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Mr. Bolton,
I would like to express some foreign policy concerns that I have with you regarding the tensions
between the government of India and Pakistan as well as the United States withdrawing troops from
some countries. As to the recent tensions occurring between the government of India and the
government of Pakistan due to the Pulwama terrorist attack, I am hoping that the White House will take
action to address the recent tensions between those two countries. I do not like the hostile tensions
between those two nuclear powers and I think that it would be a great idea for White House officials to
send communication to representatives of both the governments of India and Pakistan and that White
House and DOS officials will work on a plan of action as to resolving the tensions between both India
and Pakistan. I do believe that it would be a great idea for officials at the White House to send
invitations to senior officials of the government of India and the government of Pakistan to the White
House for talks, such as an official dinner or something like that. I do believe that if such an event
occurred, I would hope that senior White House officials would be able to discuss the "safe haven
issues" with senior government officials of Pakistan and I also believe that both senior government
officials of India and Pakistan would be able to talk with one another as to how they believe that will be
able to de-escalate tensions between one another and coming up with an official resolution to this issue.
It would not be in the best interests for the international community as a whole for two
countries that possess nuclear weapons to engage in war games against one another or for them to
engage in some type of armed conflict against the other. I strongly believe that having talks between
senior officials of both the government of India and Pakistan with one another could help to avoid
something like that from occurring in the future. If the White House decides to do so in which I am
hoping occurs, I would like senior White House officials to make sure that they bring up combatting
extremist entities in Pakistan with senior officials of the government of Pakistan and maybe even
discussing some type of status of force agreement with the government of Pakistan as to combating
extremist entities that are carrying out acts of aggression throughout the world.2 The government of
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Since the United States has canceled approximately 1.3 billion dollars in aid to the government of Pakistan due to
the safe haven concerns, I do believe that if talks do occur, maybe the United States would be able to use its 1.3
billion dollars in canceled aid to go after extremist entities that are involved in acts of aggression throughout the
world as well as being involved in nation building. Nation building is an important foreign policy objective that I do
believe would help demolish extremist entities once people have something to live for. Only going after extremist
entities as a foreign policy objective is not the best way as to completely stopping extremist entities.
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Pakistan needs to understand how unwillingness or their failure to address extremist entities that are
involved in acts of aggression does have negative impacts on the world and that it does contribute to
regional instability and tensions.
Lastly, I would also like to raise concerns over the United States withdrawing troops from
Afghanistan.3 I am really concerned that doing so would have devastating effects on Afghanistan,
Pakistan, India as well as the rest of the international community. I do believe that the United States
needs to keep troops in Afghanistan for now. I do not believe that Afghanistan as a country is ready for
the withdrawal of Untied States troops from that country. I do disagree with the White House not
working on being involved in nation building in Afghanistan. I do believe that nation building with regard
to Afghanistan needs to be a foreign policy objective of the United States as well as countries that have
a major impact on the international community. If the White House does change their mind on the
nation building issue with regard as to Afghanistan, something that I am confident would benefit from
nation building as a foreign policy objective of the United States, would be the Ring Road. I am
concerned that the unfinished but extremely important Ring Road could fail. The Ring Road failing is the
last thing that the international community needs because if it does fail, the government of Afghanistan
is going to face survival challenges.

Respectfully,
Isaiah X. Smith4

3

I am also in opposition to the United States currently withdrawing troops from Syria. I do believe that doing so
would create harm to assisted groups that the United States supports in Syria. Assisted groups in Syria would see
that move by the United States as ourselves turning our backs on them and ourselves setting them up for failure.
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