to go
black and blue. Two thoughts sprang to mind, if I reported my escapade | would be
beaten by my half-brother Ron - or worse, again later by my Dad. But also if | showed
them my - by now excruciatingly painful right thumb - I imagined | might have to
have it cut off entirely. So I did what seemed the only logical thing to do at that time
and took to my scrapers. This had all happened mid-morning. There were some
convenient thickets nearby and into these | squirmed and lay as still as my injuries
would allow.

Lunch time came and | began to hear my name called. Although | was very hungry
(being a fat little fellow and liking my food) | daren't answer. All through that
afternoon | lay and heard my family calling me. I heard Ron, then worse still | heard
Dad and my brothers.

| am not sure just how | was discovered but | think that by this time the pain had me
sobbing and this gave me away. At any rate it was Ron who dragged me from my lair
and was so angry with me that he immediately draped me across his knee and in the
old fashioned way smacked my bottom soundly. It was shortly after this as | waved
my arms about in protest that he spotted my now blackened hand. What he did then
inflicted even more pain and was surprising. He put one foot against my right
shoulder, grasped the shortened thumb and amidst my screams jerked strongly and
LO! It became the right length again but remained black and swollen.

He had diagnosed immediately that | had dislocated the thumb and that was his
method of righting the situation.

Looking back I cannot help but think that had the thumb been fractured the end might
well have been that the hand might indeed ultimately be lost. I am glad to relate that
my father came to the conclusion that | had suffered enough and decided not to punish
me further. He told me that they had all feared that | had fallen into the river and had
scoured the banks downstream.

The missing panel in the front door was repaired forthwith.
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BHATANAKIA

While these events were taking place the “settling-up” process was going on at
Bhatanakia and after several weeks we moved about four miles West past Simmonds
farm and over the Doomba bridge to what was our newly established farm. There was
the newly constructed milking shed and there were the herd of black and white cattle
which we had last seen at Mission Bay and there were Bruin and Pieby roaring at each
other and frequently fighting each other.

Our home was another house raised from ground level by about two feet, with the
surrounding veranda and with a semidetached kitchen and bathhouse whose access
was by a raised outside passage and between it and the house rested a huge iron water
tank which was our domestic water supply filled by catchment from the iron roof. But
best of all on our move to Bhatanakia came the faithful Putthe. At Bhatanakia we
lived happily. Dad, Ron and we three brothers. For a short time we would walk the
extra four miles back to the Navua River, call Jackanundunn, walk the half mile up
the river to the Mission school and reverse the process in the evening. But it made a
long and rather arduous day for us three young children.

One of the hazards was crossing the Doomba bridge for we had been admonished by
Bridgemahond, the Indian head of the family who lived next to this bridge with his
large retinue, that we MUST NOT go under that bridge under any circumstances
because 'DEBIL DEBIL' dwelt under that bridge. So for a while we tiptoed across that
bridge daily for fear of arousing this monstrous beast until one day we decided we
would see for ourselves what a 'debil-debil' looked like. We found that because it was
approximately eight miles between the Indian village of Bhatanakia and the Navua
river this was about the halfway stop and there being no such thing as a toilet, and
what's more, no thickets or bushes nearby, the area under the Doomba bridge was the
equivalent of a much used yet reasonably private toilet!

AFTERNOON CHIILLIES WTTH BRIDGEMAHOND

It was here at Bridgemahond's village, or one of our early returns from the
Mission school that we stopped and talked to this friendly fellow. While letting

us sample the exotic taste of fresh made Indian mango chutney, he introduced

us to some elongated and beautiful small red berries or fruit or however one

might describe them. He popped one in his mouth and munched with relish and
invited us to do the same. We had squeezed and popped these berries and followed
Bridgemahond's invitation.

That is how we discovered CHILLIES. It was a devastating revelation and we wept
and coughed and begged for cooling drinks. But worst was not over for when wiping
away the tears which the hot chillies brought to our eyes the juice from our previous
handling was smeared in and around our eyes.

It was hours before we got rid of the painful stinging which followed.
We were sure we would be left blinded.
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AWALLY

After a number of weeks it became obvious that the fairly arduous task of traversing
the distance to and from Bhatanakia to the Mission School was asking too much from
our young legs and my father came up with the alternative of hiring a tutor for us.

He picked on an Indian youth who apparently had some education at a fairly
sophisticated school for he spoke English very well and I think would have been
about fifteen years of age. He was a quite obsequious youth whenever Dad was
around but when he was absent | think this young chap would have been suffering
from what Turia Tariana these days is fond of describing as "post-Colonial traumatic
syndrome" because of his bullying and swiftness to punish us while displaying
displeasure at our slightest tardiness in our multiplication tables or spelling lessons.
He always carried a long supple switch and he would lash us with this if he thought
we were tardy in our responses and | am convinced his self-esteem was raised a great
deal by this heaven sent chance to lord it over “the white man's children”.

I can still remember his wall eyes as he munched on one of those large yellow guavas
and at the same time reached out to administer another stinging blow with that cane.
We studied diligently however and always sat round the oil lamp (there was no
electricity in the district for many years) in the evening our legs safely encased in a
well-drawn up pillow slip to ward off the swarming mosquitoes, driven by the fear of
retribution the following day from Awally, for that I recollect was his name.

We did not snitch on him, but one day Dad discovered switch marks on us and that
was the end of Awally and today I would describe him as a “right Wally!”

But in spite of this lad's attentions, our days at Bhatanakia were generally idyllic.
We had our donkey, we had Putthe and there were almost always new scenes of
wonder.

Sometimes Ron would take us up to the nearby heavily forested hills on a pigeon
shoot. Not that WE did the shooting, but he would take the shotgun and he found a
use for our presence because around the fringes to the forest there would always be a
guardian belt of thick bracken and undergrowth. Ron's favourite method of finding a
way through these thickets was to pick up one of us smaller children and throw us
bodily on top of the undergrowth and in that way break a negotiable passage.

| remember he was not too fond of picking ME up and throwing ME because | was
considerably fatter than the others. However at times we came back from those
expeditions with a few pigeons with which Putthe would work his wonders. It was a
great change from the perpetual tinned “bully beef” for I cannot remember the
presence of a butchery in that district.

We would occasionally see Fijians in their lava-lavas and bare feet walking leisurely
past the farm on their way back to their village having been to Morris Hedstrom's
store on the Navua River and bought a tin of bully beef (which they referred to as
“bullimacow”) and a loaf of bread and they would be happily munching on this fare
(no such refinement as butter) as they strolled past.

Then there were the days when we would see groups of Indians passing on their
way to the river. They would be singing and beating drums accompanied by
glittering tinsel palaces and pavilions of bamboo and coloured paper. There was a
huge bamboo and paper replica of a woman much like a large balloon.

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 243


mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

Putthe told us that they were celebrating “Taj Mahal Day” in Hindu fashion as they
would in their own home county. Later we would go along to the Navua River to
watch developments. Here there would be much celebration. Whirling and dancing
and peculiar sounding music. Most delightfully for us would be the vending of home -
made ice cream. Towards evening the merrymaking would quicken. Then there was
the ceremonial launching of the tinsel temples on the river and at the same time a
match would be set to the huge blue bamboo woman and the day ended with a huge
flaming pyre.

SWIMMNG IN THE DOOMBA

Other days we would take our bathing togs and accompanied by two Fijian "nurses"
to overlook our safety, we wended our way over the pastures to the lower reaches of
the Doomba River for a swim. The pastures which we had to traverse were infested
with what we described as “sensitive grass” but was not a grass at all but a plant
which was like a low growing blackberry bush with the same vicious but smaller
hooked thorns. The reason it was called sensitive grass is because as soon as it was
touched or disturbed the fronds would close up together and leave a trail for about
half an hour after before it reopened. As we were always barefooted at that time it was
a painful experience to deviate from a beaten track.

We also learned of the devastating effect of the hot sun on our bodies, for although
enjoying the swimming we in our ignorance ignored the effect of exposure. Neville
and | were made moderately but painfully aware of this by nightfall, but my younger
brother D'Arcy being of fair skin and red haired became a mass of huge blisters on his
back and suffered most painfully. It was while swimming for the first time on this
particular day and the Fijian women enjoying the opportunity to swim also, that one
of them began shrieking hysterically and our immediate thought was "sharks!" and to
make for the shore. But we were amazed and halted in our tracks as she lifted her foot
above the surface of the water and attached to her foot by a mighty grip was a huge
crab. She hobbled ashore aided by the other Fijian woman and there had some
difficulty prizing the nippers of the crab from her foot. That crab was as large as a
small dinner plate and | have no doubt that is just where it ended up that day.

By this incident we were made aware of some of the dangers of simply going for a
swim in local waters.

Another hazard we were made aware of was the presence of a small spiked sea shell
that if trodden on injected a poison and could lead to very serious consequences.
| should add that the Doomba River at this point was also tidal.

EVENINGS AT BHATANAKIA

One of the pleasures of life at Bhatanakia was that at the end of the day, generally in
the calm of evening and just before dusk we would become aware of the rhythmic
beating of tom-toms. These would resound in the stillness and would be varied by the
size of the tom-toms. The smaller hollowed out logs giving out a lighter sound and the
bigger ones a deeper and more melodious "thump™. This would be followed by a
measured reply from a Fijian Village in a different direction. We were told that this
was the way the villagers exchanged news. It was a soothing and melodious interlude.
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On other evenings in the stillness of the after sunset one could hear in the distance a
lovely chorus from the Fijian Villages when the men had returned from their daily
work in their plantations as they raised their voices in song as only Pacific Islanders
can. Their voices seemed to float for great distances in the evening quiet.

Then overhead would fly great clouds of beautifully coloured parakeets making for
the forest on the hills. And as the skies darkened there would come the flocks of
flying foxes which are a species of the fruit eating bat. We would see and hear these
strange and wonderful things with pure delight. There would be something new, such
as in the bright hot sun the sight of several Mynah birds sitting in a row upon the
backs of the grazing cattle and our Dad told us that they were wiley enough to know
that their next meal would probably be a large fat tick which fastened themselves to
the hide of the beasts.

Photograph from the collection of Leslie Ducker
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CATS GALORE

We also learned that much of the Navua Plains were infested with feral cats. It was a
horrible sight to see these being hunted by the Fijians with their several pronged
fishing spears and they would be speared mercilessly when found in any thickets or
undergrowth.

One of our weaknesses was to go hunting for the cat's nests ourselves and in some
sort of misguided rescue mission bring the kittens back to the bungalow where we
would hide them and feed them milk. Almost always, until the penny dropped, my
Dad would hear the hungry meowing and go hunting for the source of the sounds
himself. He never ever liked cats anyway and simply disposed of our kittens by
chopping their heads off on the wood-chopping block and paid no heed to our cries of
distress.

Times had not changed for us children in some ways because we were often set the
task of hand weeding the small acreage of Lucerne which father was trying to
introduce into Fiji. | believe he did this successfully because of the labours of myself
and my two small brothers for we toiled in the hot sun hand weeding the rows of that
Lucerne plot for many hours almost daily when not at lessons and it flourished
mightily.

One day we were sitting at lessons about midmorning, a short time after the cows
again came into milk. Several young calves were tethered in a small enclosure of a
high and flowering hedge by the house for handy feeding when we became aware of a
loud buzzing and looking out the windows, which fortunately were guarded by
mosquito net mesh, we saw a huge cloud of swarming hornets, or wasps as they are
known here. They hovered about that flowering hedge and the next moment attacked
the agitated calves which bellowed and leapt in terror and pain because of their
tethering ropes. We were helpless, and so calves lay prostrate, and shortly after died a
most painful death. So in paradise we could never take our blissful lives for granted.
These wasps were a lethal presence in Fiji as they are in New Zealand today.

THE SHADDOCK TREE

In the distance from our house could be seen a large Shaddock tee and we could see it
bore some large and ripe fruit. We sallied over the pasture to where it grew on the
edge of a thicket. Elder brother Neville quickly shinned up the tree towards the
nearest fruit and in a second we were stricken with fear as he screamed.

He had run his head into the waxen appendage of a wasps nest.

He almost fell out of that tree as we took to our heels followed for some distance by
the disturbed swarm. We didn't go near that tree again.

But this lesson was not enough to warm Neville of the vicious nature and nesting
habits of the hornets, for some months later when in Suva we were playing about
while staying in a boarding house which was opposite the Suva Fire Brigade.

We had never come across what we now know as an air-grille in brick construction
and this was a curiosity which Neville wished to explore by introducing a long twig
into the opening and poking it about. Once again there was a piercing shriek as first
one or two and then a stream of angry wasps emerged and set about him, and us, as
we fled in panic and pain back to the boarding house.
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TIHE PUKKA SAHIB

As | observed earlier we were quick to assume a stance of superiority towards the
natives, whether Indian or Fijian, aping our elders. Since labour was so cheap my
father employed, instead of a couple of labourers, a whole family for about fifteen
shillings a week to cut coasters curse, which infested the pastures and which bore a
small blue berry which we found could be a handy substitute for ink. This shrub was a
real curse and like mangrove its insidious re-growth needed constant attention.

One afternoon while sitting at lessons by a window in the bungalow I observed what |
then thought was the indolence of the group of Indians hired to work for my Dad.

| promptly abandoned my lessons and marched over the pasture to where the Indians
were idling about gossiping and peremptorily demanded that they get back to work.

| am sure now that they sized up the situation nicely and decided that they would have
some fun with me. By now | had assumed the pukka sahib stance, whatever that
meant in my imagination and I told them in my sternest voice that if they did not
immediately resume work I would “sack them”. To a man, led by Bridgemahond,

my old mate of the chillies episode, they picked up their cane knives and began
walking off. | was instantly reduced to a panic for | could see my irate farther
demanding to know what had happened to his hired labour gang. I also knew the kind
of punishment which would follow when he found out. | was reduced to pleading that
if only they would wait | would make amends. Bridgemahond must have been
laughing himself silly inwardly but he apparently persuaded his gang to halt in their
tracks and to sit down and await events. | rushed back in fear towards the bungalow as
fast as my legs could carry me and seized a plate of scones which Putthe had freshly
baked and carried them back to the waiting Indians. To my relief they accepted my
penance with generosity and after consuming every last scone magnanimously
decided to resume work. | do not think now that for a moment they had taken me
seriously but I also know they enjoyed their impromptu “afternoon tea”.

| became a little more humble and cautious in my behaviour from then on.
PETER THE RACEHORSE

Our joy became great when Dad purchased a large chestnut ex-racehorse named Peter
and a smaller hack which had a peculiar name of Somesare. These two horses got
along famously and grazed happily always accompanied by Neddy. Unless Neddy
was needed in our pseudo-cowboy wanderings about the district - three aboard- each
with a table knife stuck in our belts and a homemade bow and absurdly constructed
arrows over our shoulders and we assumed in search of some "baddies" to slay.

That is if Neddy decided to co-operate. It was a long cry from riding our donkey to
getting what looked like a couple of miles in the sky, into the saddle on Peter's back
and that became my ambition and my secret fear.

However in the meantime we were quite isolated from much of the other white
settlers at Bhatanakia except for the party telephone line which hung on the wall and
this was used mostly for the exchange of gossip. I recall that on the banks of the
Navua River lived an attractive widow named Mrs Smith. | cannot hazard a guess
whether it was the long absence of our mother or if there was a genuine attraction for
my Dad but he was often on the phone breathing admiration to Mrs Smith and would
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frequently then order us to line up in front to the phone and sing in unison for the
benefit of Mrs Smith “Little Baggy Britches” or some other song such as “Pretty
Bubbles in the Air” and we could hear the enthusiastic response, "Oh Mr Ducker!
What lovely children, And what lovely voices”. Even THEN we were aware that we
were being used by Dad to further his wooing of Mrs Smith. We could not work out
why he always insisted that when we lined up before that telephone he also insisted
that we should ““stand up straight, hand down beside our bodies and shoulders back”.
For goodness sake! She couldn't SEE us! But we serenaded Mrs Smith beautifully
many times over the miles to the banks of the Navua. | am sure the others on that
party line also knew what Mr Ducker was up to.

It was about this time when Ron was suddenly stricken with Rheumatic fever and was
moved hastily to Suva Hospital where he barely survived the illness. It was after this
that he decided to return to New Zealand and we did not have contact with him for
several years.

MOTHER’S ARRIVAL IN FIJI

Before any lasting damage was done in the pursuit of Mrs Smith, Dad told us that our
mother had decided to join us shortly and we waited several weeks in great
anticipation for her arrival. We sailed from Naitonitoni to Suva in the passenger
launch Toni and left the management of the cattle to the Indian staff. There for several
days we awaited the arrival of the Tofua. It was indeed a joyful reunion and after a
few more days shopping for more suitable garments for Fiji’s climate, for Mum, we
returned to Bhatanakia. It must have been much more difficult for Mum to acclimatize
herself to the new conditions than we children, but her acceptance of the new life was
made so much easier and she had never before had a servant and Putthe, with Dad's
persuasion stayed, and they found themselves mutually agreeable (I believe more so
on Putthe's part when we found that mother couldn't pronounce his name and
henceforth called him PUTTY to which he happily responded)

My mother always was an excellent horsewoman and the fact that we already had two
mounts with their saddles was an instant pleasure for her. For a while she took to
riding about the district on her own on the smaller hack Somesare and to which she
had taken an immediate liking. But shortly she felt she wanted company on these
rides and so brought up the subject of my learning to ride the ex-racehorse Peter.

I had secretly long wanted to graduate to “the real thing” but at the same time
recognised it was a giant step from riding on Neddy's back. I well remember the first
day with me insecure in the wide saddle, (which incidentally was more of the
American make and had a pommel) and Mother happily on Somesare we walked
sedately a couple of miles from the farm then made our way through some thickets
onto the sandy beach. That was a great mistake, for when Peter found himself on the
hard and he must have recalled some of his more exciting moments on Race Day at
Naitonitoni for his pace immediately quickened. Then he heard the drumming of
Somesare's hoofs just behind. He took the bit between his teeth and flattened his ears
and went for it. | dropped the bridle reins and clung in fright to the pommel and |
believe that by this time Peter was in top gear. Certainly he was leaving Somesare far
behind. I could hear mother screaming for me to “Pull on the bridle!” but my sole
intention just then was to stay in the saddle for it seemed an enormous distance to the
hard sand. My fears became even greater because | began to realise that Peter was
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veering towards the trees beside the beach. It ended when I think my mother began to
size up the situation correctly and pulled Somesare to a halt. As Peter no longer heard
what was the drumbeat of competing hoofs he thought he had won the race and
slowed down. | had by then gathered enough experience to again seize the bridle and
to control him. An unforgettable introduction to horse riding. We children then took it
in turns to accompany mother in her exploration of the district.

TO THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Shortly we were to experience another parting from Mother and our days at Navua
were numbered for Dad had decided that we three children were to go as boarders to
the Suva Boy's Grammar School. It must have been a rather bitter blow to Mother to
have to part with her children so soon after our reunion. Such small joys as following
Putthe to the front gate with the large bucket of cream on his turbaned head which he
took nightly to the newly established butter factory about four miles away and which
had been built on the site of the old sugar mill. Also the visits to the milking shed
where the Indian milkers would tolerate our presence and would generally let us have
a mug of warm newly separated skim milk. Or even allow us to stand and with open
mouths receive the squirted milk straight from the teat, but which often missed and
which they always greeted with mirth as we licked as much as we could from our
streaming faces. We were going to miss the tomtoms and the parakeets and Neddy
and the sound of the "evensong" by the Fijians and most of all we were again going to
miss the presence of our mother and the companionable rides around the district with
her.

We had to visit Suva to be measured and fixed with the necessary uniforms for the
Grammar School and one of the most unique experiences was being measured for
handmade boots with which we were complete strangers. Almost all our lives we had
managed without footwear so this development meant a lot of adjustment. We were
then fitted with the smart white shorts and blue blazers with the gold lion rampant and
we were quite proud of ourselves. We then returned to Navua for a short while before
taking up the most defining time of our lives.

THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

We discovered an entirely new way of life at the Grammar School. It was run

after the manner of the English Public School system. As all the pupils were from the
families of European settlers or administrators and predominantly English, it had a
certain exclusivity about its regime. Rules were fairly strict and behaviour monitored.
It is fair to observe that quite a number of those pupils who attended the school during
the time we were there themselves became Civic leaders and administrators.

With scions of such families as the Sturts, the Ogilvies, the Ensors and the Moncktons
we were indeed rubbing shoulders with the sons of the Elite.

Physical fitness was of high priority much to my distress. Rising at six thirty each
morning and having to run around the playing fields several times and then to have to
submit to a cold shower was always discomforting and also particularly humiliating to
me because being fat (or chubby as | would better describe myself at that time)

| would inevitably be the last to arrive at the finishing post, amidst cries of derision.
And as for high jJumps which we were expected to perform from time to time, | found
that too most embarrassing. | watched some splendid performances by the senior
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pupils and watched miserably as the bar was gradually lowered for the smaller fry
until it ended invariably at the very lowest peg to accommodate MY effort. That was
about nine inches from the ground. Even then, on one occasion this was too much for
me and in my intended leap my foot struck the bar and I ended on the ground with a
sprained ankle. But despite some setbacks and discomforts to which | soon became
acclimatised we three Ducker children enjoyed our years at the Suva Grammar School.

Our teacher was a Miss Atherton, a startling red haired woman about thirty years of
age and she was excellent at her job and was strict in the classroom. She had a most
interesting method of administering the rare physical punishment for bad behaviour.
While demanding that the wrong-doer hold out their hands, first the left and then the
right she would coil a strap round her hand leaving several inches free. She would
then positively levitate herself from the floor in order to deliver the maximum
downward force to the strap.

It was very effective and few relished a return performance.

Many are the yarns ex-pupils tell of Miss Atherton's classes. But she was a gentle and
entertaining person outside the classrooms. My Dad would have liked her red hair!

Most Saturday afternoons we were able to attend the local cinema, or "pictures™ as we
called them in those days. After lining up before the headmaster on Saturday
mornings to draw our weekly allowance or pocket money - for us normally a shilling
each - and with a Tom Mix film and a bag of unshelled peanuts we would never have
called the King our uncle.

It was late in the year when we began to surmise that our parents might be having
some financial troubles for when we lined up for our pocket money we were
sometimes regretfully told by our headmaster that there was no money lodged to our
accounts.

The highlight of our week after the pictures was the church parade every Sunday
morning when we would be marched to the local Church of England and which would
enable us to witness the arrival of the pupils of the Suva Girl’s Grammar School
splendidly arrayed in all white dresses and the female counterpart of ourselves.
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Many were the surreptitious but admiring glances exchanged between the passing
columns. The Sunday afternoons were often spent in the nearby Albert Park where we
would listen and see the magnificently turned out Police brass band. Fiji at that time
was an English Colony and Suva a relatively tidy and well administered town and was
under good control. Unhappily it is much less so today.

In school holidays and long weekends we would sometimes return to the delights of
home at Bhatanakia and though we generally were enjoying the time at the Grammar
School, we were usually not happy to again leave home each time.

One particular source of humiliation was to have to submit from time to time to Dad’s
hair clippers. His method was simple and straight forward. First he would plough a
straight furrow through the middle of our heads from front to back and follow this up
with swift flicking strokes which often had not finished the cutting part and this would
lead to moans of distress as some hair was pulled out by the roots. This would always
be followed by Dad's stern warning to “stop snivelling”. He had apparently already
forgotten our helpful role in the wooing of Mrs Smith. But the worst was yet to follow
for on our return to the school,- usually when everyone, including the Form Masters
were sitting down to Sunday evenings tea - in would troop the three Ducker children
with three shorn heads resembling the fuzz on newly hatched ducklings. This would
always set up a roar of mirth from the assembly- with crimson and downcast faces we
took our places at the dinner table, and always, for several days, until the fuzz became
less noticeable we would be the butt of snide remarks. It seemed that no one else at
school had their hair cut by their dads. We didn't love our Dad at such times.

Then came the end of the school year, instead of returning to Navua, we were
suddenly transported about twelve miles to the Eastward of Suva on the road to
Rewa, to a place caned Nascinu. We were given no real explanation for this
development and to this day do not know the reason for that happening. It is still a
matter of conjecture. However, we were happy enough, perhaps even happier to take
up residence at the new place monitored for productivity and growth. A particularly
sad aspect of this move was that Putthe did not go to Nascinu with the family and we
never saw him again. Today, it is understandable that as Navua and Nascinu were
about sixty miles apart and divided by a long coastal sea trip and with Putthe's family
at Navua he could not possibly have stayed with us.

NASCINU

The front of the farm was really a park with many fruit trees and an elliptical sort of
driveway from the “top” gate to the ‘bottom” gate. A short distance from this
driveway there was a lovely sparkling stream which ponded and made an excellent
swimming pool. This was a popular venue for the residents of Suva and they would
come out for a Sunday drive to the Park and to swim. It must be told at this juncture
that though we never saw the Ducker's Freeisian cattle any more, we were overjoyed
that one day our beloved Neddy appeared on the scene. He was promptly enlisted to
make some pocket money for us. We would charge visiting children three pence to
ride Neddy the short distance from the top gate to the bottom gate. This gained Neddy
much notoriety and was a popular entertainment as well as fame for the Ducker
family so much fame that it was suggested by a correspondent to the Suva Times that
as the then Duke and Duchess of York were due to visit Suva shortly that year of
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1927 and as such questions were being discussed as to what public entertainment
should be accorded the visiting Royalty, one suggestion was mooted that they should
be given “a ride on Duckers donkey". WE felt that this was the next best thing to a
knighthood, but alas this event never came to pass, for shortly after this bit of
publicity we suddenly became aware of Neddy's absence. For many days we mourned
Neddy’s disappearance and were reinforced by suggestions from Dad that one never
EVER saw a dead donkey and when their time came they wandered away to die in
parts unknown. We even imagined that we could hear Neddy,s mournful bray.

We later came to believe that this was simply a smokescreen and the reason probably
was that in straitened circumstances as Dad then was, he had sold Neddy and could
not face telling his children the stark truth.

We were never ever told what happened to him.

RETURNING TO NEW ZEALAND

It was shortly after this that we were told that we were returning to New Zealand and
there was no forthcoming explanation about that either. So it is that for about seventy
years we have wondered about the real motive for ever going to Fiji and it was
evident from the meagreness of our possessions upon arrival back in Auckland that
the whole enterprise had been disastrous upon the Ducker fortunes. | can remember
Dad's assertion that he had exactly eleven pounds cash as his remaining fortune when
we landed back in New Zealand. In retrospect, though the expedition afforded us
children a great deal of pleasure and exciting experiences. In reality it was the
wholesale squandering of a sound farming livelihood and the dissolution of what was
once a notable herd of pedigree cattle. It is little solace to note that when visiting the
Southwest of Viti Levu these days that when sometimes one sees the many black and
white cattle still grazing there, that they are most probably the progeny of that first
herd of those which were taken to Fiji by Frank Ducker in 1924.
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Appendix 4 Olive Ducker - her early life in Taranaki

Olive Lois Ducker, born in New Plymouth in 1901, was the daughter of Frank and
Lily Ducker.

We may assume that Olive’s middle name “Lois” was a family name, chosen by her
mother, Lily. (Lily’s mother was baptised Lois Lightfoot, and there is some evidence
that her mother too had been baptised Lois.)

Some time after the family moved to Ohiwa, Olive was sent back to New Plymouth to
live with the Ducker grandparents, and to attend school there. Ron Henderson recalls
being told that Ohiwa at the time was considered by Frank to be “no place for a girl.”

Another family anecdote has it that the grandparents had been appalled at the thought
of Olive running around barefoot like the boys and it was they who had insisted on
looking after the girl.

In his memoir of Ducker’s Island, Olive’s s brother Leo wrote:

“My only sister Olive had gone back to New Plymouth with Granddad Ducker for her
schooling. She never came back to live in Ohiwa, only twice for holidays as Mum
was busy in the store and Post Office.” Leo’s memory seems clear on this.

His next recollection is leaving Ohiwa to live on the island, in 1912.

(See Appendix: “Early Days of Ohiwa)

Olive, photographed in New Plymouth around 1911

(cropped from a photograph which is included with the memorabilia held at
the Woolshed museum, Newall Rd.)

Olive, about 10 or 11 years of age, appears in this photo
together with her Taranaki cousins, and her grandparents James
and Eleanor.

A newspaper article (Auckland Star, 26 October 1912) records: “four boys alone on
the island for a week™ and is referring to Frank Ducker’s children.

This article makes no mention of a daughter on the island.

By now Olive would be about 11 or 12.

If the records from Frankley School could be found, it would be possible to determine
more precisely the time Olive came to stay with the Ducker grandparents in New
Plymouth. It was probably some time between 1910 and 1912.

Leo Ducker recalls that in those “early days” (around 1912) his younger brother
Clarry also went to stay with the grandparents for his schooling.
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The earliest newspaper record of Olive Ducker at Frankley School is in 1915.
Olive would have been about 14 then, and she was in Standard V1

FRANKLEY SCHOOL
Taranaki Daily News , 17 December 1915

C_;tTh? énlﬁmng children passed the Standard VI-
Standard VI examination, six gainin Cood ¢ - Ol
preficiency, and one competency: Rilﬂeﬁ Duckﬂrmn]i;?: GEHIE it}
Ballantyne, Keitha Bullot, Winifrad \Wi .f,' "jenw-‘ﬂ..\m ! B.“H'Dt*
Downes (11 yearsj, Constance Hawke, inifred Downes, Olive Ducker.
Olive Ducker, Lindsay Williams, and

Margaret Lovell, — '

Frank Ducker and his daughter Olive, possibly around 1916-1917

(Ron Henderson collection.)
We can approximate the date of this photograph.

Frank held the rank of Sergeant between 12" April 1916 and 23" February 1917.
Olive would then have been 16 years of age.

In 1916 Olive left Frankley School and went to New Plymouth Girls’ High, and took
prizes in the annual swimming sports in 1916 and 1917:

GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL. GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL.
Taranaki Daily News , 2 March 1916 Taranaki Daily News , 13 March 1917
Junior Championshin, 33 yards Thiving for plates:
Olive Ducker 1, 0. Ducker 1,

Taranaki Daily News , 12 November 1917
SACK RACE (106 entries).
Final: . Ducker 1, N. Peach %,

86 Frank Ducker Service Record
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Form IV,

01, Imeker:  First science, second
mathematies, =econd geography, second
English, second Irench.

Olive was also thriving academically at
Girls’ High School.

Taranaki Daily News , 14 December 1917

Leo recalls, when he was 12, Olive coming to the island to spend her Christmas
holidays. Frank had returned from the Army by then.

Olive, five years older than Leo, would have been about 17.

“Olive was a young lady by now and I was always very proud to be seen with her.”

Olive returned to her old Frankley School to become a pupil teacher from 1918 to
1920, finishing her probation in December 1920.

TARANAKI EDUCATION BOARD.
Hawera & Normanby Star, 11 January 1918

TARANAKI EDUCATION BOARD.
Hawera & Normanby Star, 15 August 1918

Pupil teachers were appointed as fol-
lows: Mr P. D. Chapman, Waitara;
Misses I. H. Paulger, Inglewood; K.
M. Bullard, J. Hyndman, .. F. Cor-
ney, Central; E. M Gibson, Fitzroy,;
8 M. Farquhar, Hawera D.H.S.; ul.
E. Leach, Stratford D.H.S.; M. A.
Hawkes, West nd; O, L. Ducker,
Frankley. '

Leave of absence was granted o the
following teachers: Miss €. Ducker
(Frankley), two weeks: Miss 1. Fd-
wards (Te Kird), two weeks; Miss I8,
Moir (Puniwhakau), twa weeks:; Miss
C. McCarty (Hillshorough), one week:
Miss T Foster (Inglewood), two weeks:
Miss D. Henderson (Kapuni), 1 month;

MATRICULATION RESULTS
Hawera & Normanby Star, 21 January 1920

SUCCESSFUL TARANAKI CANDI-
DATES.

NEW PLYMOUTH CENTRE.
.C. E. K. Alcock, Comp; Annie I,
Arms, Comp; G\vendolmep]’i}. Barnett,
PP; R, Bell, MSP; J. W. Boon, Comp
E. A. Brooker, PP; Frances Brown,
MSP; Flora M. Cameron, MS; R. A,
[’:‘andy, MS; A. J. Christie, MS; J. D.
Clemow, MS; O.ive L. Ducker, MS; A.
Fowler, Comn: A. V. Gilhart M. 11 D

TARANAKI EDUCATION BOARD.
Taranaki Daily News, 15 April 1920

Leave of nbasnes was eranted to the
followine teachers :—3{iga D Ducker.

Frankiey (two weclks)

TARANAKI EDUCATION BOARD.
Taranaki Daily News, 11 November 1920

Leave of abzence was approved as
folows: Miss 0. Ducker (Frankley,
4 weeks: ]

TARANAKI EDUCATION BOARD. Taranaki Daily News, 30 November 1920

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Miss . Diacker, pupil teascher,

Leave of abisence was granted teachers as fpliows:
Frankley,

1920 Olive leaves Frankley School and is given a presentation.
SCHOOLS BREAK-UP. FRANKLEY SCHOOL Taranaki Daily News, 20 December 1920

The c¢hidrman, in his opening  romorks,
nnolopised for the absence of the chalrman
of the DBoard, and congratulated the head-
magier and  staff on the exeellent  resulls
nehieved, He also exprossed regret at the
approaching departure of Misses Dueker and
Lil:ott, whe had fa'shed their term of pre-
l:atinn

Mlsses Ducker and Filott were each Jiri =
sented with two volumes of poetieal works
as marks of
puplls, and each teacher was the reciplant
of o handssme hougnet,
for the teachers, the chuirman, and Mr, 8
SEmith.

esteam by the teaclters and

Cheers were given
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Olive then went to South Taranaki, to Pihama School as a teacher,
gaining her Teacher Certificate in 1922.

SCHOOL CoNGART

sum of £21 10s. The items, which were | iNama

very ‘well rendered, reflect great credit | School Concert
on the children and their teachers,: Mr
F. W. Mason - and Miss O. L. Ducker,
and ‘also on Mrs A. F. Neilson, who | Hawera & Normanby Star, 24
gave up much of her time to the pro:| December 1921 PIHAMA
motion of this concert, and by whom
all the accompaniments were rendered.

ing of the pupils. He referred to ‘the
good work done by Miss Ducker, thank-
ed: Mrs Neilson:on behalf of the school

A hearty vote of thanks was passed
to the teaftiers, Mr. Mason and Miss
Ducker, for the good work done during

the year. . ; Hawera & Normanby Star, 26
Mr. Mason replied on behalf of him-| April 1922

self and Bfiss Ducker, and thanked

the meeting for their vote, and hoped

that the cordial relations existing be-

tweén teachers and committee would

continue. :

PIHAMA.

v PIHAMA PUBLIC HALL,

FRIDAY, AUGUST 18
FIRST- ANNUAL HOGKEY DANCE. Hawera & Normanby Star,

——

16 August 1922

Orchestral Musie.
Gents, 2/6; Ladies, 1/6.
| 0. L. DUCKER,
18 + Hon. Secretary.

Leave of absence was granted as fol- | EpycATION BOARD.
lows: Miss E. G. Koy, assistant, Ha-:

_ + e e mn mammsas,  wmacasvaaav, | HaWera & Normanby Star,
Normanby: Miss . O. L. Ducker, pro-| 28 November 1922
‘bationer, Opunake; Mrs L. H. Street,
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TEACHERS’ EXAMINATION,

The following Taranaki names appear
in the results of the examinations held | TEACHERS' EXAMINATION.
in Augnst and September for teachers'
certificates (the name of the town given | Hawera & Normanby Star,
iz the examining town: N.P. for New| 16 November 1922
Plymouth, and 5. for Stratford).

~ Paszed for Clazs C.—Howard ©, Cat-
ling (N.P.), Ethel Rowntree (5.), Alice
E, Corry (N.P.), Olive L. Ducker
(N.P.y, Lilian M. Ellis (N.P.), Eliza.

METHODIST DAZAAR. !
The bazaar held in the Town H¢ Popular Young Lady

= e L LR FRE AR OPUNAKE.
In each competition there were fot :

aspirants, the result of the voting he
ing: Popular young lady, Miss 1:%::35: Eapra?igzgormanby Ster
Sinclair 1208 votes, Miss E. Hurhgo

874, Miss Ducker 646,

PIHAMA HALL. _
Page 1 Advertisements Column 4

. FHIDAYT-.]'_UL‘E - Hawera & Normanby Star,

19 June 1923
ANNUAL HF}CI{EY DAN(]E.
Orchestral Musie,
Ladies, 1/6; Geunts, 2/6
Q. L. DUCKER,

21 Hon. Beeretary.

PIHAMA PUBLIC HALL.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3. Hawera & Normanby Star,
— 3 October 1923
CDHBINED SPDRTS Dﬁ.NCE

Page 1 Advertisements Column 3

Orchestral Musie. Good Floer.
Ladies, 1/6; Gents, 2/6.
0. L. DUCKER,
H. W. MASON,

Joint Secretaries.

TARANAKI EDUCATION BOARD.
Hawera & Normanby Star, 13 March 1924

The following appointments were
made on the recommendation of the
teachers’ selection committee and the
senior inspector (Mr J. A. Valentine):

Inclewood, relieving third assistant,
Miss O.L. Ducker;
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Page 1 Advertisements Column 4
Hawera & Normanby Star, 24 April 1924

PIHAMA HALL.

TUESDAY, APRIL 29.

A FAREWELL SOCIAL to Miss O.
L. Ducker will be held as above,
Ladies, 1/-; Gentlemen, 2/-

W. H. MASON,
Hon, Secretary. ;

PIHAMA.
Hawera & Normanby Star, 3 May 1924

PIHAMA.

A POPULAR TEACHER

Miss Ducker, who has been assistant
teacher in the local school for over
three years, left on Wedensday to taie
up a similar position in the Inglewood
School.  Before her departure, the
pupils of the school were assembled,
and Mr Mason, head teacher, thanked
Miss Ducker for the great help she kad
been to the school, and for the interest
she had taken in the children, not only
in their school work, but also in their
games, and he wished her every happi-
ness and success in the future.

Miss Nola Smith, on behalf of the
children, expressed regret at losing
Miss Ducker, and presented her with
a gold armlet as a small token of the.r
esteem.

Miss Ducker, in thanking the chil-
dren for their present, said that she
would always look back with pleasure
on the three years she had spent at the
Pihama School.

On Tuesday night Miss Ducker was
entertained at a farewell social, and
during the evening Mr Riley, on be-
half of the residents of the distiict,
presented Miss Ducker with a gold
wristlet watch, and expressed regret
that she was leaving, as she had shown
herself a capable, conscientious  and
sympathetic teacher, and had always
entered heartily into the social activi-
ties of the community.

Miss Ducker, in a neat little speech,
thanked the residents for their hand-
some present, and said that she had
endeavoured to do her duty by the
sohcol, and had been only too pieased
to help in lecal affairs. :

The singing of “For She’s a Jolly
Good Fellow,” terminated a pleasing
little cerentony.

It is said that in her later years, Olive was good friends with her cousin Edie Kenyon
(my grandmother) when they were living in Tauranga
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Appendix 5 The Remittance Man of Ducker’s Island

Leo Ducker, in his reminiscences of Ducker’s island in Ohiwa, refered to a remittance
man “ --an Englishman, a fine looking, well spoken chap. His name was Julius
Donner. He lived in various shacks around Ohiwa Harbour. Finally when we left
the island in 1919 he moved into our house and stayed there until he died”

Newspaper articles and electoral rolls identify this gentleman as Julius Dunlop
Donner, although his history is slightly different from what Leo Ducker recalls.

It is almost certainly the same person.

He was a remittance man all right, but the remittances were coming from family in
Gisborne, not England.

At the beginning, Julius Donner was a respectable fellow, from a family of means.

