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Standing on the Promise

W

e as Black women religious, continue to stand
at the forefront in the struggle for justice,

giving witness to the saving truth of the gospel and
the mission of Christ’s Church on Earth.
-History of NBSC

SIGNS OF SOUL
Winter 2009

PAGE 2

" Waiting in
Joyful Hope "
Dear Sisters, Associates & Friends,
It is with great hope and gratitude that I write this letter. We are waiting in joyful hope
for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Our God is near everyday even though there are
signs of darkness. Isaiah's message is still filled with hope for today. The people who walked
in darkness have seen a great light. Jesus is that star in the east. God is still among us in
unimaginable places. If we follow, we'll find the way.
This past year has been marked with challenges as well as triumphs for NBSC. Yet,
through it all and with unexpected surprises ad blessings we are hopeful. We have this joyful
hope that NBSC's can celebrate 43 years of helping others. Our door will remain open. God
can use all of us to be heralds of the Word.
Like Mary, Joseph, the angels, shepherds and the wise men, let us treasure the good
news in our hearts. Let us shout for joy. "Go Tell It On The Mountain." Announce it
everywhere that Christmas is a time for loving, caring, giving and sharing. In our NBSC
family, Jesus Christ will always be our anchor of hope.
Merry Christmas & a Blessed New Year.
I am sincerely yours,
Sister Roberta Fulton
Sister Roberta Fulton, S.S.M.N.
President
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sr. Laura Kendrick shares that the Sisters, Home
Visitors of Mary celebrated 60th years of Catholic
church life and ministry in the Black community.
Karen Graham shares that The Rush Alzheimer’s
Disease Center is pleased to announce one of its
newest publications which was created in collaboration with the National Institute on Aging:
“Caring for a Person with Alzheimer’s Disease,
Your Easy-to-Use Guide from the NIA.” It is a
guidebook for caregivers of people with
Alzheimer’s Disease (AD).
Taking care of
someone with AD can be truly rewarding and it
can also be very challenging. A copy can be
ordered from the ADEAR website:
http://
www.nia.nih.gov/Alzheimers/Publications/Caring/
AD/ or by calling 1-800-438-4380.
Sr. Magdala-Marie Gilbert shares that the Oblate
Sisters have cut a music CD as well as a Rosary
CD.
NBSC’s website is being restructured. When it is
complete, a relay will be e-mailed to the members.

CONFERENCE NEWS
NBSC’s 2010 General Assembly will be held on
August 9-11, 2010, in Charlotte, North Carolina.
More information will follow!
The 3rd National Gathering for Black Catholic
Women will be held August 13-15, 2010, in
Charlotte, North Carolina. More information will
follow!
Make sure to save the dates !

CONGRATULATIONS TO
Sr. Lois Marie Davis received the Sister Francis
Paula Guillory Award from the Knights and
Ladies of Peter Claver.
Sr. Kathleen Smith shares that the parish where
she ministers is celebrating its' 90th Anniversary.
At the banquet she received a recognition award.

...and all who have received
any type of recognition, awards,
certifications or degrees
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The Summit
Sr. M. Roland Lagarde

My Christmas Wish

Compassion’s bell

Sr. Magdala-Marie Gilbert

summons us
to a buffet where we choose
the food of God’s desiring.

We’re on our way!

(Couplet)

My Christmas wish this
blissful year,
that there always be
good cheer.

Upcoming Events & Meetings
August 9-11 2010

2010 General Assembly

August 13-15. 2010 3rd National Gathering
For Black Catholic Women

That all nations will be
at peace
that all wars in this
world will cease.

My Inner Self
Sr. Magdala-Marie Gilbert
Come and walk with me
to the sea.
A place that is calm and
serene.
There to seek
that inner peace
with my inner self …
That inner self…
can calm all my fears
Guiding me
to that sweet solace,
greeted by indomitable grace.
Standing on the sandy shore,
my mind’s eyes
see the score.
Of the peace that restores
the lost insights defused.
This inner self and I are one
The name of inner self,
is Conscience,
It would not leave me stranded
Standing on the shores of life.

