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50 SHADES OF PURPLE
Easter was the first festival to emerge as a season of the Christian year. It was a
season of 50 days that celebrated the good news of the resurrection. In preparation to enter this important season, early Christians fasted on Saturday. They
met for worship at 6:00 p.m. and continued in prayer and meditation until
about 3 a.m. on Sunday, when they celebrated communion. Later, the fasting
was extended to include Friday, a period of 40 hours, to commemorate the time
Jesus’ body lay in the tomb. Later still, the period of fasting was extended to include Monday to Saturday or “Holy Week” as we know it.
The Season of Lent emerged out of the practice of preparing new converts for
baptism on Easter Eve or Easter Day. By the middle of the 4th century, a 40-day
preparation period had been established. During that time converts fasted, and
were taught the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. Later, Lent became a time for all
Christians to prepare for Easter. It remains a 40-day-long period, not counting
Sundays. Sundays are considered “little Easters,” celebrating the resurrection.
Although this 40-day period of preparation was originally intended for converts
(called “catechumens”) to Christianity, over the centuries many church members have voluntarily undertaken for their own self-discipline these 40 days of
penitence, fasting, and reflection on their baptismal vows. In some denominations, the season of Lent is the principal period for the preparation and nurture
of those who seek baptism, which often occurs at the Easter Vigil. Today the
Easter Vigil provides an opportunity for all of us to renew our baptismal vows.
The color used during Lent and Holy Week is purple, indicating a penitential
period. Some churches use a deep red on Passion/Palm Sunday and throughout
Holy Week. “Alleluias” are traditionally omitted from songs and prayers during
Lent in order to make the joyful alleluias of Easter more meaningful. Lent is also
a time to change the mood of the sanctuary through its decorations. Flowers are
not used. Candlesticks and crosses are simple wood, and banners and vestments
are simple in design and material.
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
•

we should be fostering a world
where each of us sees every person – regardless of race, origin,
ethnicity, gender or economic
status – in the image of God and,
therefore, worthy of dignity and
respect

•

In some denominations, the
season of Lent is the principal
period for the preparation and
nurture of those who seek baptism, which often occurs at the
Easter Vigil

Lent is no longer a time to enter into a period of excessive introspection, gloom,
and self-denial. However, it is appropriate to use the season as an opportunity to
(Continued on page 8)
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ELCA PRESIDING
BISHOP RESPONDS

January 12, 2018
Dear Friends,

1/12/2018 1:30:00 PM

I am very disappointed and
disturbed by the remarks that
President Donald Trump is
reported to have said yesterday – and confirmed by others who were present – in the context
of a discussion about immigration.
Regardless of the context, references of that kind have no place in
our civil discourse and, if true, reflect racist attitudes unbecoming
any of us, but especially a president of the United States.
Instead, we should be fostering a world where each of us sees every person – regardless of race, origin, ethnicity, gender or economic status – in the image of God and, therefore, worthy of dignity and respect. Our church has relationships and partnerships
with Christians and others on six continents. These are our sisters
and brothers. We strive to accompany them and they us, across
boundaries and cognizant of our diversity, yet all seeking the
common good. In working for a healed, reconciled and just world,
we all should faithfully strive to participate in God's reconciling
work, which prioritizes disenfranchised, vulnerable and displaced
people in our communities and the world, bearing witness – each
of us – to the love of God in Jesus Christ.
"We have before us the glorious opportunity to inject a new dimension of love into the veins of our civilization" —Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
God's peace,
Elizabeth A. Eaton
ELCA Presiding Bishop