According to a post on Ancestry.com, by a descendant “Edonner”, Julius was the son
of Phillip William Donner “who emigrated to New Zealand in 1885, due to a kidney
ailment called Bright's disease. Whilst there in Gisborne N.Z. he met and married
Ellen Dunlop in a double wedding on the 15-09-1886 with his best friend and G.P.
Dr. John Fraser Innes who (m) Emily Dunlop at Debbenham Bennett's residence in
Gisborne.”

The following is extracted from a post on Ancestry.com by in 2012 by “Edonner”:

“Julius was the only son of Phillip William and Ellen Donner. (nee Dunlop.) He was
born 28th April 1888, and his sister, Amy Vivienne, was born on November 24th
1890, both at the family farm 'Pouparae’, on Bushmere Rd. just on the North Western
outskirts of Gisborne town in N.Z.

Julius was a flamboyant precocious fellow who had no regard for money and spent it
lavishly mainly at the expense of his mother who doted on him to the point where he
became nicknamed by his grandfather, James Dunlop, as 'Julius Caesar'.

The Donner family to and fro'd to England where Julius completed schooling at
Harrow and a term at Cambridge University. His High School days in N.Z. were at
Wanganui Boys High School.

In 1915, he met a beautiful young half caste Maori girl Hueta Aneko Herewini.

Julius fell head over heels in love with her and later the following year, they had a son
who Julius named Jules Dunlop Donner, born on 18th June 1916. In March 1916,
Julius went to London in England to sign on for war service with the Royal Artillery
of His Majesty's Imperial British Army. Why he left his spouse and a child yet to be
born at this point in time is a mystery. Maybe the urge to do something honourable
was the deciding factor in this puzzle. He returned to N.Z. after the war and found that
his ex had married another returned soldier of the N.Z. Pioneer Battalion. Paora
Apanui.

Julius then discovered love again with a M/S Te Ani of Kutarere and had two children
to her....”

Julius had a sister (Ellen Dunlop Donner) who was born (in New Zealand) in 1886
| 1886/2021 | Ellen | Dunlop | Philip William | Donner |
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In one of his “to-ing and fro-ings” from England, he had arrived in New Zealand as
saloon passenger on the Gothic in 1898. He was 10years old then, and evidently
accompanied by his mother and a Miss V Donner (7).

830 HARROW SCHOOIL REGISTER. (19022
He entered
ENTRANCES, EASTER—MIDSUMMER 1902, Harrow in
1902 and left
Donner, Jullus Dunlop (Mr. Marshall's), son of P. W. Donner, Esq. Left in 1906.
19062, Trin. Coll. Camb. ; now in New Zealand.—J. D. Donner,
Esq., Priesthill, Englefield Green,

Hastings Standard , 25 March 1897

The Poupari Block of 336 acres
miles out of (isborne, furmml} the the financial basis for
property of Mrs Donner, has been cut his later claim that he

y SEVELL | This may have been

had an inheritance

up into daivy farins, and will be offered | owing to him of
to the public on the ?1st April.

£18,000.

Hastings Standard, 16 March 1911

My, Julius Donner acted as besk Julius was ‘ibestman”
an, and Mr. V. Smith (brother of| @ the wedding of

he bride) as groomsman.

Elsie Smith to John
Gouldsmith.

He was then about 23 years of age.

The record fish was sent on by rail to
Auckland to be stuffed. Last week Mr

kingfish, a ating 2 bmwelht
off g‘&male rislaﬂd, m:mne. g

a huge kmgﬁsh ‘weighing 831b, in the
same_locality. - The monster is about

girth. The fish is. hemg forwarded tb
Rotorua to be mounted. -« == ol

J. D. Donner, of Waimana, landed 21
Friday last the same gentleman caught'

sft-1in in length and about ‘30in. in’

Waikato Times , February 1914

In 1914 Julius must have moved
from the Gisborne area and is now
reported as a gentleman enjoying the
sport of game fishing at Whakatane,
not far from Ohiwa Harbour.
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Dominion, 15 May 1914
Mr. Julius Dunlop Donner has hoen

pppomted an inspector under the Fish-
pries-Act.

1% Division Bay of Plenty 1916

Donner, Jl;l'iun Dunlop, Sh
| Nnean Rlward James. Da

;
cop-farmer, Tahora, Waimana
irv-farmer, Taneatua, Whakatan

Julius enrolled in the army in
1916 during WW1

He is recorded

Ve o Ship Booteccsle o ofotprival ek 19F. . Wione drit e, ool Nere arrving in
Puokaf Arvival Lo e Stumiip Lie P T s England in
NAMES AND DESCRIMTIONS OF _BB_II_|§ﬂ FARRENOERS / 2 y March 1916,
: - : S [ presumably to
- | report for duty.
IR | UK incoming
’ e 3| passenger lists
s b Agfan s

Julius D Donner

Birth Date: 1887

Occupation sheepfarmer

Age: 29

Port of Departure: Wellington, New Zealand
Arrival Date: 15-Mar-16

Port of Arrival: London, England

Ship Name: Corinthic

Shipping Line: White Star Dominion Line
Official Number: 115296

In the early 1920s a few court cases involving money were reported, and one in which
Julius and his sister Ellen Donner were sued for an alleged breech of a grazing contract.

MAGISTRATE'S COURT.
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 May 1920

TOWN EDITION.
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 November 1920

ACTION FOR DAMAGES.
New Zealand Herald, 15 August 1922

GEAZING CONTRACT CASE.
New Zealand Herald, 16 August 1922

Before leaving to serve overseas, Julius had been in love with a young Maori girl
called Lucy Herewini and evidently she has been pregnant with his child when he left
New Zealand.

(Jules Dunlop Donner was born in June1916 and died in 2006.)
‘ 2006/18570 ‘ Donner ’ Jules Dunlop ’ 18-Jun-16 ‘

Ten years after this liaison occurred, it was considered newsworthy by a cheap tabloid
which took the opportunity to make fun of his situation.
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With the salacious headlines typical of this seedy rag, Julius was then harried further
in relation to his financial extravagences.

NZ Truth 7 October 1926

AF TER TEN YEARS

War Hero Musi Pay
For st Son

(I‘rom YN ']‘111th' " Opotil&i'Rep.)

Ten-year-old happenings had:
their sequel at the Opotiki Magis-
trate’s Court last week, when Mrs.
"Fanny Warlcn, a native, asked for
maintenance in réspect of the il-
- legitimate child of her neice, Lucy

+ Hiriwini.

ULIUS DONNER was named as the
father - of the child,” who is.ten
years of age, and was present in Court.
Defendant was not present, nor was
he: reptesented -
. Mr. N, V. ITodn-son 1e1neqemted com-
plainant and st.zted that defendant
lived with the -neice, Lucy,. over 10
years ago. oo -
- After the Doy ‘was Dborn he. made
various payments towards mainten-
ance, but ]stLI‘]} had been neglecting
them.
: Lucy Hnruwm:, : mother‘ _of the -
. boy, stated that she lived with
" Donner in 1915. He afterwards
went to the war.

He made two pdymcnts of £30 each
to her, hut then the payments stopped.
When he came back from the war he
paid nothing.

‘She kept the baby for three years,
then her aunt, Mrs. Warren, took him.
Donner is the father of the boy.

Mrs. Fanny Warren, . 'of © Opotiki,
stated that after she. took the boy she
remembered - Donner giving "her an
order for Lucy to draw. £30 quarterly
from a solicitor, but he 011[3 mdde two
payments. :

He went to the war and when he
* came back Lucy was married.

After
war heé made her
small payments:

He also gave her an
months ago fm"somc clothing, He had
never denied being the father of the
boy, 'who is called Julius, after him.

Lounbel said that defendant lived in

from the
geveral

defendant - returned
(w Hness)

order some-

Gishorne and was in .the - fortunate
position of not-having to work.
His people  were ' also very

wealthy and he is ‘in an: excellent
position to pay maintenance:
;AL one ‘time he offered to pay 30/-
por week and counsel asked. for. an
ovder {or that amount. .
© The magistrate (Mr. G. W, K. Ken-
rick) ordered defendant to pay £2)
forr past maintenance and to continue
p.wmont of 21/- per week until the
}Joy is- old cnouah to earn,

Donner's Dilemma
NZ Truth, 13 January 1927

a high old time in the Queen City,
running up a substantial hotel bill
for which his widowed mother re-
fused to stand.

Now Julius has been haled be«
fore the Supreme Court at Gis-
borne on a petition to have him
adjudged a bankrupt. When the
matter ;was first called it was
stocod down for a‘ few days, and
subsequently adjourned until next

JULIUS DUNLOP DONNER, the

gay young son of noble birth
who has been much in the limelight
Iately, is .still before the public
gaze,

A few weeks agoe “N.Z Truth”
related how Juliuvs was adjudged
the father of the. illegitimate child
of .a young woman in the Bay of
Plenty, the case unfolding a ten-
year-old romance.

Some time later Julius attained session.
further notoriety by featuring in Julius wounld seem to have a lot
an action in Auckland where it of little froubles.

was shown that he had been having

Dismal Dunlop Dormer
NZ Truth, 10 March 1927  ....over page
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He’s Worth £18,000, but He
‘ Can’t Get At It

Peeps Into Purple Past Past of Joyless Julius

(Frnm “N.Z, Truth' " Gisborne Representative.)

JULIUS DUNLOP’ DONNER seems to be a living testimony to the
truth of the old saying:*‘Life is just one dammed thing after

-another.’’

- .0 add a little originality to
the  quotation, it might be
described as ‘one thing

. after another after Julius.”

The first thing after him

—*“N.Z. Truth” readers. will

ks remember it—was an appll-

cat:cm ‘that he be adjudged the paternal

progenitor of a child in the Opotiki
district.

And the apphcatmn did not
chase him in vain—it caught hlm
well and truly.

Within 'a week or two Julius aga.!n
features In the news. This time hie
mother had been chasing him In Auclk-
land, and ‘a hotel-keeper had - been
chasing Juliug’ mother with a substan-
tial bill for champagne suppers, which
indicated that the erring son hac been
having a gay oId timé in tho Queen
City.

This time there were a couple of
misses. His mother missed,Julius and
mine;host who had extended the credit
did not ecatch Jullus' mother.

Last Supreme Court session at Gis-
borne an application sought to have
Julius adjudged a hankrupt, but the
evil day was- put off.

Personal Questions -

Further light was thrown on Julius'
little misfortunes at the Gisborne
Magistrate’'s Court last week, when his
knibs stepped into the witness-box te
explain his inability to meet a judg-
ment ts.kan against him in December
| last.

According to Julius, he is due to
come into an estate of £18,000, but
it appears ‘that in the méantime
he is cut off with the proverblal

. shilling.

How it all comes about Julius him-
self has mainly told, and the rest is
written very clearly between the lines.

The Donnerg are one of the oldest
and most respected families in Gis-
borne and Julius is the last of the line.

His own statement is that while
the estate is valued at £18,000, like a
good many others before him he can't
raise enough to pay his-tailor.

Even more dramatic is the ad-
mission that this scion of a noble
‘race actually served “time"” for 18
days, aithough there is an £ 18,000
estate awaiting him.

When Julius explained the matter to
his own sollcitor, Lawyer Stan. Beau-
foy, he was brief and to the point.

Under the conditions on which the
estate had been settled, he sald, the
Public Trustee allowed him an annuity
of £300 a 'year, but every bean of this
was assigned to a creditor to reduce
a “mortgage” and Julius received no-
thing ezcent a, shilling or two now and
then from his mother. :

Since the judgment was obtalned he
had earned nothing, but he was nego-
tiating for a half-share In a property
in the Bay of Plenty.

Then Lawyer “pat Nolan got to
work.

First of all, he wanted to know what

offorts Julius had made to get work)
and was promptly informed that he‘
had made “indirect efforts.” ‘

The answer did not suffice and fur=-|
ther probing elicited the information
that the only “indireet effort” Julius
could directly recollect—although he
assured counsel thers were several
others—was an applicatlon for a Job
as traveller for the Gisborne Wine and
Spirit Co.

Judging by Julius' record during
his short stay in Auckland, and his
own statement that he had been
arrested for being “tut,” the wine
and spirit firm missed the services
of a good traveller,

Again Lawyer Nolan came at Julius
about those other jobs and finally ob-
tained an admission that he had not
lookéd very hard for work slnce judg-
ment was obtained,

“I don't see why I should,” he added.
“Ive got all my money tied up here
and the Public Trustee ahould do
something in the matter.” '

Then the questions became more
personal. Counsel wanted to lknow
who had the charge on the £300 an-
nuity and despite his protests to the
bench Julius finally had to answer the
question. “It was Arthur Owen.”

In case anyone doesn’t know, Arthur
Owen {8 one of the most prominant
flgures in Gisborne.

Julius’ bill to. Arthur was only a
small amount of about £1400 and °
was for "mopey fent.”

~Jullus said he usunally lived with his
mother in Gisborne, but although he
never paid board there were other ex-
penses, such as clothes.

His Drink Bill

Lawyer Nolan: But this jndgment
was for a bill of clothes?—Well, there
are other expenses besides.

Still more personal .did the ques-
tlons become. “What does it cost you
a month for drink"’" demanded coun-
sel,

Julius: Very, very little. The
amount, in fact, is infinitesimal.

Lawyer Nolan: Are you prohibited?
—No. .

‘Well, ' then, you have been"—Yes,
twelve months ago.

Have you ever been in trouble he-
cause of drink?—No, I have not.

Are you sure?—I'll admit | was
‘“shot in" once, but | suppose | am
not the only one.

‘How long ago was that?—Twelve
months or so. On top of that I did 18
days_ for debt before I was let out, if
you want to know. I did time to avoid
filing. "Why should I file when I've got
enough to’ pay everything?

That's the question Julius has to

;answer next Supreme Court.session

unless the application is withdrawn in
the meantime or again adjourned.

Anyhow, Julius satisfied the bench
that his earnings since the judgment
were not up to much zmd ‘no order was
made
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In 1833 Julius married Agnes Lewis

(NZ BDM online)

| 1033/5024 | Agnes | Lewis | Julius Dunlop

‘ Donner ‘

The following final appearance in the media provides some detailed explanation of

the situation Julius found himself in.

It. is presumably after this that Julius made his way to Ohiwa harbour, where he ended
his days as a squatter in Duckers’ old cottage, remembered by Leo as an interesting
well-spoken Englishman who he could “listen to all day” if he had the chance.

NO ASSETS.

Auckland Star, 12 October 1933

GISBORNE FARMER.
REGULAR MONTHLY INCOME.

PRINCIPAL CREDITOR’S OFFER

(By Tclegraph.—Own Correspondent.}
GISBORNE, this day

A banhrupt estate where debts, all
to unsecured creditors, totulied £3269,
against whieh there were on assets, but
where the bankrupt, jointly with his
wife, was in receipt of £43 per month
ineome from o liust fund, was the
unusual position revealed when Julius
Dunlop Donner, described as a farmer,
met his creditors yesterday afternoom.
The fund 1eteried to was held by the
Public Tiu-tee aml was stated to
amount to £16.730. Tt was suggested
that the Cumt should be approached
with o yiew to obiaining the release
of =ome of this amonnt. but the prin-
cipal creditor, “to show what he thought
of il said he was prepaied to take
half o crown in the pound.

In his ~tatement Donner said he attri-
buted lis position te one cause—the
attitude adopted by the native trustee.
the morteage on his propeity at Wai-
mana had exphied, and the tru-tee e
fused to 1emew 1t and banhiupt was
refused mmtzagor’s aelief.  The pre-
perty, with 2300 acres bioken in and
considerably improved. was sold for 10/
per acre, whereas it had cost 37/0
undeveloped, A further <ifficulty was
opposition by relatives to probate of
hiv mother’s will, which zave the native
trustee a chance to seize his mother’s
]ai'f;pm‘ti(’i: under =z ]){‘1'9011-11 covenant
clause, Under the mortgage hie was
jointly Hable witl s mother for £9000
on the Waimana propeity.

Bankiupt exaplained that his fathel
died in 1595, and uider hie will he and
Liw <ister were beneficiuies in equal
~lhates subject to a lite interest of his
mother.  Ilis sister subsequently died

intestate and half her share reverted
to him and the other half to  his
mother. 1n 1924 he got into difficulties,
and under n deed of settlement £7000
was paid ont to him.  He signed a
transfer te the Publie Trustee and when
he married recently he s mned another
deed providing for Lalf of the income
from the fund to go to his wife. Sinee
his marriaze he had been 1eceiving £4
17/6 per week, lbut half of this was
left with the tiustee for the payment
of accounts.

My, I CGhiay, representing the Pubhe
Trustee, stated that the fund referred
to amounted to £16.750, but he did not
think this included money from the
sale of the Longbush property. Ile was
not in a poeition to <say what conld be
done in regard te the fund, but the
ereditors ecould go to the Cowrt for an
order and the trustee would not oppose
it.

Mr. K. A, Woodwnard =suggested that
the martiage settlement was of no
effect, but the assicnee, Mr., J, N,
Nalder, said this point was open to
dispute.

Mr., Woodward remairhed that the net
income received by bankrupt and his
wife from the fund was £43 per month.

Donner =aid he was prepared fo give
half his <hare from the fuml ftowards
the creditors,

Mr. A, Owen: I am preparetd to take
half a crown in the pound nmw. That
1s what I think of it.

The meeting was adjourned 1o con-
able the tiu-tee to consult with the
Public Trustee.
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Appendix 6 Burton and White

The early 1870’s saw an excess of rural labour in the midst of an economic downturn
in rural England, and the so-called “Revolt of the Field”.

This coincided with a shortage of labour and a period of borrowing and infrastucture-
building in New Zealand, under the expansionist policies of Premier Julius VVogel.

One result was a concerted period of organised emigration from England to New
Zealand as New Zaland began to recover from its internal wars of the 1860’s.

In October 1873 a system of “free nominated immigration” was implemented,
whereby anyone already settled in New Zealand could nominate a friend or relative
for a free passage to New Zealand.

But New Plymouth was not a poplular destination for emigrants.

It had been particularly hard-hit during the wars and it seemed less attractive than
better-known destinations such as Wellington, Auckland and Christchurch. Lacking a
harbour, ship’s captains preferred to offload immigrants elsewhere, so those intended
for New Plymouth did not always actually arrive there. Government immigrant
recruiting agents were provincially biased and, being paid on a per capita basis,
naturally concentrated their efforts on destinations which were easier to sell.

Evenually, after much discussion, New Plymouth leaders devided to send their own
agent to England, and in June 1874 the Taranaki Province appointed a New Plymouth
settler, William Burton and his wife, for the role. Determined not to exaggerate the
advantages of New Plymouth, and determined only to recruit immigrants “of the right
stamp” Burton experienced great difficulties to begin with. 1874 has been described
by Rollo Arnold as “the flood tide” of immigration to New Zealand, but by the time
Burton became established in his role in the UK, the tide was on the turn. Good farm
labourers had become less “taken for granted” and wages had begun to increase.
Their employers had begun to actively oppose the work of emigration agents.

William Burton described these difficulties in a lengthy letter to the Taranaki Herald,
written on March 9 1875 from Grimsby in North Linconshire. He also mentioned that
he had decided on Lincolnshire as the recruiting ground with the greatest potential,
and his forming a relationship with a “good local agent, who is known for many miles
round, and has the confidence of the people all about.”

The “good agent” was a grocer from the town of Laceby (near Grimshy) called John
White. Prior to the arrival of Burton, John White had already demonstrated an intense
interest in emigration as a solution to rural woes in North Lincolnshire, and had been
partly responsible for a successful recruitment of about 200 settlers to Canterbury who
had departed from Grimsby in September 1874 to sail on the Geraldine Paget.

(This is the same vessel on which the Duckers arrived in New Zealand in 1880.)

John White too wrote a lengthy piece for the Taranaki Herald.

These two letters (one from Burton and one from White) are reproduced on the
following pages:
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MR. BURTON'S MISSION TO ENGLAND.

Taranaki Herald, 2 June 1875

MR. BURTON’S MISSION TO
ENGLARD.

TIE DIFFICULTIES HE ITAS 1IAD TO
ENCOUNTER,

FOUR HUNDRED IMMIGRANTS NOW
ON THEIR WAY,
‘ COLLINGWOOD ’ HAS NINEI'Y-TWO
ON BOALD,

¢IJALCIONE® HAS THREE HUNDRED.

