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Do the best
you can
until you know better.
Then when you
know better,
do better.
-Maya Angelou

Please send submissions for
our quarterly newsletter to
Elissa Rose at
norulesincoloring@gmail.com

Unci’s
Reflections
Hihanni Waste my sisters, in
Lakota this means good
morning. As I write this I reflect on the past summer and
our time together in July. Praying and working with all of you
brings such joy to my soul. As
the years have passed I have
observed so many of you taking on roles that you may not
have once thought yourself
capable of. I also see how you
teach others to be in ceremony in a way that is respectful
and sacred.

ing and breaking her femur.
She then died a day after another dear sister died. One
loss after another felt overwhelming at times. It was the
memory of your prayers and
strength that helped me
through. I want to thank each
and every one of you for your
presence and your commitment.

This years ceremony was powerful and representative of
the collective prayers you all
offered. For me it was one
laced with sadness at the
death of my older sister and
the concern for my dear 90
year old friend. Before I had a
chance to grieve for my sister
I was faced with my friend fall-

As we move forward into these
uncertain times I hope that
each of you will remember to
connect your self to our
Sacred Mother earth. She has
been under attack for a very
long time now. We need to
come together to create a
space in the world where our
children are safe. We need to

Beverly LittleThunder
Standing Rock, ND
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Unci’s Reflections continued...
find ways to protect our sisters who are fearful of being sent back to lands
where their lives are at risk. We need to strengthen our communities where
we live. Learning to grow our own food, how to provide for our needs and
those of our children in community. WE are not alone , although it feels that
way sometimes. We have the beginning of a community that holds us , supports us and loves us unconditionally
Will we face challenges? Yes, we will but by talking about what we feel we can
move past any unpleasant feelings without resorting to Lateral violence.
Without tearing each other down.
So much is going on in our world right now it is hard for us to stop and
acknowledge those womyn who are commited to making the world a better
place. I want to thank the council members who worked so hard to maintain
balance in camp this year. For those who coordinated the fire and kitchen areas, for those who so lovingly tended to the dancers, and for everyone who
helped create an atmosphere of peace and prayer. You all have my utmost
respect .
Now is the time to begin preparations for next July. Begin by offering water to
the earth each day with a short prayer for those who are taking action to stop
the flow of toxic chemicals from reaching our drinking water. Use each day to
give someone you know an unexpected compliment. And burn cedar or sage
each day before you leave your home for the day. Life is a prayer and know
that each of you is in mine everyday.
Pilamiya, Unci

Sundance 2017
July 7 - July 16

http://kunsikeya.org/
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A Time to Rebuild
A time to rebuild...
It was my first trip to Vermont
and my first trip to Kunsi
Keya Tamakoce. I left South
Carolina with my teacher and
Sweat Lodge Sister, Susan
Riggins, filled with anticipation and excitement to experience the place I had sung
about in Lodge and had listened to countless stories
from other Sisters for many
years.
Finally, the time was ripe and
right for me to go and contribute my time and energy to
this Sacred Space. I was honored to have been invited to
work the land for the scheduled work weekend in whatever way I was asked.
Vermont in October is beautiful...the leaves were changing, the Standing Ones were
talking and I was listening,
listening to their message.
"Embrace this time of year as
we do, as this is a time of release and rest as we prepare
and nourish the ground beneath for the renewal, the rebirth come Spring." This was
the theme that repeated itself
the entire weekend, gently
reminding me that it was
time, time to answer the call
to release the old, rest and
trust the process beneath, for
the rebirth will come, it will
come in due time. That it was
time to honor this message,

live it, be it,
embrace it,
crave it, much
like that fresh
breath of air
that filled my
lungs when
we walked
the land
upon arrival.
I felt the heartbeat of the land,
faintly, sleeping beneath my
feet, resting. I felt the energy
that was waiting to come alive
in July. It was amazing. It was
palpable beneath the surface...palpable, yet resting. So
it was apparent to me, it was
time to do the work, preparing
for the growth, the renewal.
The other women arrived and
we all began our work, cleaning, purging, rebuilding. Plugging along doing our work, individually, collectively as one.
On the second day, the gentle
rain said hello, slowing the outside progress, reminding us to
accept the process, accept
what cannot be planned for,
trust that the growth is happening. Do what you can, nurturing, loving, it will be enough.

to trust that what was being built and nurtured was
enough, that it was enough
to sprout when the
time is right.
Earlier that morning, the generator
decided it, too,
needed a rest. It
was a time of honoring. A time to
honor the slower
pace, the releasing
of the desire to get it
all done, a time to
embrace and release
that life does and will go on
and continue. This, too, was
a reminder to release Are
you seeing the theme, the
message, that I was given
and wish to share? Look
within, look without, what
serves? What is ready to
release? What is ready to
rebuild? What is ready for
renewal? Are you ready to
trust? The time is now, the
time is ripe, the time is right
to do the work, do your work.
For the work you do, touches
others, touches your community, inside and out...Aho!
Mitakuye Oyasin!
~Renea Mahaffey