That all homes will be
full of love,
that everyone will be
calm as doves.
That we remember what
Christ brings
that Christmas is not
about things.
That Peace will reign in
all our hearts
after the Peace that
Jesus bought.
Peace on earth to all of
good will
and a Happy
Christmas to all…

NBSC would like to wish a happy birthday to:
December
Sr. Mary Clark
Sr. Sharon M. Howell
Sr. Carmen M. Chandler
Sr. Claire Napoleon
Sr. Agnes-Marie Sampia
Sr. Mary Louis Jenkins

January
Gwendolyn Summers
Sr. Jane Nesmith
Joseph Powell
Sr. Audrey Abel
Corrine Grant
Sr. Sarah Sykes
Sr. M. Roland Lagarde
Sr. Chala Hill
Sr. Lois Marie Davis

Keep in Prayer
Bishop John Ricard who was recently
hospitalized.
The family of Sr. Marguerite Bartz, SBS,
who passed November 1, 2009.
Please keep those NBSC members, as well as
their families, who are in need in your prayers.
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Time in Africa – Late Summer 2008
My sabbatical goal was a holistic endeavor to deepen and broaden my spiritual, physical, psychological,
social and cultural well being. The sabbatical was informal and eclectic.
A geographic pilgrimage included five weeks visiting Kenya and Uganda. In Nairobi the Precious Blood
Sisters of Eastern Africa were very hospitable. I was impressed by the large number of young sisters among
them. On their complex were an elementary school for the street children, a clinic and a high school
academy for girls. What a delight to be awakened each morning by the girls’ singing as they gathered for
morning prayer. Many religious orders of men and women are serving the people of Nairobi with valor and
sensitivity.
The area has much beauty. Nevertheless the slums in Nairobi – Kibera, Mathare and Soweto - were most
sobering. It was especially difficult to see the very young and the elderly in such poverty without sanitation
and running water. Several positive programs are in effect to help lift the people out of poverty. Jamii Bora
(Better Families), a microfinancing organization led by Ingrid Munro, is a model of a holistic approach to
lifting people out of poverty by small loans, educational assistance, health insurance, life insurance and it is
building a village. Kapatei is north of Nairobi and includes two and four bedroom houses, a school, a clinic,
and a soccer field. The bricks and roof tiles are made by the people, most of whom are women. There are
gravel roads, solar energy, running water and flush toilets. Jamii Bora celebrated its tenth year anniversary
this year (2009). It was started by Munro and fifty women who were street beggars.
Sister Toni Temporiti, PBBS, President of Microfinancing Partners in Africa (MPA), with whom I traveled
was interested in exploring a Heifer Project in Masaka, Uganda. We met with Bishop John Baptist Kaggawa to discuss the project and received a tour led by Father Peter to families who owned a heifer. The
family has to go through a rigorous training process before receiving a cow. Sister Toni and I were impressed that the families had milk, could participate in the dairy co-op, and the cow waste is used for fertilizer and biofuel. Therefore, families could have electricity in their homes. Our time in Masaka included a
trip to the Queen Elizabeth State Park for a safari.
MPA raises funds to support Jamii Bora and the Heifer Project. More than 150 cows were bought at the
spring 2009 gala at $800 each and $50,000 was raised for Jamii Bora.
Happily we were able to visit with the CSJs in Gulu as well as visit Kampala and Amuru, Uganda. The
Shrine of Charles Lwanga and the Ugandan Martyrs was a powerful experience. Seeing the Nile River and
Lake Victoria was also impressive. The time in Kenya and Uganda were a blessing that I will treasure all
my life.
Barbara A. Moore, CSJ