ALL GOOD AGRICULTURATISTS.

BY the mail fo hand Mr. Ilulke, the Immi.
seation Agent, has received two lotters from |

Mr. Burton, the Kmigration Agent, who is

now in England.. As many of our readers |

we fcel sure will be interested in what he has
been doing, Mr. Hnlke has kindly permitted
us to make somewhat lengthy extracts from
the letters, which show that neither A,
or Mrs, Burton have heen idle since they have
reached home —

COLONIAL VIEW OF LMIGRATION,

In the first place, like the rest of our Tara-
naki people, I posseszed (when I offered myself
for the work of an agent) only acolonial view
of if, and the very wanner in which I was
supported by the public generally, put me on
my mettle todo my very best. I was conscious,
aleo, that I really knew the wants of the
Provinee as regards the elnss of settlers suitalle
to develop its resourccs, and had the deter-

mination within me to succeed, and succeed |
With o good general |
practical knowledge of colonial life, aud n .

welly if it were possible.

strong attachment for Taranaki—hopeful, yet
anxious—I landed on English shores, to work
right heartily, and prove myself worthy of the
confidence reposed in me; and few could or
would have worlked as we have done. 2\ very
little experience, however, soon showed me
that the hopes of my friends must be dis-
appointed—not from want of fuithfulness to
duty, encrgy, or ability; Luat from those
various aspeects of the ense which could not be
seen or comprchended on the otlicr side of
the globe.
EVERYTHING WAS AGAINST ME,

the first great barrier to progress heing that
Taranaki, though spoken of by most writers,
either directly or indirectly, as the * marden
of New Zealaud,” was commercially, prac-

tically, and as o part of the Colony, nonwlhere.

All the preliminary working”up in England,
which was necessary to bring the publie mind
to regard New Zealund as the ficld for cmi-
gration, before much fruit could be gathered
Ly the numerous loeal agents seattered over
[the land, had to be gone through aguin in
order to bring forward Tuaranaki as a part of
| New Zealand worthy of public considerntion,

TARANAKI PASSED OVER AS INSIGNIRICANT,
I fecl convinced from those littls inexpreseible
gsomethings whieh 1 have observed, and which
cannot be pub into the form of words, that our
Provinee, when mentioned by leeturiug agents
and otlers, was either passed over as insig-
nificant, casually mentioned as of Jittle ue-
count, or disposed of as n place that had no
harbour, and was the rendezrous of the native
| population.

Litis was only human nature. The local
ngents, who received so much per heud, found
it pny better and very much casier to get
cuigrants for the well-known places, such as
Caunterbury, Otago, Auckland, and Wellington,
whilst speeial agents sent from the Colony ol
course worked solely for their own Provinces.

Ifroin the general ignorance of Taranaki, I
thercfore found myselt without a foundation
to work upon, heuce the ground for a remark
in my first letter to his lonor that I found
the oot difficulty in rejecting ® what appli-
cations I had, they being found a class quite
unsuitable, who did not carve where they went
to,

OTHER DIFFICULITES TO ENXCOUNTER.

The next grent difficulty was that whilst
olher agents who came to England months
hefore me arrived in time to take advantage
of the agrieultura! strikes and lock-outs, I
reached here just after the Ilabourvers had
resumed worle at high wages, the farmors
being friglitened at the emigration exodus; thus
for a time there wus no disposition for the
further breaking up of homes, on the part of
the particular cinss thal we require. Again,
the time of year was unfavourable as regards
the sea voysge; the rough weather, and
wrecks, and finally the ‘Cospatrick, being
most potent and - insurmountable obstacles,
where other difliculties could be got over.

[3r. Durton then deseribes under what
difficulties and hardships heattended meetings.
Ongc time he had to ride sixtcen mileson a
freezing winler night in an open cart, and
then to stand in the open air for an hour and
a-half addressing the people. la one village
he went 1o, he writes as follows:]

DIFICULTIES OF SELECTING

AGRICULTURALISTS.

“Many persons in the vilinge personally
invited to coume and hear, dare not 1or fear of
its being known that they were theve, and so
offencding the farmers, squires, parson, &e.
Now you will understand why so few of the
agricultural clags have been sent out, Lhe
difticulties in these cases being immeusurably
greaterinevery way, Iameatistied that it takes
more iime, money, and labour to select
and send out one hundred of those ac-
customed to farm work than a ibou-
sand of those of the ovdinary emi-
grants, In a parish where we were on
the 5th Muarch, the farmers rajsed the wages
fromn 2s, 0d. to Js. per day directly onr hand-
bills were issued, and in ninctecn cases out of

GOOD
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twenty, chapels and schoolhouses of all
denominations were closed against us, and
our ounly hope is in some Jerge room ina public
house, which farmers sometimes prevent our
oblaining, or in a temperance hall, where
there is oune (from theso we are never ex-
cluded), or in the open air, with a dirly street
below, a leaden sky above, a freezing air
around, and o wash-fub bottom upwards for
o platform. On onc oceasion a wheelwright
dared not move a cark from out of his work
shop to give tho women anad speaker shelier,
for fear of the consequences, nud this was the
land of the free.

A CLERGYMAN AND HIS WIFE OPPOSING

EMIGRATION TO TARANAKI,

The eleryman in the viflnge where we are
now slopping for a time (Laceby, near
Grimsley, Lincolnshire), n good central place
for working round, has retused to sizn any
more certiticates, and now hLis wife, when u
poor woman went to asl for soine old cast off
clothes to help her to geb enough to go with,
told her that she would not give her anylhing
il she wus going lo New Zealand; that she
should not Delieve those people who weul
about imposing on the poor people, und
getting them. to go to foreign parts where
they would be left to shift for themseclves;
thal for her part she did not believe we had
over been to New Zealand, she would nof
believe us, nor the letters that were published
cither, and many okimr things., THus they
make more diffienltds than there are, and
frighten poor people out of what fuith they
are disposed to put in our stalements.

By all this, you sec the speciul difficulties ns
regavds the very clags that we want,  Scarecly
ever out of the sound of their own church
Dbetls, they ean havdly realize the existevce of
any Inrger place than the viilage they
were born in, even in England; and very
much more difficult is it to mnke them believe
in the existence of another land as large as
Logland, Their perceptiveandcomprehensive
powers are dormant, or move o slowly that it
talkes line upon line {o renew the impression
made, and confirm the faith just beginning to
be exercised; ond when at last, with bolfe

uplifled cres, they venture io tell the farmer,
suire, or cleigyman that they huve made ap
their minds to go to New Zealand, it takes
very little from those whom all their life they
bave been accustomed to regard as the reposi-
tories of learning und trath, to induce them
to abandon the idea.
A HARVESI EXPECTLD.

Reviewing all that I have written, it will
not be difficult to undersiand thab the flrst
three months bore so little fruit: it was the
sced time as regards Tarannki, and therc
muat be time for that seed to germinale Lefore
the harvest could be reaped ; und now it is a
hand-to-hand fight whether 2 shall persunde
them to go, or ihe squirc-archy intimidate
them into stopping wheve they arve; ihe odds
cerfainly being in invonr of our opponents.

The moral of all this is, that the standard
of expectation as to what we ghall accomplish
must be lowered on the purt of our friends, or
we ghall cerininly fall in their estimation ;
for the right sort cannot be got in any great
number without more machinery at work.

DIFFICULTIES EXPERIENCED WITH THE
WOMEN.

I cannot describe the difficulty that the long
sea voyage i3 as regards the women, besides
the general horror of *storms and fire. They
hear of the sickness and death that take
place on most of the ships, s regards the
children; and they would rather stop in
poverty with their living infunts, than reach
a good land without them. In this matter
Canada, with its shorler voyage, has n great
advantage. Again, guch a number of themn
cannob geb ihe nccessary complement of
clothes for so long a' voyage; whilst what
they stand in will do for Caaada.

K0 BUSH MEN IN ENGLAND.

T think you will have to manufacture your
own Lush mea (as regards feliing, &c.,) out of
the raw material of musele and sinew, for 1
do not think the English woodman, so far as
T have come in contact with and obsesved
themn, will make better, if as geod, as those
whkom you train; not an American axe {o be
seen at work anywhere,
STATEMENTS RESPECTING

PHOVINCE,

I agree wilh what you (dr. ITulle) stale

WAGES IN TIE

| abont the agents here making ouiside state-

menls as to wages, Le., doing lLarm, and 1
have never done ib; if I had, my work would
have been casier and more successinl as to
numbeis, aud yonrs would prove harder when
you got them—my statements always being
that they may expcet bs. and as much more
as (hey show themselves worth.

A T'EW WORDS T0 TARANAKI SETTLERS,

I have abandened the idea of (at 21l events
for the prescnt) visiting earious parts of the
country, experience and observation showlng
me that to select o good district, and work
steadily upon that, will yield mnore good fruib
than Ly any ofher plan; and this remark will
explain the meaning of my letter sent by last
mail and published in the HERALD, for 1 do
nob at present sce any advantage to the
Glovernment (however I might like it) in
visiting all those places where the friends of
our old settlers live, whether it be England,
Ireland, or Scotiand.

MR. BURTON IN LINCOLNSIMRE.

I think I have found a county puvely agri-
cultural, where I have met with a good locsl
azxent, who is known for many miles round,
aud who has the confidence of the people all |
about, We understand each cther, and can |
wark well tozether, and I belicve that if fhe |
frec emigration keeps open this summer T
shall be able to send to Tirannki a goodly
number of sterling men, like come of the beet
of- cur early scttiers; and if they are not
poured in too fast the Province will ultimately
reap the benefit from a moderate number or
suel, than froin a swarm of others who could
be obtained with far less trouble to myself in
other places, and by other means, This
counly is Lincolushire; I wpever was in it
before, and have no friends hereabouts, and
we are here solely for what we believe to be
for tire good of the Province,
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I'IIST LOT OI' BURTON IMMIGRANTS FOR
TARANAKI,

You will find from the wvarious reasons
oiven that only driblets will Lave left, and
that the first namber of our selection with a
few exceptions will be those per  Cullingwood,’
to sail 7th April.  This will not be a Inrge lat,
yet though arviving in the winter will 1 Feel
sure he taken up, Lor they are nof * duifers,”
bub 1eal good sgricuiineal labourers. ‘lhey
may at firet have o little of the heaviness of
the linglish peasant, having lived in an
almosphere of subserviency, hardly daring to
call their names their own, in some cases;
but Colonial activily will soon brighten up
what iz good metal, ihough some of 1t may be
o litile rusty, and as I hope to follow this lot
by a larger party, equally good, at the end of
Aay, to arrive probably about the miiddle or
end of September, I hope an cffort will be
mado to do well by them, for much depends
in the future on the accounts they send homne
of their reception and suceess.

CHARACTER OF THE IMMIGRANTS,

Their moral character is good; their habits
temperate, There may be Geod Templars
amongst them, but I cannot say, having no
time to enquire about that; and if 1 can
satisfy myself that they are the sort {o suc-
ceed, and to sustain, if not improve, the social
fabrie, il is enough, I will write more parii-
culars about them in my next letter, but
farmers may reckon on beiug able to get about
the middle of July, trustworthy men who ean
go to plough, or do any other farin work,
shepherds, &ec., without needing to be shown
bow; and I hope if any have got those who do
not suit thom that they will be prepared to
receive and engage those that will.

SMALL CAPITALISTS,

Whenever I can do any thivg ju the way of
capitalists 1 will, you mny be sure; but it is a
distinet branch of emigration lsbour, aud
directly opposed to what I am doing now—
that is, 1hat sort of people leok upon us as the
blackest of the black, and would usscon thinlk
of coming 1o our meetingz us of committing
suicide. I Delieve that lectures upon New
Zealand, in conneetion with o punoinma both
describing and exhibiting its beauties, {ertility,
climate, resonrces, &c., disconnected with
* frec emigration” and the name of an cmi-
gration agent, would accomplish moie in that
direcltion that any other meuns which can be
used, .

I have found sowe parts of your last letter
very useful to read at meectings, and people,
good people {oo, cannot get il into their heads
that o farm ean be made out of solid forest,
cannot understand how girass seed can grow
without being harrowed in, orin fact anything
hardly doue without the plough.

W. M. Burronx,

Laceby, near Grimsby,

Lincolushire, March 9, 1873,

LETIER A MONTH LATLR.

Mz, Burton and myself are over heut aod
ears in work, gatheving, geiding, directing,
providing for, and gettivg off the comparatively
foew (ninety-two) souls, who. ave goiny by the
¢ Collingwood,”  After what you suid about
the undesirability of muny mrriving in Tara-
naki in the middle of winter, I did not think
it well {o try and iucrense the number by this
ghip, bub there would have been moro only
they had filled her up with others; but the
balance of my gelection wiil go iu the noxt
ghip, Mrve, Durton went up te Louden & duy
or two ago, to provide vanz to convey the
emigrnuty from the railway terminug to the
depot, and to arrange megses on bone:d ship, so
as to add to their comforts by having friends
and relatives together. This is done to coun-
ternet the efforts made to persunde the people
thint Government tako no cave of them, &e.

"The seed which we have been sowing un-
sparingly as regards Taranaki, since our
arrival, is now boaring fruit. Taranalki is
getling known, nod ne are getting kuown, and
we have got among us good o class of agricul-
tural people as sre {0 ho found in Evgiuud,

The dodzes and falschoods peipetrated by
the farmers to prevent them coming, you
canuot think of,

The ¢ Halcione’ lhas Leen chartered to
convey 250 statufe adults., She eails on the
26th blay ; so, tell our farmers {o be prepared
to expect a lob of men who Liave been brought
up to agriculturul work., ‘Zho:c now sent by
the *Collingwood’ wre good agricultural
people, who, I believe, will do themselves and
the Provinece good. The diflicully of oubtuin-
ing this class of labour is hard work at the
best of it. There are twenty farming men
besides their wives and children.  Fully
two-thirds of the difficulty of obiaining suit-
able emigranis rest witi the women folk,
who are unable to come {o the lectures from
having to attend to their children, This I
expected, but did not think it would be so
general,

W. M. BurTox,

Laseby, near Grimsby, JApril 5, 1875,

John White now writes a letter to the editor, further outlining the difficulties being faced.
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MR. BURTON IN LINCOLNSHIRE.

Taranaki Herald, 11 September 1875

MR. BURTON IN LINCOLNSZIRE,

A WEEK'S LECTURING TOUR.

A PAGMER INTERRUPTS HIM WHEN
SPEAKING,

A COMICAL RESULT.

W1 have received the following letter from
Mr. John H, White, the North Lincolnshire
Emigration Agent, who is acting in cocf
junction with Mr. DBurton in procuring,
emigrauts for this Province and Colony :—

6 the PFditor of the TARANAKI HERALD.

Sir,—Having scen in a recent issuc of your
contemporary, the Pudget, some strictures
and criticisms on your emigration ngent and
his work while in Eogland, and knrowing how
obviously uninformed on the subject tho
writer must have been, having myself been
witness to the diligent,  discriminating, and
uoremitting toil with which Mr. Burton has
spread information, selected guitable emigrants,
and the remarkable success which has meb
his meriting labours, I feel I cannot do less

than send n short note of information, whiche

I have no doubt you will publish to satisfy
enquiring minds.
APPOINTED EMIGRATION AGENT, N

Some twelve months ago I was honored by
appointment of Dr. Featherston with com-
mission for emigration work, snd had the
pleasure of holding meetings and co-operating
with Mr, Duncan, from the Canterbury
Provinee, in his tour through North Liucolu-
shire. Succeeding after continued and
paticnt efforts in raising a company of farm
labouvers and their families, I accompanicd
a party of nearly 150 souls in September of
! st year to London, They came out by the
| ship ¢ Geraldipe Pagety and one of their
{ number, well known to me, Lept a diary 'of
{ his voyage out, which has Dbeen publighed
here, and when it is stated that two thousand
have been sold within o radius of some 30
miles, it will be understood that a conse-
quently favourable impression as regards
emigration to New Zealand has been made.

It so happened that the Agent-General
mentioned North Lincolnshire in connection
with my name to
e MR, BURTON

who first ascertaining that the men here were
of the right stamp, and that there was proba-
bility of ultimate success in the loeality, went
to work in good earnest until his name_and
Mrs. Burton's are houschold words through

to have Deen looked for in New Plymouth.
T'o have secured this, Mr, Burton must have
gone to larger towns and sent out emigrants
less desirableMoth in qualification and char-
acter, 50 to some extent sacrificing the fulure
of the province, and throwing oway the ex-
penditure for specinl agency. Indeed, from
perusnl of newspapers to hand@I apprehend
that the duties, difficulties, and dangers at-
tending emigration agency here, arc by no
mesng understood with you, else some writers
too ready to pronounce and condemn would
have suspended judgment instead of foolishly
rushing into print. At least, I think so/an
the ship 18ads of carefully selected men, #hich
will by the time this reaches you, have ar-
rived, s well ns the following statements of
my letter will go to prove. First, in

the whole district. Immediate result seems™

EPREADING INFORMATION,

advertisements are practically useless so far as
the farm labourer is concerned, for as a rule
he does not read. The same class rarely
assemble, ns they have no political voice or
gocial standing, and there are few rooms avail-
able for any meeting on their account. Then
their knowledge is so limited that they can
hardly be persunded of the truth coancerning
the Colony, and their means so small that it
is almost an impossibility to raise clothing
for the voyage, let alone ship kits and railway
Tares to the ship. (Mr. Duncan paid allrail-
way expenses for last year's party to Caoter-
bury, some £70 besides finding clothing for
some at the expense of the Province he repre-
sented.) Again iu the months of our winter,
November to Mareh, it is impossible to get
them to move; so that coping with these
difficulties and others I will point out itspeaks
volumes for Mr, Burton'senergy and discretion
that 500 sonls Lave lgft Lincolnshire for Tara-
naki in Apwril, May, and June. Another
difficulty and great one lies in the stern oppo-
sition o emigration shown by the bulk of our
influential dwellers in the rural districts. So
far is this carried that misrepresentation is
common and opposition all but universal. An
incident occurring not two days ago in con-
nection with

will best illustrate some of the difliculties
under which Emigration Agents labour, and
perhaps as well prove intercsting to renders of
your paper. Leaving Laceby (the centre of
our operations), & four miles dusty drive,
brought Mr. Burton and myself to Grimby,
where, taking train, we booked to Burton-on-
Humber. Reaching this place by twenty
miles rail-travel, we walked after tea somo
four miles to a secluded village further inland,
also on the river bank, called South Ferriby.
Here lay our night's work—

A PUBLIC MEETING
duly advertised by the Labour League, to which
many of the men of the distriet belong. The
place of meeting was to be of necessity oufof
doors. No sbhool-room was obtained, and our
advent was”evidently an audacious thing.
Aunounced to.be talen at half-past seven, the
chair, dind, being the only available seat, well
called #ho.chair, was vacant till eight, no
resident dafisg to occupy it. By this time
the tavdy gathering cqunted some one hundred
and fifty squatted on the green bank of o
retived highway leading from, the village, The
arrival of o brave spirit, locally well-known,
wag the signal for his immediate votal {o the
chair by the more timid villagers. Giving a
brief speech, he called upon myself to address
the motley and moving group. This I did,
referring to the numbers gone to New Zea-
Iand—the news arriving of good reception
aud prospectson arrival-—contrasting this with
the helpless and hopeless condition of those
before me, and giving reasous why they should
copy the example so bravely set by those who
bad alroady gone. Mr. Burton followed mie,
outlining
THE GOVERNMENT SCHEME OF FREE
PASSAGES,
detailing its conditions, meeting Eunglish ob-
jections, #nd explaining the reasons of the
difference’of remuncration here and with you
to the fafm labouver, was suddenly interrupted
in an unexpected fashion, as 1 will now relate,
To my own cye, as witnessed,
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THE BCENE WAS MOST LUDICROUS,

and even mow, in recalling, I am “terribly
amused with the event, The chairman and
speaker were on one gide of the narrow road.-
way, with some dozen or two aside sud behind
them, The way itself was clear. The slope
oppositc was dotted some 20 or 30 yards
along, and five or six yards deep, with the
then tolerably nttentive listeners. From the
village up the hill I saw coming, with some-
what martial bearing and very measured tread,
ns if the comer meant something, n man I
judged to be a farmer. Sialking on, I could
not but take stoclk of him, His arms wein
behind hiwm, buggiug, as it were, neross his
back a thistle spud, sweepiog ncarly the whole
width of the roudway, ard as his hands came
to the front ou his consequentinlly thrown out
chest, he cut quite an imposing figure. The
eyes of the nudience glanced uneasily towards
hir, as if they wondered what his coming
boded. The suspeunso was short, for on reach-
ing Mr, Burton’s standing place, he drew his
straightened figure higher yet if possible, and
turning round,, rudely faced the speaker,
Dlurtivg out in a threatening aftitude:

“I authoriso you to movo off this ground
at vnce.” S

Somewhat startled by the interruptiony Mr,
Burton said, after a second’s panse :

“ Allow me to ask you & question, siyl”

XReplied the man, in a sullen tone: Y9I won't
argue. I authorise you to move off this
ground at once.”

