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THE COMING OF THE KING
Sometimes we may speak or shout the truth without realizing just how right we
are. That happened on the first Palm Sunday when Jesus rode into Jerusalem
on, not a prize-worthy stallion, but a young, unimpressive, donkey.
Remember the roar of the crowd? "Hosanna (Save us!), Blessed is the King who
comes in the name of the Lord." They were waving palm branches, a symbol of
peace, as they hailed Jesus as their king. Was Jesus a king? Jesus didn't deny it.
When the Pharisees told him to rebuke the cheering crowd, he said, "I tell you, if
these were silent, the very stones would cry out."
Pilate, the Roman procurator and judge, taunted the Pharisees by saying, "Here
is your king." That made the chief priests furious. "We have no king but Caesar,"
they protested.
Pilate turned Christ over to them, but he still wanted to taunt Jesus' insistent
persecutors. John 19:19 says that Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. In
three languages (Hebrew, Latin and Greek) it read:
The King of the Jews. That enraged Jesus' enemies even more. They asked Pilate
to change the wording.
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
• Lent is a time for lamentation, dwelling with our sorrow, and facing the painful
reality of death. We take each
step certain that God weeps
with us...
(Continued on page 6)
The Coming of the King

• Church goers, for our part,
generally feel these issues are
"political" and not something
we need to talk about on
Sunday mornings.

OREGON SYNOD ASSEMBLY &

REGIONAL GATHERINGS 2018:
THE FUTURE IS NOW! - WELCOME TO THE NEW!!
This is the first of a series you will receive in the coming months under the banner of "The Future is NOW! - Welcome to the New!!"
Today's topic? "What are the Regional Gatherings, why do we want to come, and when is Synod
(Continued on page 5)
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Regional Gatherings
What: We are having FIVE Regional Gatherings
around the Synod for you, and any and all members of your congregation are invited. These are
Mission and Ministry events to look at your local
ministry, give us time to worship and pray together, and to imagine the future ahead of us.
Who: These Gatherings are open to any and all
members of your congregation. In particular we are
looking to have congregational leadership attend.
This will include your pastor, certainly your Council President and other members, and key leaders
of any description. Bring 5+ people. That would be
great!
When/Where: There will be FIVE gatherings
around the state. You may go to any of these you
wish, even more than one if you like. All events are
on Saturdays, tentatively scheduled from 10 AM-4
PM. The schedule is:

1-Day Assembly
What: The Oregon Synod Assembly this year will be a
one-day affair. This is the annual "Legislative" meeting of
the synod. The one-day format was decided on by the
2016 Assembly and is designed to be an experiment in a
more cost effect means of getting our business done.
Who: As is our usual Synod Assembly process, each
congregation may send their pastor(s) and 2 to 4 lay
members to the Assembly, depending on congregation
size. Your Lay Voting Members are elected or appointed by your congregation or council. Additional Voting
Members who are youth, persons of color, or who identify as LGBQIA may also come.
When/Where: There will be ONE, one-day Assembly
this year. We will be meeting at Gethsemane Lutheran
Church in Portland, May 19, 2018.

•

April 7, Grace First Lutheran, Bend OR

•

April 14, Ascension Lutheran, Medford, OR

How: Registration will open the first week in March.
Details will be mailed to you at that time. Dates for submitting nominees for Synod COuncil and Committees,
and Resolution will be extended to May 10, 2018,

•

April 21, Peace Lutheran, Pendleton, OR

How Much: Registration will be only $150 per person

(Continued on page 5)
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DWELLING IN THE WORD
LENT 4 - FEBRUARY 25, 2018
MARK 8:31-38

