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HEALTH CARE AND THE OTHER
It’s been front page news for months now, but it really has been just under the
surface of discussions within the halls of Congress since it’s inception. Repeal
(and Replace) has been the mantra of the Republican Party since the Affordable
Care Act as been the law of the land. For the last 7 years the first question for me
has always been, “replace with what”? The silence has been deafening, until recently, when we learned that the replacement – or outright repeal of the ACA
would result in anywhere from 20-36 million more people being left either without health insurance coverage, or the need to “choose” affordable coverage that
is unusable due to high deductibles and co-pays, or insurance that is too expensive. The number of uninsured will be closer to 53.5 million people when the
new numbers are added to those who currently are uninsured (http://
www.cnbc.com/2016/06/13/obamacare-repeal-would-lead-to-24million-more-people-without-health-insurance.html). To watch this
debacle unfold, one has to eventually ask the question(s), Why? How did we get
here? Is it truly out of a sense of bettering the country that these plans are offered, and if so, how is the country made better? Or, at the other extreme, is the
insistence to pursue this course done so out of hatred (yes, this is a strong word,
but is there another?) of the former president? And, we follow this course because he was “of the other party”? And then there all the variations of a theme
that lie in between.
How are we to approach such issues? How might the eyes, ears, and heart of
faith change the focus of such an issue (of all issues) and the constant reduction
to economic implications? Is the bottom line to (always) be – how much will it
cost? Or the obverse, how much will we save over “x” years? As if any of that will
bear out. And why isn’t such a metric applied to other such economic issues like
– education, the military, infrastructure? Maybe they question in part should be,
what will it cost if we don’t do these things?
(Continued on page 5)
Health Care and the Other

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Send Me Your Tired..........................1
Barnyard Roundup ...........................2
Pictures ..............................................2
Dwelling In The Word ......................3
Religious Freedom ............................3
Novel Ideas ........................................6
Reformation ......................................6

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
•

an Imam, Mohammed Mahmoud
shielded the driver from harm,
telling the furious mob: "Do not
touch him," undoubtedly saving
the man’s life and halting further
injury or death.

•

The Lutheran Confessions state
“the power of church and civil
government must not be mixed ...
[while] both be held in honor and
acknowledged as a gift and blessing” (Augsburg Confession, Article 28).

BARNYARD ROUNDUP!!!
July 31 - August 4
"What is the Barnyard Roundup VBS?
In Barnyard Roundup VBS, your children learn that Jesus,
our Good Shepherd,
gathers us together!
They’ll look into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and explore five farm-tastic Bible accounts that teach us how
God is with us, provides for all our needs, and protects us
now and forever! Jesus, our Savior, cares, provides, leads,
and forgives us! "
Gather 'Round Songs, Skits
Storytelling, Science in the Sheep Pen
Bible Challenge, Bales of Fun Games
Bountiful Blessing Snacks, Udderly Cool Crafts
Family Night Thursday!
Contact Michelle to find out what you can do!
541.297.0050 or magoo@presys.comVBS

Jesus, our Good Shepherd, gathers us together!
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Dwelling in the Word

7th Sunday after Pentecost- July 23,
2017
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

"Let both (the weeds and the wheat)
grow together until the harvest; and
at harvest time I will tell the reapers,
Collect the weeds first and bind them
in bundles to be burned, but gather
the wheat into my barn."

ELCA PRESIDING
BISHOP WORLD REFUGEE DAY MESSAGE

I find this to be an absolutely fascinating parable.

