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THE MAHOUT
The Keeper and Driver
of the Elephant
NOVEMBER 2015
Strong Women
for a Strong America

Keep Them
in Your Hearts

Lifeline Family Center...

offers a positive alternative
to abortion, giving both mother
and baby hope for the future.
A Place Where Shattered Dreams
Can Be Changed to a Promising Future.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“No society ever thrived because it had a large
and growing class of parasites living off those who
produce.” Thomas Sowell
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
2016 LRWF OFFICERS
President - Doris Cortese
1st Vice President - Rosemary Lewis
2nd Vice President - Missi Lastra
Treasurer - Mindy Moran
Assistant Treasurer - Pat Tonkin
Recording Secretary - Marj Tyrer
Corresponding Secretary - Clara Callahan

Patriotic Elephant
Quilt Raffle
LRWF Fundraising is selling raffle tickets for a
beautiful and patriotic "Elephant Quilt" at
$5.00 per ticket or five tickets for $20.00. The
final drawing will be held at the Fashion Show
in November.
The quilt has been on display at our meetings and club events. If you haven’t seen
it yet, it’s beautiful. So don't miss out! Get
you ticket! We appreciate your support for
our club!

Newsletter of Lee Republican Women Federated
Associated with the Florida Federation of Republican Women and the National Federation of Republican Women.

Letter From the President
The weekend of October 9-11, six of our members plus Catherine Stoll, our student member,
attended the Florida Federation of Republican Women. What an inspiration to hear from
our state and federal candidates along with meeting with their representatives.
Our own, Katharine gave the invocation, led the Pledge and gave a speech on Sunday
morning. She gave her background, what she believes and why 2016 is so important.
She received a standing ovation from the 150 peple attending.
The candidates for US Senate to fill Marco Rubio’s seat spoke and answered questions
which gave us a chance to learn more about them and what they stand for. We have an
outstanding group of candidates and any one of them would represent us well in the
Senate.
A young woman named Mary Thomas spoke. She is running for Congress in Tallahassee.
If elected, she would be the first Congress woman from India. She was dynamite and got
us all pumped up for 2016.
Doris Cortese
LRWF President

Respectfully, Doris Cortese,
LRWF President
Congratulations to our lrwf President

Following in the footsteps of Pixie Livingston and Judy O'Donnell, former FFRW officers, our president Doris Cortese has been elected
to the Florida Federation of Republication Women Executive Board. She is one of 9 women who are planning, making decisions and
governing the FFRW for the next 2 years. Congratulations Doris!
LRWF Member/Candidate Spotlight
Cathleen Morgan was born in NY, raised in Harrisburg, PA, and graduated from Chatham
College with a BA, having majored in Political Science and minored in Economics.
She entered the workforce as a clerk in the retail operations of an international securities firm and was promoted to Operations Manager in two years--the first woman in the
firm’s history to hold such a job. Two years later, she became operations manager for an
institutional office. The firm transferred her to NY to set up operations for a new product
area, and she then acquired a broker’s license. After attending night school at New York
University Graduate School of Business, she was awarded an MBA in Corporate Finance.
Looking for greater opportunities for advancement, Cathleen joined JP Morgan as an
Operations Assistant Manager and after two years was made a manager and an officer
of the firm. Several years later she became the first female VP to run an Operating Unit
at JP Morgan.
Cathleen met her husband, George D. Morgan, III (Gie) at JP Morgan and after the birth
of their first son they moved to Rye, NY. She was fortunate to be an at-home parent,
volunteering in their community. Active in their church, Rye Presbyterian, she was made
a Deacon and served as a Trustee. She was also active on the board of the Rye Nature
Center. When her two boys entered public school, her interests turned to public school
administration, management and finance.