“As n gentleman,” snid My, Burfon, “allow
meo to ask you a single question.”

“A gentlemnn,” stammered the farmer,
“TIl treat you as o gentleman. I'll lift my
liat off to you.”

And with the quickest courtesy said My,
Burton: “And I will to you, sir.”

Most comic was the picture now, and as the
men aud women crowded round the chief
actors, one wondered where the present farce
would end. Of course, antagonists as the two
were, hats off only meant a short cessation of
hostilities, and Mr. Burton, addressing the
crowd, was stayed again by the parrot-like
utterance of his interrupter: #I authorise you
to move off this ground at once.” while he
uplifted, as if to strike therewith, the imple-
ment lie carried with him.

Very firmly but courteously did Mr. Burton
refuse to yield without credentinls of authority
being given, and was proceeding with his
address, when the man said: “If you say
\ another word—another werd—Ill lay hands
on you." o«

“If you do that,” said Mr, Burton, *the
la‘capotmibilit_w rests with you,” And again he
yent on speaking,

Now came the tugof war. The interrupter
%ecume an assailant. He seized Mr, Burton
y thefollar of the cont. The crowd, in sym-
pathy with the lecturer, closed angrily in, and
but that their leaders counselled peace, would
have put the farmer’s bones in danger. M,
.Burton was now in illegal custody, and judging
it the wisest plan to “stoop to conquer,”
nllowed himself to be dragged down the hill,
through the village street, till the crowd being
doubled, the whole population was following,
giving now and again a wild shout of derision
to see what should come of the matter. It
trauspired that the farmer had been imbibing
strong potations at the village inn, or he had
never made such a fool of himself, and seeing

& brewer's carter near as if to add to the inci-
dents of the scene, he said-—* Bring us a barrel
of beer in the morning.,” Touching his cap,
“‘ aye, sir,” said the brewer's man. “You must
take me to the lock-up,” said Mr. Burton, to
his custédian, as they made their regal pro-
gress, but he was suddenly set free, while the
farmer plunged into the familiar recesses of
the village public.

Ready for the emergency, Mr. Burion
seized the opportunity to address the increased
audience on all the salient points of emigra-
tion, and was followed by the clergyman of
the parish, who zaid he could confirm all the
stntements of the lecturer,  His only son was
in New Zealand, and he(§vs)personally soiry
for the interruption of the meeting, a3 he him.
gelf loved freedom of speech. Before dis-
persing I said e labourers, “We were only
exercising an ubted right of Englishmen
—y¥iz., public meeting on the highway so long
as neither riot nor obstruction is caused, and
this action to prevent your being made ac-
quainted with the truth and enjoying o
‘common’ privilege iz a stronger argument
thau we can adduce for your whole-
sale emigration to freer lands.”

Thauks to us and hearty hand elapping
closed the meeting, though groups of the
villagers remained standing some fime after,
reviewing the events of the night,

.The foregoing will show

THE DIFFICULTY OF GETTING LABOURERS
TOGETHER,

the animus felt towards our work by em-
ployers, as though alcohol was immediately
to blame. It was but the doing what many
sober men in his position wish could ba,done,
even the clergyman's action was s marked
exception to the conduct of many of his
class—the one in my own village even being
8o prejudiced with numbers like him that he
will not even sign an! emigrant's certificate of
character; so that this incident in its features
but fairly represents the present conditions of
emigration sgency.

Reverting to my original purpose in writing,
Let me say that

MB, BURTON'S LABOURS HAVE BEEXN

INCESSANT.

Long walks and protracted meetings, re-
peated interviews, and tedious and multiplied
letter writing, besides a number of nameless
yet necessary duties, have filled up his time

.Bs none in the Colony can understand; nor
will the worth of his work be known till the
physical, social, and moral value of the
emigrants he has selected is shown in a
prosperous community, an increased revenue
and the national consolidatigty which will, I
feel sure, ensue, and be owing to the
conscience which your agent has put into his
work. As to a sneer I saw about “gleep and
temperance lectures,” Mr, Burton, I know,
can afford fo preserve a dignified silence.
But I could not help an old English proverb
coming to mind when I read it, about
“measuring another man's corn with one's
own bushel.”

Hoping some of my own late neighbours
and friends are amongst you ere this asrives,
and that you will treat them well, as being
good men they deserve to be treated,—I am,
&e., JoaN H. WHITE,

The North Lincolnshire N,Z, Emigration
Apgent,
Laceby, near Grimsby, 8th July, 1875,
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Open air meeting

image taken from

"The Farthest Promised
Land" by Rollo Amold

The following is the contents of the hand bill referred to in John White’s letter:
(source: Taranaki Herald 13" October 1875)

Seven hundred gone from Lincolnshire. One or more large parties
going immediately after harvest. Apply at once either to W. M. Burton,
Esq., or Mr. John H. White, Laceby, near Grimsby, Lincolnshire.

Mr. & Mrs. Burton have been 22 years in New Zealand, and can give
all information. Free passages through autumn. Emigrants arrived,
write good news. Climate best in the world. Wages for farm labourers,
6 to 8 shillings a day of 8 hours, and cheap land easily got, mechanics
wages higher still. Women who have gone, write that the voyage is
nothing, and this is a capital time of year for going and probably the
last opportunity of getting free passages for years to come. Early
application is necessary as it takes some time to complete
arrangements.

Intending Emigrants from any part of Great Britain can join these
parties by writing as above, and applications are received for any part
of New Zealand. Domestic servants command high wages (from £20 to
£40 a year), and soon get homes of their own. Single young men
would do well to marry before going. Ploughmen, shepherds, farm
labourers, blacksmiths, carpenters, tailors, shoemakers Sec, will all
do well. Five per cent, given for money in the Government Post Office
Savings' Bank.

Tell everybody. On arrival every emigrant is perfectly free.

Farm labourers' meeting in a village square

image from "The Farthest Promised Land"
by
Rollo Amold
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Results began to follow the hard work by Messrs. Burton and White:

Taranaki Herald,18 September 1875

Taranaki Herald, 28 August 1875

IMMIGRANTS PER “HALCIONE.

FMPLE following, baving been SPECIALLY

solected by Mr, Burton for Taranaki,
from Linocolnshire and othercountry districts,
willbo OPENTor ENGAGEMENT immediateiy
on arrival :— T .

Farm Labourers, G4 ; General Labouorers,
14 ; Carpeoters, 4; Blackemiths, 4 ; Saddler,
1 ; Shoemakor, 1 ; General Domestics, 20.,

Apply to tho Dopdt Master, Marsland 1L}l

Ped s WU KU HULKRE, 7T -

Irmomigrntion Officer.
Now Plymomb, Avgnst 12, 1875, 754 to

IMMIGRANTS PER * CHILI)
HE following, having been SPECIALLY
seleoted by Mr, Barton for Taranaki,
from Lincolnshire and other Country Districts,
willbo OPEN for ENGAGEMENT immedintely
on arrival :—

Farm Laboorers, 31; General Labourers,
16; Carpenter, 1 ; Joiner, 1; Wheelwright,
1; Boiler Maker. 1 ; Single Women, 6,

Apply té the Depdt Master, Marsland Hill,

W. K. BULKE,
Immigration Officer,
New Plymooth, Sept. 7, 1875. 8320,

ENGLAND OR NLEW ZEALAND FOl

WORKING hIEN?
e
HERE, 1|
|

THERE.

28, %, from light to: 6s. to 8s. for eight

dark ! ! hours work !

Freeaction aud specch : Freenction and speéch
brings notice to | ¢Dbrings respeet and
quit !! ' power ! ! '
A life of hard work,
aud the parish
at last !}

A few yewrs hard
work, and a home-
stead for life!!

Which for you?

If New Zealand, write to Messrs.
Burton and  White, .Emigration
Otlicers, Laceby, near Grimsby.
Free passages still given,

Copy of a handbill

(reported in Taranaki Herald
19th Feb 1876)

Below: Letters from satisfied emigrants, quoted by John White in a letter to
Taranaki Herald published 16" December 1876

) I have every rerson to be thank-
ful'l éver left Home, as I suppose you still
call it. When we baye & day’s work from a
gettler, it is 68, and our tucker; but our work
is chiefly tontract, at which we have some-
titnes made 8. and 10s.—and even 138, a day.

I have a fellow  workman Iately out from
~—e—w, Ténr’ Caistor, Lincolnshire, and we
have just bought a quarter of a. fat beast, as
fine beef as ever wad éaten, at '3d. a T, and
we buy our mutton, & good hind quarter, at
4d. per 157

_Another (matried man) writes:—“I
am happy to tell you that we are really better
off here thau we ever could have beeu in Eog-
land, for T can gssure you that we want for
nothing of this world's goods; I only wish
that you and I had come ten years ago. I
should I'ke more of my relations with me
1cre, for [ am sure they would not be so poor
18 in England, . We shall have a nice bit of,
money ly the time we are here a twelve-
month,”
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The following extracts have been taken from “The Farthest Promised Land” by Prof.
Rollo Arnold:

“The main parties to leave the county for New Zealand during the Revolt came from
north Lincolnshire, following the visits to this area by Duncan and Carter in April and
May 1874. At one of their meetings a young grocer and draper, John H. White, was
unexpectedly called upon to take the chair. White lived in the village of Laceby, on
the edge of the wolds, four miles inland from Grimsby. As a result of this experience
White became deeply interested in New Zealand immigration, and, on Duncan's
recommendation he had, by May 1874, been appointed a sub-agent working closely
with the Labour League. Throughout the summer he campaigned to make New
Zealand known in his area, and although at first only a few recruits came forward, he
persisted, to become one of Featherston's most valuable local agents. The lock-out
ended in the Labour League's districts on 23 May [1974], as a result of an agreement
between the farmers and the League, brought about by the conciliation efforts of
influential friends of the labourers. This helps to account for the slow start to New
Zealand emigration in north Lincoln-shire.....”

“The Lincolnshire Labour League's first large party, of about 200, left Grimshy
railway station on 15 September to join the Geraldine Paget, sailing for Canterbury.
They had been recruited by John White, selected by Andrew Duncan, and were led by
Henry Tomlinson, who had been foundation secretary of the League's Laceby
branch....”

“Three months earlier, on 16 May 1874, the Taranaki Superintendent, Frederick
Carrington, had arranged for the gifted Harry Atkinson (1831-92) to assume the
leadership of the provincial government. ......

Exactly six weeks after accepting office, Atkinson farewelled William Mumford
Burton (1830-93), an experienced Taranaki settler appointed to proceed to England as
Taranaki's own emigration agent. ...”

“Upon his arrival in England towards the end of 1874, Burton visited several districts,
but was unsuccessful and returned to London much discouraged. Vogel, who was in
London at the time, suggested to Featherston that Burton should be invited to visit the
Grimsby district of Lincolnshire, where a lecturer was wanted to help the Laceby
local agent, John H. White, who was continuing the good work he had begun in
association with Carter and Andrew Duncan. Carter accompanied Burton to
Lincolnshire, and introduced him to White. Burton began his Lincolnshire campaign
with a public meeting in Laceby on 14 January 1875, and was soon having
increasingly encouraging results. A firm friendship seems to have been quickly
established between the Burtons and White, and together they made a good working
team. Their first party, of ninety-two emigrants, sailed by the Collingwood on 13
April, and larger parties sailed by the Halcione on 27 May, the Chile on 11 June and
the Hurunui on 23 November. On 1 June 1874 Burton was transferred from the
service of the Taranaki Province to that of the General Government, and Mrs Burton
was also placed on the payroll as Assistant Emigrant Agent...”
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“.... the Burtons, concentrating on north Lincolnshire, in joint agency with John H.
White, obtained 247 statute adults during 1876. This agency cost the New Zealand
government £733.14s. 10d. for the Burtons and £130 in commissions to White....”

..... For the next few years the immigration work of the Agent-General and his staff
was plagued by the shifting policies and contradictory instructions of cabinets unsure
in their reading of the signs of the times. News reports and private letters must also
have been carrying contradictory messages to potential recruits in rural England....”

“These vacillations in New Zealand government policy and public opinion began to
appear during 1875. Featherston was initially given an order for 25,000 immigrants
for the 1875-76 year, by Vogel. The New Zealand cabinet, probably influenced by the
appearance of unemployment in some districts during the winter of 1875, reduced the
order to 13,00, though considerably more were sent because VVogel read this to mean
13,000 ............ ”

“To bring his agency's expenditure within the reduced budget, Vogel had to dispense
with the Burtons, who returned to Taranaki later in 1877...... ”

“New Zealand also was moving erratically towards depression during 1879. The
cabinet finally accepted the reality of the situation in August and on the 15th
telegraphed Vogel putting an end to free emigration for men. They were now to pay
five pounds in advance, but women were still to come out free, on account of the
imbalance of the sexes in the colony......... ”

The Duckers left Grimsby as “assisted imigrants” in 1880.
They had left it pretty late.

By this time the government had stopped the free passage scheme (presumably
excepting those who had already been accepted) and active steps were now being
taken to stem the tide of immigration.

The following is a selection from Taranaki Herald of reports referring to
Burton and White over the years 1875 and 1876.

27-Jan 1875 23-Jun 1875 19-Feb 1876
31-Mar 1875 17-Jul 1875 8-Mar 1876
3-Apr 1875 21-Jul 1875 11-Mar 1876
10-Apr 1875 31-Jul 1875 5-Apr 1876
14-Apr 1875 25-Aug 1875 22-Jul 1876
19-May 1875 8-Sep 1875 26-Jul 1876
26-May 1875 11-Sep 1875 4-Aug 1876
2-Jun 1875 2-Oct 1875 16-Dec 1876
5-Jun 1875 13-Oct 1875 4 Jan 1878
16-Jun 1875 15-Dec 1875

“Log Book of Mr. John King of Grimsby, Kept When Going to New Zealand”

with notes also from John White and William Burton, was printed in Laceby and sold
at the price of 2d. It was a sell out, and no doubt provided reassurance to those who
feared the sea voyage. This diary can be read online at:
http://www.nla.gov.au/apps/doview/nla.aus-vn4691960-p.pdf
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Appendix 7 The location of George Ducker’s Homestead.

Haxey is one of the few places left in England where evidence of the old Medieval
system of “strip” faming still exists. An aerial photograph or Google Earth view of the
rural land shows remnants of the ancient “furlongs.” (see Google Earth view below.)
Ownership and/or occupation of these strips of land appears to have been constantly
changing, but we do have a snapshot of the situation of George Ducker in 1846.

An earlier family history researcher, Bradley Walter, has compiled a list of Duckers,
showing ownership and/or occupation of strips of land in Haxey, showing the
traditional names of the areas where these strips are located.

The source of this list is a document referred to as “Act of Tithe Redemption 1847”.

Those strips relating to George Ducker are shown here:

OWNER OF LAND OCCUPIER STRIP NAME OF LAND ACREAGE
Harris George (CL) Ducker George 2322 H. Field Gravel Hole 1-2-10
Harris George (CL) Ducker George 2323 H. Field Gravel Hole ---
Harris George (CL) Ducker George 2324 H. Field Gravel Hole ---
Brock Mary Ducker George 1821 Land in East Moor 0-2-23
Brock Mary Ducker George 2410 Spring Urn Hill (G) 0-3-36
Gibson William Ducker George 2148 Burnt Mill furlong 9-0-39
Gibson William Ducker George 2237 Near Shaw Field 0-1-10
Gibson William Ducker George 2240 Near Shaw Field 0-1-08
Gibson William Ducker George 2249 Near Shaw Field 0-2-23
Gibson William Ducker George 2257 Near Shaw Field 0-3-11
Gibson William Ducker George 2276 Near Shaw Field 0-1-16
Gibson William Ducker George 2279 Near Shaw Field 0-2-38
Gibson William Ducker George 3040 Shepherds Hill 0-2-31
Gibson William Ducker George 3057 Shepherds Hill 0-2-23
George Ducker Himself 1770 East Moor furlong 0-1-37
George Ducker Himself 1782 East Moor furlong 3-1-02
George Ducker Himself 1783 East Moor furlong -
George Ducker Himself 1784 East Moor furlong -
George Ducker Himself 1785 East Moor furlong -
George Ducker Himself 1786 East Moor furlong ---
George Ducker Himself 1790 East Moor furlong 0-2-03
George Ducker Himself 1811 East Moor furlong 1-2-20
George Ducker Himself 1812 East Moor furlong -
George Ducker Himself 1813 East Moor furlong ---
George Ducker Himself 1817 Homestead & Croft 2-2-04
George Ducker Himself 1818 Homestead & Croft --
West Sarah Ducker George 969 N. Side of Haxey 0-1-22
West Sarah Ducker George 1895 Burnt Mill furlong 0-1-31
West Sarah Ducker George 1904 Burnt Mill furlong 0-0-29

An extract from the Index of Furlong and Field Names, and an accompanying map
enable us to locate these strips

Haxey Field Gravel Hole 40 Shepherds Hill 33
East Moor 45 Near Shaw Field 35
Burnt Mill Furlong 70 Urn Hill 10
North Side of Haxey 68 Homestead and Croft ?
Burnt Mill Furlong 72

This index, and the following map were taken from “More About Historic Haxey Parish”
(one of a series of booklets published by Haxey and Westwoodside Heritage Society)
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Evidently in 1847 George Ducker owned strips totalling 8-1-26 acres®’,
comprising strips within field 45, called “East Moor”, in addition to his own croft and
homestead (the area today is called Eastmoor.)

He was also occupying (renting) strips with a total area of 17-1-30 acres (7.06
hectares) in other fields around Haxey, including field 40, adjacent to East Moor,
called “Haxey Field Gravel Hole.”

East Moor (45) and Haxey Field Gravel Hole (40) are marked in solid colour on the
fields map on the previous page.
George Ducker and his family had their homestead and croft in this locality.

Other land rented by George Ducker is also indicated on the map.
Typically, his strips were scattered within various fields around Haxey, according to
what he was able to rent, buy or sell from time to time.

The census records of 1841, 1851 and 1861 do not give us a precise address for the
family, simply referring to the household as being “within the Field” (1841) and
“Field” (1861.) However analysis of the routes taken by the census recorder, confirm
that George’s homestead and croft is within or near to the eastern end of East Moor,
adjacent to the area referred to as the hamlet of East Lound (today Eastlound.)

For an example of the reasoning, consider the route taken by the census clerk in 1861.
The clerk commenced in East Lound, which he recorded as the address of the first 28
households. He was walking in a westerly direction towards the village of Haxey.

When he got to households 29 and 30, the addresses are now recorded as “Field.”
(Number 30 is the Duckers.)

Households 31 — 55 are referred to as “Haxey East End Main Street”.
Note Brackenhill Rd. on the Google map. The old name for this road was “Main St.

Household number 55 is “Brock’s Mill House” and 56-57 are called “Brickyard
House.” The recorder then walked north, and households 58-97 are referred to as
“Low Burnham”.

(Household 63, in the centre of the hamlet of Low Burnham, is the Plough Inn,
owned at that time by Thomas and Mary Ducker.)