I received an email from one of
our Oregon Synod pastors this
morning asking if I would write
something in response to the
“awful comments” that came out
of the White House yesterday. I
don’t often do requests, but I
understand the sense of deep
distress that this email reflects.
Early in President Trump’s first
year, last winter and spring, I
found myself writing a fair
amount around issues of the
“Muslim ban”, Immigration, Creation Care, and other issues
about which I felt we Christians
had important perspectives to
share. I thought at that time that
there might be a reasonable national debate taking place and
that we needed to be present. I
have not written anything of this
kind for many months now.
Why? For one thing, I do not see
any reasonable, national, conversation taking place any longer.
Everything today feels to me like
shouting, posturing and bullying.
And then, I have just lost my will
to write. For a time, I would say
to myself, “I don’t need to speak
to . . . whatever. God’s people see
the truth and will speak for
themselves.” Or I would read our
president’s latest tweet and think
to myself, “It is not my job to
respond every time President
Trump throws out an illconsidered tweet. I have other
work to do.” What I must confess, though, is that I have simply
grown numb to what feels like an
avalanche of disappointment and
disbelief around the current state
of American national politics.
(Continued on page 7)
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I AM A CHILD OF GOD
In 1 Corinthians 12:12 Paul describes how we are all members of
the body of Christ. You are not alone, nor is anyone in your family. Each of us is a member of the body of Christ—the worldwide
community of believers. Each of us is important to God. Use the
following craft and language activities from India to help your
family experience the joy of belonging to God's family.
Begin by showing the phrase "Nennu Devuni oka pillani," meaning "I am a child of God" in Telugu. Telugu is the language of Andhra Pradesh, a state in India where many Christian congregations are located. Show and tell others about being in God's family. On plastic sun visors (available at craft shops), use bright colored texture paints (in small bottles with writing tips) to print
"Nennu Devuni oka pillani." Add a cross, butterfly, or other faith
symbol. Or print the letters and symbols on tee-shirts. When others ask, explain what the words mean.
The peacock is the national bird of India. But the peacock also has
special meaning to Indian Christians as a symbol of Jesus' resurrection. Locate a picture of a peacock to make "Faith Sun Catchers." Provide two 5" x 8" index cards for each person. Cut out the
center of each card, leaving a 1" border all around. Cut or tear 5" x
8" (or slightly smaller) squares of colored plastic wrap. On each
square, draw a peacock with texture paints. (Be sure to leave a
one inch border.) When dry, carefully insert the plastic into the
frame and staple or glue the edges together. Hang in a sunny window.
Make a "Family of God" mobile. Collect pictures of your family
members. On a paper plate, print "Nennu Devuni oka pillani." On
the another plate print, "We are members of God's family." Staple
the plates to either side of a coat hanger. Punch holes along the
bottom of the plate and the pictures you have collected. Using
yarn or string, hang one picture from each hole. Every member of
the family could make his or her own mobile. Encourage older
children to help younger ones.
Learn to sing "God Is So Good" in the Telugu language (each syllable receives the same stress):
Manchi devudu (mahn-chee day-voo-doo)
Manchi devudu (mahn-chee day-voo-doo)
Manchi devudu (mahn-chee day-voo-doo)
Devudu naaku (day-voo-doo nah-ah-koo)
Pray this English adaptation
of a Telugu prayer: For food
and drink, for all kinds of
blessings, for gifts of the
Spirit, dear God, we praise
you. Amen.

A TIME TO BE DIRTY
People can get very dirty playing
ball or running around outside. If
that happens to you, someone
may tell you to go inside and take
a bath. But things are different
on Ash Wednesday. During that
day you may see people with
smudges of dirt on their foreheads. Those people have gone to
church and had the dirt put on
their foreheads on purpose. The
smudge stays on their foreheads
all day.
Actually the dirt is not dirt at all,
but ashes. Ashes are put on people's foreheads to remind them
that their lives follow the natural
cycle of all life. People live, and
people die. But that's not all that
Ash Wednesday has to tell us.
That day marks the beginning of
Lent, and during Lent we find
out that our lives don't end with
death. Instead we find out that
nothing separates us from God's
love. God loves us now, and God
always will. Putting ashes on
people's foreheads also reminds
us to look to God and remember
all that God has done for us. We
ask God to help us live in ways
that are good and which don't
hurt other people or damage our
world.
During Lent the music changes
in church. We don't sing
"Alleluia!" again until Easter, to
help us remember that Jesus
died for us. "Alleluia" means
"praise the Lord," and we shout
that word to express our joy on
Easter. On Ash Wednesday,
make a sign with the word
"alleluia" on it and put the sign in
a box until Easter.
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Transfiguration Maze
Can you find the way to Jesus, Moses, and Elijah on the mountain?

Last Words
Lenten Worship and Reflection
6:00pm—Soup Supper

7:00pm—Worship

Date

Host

Word

Feb 21

St. John’s Episcopal

Father, Forgive them...

Feb 28

Grace & Mercy

Today, you will be with me...

March 7

Faith Presbyterian

Behold, your son…

March 14

First United Methodist

My God, My God...

March 21

St. John’s Episcopal

Father, into your hands...

GRACE AND MERCY
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Contact Us:
Give us a call for more information
about our services and ministries.
Grace and Mercy L.C.
POB 1108
191 E. Gladys St.
Hermiston, OR 97838
(541) 289-4535 (church cell)
(509) 398-0258 (pastor’s cell)
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Yesterday it was reported that President Trump, behind closed doors, in conversation around immigration, asked why Americans would want more people from
“shithole countries” coming to our nation. Later in the day President Trump said
that the media was blowing his comments out of proportion. Today he has denied
saying this altogether. Forgive me for putting these words before your eye one more
time, but I believe it is this comment that I have been asked to speak to.
I was taught as a child not to use profanity which, to my mind, this is. So, I am disturbed. I have sought as your bishop to observe Paul’s counsel in Ephesians 4:29 to,
“Let no evil talk come out of (my) mouth, but only what is useful for
building up …” It is deeply disappointing and highly distressing for me to see the
president of my country behave otherwise.

gandmlutheran@gmail.com
graceandmercylutheran.org
Visit us on Facebook at Grace and
Mercy Lutheran Church
Worship: Sunday Morning @ 8:45 @
First United Methodist Church, 191
E. Gladys

THE ARC
Who We Are
Mission Statement
The Arc Umatilla County advocates for the rights and full
participation of all children
and adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities. Together with our network of members, we improve
systems of supports and services; connect families; inspire
communities and influence
public policy.
Vision Statement
The Arc Umatilla County envisions a world in which all persons have the support and opportunities they need for personal development and independence, interdependence
with family and friends, and
inclusion in the community.