SIGNS OF SOUL
Winter 2009

PAGE 6

SISTERS, HOME VISITORS OF MARY
SIXTY YEARS, SERVING THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY
"We've come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord...Can't turn around now!" This old gospel song captures well the
HVM journey in its mission to African Americans. Indeed, African Americans have come a long way from being
rejected in churches, schools, jobs, convents and seminaries to now being in the " white House". Indeed we have come
far in the fight for equality, justice and peace.
From its inception, the HVM Congregation mission was specifically to African American people. It started in 1949 with
the foundress, Mary Schutz' vision to make a way for African Americans within the Catholic Church. The HVM have
been faithful to its mission.
Experiencing a call to dedicate her life, Mary Schutz after graduating from Marygrove College, searched for a religious
congregation whose mission was pastoral out reach and evangelization of Blacks. She found none. She was encouraged
to start one for that purpose. Cardinal Mooney, Archbishop of Detroit gave permission. With one other woman with a
similar passion, Mary started the HVM in an abandoned Lithuanian Sisters' convent. The former Lithuanian Catholic
community had fled the neighborhood that had now become non-catholic and primarily Black. With the Sisters there, the
Cardinal decided to reopen the St George Church as a mission and invited the Josephite priests to run it. Together the
priests and the Sisters began to evangelize the neighborhood making door to door calls inviting the people to come. This
worked. The Church began to grow and flourish, baptisms were many and a tightly knit Black Catholic community was
formed. From this humble beginning Black Catholic vocations emerged. Among the vocations were five religious
women and two priests. Four of the women were pioneer members of NBSC: Sisters Nancy Traylor, Mary Elise
Chapman, Laura Marie Kendrick and Elizabeth Harris. Each of them served the Conference on various committees and
as board members while Sr. Elizabeth served as president for two consecutive terms.
Early on, the HVM were in the forefront working for social and racial equality both within the Church and in civic
society. They were involved in opening "white" parish schools to Blacks, fighting to get recreational facilities open for
Black youth, bringing Black Gospel music to inner city churches, training black Catholic leaders, assisting the office of
Black Catholic Affairs to get started, supporting Black vocations in white congregations, collaborating with other secular arms working for racial justice like community organizations, initiating food co-ops, advocating for persons in jail
and prison, Initiating post release programs for women ex-offenders and promoting youth empowerment and drug rehabilitation programs.
Invited to Africa, the HVM continue catering to African peoples, especially in Abuja, the capitol of Nigeria. Two Sisters
went in 2001 to establish a mission. Today they number sixteen. The young professed sisters are ministering in three
parishes catechizing, RCIA, marriage counseling, Bible Study, pastoral /social out reach and lay formation.
On November 21, 2009, the HVM will celebrate its sixtieth anniversary of founding. It has been blessed with having its
foundress Sr. Mary Schutz living to the age of 93 and only passing on to glory in 2007. We celebrate with joy our life
and history and we give thanks to God for all the many persons who have collaborated with us and supported us
through the years. We ask your continued prayer and support as we move into the next decade. Yes," We've come this
far by faith, leaning on the Lord. Trusting in His holy Word. He's never failed us yet. Oh…
Can't turn around now. We've come this far by faith".
Sr. Elizabeth Harris, H.V.M.
Regional Superior, Abuja, Nigeria
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BLACK WOMEN’S PROJECT COMMITTEE UPDATE
By now you have received in the mail your “Save the Date Postcard” for the 3rd National Gathering of Black
Catholic Women to be held in Charlotte, NC August 13-15th 2010.at the University Hilton Hotel. The Administrative Team made a site visit in August to tour the hotel and finalize the site. The Hotel and surrounding area
are beautiful. NBSC is blessed to have secured such a site for such an important gathering.
Sr. Patricia Chappell and Ms. Leodia Gooch, Co-coordinators for the gathering, have been doing a fantastic
job. There is much work to be done in a short period of time. If you were not at the NBSC General Assembly
this summer there is still time to sign up to work on various committees. Registration, Liturgy, Vendors,
Environment, Hospitality are some of the committees still needing help. Remember this is an NBSC Gathering
and to make it successful we are going to need all of our Members and Associates to give their support and
prayers. If you would like to sign up for a committee, please contact Sr. Patty.
As a sign of unity and solidarity, please continue to pray the Memorare each day for the success of the National
Gathering.
Regional Gatherings have already been held in St. Louis, Minnesota, and Charleston. Washington D.C. and
Providence R.I. are in the planning stages. The Eastern Corridor will be covered. Sr. Barbara Moore and
myself in attending the Regional Gatherings have found our Black Catholic Women to be excited about the
upcoming National Gathering.
There is still time for you to host a Regional Gathering. Contact Sr. Barbara Moore Co-Chair of the BWP
Committee if you are interested. The material is already prepared. The host site just needs to find the participants and the site.
If any of you know of Grant opportunities that can be pursued please contact Carol White, Co-Chair of the BWP
Committee. We have to date received a $3,000 Donation from Sr. Antona Ebo and a pledge of $12,000 from the
Knights and Ladies of St. Peter Claver.
The next meeting for the Administrative Team will be in St. Louis, December 18-20th. At that meeting the timelines will be finalized for the mailing of flyers and registration brochures. Pass your “Save the Date Card” on
to a friend after you have put it on your calendar. Continue to talk up the 3rd National Gathering at all your
meetings and parishes. Sr. Patty sent out 4,000 “Save the Date Postcards” Lee Gooch has created a database
for the Gathering.
Thanks to the NBSC Board and the Membership for their continued support as we move forward with the
3rd National Gathering for Black Catholic Women.
Continue to pray for the success of this important event.
Peace,
Sr. Barbara A. Moore, CSJ Co-Chair BWP Committee
Mrs. Carol F. White, Co-Chair BWP Committee

National
Black Sister’s
Conference

Sustaining the Vision...

National Office
P.O. Box 442165
Ft. Washington, MD 20749
330—21st Street, N.E.
Washington, DC 20002
Phone: 202.529.9250
Fax: 202.529.9370
Email: nbsc68@verizon.net

We would like to thank all of NBSC’s partners and members who have offered prayers,
spiritual guidance and financial support throughout NBSC’s journey.
May we always continue to affirm one another and
gather round the Table of the Lord
today and everyday.