1.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Today is World Refugee Day. Observed every year on June 20, this is a day
when we commemorate the strength, courage and perseverance of millions
of refugees worldwide.
There are more people fleeing war and persecution than ever before. We are
now facing the largest global refugee crisis, with over 65 million people forcibly displaced from their countries. Twenty-one million of those who are displaced are refugees. The United States opens its doors to less than 1 percent
of the world's refugees – 85,000 refugees entered our country in 2016.
In Matthew 25:35, Jesus said, "I was a stranger and you welcomed me." As
people of faith, we are called to welcome the stranger and to walk alongside
vulnerable refugees living in untenable situations. This support is critical in
providing protection and hope for those who have fled persecution because
of their race, religion, nationality, political views and/or associations.
As we recognize the global refugee crisis, let us also celebrate the many contributions that refugees make to our communities as they seek to stabilize
their lives and build on their dreams. In this regard, we appreciate all the
efforts of our congregations – in collaboration with Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service – that are welcoming refugees and providing many forms of
hospitality.
It is also important to acknowledge the excellent work being done by The
Lutheran World Federation, of which we are a member. These programs assist thousands of refugees every day who have fled their homes, such as
South Sudanese now in Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia; Burundians in Tanzania;
Somalis, Eritreans and Sudanese in Ethiopia; and Syrians in Jordan, just to
name a few.

First of all I get it, but it doesn't translate
well to a rain forest ecology like that in
which many of us live. There are no "weeds"
in the rain forest. Diversity is king!
2.
Diversity is king in lots of things actually.
Wheat farmers (like the church?) seek to
impose a single matrix for life on soil that
wants to host diversity - wheat only. This is
unnatural in all environments, but useful for
some purposes. Today the Church is paying
the price of trying to impose a narrow,
European model of Christendom in North
America. The "new matrix" brought to this
country has never really taken, has it. At
least not in Oregon. Do you fight that, or
learn from it?
That said, let's nonetheless dive into the parable.
Assuming we know the difference between
weeds and wheat, (and simple polarities are hard
to maintain these days!); and assuming that
we've decided weeds have no value to our work,
(true in one way for farming, not so true I don't
think for mission!); and assuming we have ready
workers to either weed or feed as we direct . . .
what is Jesus saying here?
Jesus is saying, "It's not that simple!"
Ignoring all my "rain forest" concerns, and
possible imposition of a foreign, social matrix after all of that . . . once we're back to simple
weeds and wheat again, it's still not that simple.
Roots intertwine. Things grow together. We are
in strange and wonderful (or not so wonderful)
ways mutually dependent upon one another. Or,
if not dependent, at least yoked together. So
"No" - don't pull up the weeds.
What does that leave? I think it leaves
"understand the weeds." "Know that your vitality
and success will parallel their vitality and success." For now we grow together, side by side, in
lock step, what benefits them benefits us and
visa versa. What does this mean?
Indeed, "What does this mean?"
Joy,
Bp. Dave Brauer-Rieke

World Refugee Day offers an opportunity for us to stand in solidarity with
people who have been forced to leave their homes. Today and every day we
pray for peace for all the children of God created in God's image.
In Christ,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
(Continued on page 5)
World Refugee Day
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GRACE AND MERCY
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Contact Us:
Give us a call for more information
about our services and ministries.
Grace and Mercy L.C.
POB 1108
Hermiston, OR 97838
(541) 289-4535 (church cell)
(509) 398-0258 (pastor’s cell)

(Continued from page 1)
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How do the eyes of faith change our view of the other? This is not a Conservative-Liberal polemic I’m suggesting but one of equality, community,
our responsibility to and for the other. Maybe we should ask, how do we see
Jesus in the one who is being threatened with the safety net of health care?
If we don’t enter into the struggle for the least of these, can we enter into a
place of worship and justly plead our own cause? Is there a connection between our care and advocacy for the powerless and our worship of God who
emptied God’s own self for us? Are we not to mirror this same self sacrifice?

gandmlutheran@gmail.com
graceandmercylutheran.org
Visit us on Facebook at Grace and
Mercy Lutheran Church
Worship: Sunday Morning @ 8:45 @
First United Methodist Church, 191
E. Gladys

As you can see, this is not a simple issue to deal with, even if we limit it to
fiscal questions. What does seem clear is a question that is not being asked,
how do I see Jesus in the other?