After completing Low Burnham the recorder returned and travelled south east to the
farm house of “High Burnham” (98) then (probably) further south to the last three
households (99-101) whose addresses he recorded as “Haxey Field”, which is
probably back within the vicinity of George Ducker in “The Field.”

Note on this Google map, “Fields Road” which defines the northern boundary of
Eastlound. This further indicates the approximate location “Field”, the address given
to the Duckers’ homestead by the 1861 census clerk.

In the 1841 census George Ducker is simply recorded as being a farmer.
In 1851 he is referred to as a “farmer, 10 acres”
In 1861 he has become “farmer of 46 acres”.

67 8 acres 1 rood 26 perches = 3.4 hectares
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Map showing the approximate location of George Ducker’s homestead and croft.

By considering the route taken by the 1861 census clerk, we know that it is located
near the western border of Eastlound, east of Eastmoor, near to Fields Rd and south of
a mill house.

The map also shows other places of interest, such as Westwoodside where James
Ducker moved in the 1870’s, and in the south, Bridge farm and the 40-acre

“Duckers Field” which we can associate with Emanuel (James’ elder brother).

North of George Ducker’s home, note Low Burnham (the location of the Plough Inn)
and further north, Epworth, the birthplace of the Wesley brothers.
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Appendix 8 Emanuel Ducker

Emanuel Ducker was the eldest son of George and Mary Ducker, and the elder
brother of our ancestor James Ducker. He was born in Haxey before 14" July 1836.
In 1851: farm labourer on a 260 acre farm in Burnham owned by John Brownley
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He is now married, to Mary (Spencer) with two sons (George and James), a
servant and a housemaid. Also in the household is Samuel Spencer (agricultural labourer.)

Friday 15 October 1869, Stamford Mercury, Lincolnshire, England

Lincolnshire.
To be SOLD by PRIVATE CONTRACT,
Farm of rich Warp LAND, called ““The| Thinholm
‘ Grange,” situate at THisHoLME, in the parish of | Grange
in the county of Lincoln, containing 45 Acres| {gg9
(more or less).—The Land is Tithe-free.
The Buildings are nearly new and very convenient, and

the Farm is in a high stats of cultivation. Emanuel is
Mr. Ducker| the tenant, will show the Property. recorded
For price and other particulars apply to Mr. Thomas| hereasthe
Johnson, of Haxey] the owner; or at my Oftices in Ep-| tenant of this

worth, or ona Saturday at the Rein Deer Hotel, Doncaster. | 45 farm.

THOs. TAYLOR, Solicitor.
Epworth, 5th October, 186Y.
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C-:h‘ildrenv:véedrge (13), James (11); William (9“), Mary (4), Arthur (2)
and Louise (10months) The household also has 3 servants.
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Friday 24 June 1870, Lincolnshire Chronicle, Lincolnshire, England

Emmaruel) and SPENCER (Richard),
furme:rs, v. EMERSON.—An action to recover
po:session of land and claim £15. My Wilkinson for | £rmanuel and his brother
plaiutiffs, and Mr. Bessely for defendant. The | . law tak fion t

laintiffs tvok a field at Stockwith, of John Clpytom In law take an action to
n November, 1869, and in December following, un | recover some land, and
agreement was Grawn up by Clayton, underdetiing | claim £15.
| the sume to the defendants, who took possession, paid
£7 10s, and :gm—d to pay the rent when it br came due.
A few days after the agreement had been drawn up
and signed, Clayton, .the first tenant, became gz
buzkongs | Tie gociion, wan b e plsiatir

AR . ey ho -, .
ffater theelgmhtb tenlt)mt ((;laytgnl);:ml? bem}:me : bani:: '};'0 The claim was successful.
the owner, Mr. Daniels, o ckingham, havin .
the field in question n the apring of 170, th v
field, which was locked. and gtoc"(ed it :‘ng?[:e of th
April, thereby preventing the plaintiffy b e 7th o
use of it and causing them to have to pay E{’ 28":2
for ngistment of stock they had intend

Judgment for the plainti : ed to turn in
Yonome (Moo er 0% With £15 for damages.

The 1876 Kelly’s Directory for Lincolnshire directory lists Emanuel and gives his
address as Bridge House. (His father George Ducker is also listed in this Directory.)
Ducker Emanuel, favmer & potato mer- 1876 Bridge House.
chant, Bridge house ; farmer and potato merchant
Ducker George, farmer

Below: Map of Haxey marked by Beryl Ward.

This map shows the places where Emanuel lived: Thinholm Lane, Langholm Farm,
and (lower right): Bridge Farm at Graiselound.

Also marked is the 40 acres today known as “Ducker’s Field”.

Also Commonside, where James Ducker and family lived in the 1870s is marked in
the southeast part of Westwoodside, near the top left hand corner.

(And the approximate location of the homestead and croft of George Ducker, where our
James Ducker grew up, is marked by me, by the red square at the top right hand corner.)
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Friday 15 December 1871, Lincolnshire Chronicle, Lincolnshire, England

: public vestry l‘l.le(*t.mg was l"_'“
in this parish on Thursday, the 7tb inat., % Weven
o'clock in the evening, to consider Jomae monuns Lo
compel the occupiers of the turf car to <ign n mutual
agreement between ench of them on the one part, and
a person chosen by the parish on the "lll'.r part, in
order to enforce awl’mm}!lmtlt 1":&"“':-‘}"; 'I""' "iﬂh

RS crea n ng' “ ¢t op LI ol 1
;2;?9(;:.',13:&.:(‘3&. Emanuel [DUCEEY in the chnic.  Mr
Robinson, the vestry clerk, having read the minutes of
the previous meeting, proceeded to show thut the car
consisted (amongst other allotments) of 100 aeres of
moor land that had been left on the enclosurs of the
Isle Commissioners for the wse of the resident house-
holders of the parish of for the time being, to
dig turf for fuel, each householdar being wllowad thireo
loads per year and no more. But that kind of fuel
not being of such common use now as formerly, the
graving of turves had fallen iuto disuse, and divers

sons had located themselves on the car and cultivated
the land, for which rent is demanded swd required to
be punctually paid, and this meeting was called
to effect this object. The money when colleotod is to
be spent in coals, to be equally distributed amongst
the householders. After several sugeestions had been
made (none of which were ncoepted) to the tenants,
some of whom refused to sign anything that could be
proposed, it was decided that the whole sum should be
given to the Poor Law authorities, and nsed in reduc-
tion of the poor rate, This decision was received with
acclamation by A majority or the meeting, though «
few of the most moderately disposed protested against
the decision as too precipitate, and wished for a post-
ponement for a short time to give the tenants time fo

er_consideration.

Emanuel chairs a vestry
meeting to consider how to
enforce payment by
occupiers of Haxey Carr.

(This was an area which in
earlier times had been set
aside for the common use
of householders in Haxey
Parish, for the graving of
turf.)

In 1875 Emanuel Ducker lost a court case over a consignment of potatoes which had
frozen in transit.

Thursday 08 April 1875, Sheffield Independent, South Yorkshire, England

Cramm ror INBQUALITY OF PoraToRS.—Emmanuel them of Turner on the representation that they
Ducker] of Langkolme, ) Turner, ewitt, the landlord of

. George should be * first class.”
of North Wheatley. Claim £30 for inequality of -
toce. Mr. (Shirley and Atkim}f of the public-house, and his son, John William Hewi

itt,

both of whom heard the bargain, said Tarner de-

, for the plaintiff; Mr. B (Mar-  clared the potatoes should be * first class, as good

shall, Sons, and Bescoby), of Retford, for the g, good conld be.”—Joseph Bamford, a Eochdale
defendant, [Dncken t the at & potato merchant, that when the potatoes
publichouse at Wheatley. There were about 100  4prived at Rochdale from Lea Station, they were
loads, and he gave 8s. 6d. load ‘t:or them On  «gg bad as ever they could be.” There was not
Turner assuring him that they were “first-class.” }.01p 4 ton of good potatoes in the whole lot. They
They were delivered at Lea Station acoording t0  yargrotten. He communicated with[Ducker] telling
greement, and consigned by to James i pe ghould mot have them.—A number of wit-

a
Bamford, Bochdale]; bot when arrived at
. T ¢

b 23] them. They were
eent forward to Mr. Gees, of Manchester, and
disposed of by him, but the actual loes in the re-
eale reckoning £10. Bs. 4d., commisgion and other
expenses, amounted to £27. 2a 44. had
neither peen the bulk mor a sample, but bought

Desses were called to show the potatoes were frozen
when they left Lea; and, on the other kand, testi-
mony was adduced to prove the whole of the frozen
tatoes bad been carefully picked out.—His
onoar said he waa eati the potatoes were in
a bad state when they arrived at Eochdale, but not
when they left Lea; he would therefore give a
verdict for the defendant.

This seems to have been the start of a down hill slide in the fortunes of
Emanuel Ducker, after his outstanding rise from farm labourer to farmer of 75 acres,
employer and merchant. Within three years he was to face bankruptcy.
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Friday 06 September 1878, Hull Packet , East Riding of Yorkshire, England

OWB'I‘GN'. An ne.

cident of a rather sorivus nature oceurred ou Monday| One day
gﬂ%ﬂ 'i‘hﬁ“t nine 0;9100:‘- i& 'MW!i‘ 1;:'03'1 Haxe, 35| Emanuel overloaded

. Due urniog home with an *“ owv ; ; ;
of friendl, whem o resching the Market-place, two| 1o, 2 Wit frends
others endeavoured to get in at the same time, the| | .
result being & break down, and those already in wers| 0reak down” with
thrown with great violence to the ground, one gentle.| WO others, one
man  sustaining severs ::ﬁudu to his Dr,| person severely
Tickler was immedintely called in, and took clinrge of| injured as a result.
the patient, who, we understand, has been forw .rdad
to his howe,

By the end of December a meeting of Emanuel’s creditors was held.

THE LONDON GAZETTE, DECEMBER 13, 1878.

The Bankruptcy Act, 18609.

In the County Court of Lincolnshire, holden at Lincoln.

In the Matter of Proceedings for Liquidation by Arrangement or Composition with
Creditors, instituted byEmanuel Ducker, of Haxey, in the county of Lincoln, Farmer
and Potato Merchant.

NOTICE is hereby given, that a First General Meeting of the creditors of the above-
named personhas been summoned to be held at the offices of Mr. W. S.Bladon, in the
Market-place, Gainsborough, on the 27" day of December, 1878, at eleven o'clock in
the forenoon precisely.—Dated this 9th day of December, 1878.

WILLM. S. BLADON, Gainsborough, Solicitor for the said Emanuel Ducker

Petition filed.
Liquidator appointed.

Friday 27 December
1878, Hull Packet, East Riding of Yorkshire, England

Liabilities estimated
at £1,000.

Trustees appointed.
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The 1881 census records Emanuel, his wife Mary and four children:

William (19), Arthur Eml. (13), Herbert (9) and Edwin (4).

Emanuel is still recorded as a farmer and merchant, but no acreage is stated.
There are on this day no servants living with the family, which is recorded as still

living at Graiselound in 1881.
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In 1891 Emanuel Ducker is recorded living in a “private house” in Main Road, Haxey.

His occupation is now agricultural labourer and
7 N

hi's wife Mary is a poultry dealer.
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By 1901, Emanuel seems to have begun a recovery.
He is recorded in the 1901 census as a farmer and an employer.
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Mary Ducker! fowl dealer, trading be '
Doncaster, Gainsborough, and wastg:fn:j
moned at Gainsborough, on Tuesday, for cruelty
to fowls by crowding 24 in a crate, 2ft. 1lin.
by 1ft 9in., and 11 inches deep, and in a hamper
2ft. by 1ft. 4in., and 1lit. deep.—The police
cvidenre was that the fowls, packed one on the
other, were gaping and exhausted.—Mrs
sald the police had made the case worse than it
was, She had packed fowls for years, and ought
to know.—Fined 5s and 4s 6d costs.

1907

Although not
recorded as a
poultry dealer in
the 1901 census,
evidently Mary
was continuing
what had been a
long term
occupation

In the census of 1911 Emanuel is once again recorded as “farm labourer.”
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In
Loving Memory of

MARY,
BELOVED WIFE OF

EMMANUEL
DUCKER
OF GRAIZLOUND,
WHO DIED MAY 61913
AGED 79 YEARS.

UNTIL THE DAY BREAK.

ALSO OF THE ABOVE
EMMANUEL

DUCKER,
WHO DIED JANY 18" 1921,
AGED 84 YEARS

UNTIL THE SHADOWS FLEE AWAY
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Appendix 9 The Church History of the Duckers

After seven generations of recording all family births deaths and marriages at the
conformist (Anglican) St Nicholas Parish Church of Haxey, we see George Ducker’s
family break this tradition for the first time, some time between the birth of our James
Ducker in 1841, and the birth of his younger sister Susannah in 1845.

In 1845 they began to record family events in a non-conformist church register.

Clearly at some time prior to 1845 the family had broken ties with conformity and
joined one of the Methodist non-conformist sects.

The earliest date at which this break took place is not totally clear, because it was
possible (indeed at times necessary) for a believer with non-conformist faith to
continue to register births deaths and marriages with the conformist church.

(Methodist couples had to marry in a Church of England parish church between 1754
and June 1837, and their marriages are therefore recorded in Church of England
parish marriage registers regardless of their preference - see more at
http://www.devon.gov.uk/nonconformist

This website does not explain the situation regarding baptism, but one would expect it
to be the same, and we can perhaps assume that by 1837 a Methodist couple would be
free to register the birth of a child in a Methodist register if they so wished.)

James was the last of our Ducker family to be baptised into the Anglican church of St
Nicholas. It was in 1841 and if it were by then no longer compulsory for registrations
to be done in the Anglican Church, then from this we can probably infer that the
Duckers in 1841, like their forebears from generations back, were actually still
worshiping in the Anglican Church.

However, the next Ducker baptism which for which records exist, and the earliest
recorded Ducker non-conformist baptism, is that of James’s sister Susannah, who in
1845 was baptised in the Primitive Methodist chapel of Haxey. | think we can
probably say that the Duckers broke their long tradition of association with St
Nicholas Parish Church (Anglican) some time between 1841 and 1845, and went over
to the Primitive Methodist church.

Evidence for this movement to the Primitive Methodist Chapel at Haxey is the set of
booklets of Haxey Baptisms, which is a transcription of the Bishop’s Transcriptions,
and relevant sections of it were scanned and sent to me by Beryl Ward.

These transcriptions of transcriptions may well have the odd mistake.

Not one of the Duckers appears in these booklets as having registered with the
Kilhamite or New Connexion chapel, as stated on the website Red1st.com, and | can
only conclude that Red1st.com is wrong on this point, unless some convincing
explanation can be found. (The Kilhamite New Connexion was another break-away
from the Wesleyan sect, let by Alexander Kilham, of Epworth.)

In the website myprimitivemethodists.org.uk, Rev David Leese has written:
“Haxey is three miles south of Epworth, and typically for the Isle of Axholme the first
Primitive chapel was erected in 1825, following on from the missioning of the villages
by the first P.M preachers from Nottingham. It was on High Street with three
Methodist chapels (Wesleyan, Methodist New Connexion, and Primitive) all within a
few hundred yards of one another.”
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It was almost certainly this Primitive Methodist Chapel in Haxey, established in 1825,
that George and Mary Ducker chose, when the family broke from conformism,
probably between 1841 and 1845. They could may have formed links with that church
from as early as 1825, but as already explained, it seems more likely that that break
occurred after the baptism of James in 1841. The Haxey booklets make it clear that
George Ducker’s family then continued its association with the Primitive Methodist
Chapel of Haxey until at least 1855, as they record the baptisms of John (1847),
Harriot (1850) and William Henry (1855) all as being in the Haxey Primitive
Methodist register.

We now continue the sequence of recorded Ducker church-related events in the next
generation, by following the family of our ancestor James Ducker. Although he had
been baptised in the St Nicholas Parish Church of Haxey in 1841, his parents George
and Mary Ducker had, by 1845, turned to the Primtive Methodist Chapel of Haxey
and he was brought up as a Primtive Methodist. He left home as a young man and
went to Bradford where he married Eleanor Wright Bradley.
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Eleanor too had been baptised in a Parish Church - the Parish Church of Bradford
(conformist) - but by 1861 her father (previously a blacksmith) was registered in the
census of that year as being a “““Home Missionary for Wesleyans” so it appears that
by the time James and Eleanor got married, in 1866, the Bradley family had also been
swept up in one of the non-conformist movements.

1861 census John Bradley, Head, 49, Home Missionary for Wesleyans
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James and Eleanor’s marriage is recorded in the Parish Church of Bradford register in
1866 (conformist) and it is interesting to see here that John Bradley, the “Home
Missionary for Wesleyans™ has reverted to his occupation as blacksmith for this
particular record.
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BAPTISMS solemnized in the Wesleyan-Methodist Chapel The eldest of
in the County of. b in the year 18 James’s children,
d ' Child's Name, Pisonts Moo Chis Age | Tho Minitar by our ancestor
e ' Df::l:::r. Christian, Surname, S when Baptized. wh::: ::'tze"r:::“y M arlan, WaS
BTN - — baptised in 1867
I / I Yrczrect 1t Virtebs in a WESIEyan'
| E [ 4 - Zi, | MfaedD :
; e weee Jecelirl fylorna) 777 Methodist chapel,
| I decsphlis) o 45¢ | Huetad| on Richmond
[l lerT
No.12l. | Terrace, Bradford.

The next two children, Ada and Ernest, were baptised together in 1870 in the
Primitive Methodist chapel at Westwoodside. (Haxey baptism transcription booklets.)

Some time after 1870 James and Eleanor must have made a slight change in
preferance, perhaps for reasons of doctrine but more likely a preference for the
preacher, and they shifted from the Primitive Methodist to the Wesleyan sect, and
there the baptisms of their next three children are recorded: Frank (1872 in the
Wesleyan chapel of Westwoodside), Alfred (1874 in the Wesleyan chapel of Haxey)
and James (1875 in the Wesleyan chapel of Westwoodside.)

Throughout the 1800s the Duckers lived in an area which had been something of a
melting pot in the earlier days of religious evolution and turmoil. Haxey is only a
horse ride away from Scrooby, an early base for the separatists who later became
known as the Pilgrim Fathers. Haxey is the next village to Epworth, the birthplace of
John and Charles Wesley — and also the birthplace of Alexander Kilham who, after
being expelled from the Wesleyan Conference of 1797, started the Wesleyan sect
known as the Kilhamite New Connexion. These small villages had populations of
only a few hundred souls. It is not at all impossible that Duckers, Wesleys and
Kilhams, at different times, knew each other by sight, if not by name.

A recently established website called myprimitivemethodists contains some
interesting articles by the Rev David Leese, and the following are some extracts
regarding Haxey Methodist chapels:

“Haxey is three miles south of Epworth, and typically for the Isle of Axholme the first
Primitive chapel was erected in 1825, following on from the missioning of the villages
by the first P.M preachers from Nottingham. It was on High Street with three
Methodist chapels (Wesleyan, Methodist New Connexion, and Primitive) all within a
few hundred yards of one another.

It was replaced by the Haxey Memorial Primitive Methodist Chapel in 1909, situated
across the road from the original site. .... This is now the only one of the three
Methodist chapels in the village still in use. It has modern ancillary rooms and hall to
the rear, and the chapel itself provides a modern worship facility.”

(The original Primitive Methodist chapel which George Ducker and his family would
have attended in Haxey, has therefore now gone, replaced, as described above.)

Leese also writes:

“Westwoodside Bethel Primitive Methodist Chapel, Lincolnshire

Westwoodside already had Wesleyan and Methodist New Connexion chapels when the
Primitives formed a society in 1819 and built their first chapel in 1822, the
countryside reported as being " on fire” with the missionary work of the first Ranter
preachers who had only entered Gainsborough in 1818.
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A second chapel was built in 1835, and the present one, the third in 1862. The chapel
rebuilding was indicative of rapid growth. Furthermore a Sunday school was added
in 1896. It had a large and well attended Sunday school, and when the District
Commission visited in the 1960's it was determined to keep this chapel, which
continues as the village place of worship, for though a part of the parish of Haxey,
Westwoodside forms a separate settlement within the parish.”