Feb. 16, 2018
A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled because
they are no more (Matthew 2:18).
As we live into these first days and weeks of Lent, we do so riveted
by the news of another tragic mass shooting, this time at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., on Ash
Wednesday. My heart, like yours, is filled with anguish; my spirit,
like yours, laments. Rachel weeps for her children, refusing to be
consoled because they are no more, and so do we.
We pray for the inconsolable loved ones and for the shooter and
his family, for those terrorized by what took place and those who
are unmoved. We acknowledge our own failings and ask God to
guide us in finding new ways to turn the tide together on both the
availability of assault weapons and the lack of mental health care.
But we know that those things alone won't solve this epidemic. All
of us, including the church, must take a close look at ourselves.
How are we cultivating a culture of violence, hatred, anger and
fear, and how can we participate in building a counter-culture
where people can experience God's intended peace and life abundant for all?
Lent is a time for lamentation, dwelling with our sorrow, and facing the painful reality of death. We take each step certain that God
weeps with us, walks with us in our deepest sufferings, and in the
end makes the ultimate sacrifice for us – through death on a
cross. This is our strength for the journey.
A prayer offered by Bishop Pedro Suárez, Florida-Bahamas Synod:
Dear loving God,
There are so many things we don't understand about our world.
We might not know how the families and friends of the victims of
today's shooting are feeling. But we do care. May they feel your
presence in spirit through those that are accompanying them
right now.
Help us to be mindful of the pain around us and to do something
about it. We pray this in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
God's peace,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

"Those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake, and for the
sake of the gospel, will save it. For
what will it profit them to gain
the whole world and forfeit their
life?"
Jesus asks this question of the crowds
after he talks with Peter about his impending death. We are not talking
about school shootings, or courageous
volunteer fire fighters, or soldiers in
this passage. No, the conversation is
about calling, personal integrity and
living into the baptismal identity we
have inherited in Christ.
I am often asked as I visit congregations, "Where are all the young people? Why don't they come to church?"
Well, I certainly don't know the whole
answer to that, but people I talk to young and old - who dance around
church or just want nothing to do with
it don't see us "losing our life." They
don't see us putting it all on the line.
They don't understand why the
church, the local church, in their community, isn't out marching to ban assault rifles, or writing the congressional reps, or speaking truth about the
NRA.
Church goers, for our part, generally
feel these issues are "political" and not
something we need to talk about on
Sunday mornings.
I have no answers. This Sunday, however, we have this question for Jesus.
"What does
it profit
you . . .?"
Bp. Dave

3

Last Words
Lenten Worship and Reflection
6:00pm—Soup Supper

7:00pm—Worship

Date

Host

Word

Feb 21

St. John’s Episcopal

Father, Forgive them...

Feb 28

Grace & Mercy

Today, you will be with me...

March 7

Faith Presbyterian

Behold, your son…

March 14

First United Methodist

My God, My God...

March 21

St. John’s Episcopal

Father, into your hands...

Holy Week Schedule for
G&M and FUMC

Palm/Passion Sunday
combined service @
10:30a

Maunday Thursday
combined service @ 7p

Good Friday combined
service @7p

GRACE AND MERCY
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Contact Us:

(Continued from page 2)
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•

April 28, Grace Lutheran, Corvallis, OR

•

May 5, West Linn Lutheran, West Linn, OR - AND St. Andrew Lutheran, Beaverton. OR

Give us a call for more information
about our services and ministries.
Grace and Mercy L.C.
POB 1108
191 E. Gladys St.
Hermiston, OR 97838
(541) 289-4535 (church cell)
(509) 398-0258 (pastor’s cell)
gandmlutheran@gmail.com
graceandmercylutheran.org
Visit us on Facebook at Grace and
Mercy Lutheran Church
Worship: Sunday Morning @ 8:45 @
First United Methodist Church, 191
E. Gladys

AGAPE HOUSE
MARCH BENEVOLENCE

How: There will be no formal registration for these events. However, your host
congregation will want to know how many are coming for planning purposes. More
to come on this.
How Much: There will be NO registration fee for these events. A donation will be
asked to cover the cost of lunch, thoughYesterday it was reported that President
Trump, behind closed doors, in conversation around immigration, asked why Americans would want more people from “shithole countries” coming to our nation. Later
in the day President Trump said that the media was blowing his comments out of
proportion. Today he has denied saying this altogether. Forgive me for putting these
words before your eye one more time, but I believe it is this comment that I have
been asked to speak to.

(Continued from page 2)
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this year - with NO hotel fees. We do recognize, however, that some will need housing either coming or going to a one-day Assembly, or maybe both ways. We will help
with this.