The ARC is the focus of our
local benevolence for February.

More important than the words used, though, is the core disregard such a comment
shows for other people. Accusations of racism, xenophobia, and religious renunciation have accompanied President Trump through his entire first year of service. It is
hard to understand how such a salacious comment could be made by a world leader
if they were not motivated by such demons. Recent news has carried concerns from
mental health experts about the mental/emotional stability of our president. I am
one who believes you cannot make such a diagnosis from afar. However, the narcissistic nature of this man is self-evident. It must concern us all.
Most disturbing to me is the further, implied, permission this gives others to display, or act upon, prejudice in their own lives. We have seen an increase in hate
crimes, white supremacy, gender abuse and violence of other sorts since now President Trump entered the political arena. There is, for me, an undeniable cause and
effect relationship here.
I honestly don’t know what to say to you. Nothing about this is holy or wholesome.
The damage done by ill considered speech can be incalculable. The poor and marginalized in our world do, and will continue to suffer death, discrimination, marginalization, tragedy and tumult for words such as these. A one-time misspoken word
can be forgiven. A pattern of such speech, and the attitudes that attend it, has already been deeply damaging to so much that we love.
In Romans 12 Paul counsels us once again to: “Let love be genuine; hate what
is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent
in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality
to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live
in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with
the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”
I have few words of my own to offer in light of all this incident represents. I thank
God that the Scriptures offer more. Live as Paul suggests. Be who you know you are
called to be. “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds.” as Paul tell us elsewhere. Now, more than ever, who you are
matters.
With you in our Lord Jesus,
Bp. Dave Brauer-Rieke, Oregon Synod - ELCA

Serving God’s People
Date

Reader

Refreshments

Feb 4

Steve Anderson

Anderson Household

Feb 11

Regina Mark

Marks Household

Feb 18

Phil Schmidt

Ruhl Household

Feb 25

Jerry McMichael

McMichael Household

Acolyte

Celebrations
Date

Celebration

Celebrant

Feb 4

Anniversary

Bea & George Luciani

Feb 6

Birthday

Joni Anderson

Feb 6

Birthday

Bea Luciani

Feb 12

Birthday

Casey Arstein

Feb 12

Birthday

Tom Inch

Feb 12

Baptismal Birthday

Cheyenne Wilkinson

Feb 12

Baptismal Birthday

Dylan Wilkinson

Feb 19

Birthday

Sutton Osborne

Feb 26

Birthday

Kris Largé

(Continued from page 1)
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take stock of our own lives. For so many of us there are too few opportunities to slow down and reflect
upon the direction of our hectic, consumer-driven lives. The season of Lent invites us to take time to attend to those aspects of our lives that we often neglect, and to do so through the lens of the journey to the
cross, our baptism.
As we prepare to enter this new season once again, I invite you to join each Sunday and Wednesday
evening (please note time and place of the Wednesday gatherings) to hear again the story, the great mystery of salvation that we are invited into. Take time, reflect, and give thanks.

February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2 Groundhog Day

3

9

10

15

16

17

11:30a Open Table
1p Quilters

12p Lenten Book Study

11:30a Open Table
1p Quilters

4

5 Epiphany

8:45a Worship
10a Education Hour

5

6

7

8

6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text 2.0

8a Coffee

9a Starbucks
10:30a Bible Study w/
Pastor Jim

11:30a Open Table
1p Quilters

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

11

Transfiguration

8:45a Worship
10a Education Hour

12 Lincoln’s Birthday

13

6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text 2.0

8a Coffee

6:30p Leadership Mtg
5:30p Worship @ Prison

14

Ash Wednesday
Valentine’s Day

9a Starbucks
10a Gather Study
10:30a Bible Study w/
Pastor Jim
7p Worship @ FUMC

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

18

1 Lent

19 Presidents’ Day

20

21

22 Washington’s Birthday

23

8:45a Worship
10a Education Hour

6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text 2.0

8a Coffee

9a Starbucks
9:30a Foot Clinic
10:30a Bible Study w/
Pastor Jim
6p Soup Supper/Worship
@ St. John’s

11:30a Open Table
1p Quilters

12p Lenten Book Study

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

25

2 Lent

8:45a Worship
10a Annual Mtg.

26

27

6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text 2.0

8a Coffee

6:30p S.S. Mtg.

5:30p Novel Ideas

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

28
9a Starbucks
10a Gather Study
10:30a Bible Study w/
Pastor Jim
6p Soup Supper/Worship
@ G&M (FUMC)

7:30p Tapping Into Faith

24

