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THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS….
John 1:5

For many, this is a very hard time of year. Probably the hardest. All the rush and
excitement of Christmas is “over,” and there is nothing left but the clean up. All
the “goodwill towards…” whomever, has been spent and everything is back to
normal. The lines are even longer, if that is possible, in the effort to return/
exchange/buy the perfect gift that wasn’t received just a few weeks ago. And despite having passed through the winter solstice, its still DARK when you rise out
of bed and get off work! And to add insult to injury, its overcast and getting
colder. Happy New Year and welcome to Epiphany!
And so we mark this time of year with an event and season that we call Epiphany. The story begins with magi who follow a star, who query a king, who visit a
small town to pay homage to the one who’s star they had followed. Their understanding that the unusual star indicated the birth of someone, something, spectacular. The season follows upon this. We begin to follow the story of the one
they came to find—his baptism, ministry, and eventually his Transfiguration—
each of these revealing something unique and special about this one. Each shedding a little more “light” on the subject, if you will. And, as we follow this story,
the light does indeed get brighter and stronger.
Our story begins in promise—”the Light shines in the darkness:—not just the
physical darkness of this time of the year, but the darkness of our lives and actions. We are battered by darkness in more ways than can be identified—war,
famine, pestilence—is often the descriptors that are used. We live in fear of rhetoric getting out of hand in order to project a posture of strength; we look around
to place blame on one “not like me” as the one responsible for my misfortune;
we consider the world around as my own oyster to do with what we will despite
the consequence to climate and all the various critters that inhabit this planet
that we call home. “And the darkness has not overcome it,” the promise continues. Despite what we think or how we choose to interpret the events around us,
and it looks pretty grim most of the time, the one who is Light and Life will not
be overcome by darkness but instead will overcome the darkness.
(Continued on page 5)
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
• All the “goodwill towards…”
whomever has been spent
and everything is back to
normal.
• The hope of Christmas was
fulfilled on Good Friday.

Dwelling in the Word

JUST THIS.

Advent 4 - December 24,
2017
Luke 1:26-38

JUST NOW
I was driving to work one day
thinking about my schedule –
the meetings I needed to attend, reports I needed to finish, preparations for upcoming travel, email, phone calls,
and making a grocery list in
my head so that I could pick up what I needed for supper on the way
home from work. All of a sudden, I found myself pulling into the parking garage at the Lutheran Center. I had driven the 9 miles to work and
had no idea how I got there. I didn’t remember the traffic lights, the
turns, the scenery – nothing. I had been so absorbed in what was coming up that I was completely oblivious to the present. I think this experience is not unique to me. We set part of our lives on autopilot and set
the planning, list-making, what if scheduling part on overdrive. Now,
planning is a good and necessary thing. One ought to be aware of what
is coming up and what needs to be done, but I found that I was so driven by the contingencies and possibilities that I was everywhere all of the
time, and, therefore, not anywhere at all. I asked my spiritual director
about this, and she recommended that I meditate on these four words:
“Just this. Just now.” It’s a simple discipline but not an easy one. It can
alleviate all that anticipatory stress but only if we are willing to be still.
Here we are in Advent. This season doesn’t exist in secular culture
where everything is barreling toward Christmas. No time to wait, no
time to notice, no time to be present. Not this. Not now. All of a sudden,
we will find ourselves on the day after Christmas not knowing how we
got there. Advent is a holy season, a season that bids us to be present, to
be still. So much is evoked in this season – hope, longing, and the bittersweet awareness that the world
Just this. Just now
is beautiful and
broken. Consider
all of these things.
Sit with them.
Pray with them. Be
aware of this time
of great promise
that comes, at
least in the Northern Hemisphere,
when night is
longest. Come,
Lord Jesus. Wait
for the Lord. Dis-

Yes. Sunday is Christmas
Eve. It is also the fourth
Sunday in Advent. Light a
fourth candle as in the
morning and pray for
presence. Then, feed your
people on hope and celebrate the birth of Jesus in
the evening!
But first . . .
“Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor
with God. And now, you
will conceive in your
womb and bear a son,
and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him
the throne of his ancestor
David . . ." Luke 1:18-38
For four weeks we have lit
candles in hope and expectation. We seek the
fullness of God and the
peace of a just and compassionate politic. Christians believe God's reign
in Christ Jesus our Lord
offers this fullness. Today, as if John's poverty
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Simeon and Anna Thank God
Luke 2
From Thru-the-Bible Coloring Pages © 1986,1988 Standard Publishing.
Used by permission. Reproducible Coloring Books may be purchased
from Standard Publishing, www.standardpub.com, 1-800-323-7543.
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engage the autopilot. Notice. Just this. Just now. Blessed Advent and merry
Christmas, dear church!
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton Presiding Bishop Evangelical Lutheran Church

Grace and Mercy L.C.
POB 1108
191 E. Gladys St.
Hermiston, OR 97838
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gandmlutheran@gmail.com
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Mercy Lutheran Church
Worship: Sunday Morning @ 8:45 @
First United Methodist Church, 191 E.
Gladys