Cathleen Morgan
LRWF Member/Candidate
Lee County School Board, Dist. 3
The need to develop a five year financial forecast and strategic plan for school construction led the Rye City School District Board of
Education to create a Finance Advisory Committee. Cathleen served on the committee for two years and then was elected to the Rye
City School District Board of Education--a three year volunteer position. During her two-term tenure, she chaired the Budget Committee
and the Building and Construction Committee before serving a two-year term as Vice-President and a two-year term as President.
When her husband was transferred to Richmond, VA, Cathleen decided to pursue a Masters degree in Education Administration and
was awarded the degree in 2007. Her interest in education as a volunteer continued with service on the board of the Sacred Heart
Center, a non-profit serving the educational and social development needs of a low-income, urban community in the city of Richmond.
Upon her husband’s retirement, and the graduation of their youngest son, the focus for their future shifted from VA to FL and Cathleen
began to look for opportunities to become involved in her new community. That led to volunteer service on the Finance Advisory Committee of the Lee County School District Board of Education. Her husband and Cathleen are strongly committed also to the teaching
and learning programs of the Literacy Council of Fort Myers.
In August 2012, she was elected to the Lee County School Board, District 3. In November 2014, she was elected by the Board to serve
as Board Chair until November 2015. During her three years on the Board, she has been board liaison to the Head Start Policy Committee,
the Finance Advisory Committee, and the District Advisory Committee. Her current passion is supporting the development of a quality
governance team for the school district.

EVERYBODY WINS!!!

For fine jewelry CLICK HERE!

Shop our website first...before you get the items
sold in our member businesses
For a preview CLICK on the logos below!
YOU SHOP...LRWF EARNS!

Clothing

Doncaster

Cosmetics

Mary Kay

Jewelry

Premier Designs

Permanent Makeup

The Classic Face

Tax Services

A Economical B&C Income Tax, Inc.

Travel

WorldVentures

Vitamins

Nature’s Sunshine

Silpada

Carmen Salomé, Independent Rep

Purchase Christmas gifts from Premier Designs
this month and profits will be shared with LRWF!

Bad Reviews all come from Hillary’s URL
(As told by the New York Post)
Roger Stone’s new book, “The Clintons’ War on Women,” is the top-rated political history seller
on Amazon, but the online retailer recently was flooded with one-star reviews.
Amazon confirmed that these bad...one star reviews... were all from the same URL, at Hillary’s
HQ in Brooklyn. Stone, whose clients have included Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan and Donald
Trump, wondered “Why are they so afraid of this book?”
According to Politico, Clinton press secretary Brian Fallon told bundlers last month: “When this
Roger Stone book comes out — we’ll obtain the book. Our research team will be able to go
through it . . . There will be a war room set up to deal with that.”
Amazon is separately suing more than 1,000 people it claims are posting fake reviews and selling
them for a cost starting at $5. It is estimated that 15 percent of online reviews are generated by
boiler-room operations.
America’s largest online retailer is demanding the defendants stop selling Amazon reviews, disclose
who is buying their service and identify which reviews were paid for.
After an appearance on MSNBC was canceled Monday afternoon at the last minute, it was reported that Stone said the network was
under pressure from the Clintons. He was also scratched last week from the Larry Wilmore show on Comedy Central.

Our Sponsors
Click on Pictures to View Their Websites

Dane Eagle
Florida House of Representatives

Kevin Ruane
Mayor, Sanibel Island

Ray Rodriguez
Florida House of Representatives

Membership
•
2016 DUES – Thank you to all the members who have submitted their 2016 dues. The renewal form is available on our website
and you can mail your check/form to the LRWF Post Office Box 61964, Fort Myers, FL 33906. I will be taking checks at the November
fashion show and the December general meeting.
•
NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION – We had a very nice afternoon on 10/19 at the Crown Colony Country Club with new members
present along with many of our board members. We heard an interesting history of our club from Judy O’Donnell and a preview of
2016 activities from President Doris Cortese. Caring for America Chairman Renie Frank told of past committee projects and our current
2015 project. The afternoon ended with an informative discussion of our LRWF website by Missi Lastra.
•
LRWF Committees – We are searching for new members for our club committees. Please let Doris or me know if you are interested in serving on a committee and we will get you in touch with the chairwoman. Committee work is a great way to get to know
our membership and assist in our projects and programs.
Sharon Gibson
Membership Chairwoman 2015

New Full Member

Deborah Walrath
2030 S.E. 12th Terrace
Cape Coral, FL 33990-1891
239-872-8991
walrathdebbie@gmail.com

