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Libby Elliott

From: Drew DeBerry

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2015 4:00 PM

To: Libby Elliott; Kara Crawford; Mike Goldman

Cc: Jerry Strickland

Subject: FW: White House Blog: How We’re Welcoming Syrian Refugees While Ensuring Our Safety

F

I)rcu i,)’&’rr

J’Oilcl’ l)ij’ctir
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- 1 bhtt

From: Kim Snyder

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2015 3:53 PM

To: Daniel Hodge <dthgov.texas.gov>; Robert Allen <rea@gov.texas.gov>; Drew DeBerry <Drew.DeBerrygov.texas.gov>

Subject: EW: White House Blog: How We’re Welcoming Syrian Refugees While Ensuring Our Safety

From: White House Intergovernmental Affairs [mailto:IGA@whoeop.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2015 3:48 PM

Subject: White House Blog: How We’re Welcoming Syrian Refugees While Ensuring Our Safety

Please see below for a blog post by Deputy National Security Advisor Amy Pope regarding the United

States’ response to the Syrian refugee crisis. You can read the blog post HERE.

How We’re Welcoming Syrian Refugees While Ensuring Our Safety

by Deputy National Security Advisor Amy Pope

Posted November 17, 2015 at 3:16 PM ET

Summary: Get the details on how the United States is responding to the Syrian refugee crisis.

The President’s number one priority -- and my focus every day -- is the safety and security of the

American people. At the President’s direction, bolstered by a global coalition of 65 partners, we are takin

the fight to ISIL -- working together to degrade and ultimately destroy the terrorist group.

The tragic event in Paris last week was a horrific attack on humanity, but we have always said that

defeating an enemy as dangerous and determined as ISIL will be a long fight. Now, even as we intensify

our efforts in coordination with our partners to take ISIL out, we cannot turn our backs on those most

threatened by the terrorist group.

The refugees that have captivated so much attention in the wake of Friday’s attack are fleeing precisely

the type of senseless slaughter that occurred in Paris. To slam the door in their faces -- to decide not to

help when we know that we can help -- would be a betrayal of our values. It would be un-American.

That’s why, once it was concluded that we can do it safely, the President announced a plan to resettle at

least 10,000 Syrian refugees in the United States next year. We remain steadfastly committed to that

plan because it is consistent with our values and our national security.
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Libby Elliott

From: Bodisch, Robert <Robert.Bodisch@dps.texas.gov

Sent: Wednesday, November 25, 2015 7:25 AM

To: Daniel Hodge; Julia Rathgeber; Robert Allen; McCraw, Steven; Libby Elliott; Bodisch, Ro

Subject: Sen. Sessions Reveals 12 Refugee-Jihadis Charged this Year, Hopes to Shrink Obama’s 2016

Refugee Budget

.and these are just 2015.

Sen. Sessions Reveals 12 Refugee-Jihaths Charged this Year, Hopes to
Shrink Obama’s 2016 Refugee Budget

AFP PI-IOTO / SITE INTELLIGENCE GROUP

by efl MUnr024 Nov 20151944

Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) is out with a list of 12 vetted refugees who

quickly joined jihad plots to attack the United States.

He’s spotlighting the refugees-turned-jihadis because he’s trying to prod GOP leaders into halting Congress

normal practice of giving the president huge leeway to import foreign migrants and refugees into the Unitec
States.

This year, Obama is promising to bring in an extra 10,000 low-skill, potentially difficult-to-integrate Syrian

migrants into the United States. Sessions and other critics fear he’ll use his many powers — and Congress’
autopilot funding for refugee programs — to bring in far more than 10,000 migrants.

In fact, from 2010 to 2015, Obama has allowed more than 200,000 low-skill migrants from Central
American to enter the United States, and then disappear into the nation’s growing population of at least ii

million illegal immigrants.

Obama says the new refugees will be vetted. But top security officials say the Syrians can’t be vetted becaus

the U.S doesn’t know what they were doing in Syria before they applied for refugee status.

Besides, many of the jihad attempts in the United States are launched by the children of Muslim refugees

and migrants. That list include the two Chechen brothers who bombed the Boston Marathon, and Anwar al
Awlaki who was killed by a U.S missile strike when he fled to Yemen after the 9/11 atrocity. That means the

Americans’ federal government is actively importing national-security problems that will eventually cost

billions of dollars to manage, but cannot be eliminated.

Congressional leaders will set funding levels, and possible curbs, during the December appropriations

debate.



. OH February 5, 2015, in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, Ramiz
Zijad Hodzic — a native of Bosnia, and a purported Bosnian war hero vho came to the United State
as a refugee — was charged with conspiring to provide material support and resources to terrorists,
with providing material support to terrorists, and conspiring to kill and maim persons in a foreign
country. According to the indictment, among other things, Hodzic obtained money that he used to
“purchase materials and supplies including: United States military uniforms, tactical combat boot,
military surplus goods, tactical gear and clothing, firearms accessories, optical equipment and range
finders, rifle scopes, equipment, and supplies... intending that the materials and supplies would
thereafter be transferred to, and used to support” Abdullah Ramo Pazara and ISIS. Indictment

