
 

 

 

Am I A “Passive-ist?” 

Bill Loveless 

 

     When Paige and I went to Haiti a few years ago to conduct a missionary conference, we 

found a very hurting group of missionaries. There was struggle within, with each other, with the 

nationals, and with the churches who supported them. They were living in the desert of 

performance, goal setting, and “church-pleasing”(meaning, “I had better produce, or the church 

will quit supporting me.”)  I remember making this comment halfway through the conference, 

“The Christian life is not about working for God, rather it is about God working in us and 

through us”. Well, you would have thought from their expressions that I had just said something 

supremely heretical!  You could feel the tension and resistance quickly build. After the initial 

shock of that statement wore off, the room exploded.  I had no idea as to the extent to which I 

had opened “Pandora’s box.” It was clear to me that  every one of their “success” markers was 

focused on the work that they were doing (independently of God and “for” God, I might add). 

 

      Realizing that the Lord had just touched a very sensitive and a highly charged nerve, I prayed 

that the Lord would give them understanding in this before they decided to tar and feather me! I 

had just desecrated their most worshiped idol of PERFORMANCE!  

 

     From that moment on until the end of the conference, we focused on the difference between 

working “for” God and God working in and through them. Llike so many other believers, their 

focus was on the “act” versus the “attitude”. I explained that God is not so much concerned with 

the acts of evangelism, discipleship, church planting, etc. as He is with the attitude with which 

they are done. His overriding concern is that these acts are done with an attitude of restful 

dependence upon Him, not independence.  I explained that an “act” done in independence is a 

dead work, whereas an act done in dependence is an eternal work that glorifies God. As we 

explored the differences between act versus attitude, I began to see lights slowly come on. God 

was piercing the darkness of the lie that they had been believing with the light of His truth. You 

could see them begin to breathe spiritually and to begin dropping off the heavy weights and 

burdens of performance. What a glorious thing that was to behold! 

 

     I share this story because many of you, if not all of you, know that the number one obstacle 

that we face as we share the truth of Christ living in and through us is that we are branded 

“passive-ists.” We are called such because religion has so grossly distorted the Christian life that 

“fleshly activism” for God is the order of the day. Unfortunately, this fleshly activism for God is 

epidemic among church staffs. It is also fostered and promoted zealously by well-meaning lay 

leaders who believe and unknowingly perpetuate the lie that performance independent of God 

will please God. As heart disease and cancer are leading causes of physical death in this country, 

“performance with an independent attitude” is the number one killer of Christ’s life flowing in 

and through a believer. It robs the believer of operating out of God’s life, rest, and power; it 

steals God’s glory; it puffs man up; and, it results in the believer either working harder for God 

or giving up entirely. 

 

      One comment I often hear (always said with a bit of cynicism or sarcasm) is, “Well, Bill, 

does this mean that I just become a ‘spiritual couch potato’ and do nothing?”. Have you heard 

that one before? The Lord has given me a wonderful response to that remark by asking them a 

question. “How passive was Jesus?”. We know that Jesus was often actively ministering and 

always doing so with an attitude of rest and total dependence upon the Father (John 5:30). 



 

 

 

     I share this with you because herein lies the heart of what people struggle with as I share the 

Christ-dependent life with them. People want to write me off as a “passive-ist” without hearing 

me say that God is not against performance or ministry. He is only against any performance or 

ministry done independently of Him. However, if a “passive-ist” is one who waits on the Lord, 

walks in dependence upon Him, and allows Him to arrange His ministry, then I stand guilty as 

charged! 

 

 

Copyright © 2007 by Bi l l  Loveless    

All rights reserved.  The use or copying of this material for personal or group study is permitted. 

This material may not be copied or reprinted for commercial gain or for profit.                       
 

Christ Is Life Ministries 

10 Texas Laurel 

San Antonio, Texas 78256 

210-698-1139 

www.christislifeministries.com 

  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'Proof 150'] [Based on '[Press Quality]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