“Grandma Moon

As we went to sleep, once
again, we were reminded of the
time, the time to rest, for the
snow arrived that night as we
slept and had other plans for
us as we awoke. Once again,

Sister Sun
Mother Earth
We are One…”
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Notes from the Board of Directors
The Kunsi Keya Tamakoce Board of Directors’ role is to ensure the financial,
operational, and spiritual well being of the Kunsi Keya Tamakoce community
by managing all fiscal and programmatic operations and by ensuring fidelity
between our mission and our community practices. There are currently six
members on the KKT Board of Directors: Pam Alexander (President), Dr.
Sayra Pinto (Vice-Chair), Kristin Wilson (Secretary), Anne Benedetto, Kevyn
Radcliffe, and Dr. Wren Walker Robbins.
KKT’s Board of Directors is highly representative of KKT’s constituency. It is
currently 100% GLBTQ and 50% Native. We are highly diverse in terms of
life experience, educational backgrounds, professional work, places of residence, and cultural background. Members’ involvement with our community
ranges between 30 years to 4 years. Elders on the board often serve the
critical role of passing on meaningful stories about the ongoing 30+ year effort of creating this community and its organizational structure. After all, it is
very difficult to create a 501(c3) organization that stands in both a representative and generative role on behalf of two-spirit, queer, GLBT, women
who have a commitment to lift up women of color in such a way that they can
partake as central protagonists in the enactment of millennial-old indigenous
ceremonies that seek to reconstitute us as whole human beings. If this was
a simple endeavor, it is possible that our world would look and feel very differently than it does these days. Unfortunately, we are not there yet.
The Board of Directors plays the role of being a buffer between the mainstream world that generates hierarchical and litigious organizations as a default structure for organizational life and a world where ethical actions serve
as the main manner in which we make decisions and form alliances. This is
a task that requires trust between board members and a high tolerance for
operating in an environment with little to no institutional support mainly because the way in which organizational success and credibility are gauged in
the mainstream world often would require the Board of Directors of KKT to
proceed in ways that are opposed to the way our community operates. The
Board of Directors inhabits a place of tension that should not be resolved because if it were to be resolved it would mean one of two things: we may have
departed completely from our task to maintain spiritual fidelity in the effort to
establish ourselves as a viable “company” in the eyes of the status quo; or
we would have abandoned our concern for organizational viability altogether.
The second instance would lead us away from our goal to secure land for
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perpetuity under the banner of the KKT community and to maintain an open
organizational/communal life that would welcome all indigenous people and
their allies into our hearth.
Over the past year, this Board of Directors has focused primarily on establishing trust by accomplishing the following:
Developing, approving and engaging in a multi-year strategic plan seeking to firstly formalize all aspects of operations under the KKT umbrella
Developing, approving and communicating our annual budget of $21,000
per year
Re-examining, amending, and approving organizational bylaws
Revamping financial management structures
These tasks have largely been conducted through our bi-weekly meetings
in addition to many hours of effort outside of formal meetings times and
have included all members of the board. As a result of this work, you will
begin to see:
Increased transparency in fiscal reporting, a request from the community
that we have been working arduously to fulfill
Increased transparency in operations as a result of renewed KKT bylaws
Increased program activities in addition to our annual Sundance Ceremony, a program of KKT under the purview of the Board of Directors,
such as training opportunities in partnership with MassCircles
Increased collaborations between KKT and other organizations such as
the Clarina Howard Nichols Center, MassCircles, and Solutionary
Apothecary
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to express our gratitude for the
opportunity to serve this community. We gather bi-weekly with love in our
hearts, open minds, and open hands. We put all of our talents, experiences, and passion at work to ensure our long term well
being and our adherence to our highest hopes for us
as a community and for the world.
Sayra Pinto ~ was born in Honduras. She migrated with her family to

the U.S. in 1985. She has spent most of her life working to build leaders
in communities of color. In addition, she has worked with families, organizations, and institutions to transform communities. She has a B.A. from
Middlebury College, an MFA from Goddard College, and a Ph.D. from the
Union Institute & University. She has been a part of the Kunsi Keya
Tamakoce community for the past four years.
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Kristin Wilson
Secretary
Kristin joined Kunsi Keya
Tamakoce around 2011
when she first experienced the wholeness of
life and community at
Sundance. She now
serves the organization as the Secretary
of the Board, and she
serves the community
as a member of the
Supporter's Council.
Kristin is the cofounder of Solutionary
Apothecary. She is
committed to working
with with organizations, groups, and individuals seeking a greater
wholistic sense of wellbeing by implementing
anti-oppression and inter-

sectional frameworks.
She brings healing and
compassion into her work
on dismantling the White

within the non-profit, private, and government
sectors specializing in
women’s empowerment,
therapy, domestic violence, child protective
services, anti-racism,
spirit-centered work,
GLBTQ initiatives, youth
work, leadership development, and wholistic healing.
She is a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker with a
MSW from Smith College
School for Social Work.
Kristin studied at SouthSupremacy Structure to west College of Naturodevelop a sense of
pathic Medicine, Appalawholeness within oneself, chian State University,
in community, and on the and the University of TenEarth. Kristin has worked nessee
An Invisible thread connects those
who are destined to meet, regardless of
Time, Place, or Circumstance.
The Thread may stretch or tangle,