On february 5, 2015, in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, Sedina
Unkic Hodzic — the wife of Ramiz Zijad Hodzic, and a native of Bosnia who came to the United
States as a refugee — was charged with conspiring to provide material support and resources to
terrorists, and providing material support to terrorists. According to the indictment, Sedina, along
with her husband, collected money from third parties and wired it to terrorists abroad. Also accordin
to the indictment, Sedina shipped six boxes of U.S. military uniforms, combat boots, tactical clothing
and gear, military surplus items, firearms accessories, rifle scopes, optical equipment, first aid
supplies, and other equipment to terrorists abroad. Indictment

• On february 5, 2015, in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, Armin
Harcevic — a native of Bosnia who came to the United States as a refugee, and subsequently adjuste
to Lawful Permanent Resident status — was charged with conspiring to provide material support and
resources to terrorists, and with providing material support to terrorists. According to the Indictmen
Harcevic collected money from third parties and wired it and his own funds to terrorists
abroad. Indictment

• On february 5, 2015, in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, Nihad
Rosic — a native of Bosnia who sources indicate came to the United States as a refugee, adjusted to
Lawful Permanent Resident status, and subsequently applied for and received citizenship — was
charged with conspiring to provide material support and resources to terrorists, providing material
support to terrorists, and conspiring to kill and maim persons in a foreign country. According to the
indictment, Rosic sent funds to terrorists abroad, and attempted to travel to Syria to join terrorists in
Syria and Iraq. According to press accounts, Rosic was a truck driver and former mixed martial arts
fighter who had previously been charged with endangering the welfare of a child after punching a
woman in the face while she held a child, and in a separate incident, was charged with assault after
allegedly beating his girlfriend with a belt. indictment

• On february 5, 2015, in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, Medih
Medy Salkicevic — a native of Bosnia who sources indicate came to the United States as a refugee,
adjusted to Lawful Permanent Resident status, and subsequently applied for and received citizenship
— was charged with conspiring to provide material support and resources to terrorists, and providing
material support to terrorists. According to press accounts, Salkicevic was formerly an employee with
a cargo company that deals with items coming in and out of Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport.
According to the indictment, Salkicevic collected money from third parties and wired it and her own
funds to terrorists abroad. indictment
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Ana Vargas

From: DrewDeBerry
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 8:55 PM
To: Jerry Strickland
Cc: Daniel Hodge; Robert Allen; Julia Rathgeber; Reed Clay; Kara Belew; Matt Hirsch; Wes

Hambrick
Subject: Re: DRAFT: Letter to McConnell and Ryan on Refugees

Two minor observation

Drew DeBerry
Policy Director
Texas Governor Greg Abbott

> On Dec 31, 2015, at 12:13 PM, Jerry Strickland <Jerry.Strickland@gov.texas.gov> wrote:
>

> Here is the latest version of the refugee legislation letter for sending on January 4 or 5. It currently includes five states,

with one more state (LA) a possibility.
>

> Please look through this letter and let me know if you have any issues.
>

>Thankyou.
> Jerry
>

> <Refugee Letter to House Senate 1.4.2016.docx>

1



With regard to Syrian refugees already in Texas, Drew wanted to know

i ‘ .

Optimum data would include the folloiing at a minimum:

• Complete name and any name changes

iOpnnts

• DNA swab

• Historical records/documents regarding country/city of origin, etc.
• General occupation

• Currentaddress

• Info on relatives/friends in U. S.

• Sunni/Shia/Christian/Other



Ana Vargas

From: Kara Belew
Sent: Monday, January04, 2016 11:21 AM
To: Ky Ash; John Hryhorchuk
Subject: FW: Report for your review EOD Friday
Attachments: Report Proof 01042016.pdf

Please review and provide me your edits.

From: Anna Marie Thompson
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:08 AM

To: Daniel Hodge <dth@gov.texas.gov>; Drew DeBerry <Drew.DeBerry@gov.texas.gov>; Erin Hodges

<Erin.Hodges@gov.texas.gov>; Julia Rathgeber <Julia.Rathgeber@gov.texas.gov>; Matt Hirsch

<Matt.Hirsch@gov.texas.gov>; Reed Clay <Reed.Clay@gov.texas.gov>; Robert Allen <rea@gov.texas.gov>; Bryan Daniel

<Bryan.Daniel@gov.texas.gov>; Kara Belew <Kara.Belewgov.texas.gov>

Subject: Report for your review EOD Friday

Team: Welcome back and Happy New Year. Attached for your review by end of day Friday is a proposed Report to the

People of Texas from the Governor. We hope to publish this online Jan. 25ish.

Backgro u nd:

The Governor provides a biennial State of the State address to the people of Texas in the odd-numbered legislative

years. In these public remarks to a joint session of the Texas House and Senate, the Governor offers an overview of the

economic health of the state, his vision for the future of Texas and his priorities for the legislators in the session ahead.

Objective:

Notes:
All:

•

• A few small items in red I am updating.

• You may make your edits in the pdf using the sticky note function, or just send me an email with edits or

questions.
•

• The Report is not exhaustive but should be fairly representative.

Drew:
Bryan
Kara.

Format:
• he Report will be posted in a pdf format on the OOG website

and pushed out to the media.

• the Report will be posted in several sections over the

course of a week.

• A social media campaign, including video shorts, will precede the laun



• An op ed from the Governor with a customized lede will be sent to the smaller regional media market

• A long-form montage video, and perhaps a small-town Texas tour, will mark the completion of the Report

posting.

Many thanks.

Anna Marie Thompson
Media & Communications Office of the Governor
512.936.3386

2




