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APPENDIX   2  

A brief history of photography in New Plymouth and Nelson 
 

The first photographer 

advertising in New Zealand 

appears in  

Wellington in the 
 

New Zealand Spectator and Cook's 

Strait Guardian,  

16 August 1848 
 

The process used by Sealy was 

probably “daguerreotype”, an 

arcane process using copper 

plates, iodine vapour  and then in a darkroom exposure to mercury vapour, fixing with 

sodium hyposulphate and finally washing with water. 

A trawl though the New Zealand newspapers on the 1850s shows the daguerreotype 

process continuing to be used until the middle of the decade, and gives an 

introduction to early photographers such as, in Auckland:  

Hartley Webster (New Zealander, 10 September 1853),  

Montague Scott (Daily Southern Cross, 30 October 1855) 

J. N. Crosbie (New Zealander, 3 November 1855).                                                                                                                                                                      

 

By 1855 new technology was 

becoming available – the so-called 

“collodian process.” 
 

New Zealander,  

01 December 1855 

 

Daily Southern Cross,  

19 September 1856 

 
 

By 1856 Crombie had converted to 

this new process and was about to 

move to Taranaki. Many of the 

“photographic artists” of this period 

were itinerant. 

 

 
New Zealander, 1 November 1856   

 

 

The merits of the collodian process at  

Hartley Websters studio, Queen Street. 
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In New Plymouth the well-known 

auctioneer and entrepreneur  

F. U.Gledhill advertised for sale: 
Taranaki Herald, 13 June 1857 

 

Another Taranaki entrepreneur, 

Newton King: 
Taranaki Herald, 5 Sept 1857 

 
 

 

The professional photographer Hartley 

Webster had now moved south from 

his studio in Auckland, to set up a 

practice in New Plymouth. 

 

 
Taranaki Herald,  

25 December 1858 

 

 

Dozens of advertisements now regularly in the main papers. At least half a dozen are 

offering hardware or professional service.  
 

Hardwicke Knight, in “Photography in New Zealand wrote: “Most of the New 

Zealand photographers who were working during the 1860s and 70s… were using the 

wet plate collodian process.  
 

Collodian is a mixture of gun cotton, alcohol and ether and forms a film when  flowed 

onto a sheet of glass. Scott Archer used it to bind the light-sensitive silver salts on to 

glass plates and the process became known as the wet-plate process because the plates 

had to be exposed and developed before the coating had time to dry……It meant 

carrying heavy loads of apparatus such as tent or portable darkroom, chemicals and 

glass plates….. 
 

By 1860 most cameras were 

made with bellows…exposures 

as short as one second were more 

satisfactorily made with the lens 

cap than with the early roller 

blind of flap shutters which 

caused camera shake…” 
 

Wet plate camera from the 1860s. Larnoch Castle Collection. Taken from “Photography in New 

Zealand” by Hardwicke Knight 

 

J. Wilson (Otago) and a Mr. Mountfort (Christchurch) were advertising regularly.  

 

Newspaper references to “photographic art” were becoming less wondrous, and 

commercial advertising was becoming more common. 
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Another photographer set up 

business in Taranaki…. 
 

Taranaki Herald, 30 April 1859 

 

 

 

Crombie, who had moved to Christchurch, now moved again to Nelson where he 

attracted reviews from a number of newspapers…. 

… and for the time being, Hartley 

Webster moved on. 
 

Nelson Examiner and New Zealand 

Chronicle, 28 September 1859 

Taranaki Herald, 22 October 1859 
 

 (Later Hartley Webster was to return 

to New Plymouth, and in 1975 around 

the time he closed down his business 

for good, he successfully sued Carlin 

Gill for a debt of £5 1s 7d) 
 

Note the price of a photograph 

printed on card at this time has 

reduced to 5 shillings – about the 

price of half a day’s work for a 

labourer. 

 

The early 1860’s was the time of the first Taranaki war.  

 

A new photographer established in 

New Plymouth at this time. 
Taranaki Herald, 16 Feb 1861 
 

Hoby (or his son) was still 

advertising in 1866 when Carlin 

Gill arrived in New Plymouth. 

Cartes de visites 5s, copies for2/6.  

 

 

T. Tuffin had arrived from 

Wanganui and was advertising….  
Taranaki Herald,  4 February 1865 

….to be replaced by George 

Jackson in July the same year. 

 
 

Taranaki Herald, 22 July 1865 
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By the time Carlin Gill arrived in New Plymouth, photography was no longer a 

novelty.  

 

In fact the term “photographer” 

had first appeared as early as 

1862.  
Taranaki Herald, 8 November 1862 

 
 

Taranaki Herald 30 June 1866 

Druggists were advertising 

photographic materials and 

chemicals, which suggests by 

now photography also existed 

as a hobby, and Carlin Gill 

would have been able to 

purchase his materials in town, 

over the counter. 

 

 

 
Taranaki Herald 

22 September 1866 
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