Sundance 2017
July 7 - July 16

but it will Never Break.
May you be open to each thread
that comes into your life…
the Golden ones and the Coarse ones…
and may you weave them into a
Brilliant and Beautiful Life
~Zen to Zany / facebook
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Many Moons ago, our Sundance was held in a remote
part of
California near Garberville. Back then we had to change the location of
Sundance every 4 years, which required building a new arbor, kitchen, port-opotty etc. every 4 years. This story takes us back to the last Sundance we held
on Rocky and Sky’s land.
Those were the days my friends. Days when wood did not show up cut
and split on a truck; we had to forage wood for the fire and saw it by hand for
we had no electric. Days when the only water was hauled in from Kettenpom 6
miles away on an old logging road. Days when we dug a hole in the ground for a
toilet that had a 360 degree panoramic scenic view. Days when we had to
squat on the land to pee and often had to pull cactus out of our rear ends.
Days when it took me 2 or 3 days travel time to get to Sundance.
Beverly and I and a few others began the process of creating sacred ceremonial space. It began with Beverly emerging from the woods with 2 trees under her arms! I was amazed. Meanwhile there was much work to be done as
we anticipated the arrival of supporters. I figured it would take them time to
travel up a steep dirt road with no guardrails. We waited and waited and the total number of dancers and supporters was 11
Since some prior Sundances had over 100+ women and all Sundances
had many helping hands, I looked Beverly in the eye and said “Beverly are we
going to have Sundance this year?” Beverly’s response was not verbal. She
glared at me with Thunder in her eyes and I got the message. Cancelling Sundance was not an option.
Beverly told me I had to drum. I was not up for it. So Beverly sat at the
drum and it was clear it was not her role. She was being flakey with the stick.
My role that year was head drummer (I learned how to be in spirit and still
count and be present at the drum simultaneously) I
ran all the sweats, served rocks and was fire coordinator. We, All 11 of us, had to multi task to create
this ceremony. Till this day, I have no idea how I/We
managed to do this. I guess spirit carried me/Us.
For me, every Sundance has at least one profound
lesson. This Sundance the lesson was

UNITY IS
MORE IMPORTANT
THAN NUMBERS
To All My Relations

Ann Benedetto
has been attending and
supporting our
Sundance for
many years.

Please send submissions for our quarterly newsletter to Elissa Rose at
norulesincoloring@gmail.com

Sharron Proulx-turner

http://www.mhfh.co
m/proulx-turnersharron-marguerite/

Always
In
Our
hearts

"I'm Sharron with two r's" is how
this gentle, wise, Metis woman introduced herself to the Kunsi Keya Community. A Sundancer for several years,
she came to Kunsi Keya to learn from
Unci how to conduct a women only
Sundance ceremony. Sharron learned
from Unci, not only by participating in
Sundance, yet also from spending the
summer recording Unci's life story and
eventually turning the transcript into
Unci's first book, "One Bead at a
Time".
returned to Canada to Sundance because she
wanted to be able to dance with her son and
Sharron was a teacher. Every in- daughter.
teraction with Sharron included a
teaching about how to conduct yourSharron taught us songs, passed down stoself, interact with medicines, respect
ries, made us laugh from the core, and saw bethe environment and our families, and yond the exterior of everyone with whom she inone another.
teracted. Sharron HONORED her relatives.
Every one of them.
Every sweat lodge with Sharron
was sure to enrich your life with one of
She was not afraid to join the spirit world.
her stories about how to live in harmo- She said traveling would be less expensive. She
ny and balance with all of our relatives. looked forward to visiting all of the different
sweat lodges, Sundances, and homes of those
Committed to her family, she
she loved. Wishing you blessed rest, peace, and
brought her granddaughter Jessania to ease on your journey, dear sister Sharron.
Sundance one summer. Yet, Sharron
~Lushanya Echeverria

Kunsi Keya Tamakoce
POBox 55
Huntington, VT 05462
802-434-5359
Donate to Kunsi Keya today!

Its tax deductable
Kunsi Keya Tamakoce is a
501c3 non profit organization
Board of Directors
Pam Alexander
Ann Benedetto
Dr. Sayra Pinto
Kevyn Radcliff
Dr. Wren Walker Robbins
Kristin Wilson
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