(Continued from page 3)
World Refugee Day

Presiding Bishop
--About the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America:
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United
States, with more than 3.7 million
members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in
the Caribbean region. Known as the
church of "God's work. Our hands,"
the ELCA emphasizes the saving
grace of God through faith in Jesus
Christ, unity among Christians and
service in the world. The ELCA's roots
are in the writings of the German
church reformer Martin Luther.
For information contact:
Candice Hill Buchbinder
773-380-2877
Candice.HillBuchbinder@ELCA.org

The priority of grace

The heart of the gospel and what

makes it so wildly powerful is the proclamation that “God, who is rich in
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved” (Eph. 2:4-5). In the realm of everyday life, this translates
into an affirmation of the worth and dignity of the human being regardless
of socioeconomic status, racial or ethnic identification, sexual orientation,
or physical or mental ability or disability. The intrinsic dignity of the human
being is anchored in nothing less than God and the irrevocable act performed by Christ on the cross on behalf of all humanity.

When we have been awakened to the fact
of God’s grace, we find ourselves solidly
anchored to the immutable promises of
the everlasting God. Only then do we experience God as a mighty fortress, as did
Luther and the psalmist before him—not
a fortress from whence to escape or hide
from the world but rather a place from
whence to courageously engage the world
moved by love and inspired by faith and hope. Furthermore, when we are
anchored in grace, we are also able to see the foolishness of seeking happiness in anything other than God, from the accumulation of wealth or power
to the pursuit of beauty or success.

Serving God’s People
Date

Reader

Refreshments

Aug 6

Phil Schmidt

Lee, Boyd, Wendling

Aug 13

Dawn Largé

Hertenstein, Largé

Aug 20

Regina Marks

Marks

Aug 27

McMichael

Jerry McMichael

Acolyte

Celebrations

Date

Celebration

Celebrant

Aug 2

Baptismal Birthday

Michael Armstrong

Aug 3

Anniversary

Steve and Joni Anderson

Aug 5

Baptismal Birthday

Victoria Armstrong

Aug 10

Birthday

Rosaline John

Aug 15

Birthday

Katriena Ford

Aug 17

Birthday

Jean Ruhl

Aug 19

Birthday

Misty Wilkinson

Aug 27

Birthday

Bob Kasari

Aug 30

Birthday

Barbara Hertenstein

Au g u s t 2 0 1 7

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
8a Coffee Group

2
9a Pastor @ Starbucks
10a Gather Study

Thu

3

Fri

4

Sat

5

Parent Nite @ VBS

Barnyard Roundup—Vacation Bible School @ FUMC @ 9a
Pastor Inch—Hermiston

6
9 Pentecost A
7
8:45a Worship & Communion 6:32a Next Text
10a Fellowship Hour
9:30a Next Text 2
11a FUMC Worship
4p Elvie Eisley Celebration

8
8a Coffee Group

13 10 Pentecost A
14
8:45a Worship & Communion 6:32a Next Text
10a Fellowship Hour
9:30a Next Text 2
11a FUMC Worship
5:30p Prison Ministry

15
8a Coffee Group

22
8a Coffee Group

9
9:30a Foot Clinic

10

11

12

16
9a Pastor @ Starbucks
10a Gather Study

17

18

19

23
9a Pastor @ Starbucks
10a Gather Study

24

25

26

6:30p Leadership
Team
Pastor Inch—Atlanta Conference

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

20 11 Pentecost A
21
8:45a Worship & Communion 6:32a Next Text
10a Fellowship Hour
9:30a Next Text 2
11a FUMC Worship

7p Tapping Into
Faith
Pastor Inch—Hermiston

27 12 Pentecost A
28
8:45a Worship & Communion 6:32a Next Text
10a Fellowship Hour
9:30a Next Text 2
11a FUMC Worship
5:30p Novel Ideas
Pastor Inch—Hermiston

29
8a Coffee Group

30
9a Pastor @ Starbucks

31