Who We Are
Mission Statement
Assisting with basic services
to those in need in Hermiston
and surrounding communities.
Vision Statement
We envision a community
where every individual has
access to basic needs and life
skills to be a productive member of the community.

Do we need to come to both a Regional Gathering and the Synod Assembly?
(Continued from page 2)
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Assembly"?
We are certainly hoping that you will! These are quite different events with significantly different purposes.

•

Values Statement
Our actions will reflect the
love and gospel of Jesus
Christ.
We will serve people equally,
unconditionally and with respect.
We will conduct our business
with honesty and openess.
We will be good stewards of
our resources.

•

The Gatherings are Mission Events and our focus will be on vital congregations, your congregation, and how we can all be church together. Everybody
gets to come. Everybody gets to share and learn. Everybody gets to have fun.
There will be Bible Study, worship, table conversations, stories to tell and
friends to see.
The Synod Assembly is our Synodical Annual Meeting. There are budgets to
pass, Resolutions to consider, elections to hold and this year we will be electing
Voting Members to attend the ELCA Churchwide Assembly coming up in 2019.

Please note: We have done all we can to make these events accessible and affordable. Your staff and Synod Council are excited to be with you for all of this. The local
Gatherings will be a great new venture, the one-day Assembly a wonderful experiment. Yes, Yes, Yes! Plan to have members at both. You won't regret it!

Serving God’s People
Date

Reader

Refreshments

Mar 4

Dot Hensley

Hensley Household

Mar 11

JoAn Hill

Kunningrud, Hill

Mar 18

Phil Schmidt

Rice, McMullen

Mar 25

Dawn Largé

Cooper/Largé

Acolyte

Celebrations
Date

Celebration

Celebrant

Mar 2

Birthday

Kevin Hedgepeth

Mar 4

Birthday

Gavin Rosenburg

Mar 16

Birthday

David Largé

Mar 17

Birthday

Dwight Osborne

Mar 18

Birthday

Steve Anderson

Mar 22

Anniversary

Robert & Sheila Cozad

Mar 24

Birthday

Jacqui Sellers

Mar 30

Birthday

Kathleen Madore

(Continued from page 1)
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"What I have written, I have written," the stubborn ruler answered.
Was Jesus a king? The witnesses of the Resurrection surely thought so. In Acts 17:7 we find that the first
Christians were accused of "saying there is another king, Jesus." The writer of the book of Revelation
envisioned the day when the whole world would understand that the risen Christ was not only Lord and
Savior but also, as he put it, "Lord of lords and King of kings." (Revelation 17:14)

March 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

11:30a Open
Table

12 Lenten Book
Study

1p Quilters

4

3 Lent

8:45a Worship
10a Educational
Hour

5

6

7

6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text

8a Coffee

9a Starbucks
10:30a Bible
Study W/ Pastor
Jim
6p Soup Supper
7p Worship @
Faith Presby.

8

9

10

11:30a Open
Table

12 Lenten Book
Study

1p Quilters

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

11

4 Lent

8:45a Worship
10a Educational
Hour

12

13

6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text

8a Coffee

5:30p Prison
Worship Service

6:30p Leadership
Mtg

14
9a Starbucks
10a Gather Study
10:30a Bible
Study w/ Pastor
Jim
6p Soup Supper
7p Worship @
FUMC

15

16

17 St. Patrick’s
Day

11:30a Open
Table

12 Lenten Book
Study

21
9a Starbucks
9:30a Foot Clinic
10:30a Bible
Study w/ Pastor
Him
6p Soup Supper
7p Worship @ St.
John’s

22

23

11:30a Open
Table

12 Lenten Book
Study

29

1p Quilters

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

18

5 Lent

8:45a Worship
10a Educational
Hour

19

20

6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text

8a Coffee

24

1p Quilters

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

25 Palm Sunday

26

27

28

10:30a Combined
Worship Service

6:32a Next Text
9:30a Next Text

8a Coffee

9a Starbucks
10a Gather Study

Maundy
Thursday
11:30a Open
Table
7p Worship
Service

Pastor Inch—Hermiston

30

Good
Friday

7p Worship Service

31

Holy
Saturday

9a Peter Rabbit
Breakfast