Current Totals

Full members		
Associate members
Student members

147
30
2

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP – 179 Members

A Report from the ACLJ

The American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ) sent out a letter this month stating the following:
“Abortion officials have been caught on tape saying butchered baby parts are “cute.” They talk about baby development being fascinating - as they murder hundreds of babies each day. They are fighting to pass anti-pro-life speech laws to force crisis pregnancy
centers to promote abortion. They even push their pro-abortion agenda on school children. We’re aggressively engaged in litigation
for life in nearly a dozen cases nationwide.
We just filed a lawsuit in federal court to protect the constitutional rights of these pro-life pregnancy centers. We’re defending a board
member of the pro-life investigative organization exposing Planned Parenthood’s atrocities. We must not be silent as babies are butchered and lifesaving work is shut down.”
In addition to the above statement from the ACLJ...a law was just passed in California that forces pro-life groups to refer their clients to
abortion clinics. Failure to do so will cause them to face strict penalties and possibly force them out of business.
To learn more about this organization that works around the clock for our liberties and for justice, click here.. http://aclj.org/

How Do You Paint the State Red???

Talk to all of your friends, let them know about LRWF and how LRWF introduces you to
people who can make a difference in out state. Let them know that LRWF gives them an
opportunity to use their voice and keeps them informed on the issues so they can help
others to become informed and VOTE!
Our Sponsors
Click on Pictures to View Their Websites

Larry Kiker
Lee County Commissioner District 3

Matt Caldwell
Florida House of Representatives

Linda Doggett
Lee County Clerk of Courts

A Different View of Syria
By Mary Snyder
It was April 19, 1995, when I sat in a hotel room in Lebanon, listening to the
American news stations telling the world that a bomb had hit Oklahoma
City, and that it was, more than likely, an Arab who was responsible for the
bombing. As it turned out, it was not an Arab, but that is what was being
reported initially.
I was with my brother, his friend, my sister and my aunt and uncle. We had
just left Syria, the homeland of our grandfather and grandmother. We had
visited the place where my grandmother grew up. I had been privileged to
see a house that was next door to my grandmother’s house and that was
identical to hers. It looked like it was made from clay…or something similar.
It was wonderful to see the humble beginnings of my family.
My grandfather had fled Syria approximately 100 years before we went there to visit. He fled because the Turks were persecuting
Christians. When my grandfather left, he was forced to abandon all the land that he owned. After he left, the King of Syria confiscated
his land and built his palace on it. During our visit, my aunt asked one of our cousins three times if she could see her father’s land. He
never answered her. He acted as though she wasn’t even talking to him. The entire time we were there, no one talked about the king,
politics or anything along those lines. It was strange and sad.
Our first day in Damascus, as my sister and I were sitting in the hotel lobby, I asked my sister if she noticed anything unusual. She said
“Yes. No one in the hotel is smiling.” I told her that was exactly what I was thinking. I couldn’t understand why they were so unhappy.
They seemed to be depressed and even oppressed…lovely people, but so sad.
The next day, in the little mountain town of Bloudan, Syria, we found relatives that we didn’t even know we had. As we walked through
the streets of Bloudan, we were invited into eight homes of these relatives. People came out of their houses to greet Aziz Azar’s grandchildren. I had no idea how they knew that we were there, or how they would even know who Aziz Azar was. One cousin told us that
even though he had never met us, he knew we were in the United States and he prayed for all of us every day. The hospitality was
amazing and so heartwarming that it would touch the heart of the most distant soul.
My family members were all Christians.
When I left the Middle East, I sobbed because I didn’t want to leave these wonderful people. Obviously, there are quite a few who are
not wonderful, but I can’t forget the love that overcame me while I was there.
Even so…I stand strong against bringing the Syrian fugitives today into our country. How can we tell who is who? It has nothing to do
with my love or lack of love for these people; it has everything to do with common sense.
I have no idea where my wonderful family members are today. One of my cousins was an Orthodox Christian priest. I don’t know if
they escaped or not, but if they did not escape, they are most certainly dead.