Once
again
I am
over-

whelmed by your generosity.
Cindy and I thank you for the
many gifts we have received
this Christmas season. But
wait, there’s more…
To all who had a hand, voice,
camera, laughter, support… in
the production of the Children’s Christmas Program,
and you know who you are, all
of us thank you. We all have a
new vision of what shepherds
are like.
And, to all who “volunteered”
Christmas eve, I thank you.
This is one of my favorite services because of all the needed
singers, readers, players to
bring this service to fruition.

were not enough, an angel comes to a young woman - a "girl" if we are to be
wholly honest. And if John was "just a voice", Mary should be understood
as even less than this. She is one the world would have taken absolutely no
account of. She, like all young women of her time, had no voice, no place, no
presence.
Please notice that this conversation between Mary and Gabriel actually is a
conversation. What context would Mary have had for a "conversation" with
a being - or person - of power? None! Gabriel relates to Mary with a care
and respect she likely had never experienced before. This is the Kingdom of
God in action. Notice, respect, presence, empowerment - this is how it
works.
The best Annunciation sermon I've ever heard, also given by a young woman, finds the Gospel - and the "Annunciation" itself - in Mary's words, "Here
am I . . .' As a young woman, in a deeply patriarchal culture, occupied by a
foreign power, promised in marriage to an older man she probably did not
know, Mary had likely never found her "I". So, Gabriel, God's angel, comes
to Mary and invites her into covenant. "Covenant" is what defines our "I".
'If you will bear this child', suggests Gabriel, 'you will be the mother of the
Most High, and justice will come to your world.'
'Okay.' says Mary. It's a deal. "Here am I."
This story, like all our Advent texts, is a story that gives choice to those from
whom it has been taken, and power to those who have been forgotten. Mary
herself tells us this as she proclaims later on that God is 'lifting up the lowly
and bringing the powerful down from their thrones!' And Mary's experience
- likely for the first time - of being noticed, being asked, being empowered,
being entrusted with - this is what the coming of Christ means for all people.
Have you found your "I"? Has anyone invited you forward to serve and give
your all? Do you invite others to step forward? Do you notice, ask, empower, entrust? For Mary, and Christians to follow, our "I" hinges on the little
baby she bears.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly
we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Bp. Dave Brauer-Rieke

Serving God’s People
Date

Reader

Refreshments

Jan 7

Kathleen Madore

Madore Household

Jan 14

Rochelle Meyers

Meyers Household

Jan 21

Phil Schmidt

Lee, Boyd, Wendling

Jan 28

Dawn Largé

Hertenstein, Largé

Acolyte

Celebrations
Date

Celebration

Celebrant

Jan 1

Birthday

JoAn Hill

Jan 5

Birthday

David Marks

Jan 6

Birthday

Laura Meyers

Jan 6

Baptismal Birthday

Kj Inch

Jan 8

Birthday

Geri McMullen

Jan 9

Baptismal Birthday

Kari Inch

Jan 11

Birthday

Mildred Kasari

Jan 14

Birthday

Theron Armstrong

Jan 20

Birthday

Dylan Wilkinson

Jan 22

Birthday

Vanessa Lindley

Jan 31

Birthday

Dorothy Schmidt
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Sitting here reading this (again) up pops a quick news story showing babies hugging each other. Not one
given much to fate or coincidence, maybe this story is the story. The Light and Life is indeed loose in the
world and we have not been abandoned to our own devices. Love will find its way. Love will be expressed
in ways big and small. The story of Love will continue on to that point that it is fully revealed, on a hill,
on a cross, in an empty tomb, in bread and wine, in water and word, in a hug, a meal, a touch. All this,
and various ways, the light of Love will be made known.
Happy Epiphany. The Light shines in our darkness and is our Life.

January 2018
Sun

Mon
1

New Year’s
Day
6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text 2

Tue
2
8a Coffee Group
9:30a Church DeDecorating

Wed

Thu

3
9a Starbucks
10:30a Bible Study
w/ Pastor Jim

4

10
9a Starbucks
10a Gather Study
10:30a Bible Study
w/ Pastor Jim

11

17
9a Starbucks
9:30a Foot Clinic
10:30a Bible Study
w/ Pastor Jim

18

24
9a Starbucks
10a Gather Study
10:30a Bible Study
w/ Pastor Jim

25

Fri

Sat

5

6 Epiphany

12

13

19

20

26

27

11:30a Open Table
1p Quilters

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

7 Baptism of Jesus
8:45a Worship &
Communion
10a Education Hour

8
6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text 2

9
8a Coffee Group

11:30a Open Table
1p Quilters

6:30p Leadership

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

14 Epiphany 2
8:45a Worship &
Communion
10a Education Hour

15
6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text 2

16 MLKing Jr, Day
8a Coffee Group

11:30a Open Table
1p Quilters

5:30p Worship @
Prison
Pastor Inch—Hermiston

21 Epiphany 3
8:45a Worship &
Communion
10a Education Hour

22
6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text 2

23
8a Coffee Group

11:30a Open Table
1p Quilters

7p Tapping Into
Faith
Pastor Inch—Hermiston

28 Epiphany 4
8:45a Worship &
Communion
10a Education Hour

29
6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text 2

5:30 Novel Ideas

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

30
8a Coffee Group

31
9a Starbucks
10:30a Bible Study
w/ Pastor Jim