The third Westwoodside Primitive Methodist
chapel referred to here, built in 1862, must
surely have been the chapel attended by
James Ducker and his family in the 1870s,
and it is still a place of worship todav.

This photograph was taken in 2012 and
added to the website by Elaine and Richard
Pearce.

http://daves-little-blog.blogspot.com.au/p/englesea-brook-chapel-museum.html
Primitive Methodism was a movement amongst working class people during the industrial
revolution. The transformation of individuals, families and communities was often dramatic.
Known as "Ranters" they were persecuted by mobs and gangs, they were often brought
before magistrates and a number of their early preachers went to jail. The Ranters were well
known for their lively singing and shouting. It was quite common for people to experience
shaking, or to lie apparently motionless under the power of dynamic preaching inspired by the
Holy Spirit.

There was a Primitive Methodist
community in New Plymouth when the
Duckers arrived in New Zealand, and no
doubt earlier imigrants from Lincolnshire
were present in the congregation.

There are no records now which provide
evidence of James Ducker or his family
being associated with this (or for that
matter any other) church after they
arrived in New Zealand.

Marian was married in a registry
office, and Frank, Alfred and Ada
were all married in Anglican
churches. Elizabeth went to a catholic
convent in New Plymouth for her
later schooling.

Primitive Methodist Church New

Plymouth 1862 — 1904
Now the site of Govett-Brewster Art Gallery
(Photograph in Taranaki Museum)

Marian Hooper (nee Ducker) was quite religious.
Her children were brought up as Methodists and the family remained so for at least a
couple more generations.

8 James Ducker did donate £2.0.0 to the Stratford C. of E. Building Fund (Taranaki Herald 10 Sept. 1889)
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Appendix 10  The Plough Inn

It seems that no family research project would be complete without the discovery of
an ancestrally owned pub. Our somewhat staid and abstemious Kenyon and Hooper
ancestors remain a disappointment in this area — although it is said that William
Wilson enjoyed a “wee dram” from time to time, and certainly Joseph Hawke was
more than familiar with what New Plymouth had on offer in the early days. But the
Duckers really did have a pub in the family, at least for a short period of time.

Thomas Ducker of Low Burnham (just a mile or two north of Haxey, in the direction
of Epworth) had been a farmer of 50 acres (1851 UK census) but in the 1861 census is
recorded as having reduced his interest in farming to just 6 acres, and having in
addition the occupatlon of Inn Keeper.

L T  Weee T Liteenad |
& /n /' i pubinee | /Ila 1«/1:1;» syl Sarann | - 3 //Ai \
L N gcbece o Lore 'Y }_¢|_ \
|| Latlie derac | L ]M‘AH_{( ‘TXJ 28 | £ el b H
b foay 'Ai,zf_'_émbs_'zz\—r’ﬂﬁw
Zua e’ ) &ﬁu; 2 Lehelon |
L I_. W2 tlass ﬂ oles (Zef;ﬁ.k _Z:‘ s v
| | Lians | 2t | Sl 113,__//1_14:._‘4!@;'_
— I_‘._,_ZLZ Lag e ’(4 ! /' \ e ) 27 Kpepoee ¢f 12 A ¢
S L et & | 2 (4l 1o @rece Behs '
Low Burnham  Thomas Ducker Head  mar 35 Inn Keeper & Farmer
Public House Mary «“ Wife  mar 34 of 6 acres
James T Pettinger Neph 4 Scholar
William Ryder Lodger wid 70 Land Proprietor
Mary « «“ un 22 Nurse Maid
William  “ «“ un 21 Farmer of 12 acres
Sarah «“ « un 17 Dress Maker

Low Burnham.
COMMEKRCIAL.
Duacker Maria ( Mra.), farmer
Duecker Robert, farmer
Ducker Thomas, Plough inn,

& farmer

16/11/2016

Plough Inn  Burnham
https://axholmecameraman.shutterfly

Thomas Ducker, the Inn Keeper in
1861, was a first cousin of our
James Ducker.

His father Robert and James’s
father George were brothers.
George’s family home and croft at
the “Field” was a fairly lengthy
walk from Low Burnham.

Still, maybe George enjoyed the
odd draught at his nephew’s pub.
Maybe James stopped in there
sometimes too.

He was doing his wheelwright
apprenticeship in 1861, when his
cousin Thomas had the pub.

Post Office Directory of Lincolnshire 1861

However,

the career of Thomas as an inn

innkeeper was to last less than a decade.

graemekenyon@hotmail.com
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BANKRUPTS
—_— _.+_______
(From Friday's Gazette.)

Ducker, T., Burnham, Haxey, cattle dealer

Friday 09 June 1871, Lincolnshire Chronicle

Jarvis had kept the Plough inn at Burnham,
on leaving to go to Doncaster

lodging with him) in to manage until he another
tenant. In the meantime an execution upon
the goods in the house for a debt owing by er. A

had mh%ﬂ:’; wﬂ

Friday 18 March 1870, Lincolnshire Chronicle

In the COUNTY COURT of LINCOLNSHIRE,
Holden at GAINSBOROUGH, on the ljth day of
Maxrch, 1870.

N the Matter of THOMAS of

BURNHAM, in the Parish of in the County of

Lincoln, Cattle Dealer, adjudged Bankrupt on the 28th
day of December, 1869,

‘An Order of Discharge will be delivered to the Bank-
rupt after the expiration of Thirty Days from this date,
unless, in the meantime, an Appeal be duly entered
against the Judgment of the Court, and notice thereof
given to the Court.

Grantham Journal, Lincolnshire
8™ January 1870

The judgement had been made
on 28" December 1869.

Thomas had never actually
owned the Plough Inn.

Thomas Ducker was
discharged in 1870.

The 1871 census records his
occupation once more as
cattle dealer.

Low Burnham showing the
Plough Inn in the background.

(Mustration in booklet
“Haxey Parish Times Past™)

According to the website
www.closedpubs.co.uk the
Plough was closed in 1955 and
became a private house.

Now demolished.

Thomas Ducker died in 1871

| At Burnham, [Haxey] on the lst inst, Thomas[Ducker]
late landlord of the Plough Inn, aged 45.
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Photograph by
Beryl Ward 2014.

This is where
the Plough
once stood.

Lincolnshire
Chronicle 9/6/1871
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Appendix 11

The New Zealand Duckers

The Talented Duckers

The Duckers of Haxey were the sons and daughters of countryside farmers.
Haxey was a small village, and although there is ample evidence these people placed
some value on schooling and literacy, it is hard to imagine that there was much

opportunity for any form of higher education.

Yet the family produced some outstanding talent.

The family of James and Eleanor Ducker, who emigrated to New Zealand, were
notably musically talented. The “Ducker bros” performed individually and as
members of small orchestras throughout their lives. Frank, perhaps the most talented,
was a singer, performer of comic songs and recitations, vaudeville — and even played
a lead role in an opera. These boys grew up in rural Taranaki as pioneer farmers —
where and how did they learn to become accomplished musicians?

Where did Frank learn to perform opera?

James and Alfred (the Ducker brothers) dammed a lake, dug a sluice tunnel and
installed an electric turbine on their property at Newall Rd. The tunnel was dug in
1900-1901. This was about the time when the first attempts were being made to
harness hydro-electric power. The Duckers’ turbine was not the first in New Zealand.
A water-driven turbine powering a house was reported in Hawkes Bay in 1893.

A report of it in the Hawera and Normanby Star 4th Jan 1893 might have been what

gave the idea to James and Alfred.

By the turn of the century the idea was being discussed in Taranaki.

Maybe this following newspaper report is what inspired Alfred to dig the tunnel:

Hawera & Normanby Star, Volume XXXV, Issue 4124, 30

December 1898, Page 2 WB hﬁve
returned to this subject in ordar to
draw attention to the fact that the
Immense motive power stored in the
rivers and streams of Mount Egmont
can be easily brought to our doors.
All that it is necessary, is a shaft
for the descent of the water on to
the turbine and a power house for

the respective falls, a simple line

& reduction and distributing houss
at the reesiving end.

Hawera and Normanby Star 27 December 1900

" New Zealand has no Niagara, but
nevertheless there are numerous
falls which would lend themselves
readily to the electrical harness and
yield up thousands of horse-power
now running to waste simply for

concentration of the gurrent af:

of wire from thence to the town and .

lack of enterprise and energy.

Where did these boys get the engineering expertise to build one of the first
hydroelectric plants in Taranaki? (See pages 132 and 133)

Haxey produced another family of Duckers — cousins of our James Ducker, as it
happens, who emigrated to America. One of them became a successful businessman,
another was the President of the Illinois Operatic Society — and the third became
famous as a self-taught scientist, scholar and teacher of Greek and Latin classics.

How and where did these boys from the village of Haxey obtain their early education?

16/11/2016
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The American Duckers

George, James and William Ducker were cousins of our New Zealand James Ducker.

Their mother was Maria Starkey. Maria did not come from Haxey, and seems not to
have been related to Mary Starkey who was the first wife of our George Ducker.

Their father was James Ducker, brother of our George Ducker.

Thomas Ducker “Plough Inn” “Our Duckers”

Robert Ducker + —‘ Ann Read

1777

“The American Duckers”

|
Ann William Elizabeth John
born 1780 born 1782 born 1787 born 1797
Martha Unknown + Robert Mary Ducker H+ George + —{Mary Starkey James
born 1784 ' born 1794 bormn 1791
Thomas Ducker James Ducker—+ [ Eleanor George, James and William
Plough Inn "The American Duckers"

| | [ |
Alfred and James Frank Ernest Elizabeth

[Engineers, musicians stock breeder,
musician

These three boys grew up in Burnham, about half way between the villages of Haxey
and Epworth. Their father was a farmer, who died relatively young — and their mother
Maria, perhaps unusual for the time, continued to manage the farm.

In the 1851 census is Maria is recorded as the head of the family, farmer, 32 acres.
By 1861 the holding had grown to 42 acres.

FURLONGS AND FIELDS IN HAXEY PARISH.

] Maria Ducker
owned or leased
strips within these

areas.

bl T

i
{
]
1
]
1
1
1
i
il

i
:'
’
4 |:| George Ducker
. owned or leased

» strips within these

areas.
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2834
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3557
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3620
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3343
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Rates Field

Red Flatt
Douthand Hill
Douthand Hill)
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Douthand Hill
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Burnham Ings
Burnham Ings
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Maria Ducker died in 1875

:ﬁﬁﬁ_ o

on the [8th in
noker, of Burnboun, aged 77 years ¢

at., Muria, widow

Maria Ducker’s
land in 1847

Marked in yellow
on the previous page.

Lincolnshire Chronicle
26 Nov 1875

In memory of
JAMES DUCKER
of Low Burnham
who departed this
life April 7" 1844
aged 52 years

Also MARIA, wife
of the a bove at rest
Nov 18" 1875 aged
77 years.

(Ron Henderson
collection)

Three of the sons of Maria and James Ducker are missing from the
UK census of 1861.

They are the “American Duckers”: James, George and William, who

each emigrated to America between 1851 and 1861.

16/11/2016
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James Ducker (Merchant of Chicago St., Joliet, Illinois)

i e 7 5 Z 1841 census, James is
‘a .,.qégm, l}, N /f J\ gtn/u .}ﬁ% ? recorded as a draper’s
! 4 74 4 A a e v apprentice.

In the 1851 census James is recorded as 27 and unmarried, occupation: farmer and
“Licensed Awker”. (Beryl Ward interpreted this for me: “Licensed Hawker.”)

il

M

Y.~

James emigrated to America arriving on SS Franklm 24 May 1851 as a single man.

07 fameDuck 7o (egfn

James Ducker 5’8 27 years of age, occupatlon draper
From the passenger list of the SS Franklin 1851

File contributed for use in USGenWeb Archives by:
Deb Haines ddhaines@gmail.com November 10, 2007, 3:46 am
Author: Genealogical and Biographical Record of Will County

“JAMES DUCKER. For many years one of the county's most influential citizens,

Mr. Ducker was a pioneer dry-goods merchant and long held a prominent place
among the business men of northeastern Illinois. When he started in business on the
corner of Clinton and Chicago streets, in 1874, his was the first dry goods house on
Chicago street; he continued to occupy Ducker's block, erected by himself, until his
death, and meantime built up a very large trade in dry-goods, clothing and carpets.
While he was in some respects conservative, yet in business matters he was
progressive, and he always led in matters bearing favorably upon the welfare of the
people or the development of local interests. With Hon. George H. Munroe he took an
active part in the building of the Joliet theatre, and for a time was president of the
company that erected the building. He also bought the old Exchange hotel site,
adjoining Barrett's hardware store, on Chicago street, where he had a frontage of
sixty-six feet. So high was the opinion in which others held him as a merchant that
after the Chicago fire he was offered a partnership in the firm of Marshall Field & Co.,
with the position of foreign buyer, but he had left England on account of its
unhealthful climate and felt it inadvisable to return to that country, so declined the
tempting offer. During early days his opinion in regard to goods and purchases was
often sought by western merchants, notably Marshall Field & Co.

The life which this narrative sketches began in Epworth, England, October 27,

1823, and closed in Joliet December 16, 1885. The Ducker family in a remote

period migrated from Holland to England, where subsequent generations became
prominent. James and Maria Ducker lived upon a farm at Epworth and were members
of the Society of Friends. Their son, James, Jr., who forms the subject of this article,
was apprenticed to the dry-goods business in Hull at fifteen years of age and served
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for five years, after which he worked for wages. In 1852 he came to America, hoping
that the change would benefit his health. After a short time in Chicago he settled upon
a farm in Frankfort Township, this county. One year on a farm convinced him that
agriculture was not his forte in life. His crops were destroyed by hail and he gained
nothing except experience. In 1853 he started one of the first stores in Mokena and
during the twenty-one years of his residence there he became a prosperous merchant
and large grain dealer.

After he had been in America for a time two of his brothers crossed the ocean to seek
homes here. One of them, George, is now engaged in ranching near Red Cloud, Neb.,
and the other, William B., died in Nebraska.

In 1874 Mr. Ducker removed from Mokena to Joliet and began business in the block
he had erected the preceding year. It had been his intention to rent the building and
settle in Chicago, but, owing to the block being remote from the business center, it
was impossible to secure a tenant, and he therefore decided to engage in business
himself. His success was steady and encouraging, and continued without a break until
his death. He was never active in politics, although he kept posted concerning national
issues and voted with the Republicans. In religious belief he was a member of the
Episcopal Church. His wife is a member of the Universalist Church.

In Chicago, in 1854, Mr. Ducker married Jennette Allison, who was born in Glasgow,
Scotland, a daughter of John and Jane (Mason) Allison, natives of Paisley, Scotland.
She was third among six children, five of whom are living, all but herself living in
Sterling, Whiteside County, Ill. She was reared in Scotland and was twenty years of
age when, in 1853, she came to Illinois. Her father, and grandfathers, James Allison
and George Mason, were all manufacturers of shawls in Paisley, and the last-named
was a prominent Presbyterian elder. She built the residence which she occupies, at
No. 507 Union street. In her family there are five children living: James W., a
merchant in Mokena; Maria J., wife of Dr. Lewis Beck, a physician in Red Cloud,
Neb.; George A., who is represented on another page; John J., a merchant of Joliet;
and Jessie M., wife of John S. Luthy, of Chicago, a trusted man in Carson, Pirie, Scott
& Co.'s wholesale house.

Additional Comments:

Genealogical and Biographical Record of Will County Illinois Containing
Biographies of Well Known Citizens of the Past and Present, Biographical
Publishing Company, Chicago, 1900”

Notes: The statement (above) that the Ducker family migrated from Holland to
England is interesting, if correct. However the Ducker family was certainly
established in England long before Cornelius Vermeyden and his Dutch workers and
shareholders came over to the Isle of Axholme to carry out the drainage scheme.

The reference to James’s place of origin and growing up as “Epworth” is slightly
inaccurate. He grew up in a village called Burnham, within walking distance of the
neighbouring village of Epworth. It is most likely that American people would have
had no idea where Burnham was, but many would have heard of Epworth as it was
the birthplace of the Wesley brothers and the place of origin of a number of the
non-conformist sects which took root in America.

It is natural therefore that the Duckers in America would tend to refer to their home
village as Epworth rather than Burnham.
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Ducker’s Corner
Joliet, Hllinois.

“When [James Ducker] started in
business on the corner of Clinton
and Chicago streets, in 1874, his
was the first dry goods house on
Chicago street; he continued to
occupy Ducker's block, erected by
himself, until his death, and
meantime built up a very large
trade in dry-goods, clothing and
carpets.” (Photo around 1900)

Joliet Opera House

“With Hon. George H. Munroe
[James Ducker] took an active part
in the building of the Joliet theatre,
and for a time was president of the
company that erected the
building.”

Another reference states that for a
time he was President of the Joliet
Opera Company.

(Photograph taken around 1900)

Above photographs: Howard and Lois Adelmann Regional History Collection  Lewis University
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Census July 1870 Frankfort in the County of Wilks, State of Illinois. Mokena.

James Ducker, 47, married, white, Dry Goods and Services,

Value of real estate $2000, value of personal estate $10,000 Place of birth England.

His wife is Jeannette, 37, “keeping house”. Place of birth Scotland.

Eldest son James, 15, Dry Goods Clerk. Other children Maria 13, George 10, John 7 and Jessie 5.

This shows the level of prosperity attained by James in 19 years, since leaving England.
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In 1874 the family, home and business, moved to Nth. Chigaco St., Joliet.
Joliet 1875 Directory.
Ducker, James dry goods 43 and 45 N Chi St... cecerees ooves . OB 8RO

Ducker, James W clerk......... ccoceres vonsenee.. DAS 43 and 45 N Chicago st
Ducker, Maria saleswoman..........cees seseneer. . DA8 43 and 45 N Chicago st

Census 4" June 1880 City of Joliet, County of Wilks, State of Illinois.

D. T2
r Pace e /é Note A.—The Census Yéar begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880.
. i Note B.—All persons will be included in the Enumeration who were living on the 1st day of June, 1880. No others will. Children BORN SINCE
Supervisor's Dist. No. \44 o June 1, 1880, will be OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SINCE June 1, 1880, will be INCLUDED.

Ei Di / Note C.—Questions Nos. 13, 14, 22 and 23 are pot 10 be asked in respect to persons under 10 years of age.
numeration Dist. No. / J
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Ducker James, white, male, 56, married, Dry Goods Merchant - and family.

The American Civil War.
These documents were spotted by Beryl Ward and it is most likely that they refer to
our James Ducker, dry goods merchant, from Burnham.
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However the C|V|I war had been all but over by mid 1865.
Perhaps by 1868, sick of useless parades, they just refused muster and resigned informally.
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James Ducker,

Merchant of Joliet,

together with his wife

Jeanette Ducker (nee Allison.)

Joliet, Will County, Illinois.

(Photograph from J.V. Powers
Ancestry.com)

One of the sons of James Ducker, named George A. Ducker, followed him in the dry
good merchandise trade, and became prominent in his own right.

There is confusion in some references between James Ducker and his son George A.
Ducker, both prominent businessmen in Joliet.

The following diagram may help clarify:

James Maria Starkey

born 1791

| | |

Maria J Joseph Mary Ann
born 1825 born 1828 born 1833 born 1838
James - Jeannette Allison George William
horn in 1823 born in 1823 bhorn 1835
emigrated in 1851 emigrated in 1858 emigrated to USA
businessman in Joliet Worked for Patter Palmer in Philosopher, scientist and

Joliet for 20 vears then went Teacher of Greek and

\ | farming in Kansas, finally moved Latin classics. Died in
George A. Ducker James Ducleer to Red Cloud, Nebraska Red Cloud. Nebraska

Born in 1859 in Mokena, Illinois.
Businessman in Joliet. went to Red Cloud. Nebraska
in 1885, later returned to Joliet
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Another faint claim to fame: Edna Ducker, The daughter of George A. Ducker, married
Robert Stanton Baum — son of L. Frank Baum who wrote “The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

Edna D. Baum (nee Ducker)

grand daughter of James Ducker,
reading "The Wonderful Wizard
of Oz" to her children Florence
and Stanton.

(Photogtaph from the
collection of J. V. Powers)

George Ducker

/.’.':'tm/,»:.

r e § o sl 7 The second of the three
" : . W ZM—%"‘ brothers, George Ducker,
, _‘-Vﬁt - born in Burnham in 1830,

ﬁ““—“‘——zﬁ I: - son of James and Maria
T l&i'_—‘f : - Ducker of Burnham, was
o ~ present with his parents in

Hilloaes e - [ - ’éﬂ_ the 1841 census.

According to J. V. Powers George Ducker emigrated to America in1858.

The following obituary outlines his story.

“Geo. Ducker Sr. Born April 16 1830 at Burnham England

Died, Jan. 21 1905 at Red Cloud Neb.

Funeral Sunday at 3 p.m. at the M.E. Church Red Cloud. The remains accompanied by his
son Bert Ducker and a nephew Dr. Beck were taken to Rose Hill Cemetery seven miles north
of Chicago for interment. There will be a funeral ceremony at Chicago under the auspices of
the Marshall Field Co. Mr. D. having been in the employ of the company continuously for 20
years before coming to Kansas.

At Jolliet two nephews Geo. and James Ducker, merchants of that place, accompanied the
funeral party on to Chicago. At the age of 27 Mr. Ducker came to America, shortly after his
arrival he was engaged as clerk in the big wholesale house of Patter Palmer (now Marshall
Field Co.) where he served 20 years being one of the firms foremost men when resigning 22
years ago on account of failing health. He then came to Smith county Kansas locating 9 miles
north of where Lebanon now stands buying three quarter sections of land from Wesley
Bozarth. He engaged extensively in farming and cattle raising. He lived on his farm until the
past eight months when he moved to Red Cloud, Neb. Mr. D. was not thought seriously ill up
to the time he died. Cancer of the stomach was the cause of death. The deceased leaves only
two sons Bert of Los Angeles Cal. and Geo. V. Ducker of this place. His wife having
preceeded him some 28 years ago, Mr. Ducker will be greatly missed by a host of friends.”

( Posted on Ancestry.com vincepowers32003 Unknown Paper, Red Cloud, 1905)

The nephews Geo and James referred to in the above obituary are George A. and
James, the sons of his brother James. (See diagram on previous page)
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William Ducker: the scholar, scientist and philosopher.

William Ducker, the youngest of the three Ducker brothers who emigrated to America,
was baptised in 1835, and recorded living in Burnham with his parents and siblings in
the 1841 UK census. (See previous section on his brother George.)

He was also recorded in the 1851 UK census (see previous section on his brother
James) but is absent in the 1861 UK census.

His early period in America is unrecorded, but eventually he found his way to Red
Cloud, then a small new town in Nebraska where he worked as a clerk in a dry goods
store. It is said that he was working for his brothers. More likely they not his brothers
but his nephews, George A. and James who were the sons his brother James.

(Refer to the chart on the previous page.)

The remarkable aspect of the life of William Ducker, the farm boy from Low
Burnham, Isle of Axholme, who later became a store clerk, is that he was also known
to have become a scientist, a scholar and a teacher of classical Greek and Latin.

The young Cather’s acquaintance with the Classics and her begin- Excerpt from:
ning studies of Latin were abetted by a British storeclerk, William
Ducker, who had arrived in Red Cloud about a year after the Cathers. | “Willa Cather:
Ducker read Latin and Greek with her from then through her university | 1ne Writer and
years. Her World”

_ _ o edited by
Mr. Ducker’s home laboratory also stimulated her interestin exper- | David Stouck
imental science, T T

How and when did William manage to become educated as a Greek and Latin scholar,
scientist and philosopher?

It has even been suggested he was an Oxford graduate:
“Willa Catha Remembered” edited by L Brent Bohlke, Sharon Loover.
(However no other reference which supports this.)

But the most important of her friendships was with
an Englishman named William Ducker. A failure by Red Cloud
standards—he clerked in his brother's dry goods store—Ducker
was a passionate reader of ancient literature. Starting around age
thirteen, Cather studied Latin and Greek with him. Together
they read Virgil, Ovid, the lliad, the odes of Anacreon, and they
discussed the great questions: evolution, religion, good and evil.
Ducker was also a devotee of science. He had a little laboratory
built onto his house, and there he taught Willa how to perform
vivisection. He was apparently glad of her company. She was

probably more interesting than the local adults.
Excerpt from: “Willa Cather and the Politics of Criticism” by Joan Ross Acocella

16/11/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 300


mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com

In Red Cloud, Mr. Ducker was familiarly known as
Uncle Billy Ducker; but Willa Cather never called
him so. Perhaps she felt in this appelation, however
aﬁ'ectionatcly bestowed, something condescending,
something that ignored what she considered his superi-
ority over the people who so designated him. For the
first time she was becoming conscious of certain very
much opposed social values, and for the first time she
was definitely taking sides. She never afterward desert-
ed the side on which she then ranged herself.

Mr. Ducker was regarded as a failure, a ‘“‘dreamer,”
by the hustling business men of Red Cloud. He made
a living for himself and his family by working in a
store owned by his brothers; but his real interest was
the great Latin and Greek classics, and, curiously
enough, scientific experiment. In his house he fitted up
a small laboratory, and there Willa Cather used to
help him with his experiments. With Mr. Ducker she
read Latin and Greek—Virgil, Ovid, the Iliad, some
of the odes of Anacreon. And she had long talks with
him —about Chz’isl:ianity, about good and evil, about
evolution, Mr. Ducker was not a member of any
church. He admired Christ, and believed that every
man who loved his fellow-men was an incarnation of
the Divine. He was not able to believe in personal im-
mortality. In one of their talks he told her about the
sacred scarab beetle that was the symbol of power in
old Egypt; how it had just as good wings as the eagle,
but had burrowed so long in the dirt, its wings had
become callous and powerless, ““I am content to de-
vote my life to help give the beetle back its wings,” he
told her.

Willa Cather was pcrhaps thirteen or fourteen when
she first began to read Latin with Mr, Ducker, Her
passionate hero-worship of this old scholar was aug-
mented, if anyl:hing, after she entered the University
of Nebraska, and began to study Latin and Greek un-
der more routine methods. In her summer vacations
she continued to read with him. The second summer
she noticed that he had begun to fail, and wrote Mrs.
Goudy that she was trying to be with him as often as
she could. One afternoon she was walking home with
him from his store and he said to her, “It is just as
though the light were going out, Willie.” A few mo-
ments after she left him, a child came running after
her to call her back. She found Mr. Ducker lying dead
on the couch in his living-room, a copy of the Iliad ly-
ing open on the floor beside him.

At
one time she was firmly resolved to become a doctor,
Her laboratory experiments with Mr. Ducker had
turned her mind in this direction—

i Her preoccupation with
icience dropped completely away; and although she
went on with her classical studies, the formal methods
of teaching Latin and Greek in the classroom, as con-
rasted with Mr, Ducker's more imaginative teaching,
ieemed to her lifeless and boring.

From “Willa Catha Living: A personal Record”

Photograph from J V Powers

William Ducker 1835 — 1893
EmmaJ 1848 — 1925
Red Cloud, Nebraska
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by Willa Cather’s domestic partner, Edith Lew

Willa Cather 1873 - 1947
William Ducker’s protegee
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Appendix 12

The Will of George Ducker
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The Will of Elizabeth Bradley
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The Deed of Roger de Mowbray

(taken from Stonehouse)

Relating to the isle of Axholme, from the 1359 decree of Roger de Mowbray

By this deed the Lord of the Manor grants the eommons of the ssid. Isle te
these and all his other tenants. He gives them privilege te dig in the moors
and marshes turf, trees, and roots found within the seil of the said moeors and
marshes ; to dig turf for the walls of their houses, and to enclase the walls
of their messuages or mansions; to dry flags in all the wastes, for to cover
the ridges of their houses and walls, and to bring trees, to repair the river ot
Trent, when cause of repairing is, and to make themnew. He also granted
them the further privilege of putting their hemp to be rated in the waters
of the said wastes, except in the Skiers, a place in the parish of Haxey, which
was reserved for the use of the said Lord ; and that those whe, by their
tenure, were bound to enclose the Lord’s woods, might take underwooed from
certain places for that purpose. He further grants them the privilege of
keeping dogs, free from the molestation of his servants ; exempts them from
the penalty for not appearing to ring their swine ; and ordains that the chase
of beasts of conrmeners be made only once a year ; and. that none of the ten-

nts should be amerced for trespass, when impeached by the minister of the.

id Lord, without answer given in Court; and “then by their peers to be fined
if they be amerciable.”

This deed bears date at Epworth, the first day of May, in the year of the
reign of Edward the Third (after the Conquest),thirty three, and is now among
the public records in the Tower. The original is in French.
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Appendix 13 Descendants of James DUCKER

Based on a chart which was researched and compiled by Janet Fleming 2001
and updated by other family members.

| James DUCKER b. 3 Jan 1841 Haxey LIN ENG d. 27 Dec 1917 New Plymouth
m. 29 Mar 1866 Bradford WRY ENG Eleanor Wright BRADLEY b. 25 Jul 1836
Harding (Harden) WRY ENG d. 26 Jul 1929 New Plymouth

2 Marian DUCKER b. 15 Nov 1866 6 Nelson Sq Bradford WRY ENG
d. 1 1 Nov 1955 New Plymouth NZ
m. 6 Jun 1886 New Plymouth Richard HOOPER b. 21 Sep 1865 Moonta SA
d. 22 Feb 1936 New Plymouth

3 Herbert HOOPER b. 3 Aug 1886 Taranaki NZ d. 12 Aug 1955 Hawera NZ
m. 13 Aug 1913 Auroa NZ Elsie Irene CATLEY b. 15 Jun 1893 Stratford
d. 29 May 1991 Tauranga NZ

3 Minnie Hlingworth HOOPER b. 2 Jan 1888 New Plymouth NZ
d. 29 Jun 1907 Otakeho NZ

3 Edith (Edie) Adelaide HOOPER b. 5 Oct 1890 d. 6 Sep 1985 Tauranga NZ
m. 25 Apr 1917 John Wilson KENYON

3 Doris HOOPER b. 19 Oct | 892 New Plymouth NZ
d. 17 Jan 1894 New Plymouth NZ

3 Richard Leslie HOOPER b. 8 Jul 1894 d. 30 Mar 1977
m. 1 Jun 1920 Emma Joanna CAMERON b 29 July 1891 d. early 1991

3 James HOOPER bh. 29 Dec 1896 Pihama NZ d. 3 Jun 1977 Hawera NZ
m. 12 Aug 1920 Eva Elizabeth HALL

3 Marian (Mamie) HOOPER b. 6 Jan 1899 Pihama NZ d. 31 Aug 1989
New Plymouth NZ m. 14 Jun 1923 Auroa NZ Alfred Hicks BROWN

3 Thomas HOOPER b. 20 Feb 1901 Auroa NZ d. 30 Aug 1965 Awatuna NZ
m. 16 Jun 1926 Hawera NZ Olive MUGGERIDGE

3 John Henry HOOPER b. 22 Mar 1905 Auroa NZ d. 30 Sep 1982
New Plymouth NZ m. 8 Feb 1928 Hawera NZ Alice MUGGERDGE

3 William Ernest HOOPER b. 17 Aug 1906 d. 3 Oct 1950
m. 1942 Newbury ENG Marguerite Weir FORBES

3 Eleanor (Girlie) HOOPER b. 26 Jun 1909
m. 1 Jan 1931 Riverlea NZ William Arthur CARDIFF

3 Mary Evelyn HOOPER b. 14 Apr 1912 Taranaki NZ d. 1989 Auckland NZ
m. 1 Jun 1936 Reginald OLIVER
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2 Herbert DUCKER b. 9 Dec 1867 Bradford WRY ENG
d. 3 Dec, 1869 Bradford WRY ENG

2 Ada DUCKER b. 2 Jul 1 869 Bradford WRY ENG d. I 5 Jan | 954 Auckland NZ
m. 2 Apr 1891 St Mary's Church New Plymouth John William RAWLINSON
b. 13 Oct 1864 Lancaster d. 9 Oct 1941 New Plymouth

3 John RAWLINSON b. 30 Dec 1891 Panmure Auckland NZ
d. 30 Dec 1891 Panmure Auckland NZ

3 Ida May RAWLINSON b. 15 May 1893 New Plymouth
d. 29 Sep 1935 Wellington

3 Gwendoline RAWLINSON b. 21 Sep 1895 New Plymouth
d. 12 Nov 1978 Hamilton
m.6 Jan 192] Waitara Church Henry Ernest BRABANT
b. 16 Feb 1897 Taranaki d. 3 Apr 1929 Waitara NZ

3 Eleanor Grace (Gay) RAWLINSON b. 15 Aug 1897 New Plymouth
d. 4 Jul 1980 Auckland NZ
m. 20 Jan 1920 Carrington Road Methodist Church N.P. Joseph SHAW

3 Charles Leslie RAWLINSON b. 10 Jul 1899 New Plymouth
d. 27 May 1981 Hamilton
m. 2| Feb 1924 New Plymouth Gwendoline Ruby WATERS d. 5 Oct 1968
m. 21 Jul 1973 Hamilton Mary RIORDEN d. 28 May 2015

3 Alice RAWLINSON b. 2 Aug 1901 Carrington Road, New Plymouth
d. 20 Feb 1991 Takapuna
m. 2 Jun 193I Christ Church Whangarei NZ Edgar Le Clerc BRADNEY
b. 30 Sep 1906 Pataua, North Auckland
d. 9 Sep 1975 23 Waitawa Road, Whangarei

3 Kenneth RAWLINSON b. 28 Jan 1904 New Plymouth d. 23 Feb 1979
m. 2| Dec 1926 Irene Josephine GUNN
d. 7 Dec 1997 Hastings

3 Victor RAWLINSON b. 20 Apr 1906 New Plymouth
d. 21 Dec 1907 New Plymouth

3 Elsie RAWLINSON b. 17 Apr 1908 New Plymouth
d. 13 Nov 1937 Wellington

3 Evelyn RAWLINSON b. 19 Feb 1911 New Plymouth d. 1 Sep 1965 Stratford
m. 26 Jun 1937 Frederick Walter McCLENNAN

3 Mona Jean RAWLINSON b. 20 Mar 1914 New Plymouth
d. 10 Jul 1914 New Plymouth
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2 Ernest DUCKER b. 2l Nov 1870 Westwoodside Haxey LIN ENG
d. 17 Oct 1941 Hamilton
m. 3 Jan 1892 New Plymouth Mary Ellen (Nell) RAWLINSON
b. 3 Jun 1871 Lancaster d. 13 Nov 1947

3 lvy Mytle DUCKER b. 20 Jul 1893
d. 30 May 1932 Auckland

m. 14 Aug 1907 New Plymouth home of J DUCKER Lilia CROON
b.1885 d. 1933
3 Dorothy DUCKER b. 11 Apr 1910 d. 21 Jun 2003 Hawera
m. Norman Evans 22 Mar 1934  b. 13Jun 1911 d. 25 Nov. 2003

3 Elsie DUCKER b.24 Feb 1916 d. 7 Dec 2004
m. Alfred George Carter Blanchard 1936

3 Allan Wright DUCKER b. 7 Nov 1917 d. 29 Jul 1946 Greymouth

3 Leslie Basham DUCKER b. 23 Jun 1919  d. 9 Feb 1993
m. Millicent Adele Campbell 1946

3 Nancy Evelyn DUCKER b. 17 Apr 1923  d. 21 Jan 2006
m. Cecil Haslett 1942
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2 Frank DUCKER b. 21 Aug 1872 Westwoodside Haxcy LIN ENG
d. 2 Jul 1960 Auckland NZ
m. 2| Dec 1898 Lily Antigone EYES b. 19 Jan 1877 Papakura d. 4 Aug 1950

3 Bradley Ward DUCKER b. 23 Jul 1899 Eltham d. 24 Sep 1988 Australia

3 Olive Lois DUCKER b. 10 Apr 1901 d. 22May 1994 Tauranga
m. Raymond Robert HENDERSON

3 Ronald Dudley DUCKER b. 28 Jan 1903 d. 3 Jun 1982
m. 1931 Gertrude Mary HEDLEY b. Jul 1898 England d. 9 May 1939
m. 1947 Isabelle Josephine (Joey) FINNIGAN (nee LOVICH)
b. 2 Jan 1922 d. 10 Nov 1994.

3 Cecil James DUCKER b. 4 Jan 1905 d. 12 Mar 1923
3 Leo Afred DUCKER b. 24 Jun 1906
d. 15 Jul 2000 Takapuna
m. 1935 Lorna Bayne (Billie) MITCHELL b. 18 Apr 1916
d. 17 Apr 1999 Whangaraoa NZ

3 Clarence Edward DUCKER b. 26 Aug 1909 Opotiki NZ d. 1 June 2009

m.5 Oct 1938 Palmerston Nth Lorna Elsie May FREEMAN

b.4 Feb 1913 Palmerston Nth d. 6 Aug 1987 Auckland NZ

3 Eric Norman DUCKER b. 3 Apr 1912 d. 25 Mar 2008
m. Gertrude Joan JOHNSTON b. 8 Jul 1914 d. 1 Dec 2001

m. 3 Mar 1916 Amy Grace TURNER b. 18 Jun 1890 died 1974

3 Neville Frank DUCKER b. 3 Apr 1916
m. 2 Aug 1940 Trentham Military Camp Gwenda Mary THORBURN

3 Leslie Herbcrt DUCKER b.29 May 1917
m. Dorothy Ada CARTER b. _ d. 25 June 2001

3 D'Arcy Clive Melville DUCKER b. 7 Feb 1919
d. 12 Dec 1942 Abbeville France

m. 23 Mar 1938 Sarah Elizabeth HUGHES b. ¢1873 Leicestershire England
d. 12 Mar 1944 Auckland

m. 26 Mar 1945 Annie Kathleen TURNER b. 5 Aug 1895 Queensland
d. 10 Dec. 1988 Queensland
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2 Alfred DUCKER b. 26 Dec 1873 Westwoodside Haxey LIN ENG
d. 11 Jul 1960 Waiuku
m. 1945 Amelia (Minnie) Ashton O'CARROLL d. 1958

2 James DUCKER b. 18 Oct 1875 Haxey d. 16 May 1953 Waiuku
m. 19 Dec 1899 New Plymouth Mary Frances Louisa GILL b. 28 Apr 1876
d. 26 Dec | 967

3 Carlin James DUCKER b. 23 Jan 1901 d. 13 Nov 1975 Auckland NZ
m. 28 Jan 196l Eileen Rose HARDIENEILL d.27 Oct 1984

3 Kenneth Alfred DUCKER b. 7 Jan 1903 d. 10 Jul 1982

3 Eleanor Bradley DUCKER b. 11 Nov 1908 d. 25 Nov 2010
m. 7 Jan 193] James Stockwell HILL d. 2006 Auckland

3 Joyce Miriam DUCKER b. 27 Oct 1910 d. _ 1997 Auckland NZ
m. 9 Dec 1933 Archer Maxwell DOUGLAS d. _ 1967

2 Elizabeth DUCKER b.5 Jul 1878 Grimsby Eng. d. 7 Sept 1943
m. 1902 New Plymouth Walter RUMBALL b. 20 Feb 1871 England.
d. 11 July 1940
3 Alfred RUMBALL b. 10 Jan 1906 d. 7 Jun 1996

3 Henry RUMBALL b. 1 Jun 1908 d. 14 Mar 1992
m. Louie WALTER b. 28 Jun 1910 d- 1986

3 Mary RUMBALL b. 27 Jan 1910 d. 20 Jan 1987
m. John WALTER b. 2 Aug 1904 d. 25 Apr 1966

3 Amy RUMBALL b.  April 1914 d. 1 Mar 1914 age 5 weeks.

3 Florence( Florrie) RUMBALL b. _ 1915 d. 5 Mar1964 service No. 82384
m. Basil HOWSE

3 Unnamed RUMBALL b. 1919 stillborn

3 Olive RUMBALL b _ 1922
m Graham BASSETT

%9 Nelson Evening Mail, 11 May 1876, Page 2
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