Our Sponsors
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Donna Clarke
Lee Memorial Hospital Board

Heather Fitzenhagen
Florida House of Representatives

Mike Scott
Lee County Sheriff

book chat

Book Chat met on Wednesday, October 28 at the home of Rosemary Lewis. The book,
A Time to Get Tough, by Donald Trump, was discussed. There will be no Book Chat in
November. The next Book Chat will be on Thursday, December 17, at the home of
Barb Koeplinger. We will be reading, Ben Carson’s book, A More Perfect Union. We
will bring a dish to share from Ann Scott’s cookbook.

Come join us on December 17, from 2:00 - 4:00. This is brief description of his book:
Ben Carson wrote this book to encourage every citizen to read and think about the Constitution, and to help defend it from
those who misinterpret it and undermine it. He explains the importance of defending the Bill of Rights, which guarantees
our freedom to speak, bear arms and practice our religion. He explains how the Constitution isn’t about history...it’s about
our life in America today.
Please contact Cheryl Harris to confirm your attendance. We look forward to seeing you in December.
Cheryl Harris
Book Chat Chairwoman
239-225-739
timcherylharris@aol.com

In Honor of Hoop!

by Mary Snyder
We got word this week from the Office of the Inspector General report (OIG) that 307,000 vets have died on the VA’s waiting list. Concerned
Veterans For America’s CEO, Pete Hegseth, released a statement about Wednesday’s Inspector General report. Part of this statement
follows: “Wednesday’s OIG report reinforces what Concerned Veterans for America has been saying for years — the VHA is desperately
in need of reform. Measures such as the VA Accountability Act, along with the proposals included in CVA’s bipartisan “Fixing Veterans
Health Care” report, are a necessary first step to ensuring that the VA is equipped to adequately respond to veterans’ needs and provide the timely care they deserve.
The VA’s failure to establish and enforce basic quality controls led to thousands of veterans having their benefits delayed, and, in many
cases, denied. Worse, due to the department’s abysmal record-keeping policies, we don’t even know for sure how many veterans suffered needlessly or died while waiting for care. What is clear, however, is that nearly a year and a half after the VA wait list scandal
began, the VA is still struggling to provide hundreds of thousands of veterans health care in a timely and efficient manner.”
Not everyone has had the above experience. Some have been well cared for.
But...what about the title of this article? What about Hoop? Pvt. Darewood Snyder was born on October 25, 1917 in Defiance, Ohio
and passed away on Saturday, April 16, 1983. His nickname was Hoop...a name that had been passed down for four generations, from
Pvt. Snyder’s father, to Pvt. Snyder, to Pvt. Snyder’s son (my husband), and then to Pvt. Snyder’s grandson (my son). The name came
from the fact that Pvt. Snyder’s father had the “hooping” cough when he was a child. Why do I mention that? To let you know that
behind every one of those 307,000 vets is a story. They are real people with real families...who love them dearly. In 1983, Hoop went
to the VA in Ann Arbor, Michigan. He always knew that his VA would take care of him when he got old. When he went to the VA, he
had brain cancer, and they told him that they could give him an appointment in six months.
One afternoon after his visit to the VA, when Hoop was lying on my kitchen floor, unable to get up, thinking he had a cigarette in one hand and a
beer in the other...not having control of anything...I took him to my doctor who immediately admitted him to the hospital. The decline was fast.
He never made it six months. Hoop died, being abandoned by the VA that he depended on. 307,000??? This has been going on for a long time.

Our Sponsors
Click on Pictures to View Their Websites

EVERYBODY WINS!!!

Shop our website first
Did you know that you can purchase
many things on our website that
you are already buying elsewhere???

Profits earned from these companies
are shared with LRWF!
Marilyn Stout
Candidate, Cape Coral City Council

Larry Hart
Lee County Tax Collector

For a preview
CLICK HERE!
YOU SHOP...LRWF EARNS!

Caring for America will be collecting
Toys for Tots at the December 14th meeting!
Come with toys in hand!
Help our Marines bless children!
PROGRAM COMMITTEE TERM
COMING TO CLOSE
My term as Programs Committee Chairwoman will soon come to a close. I want to share
how much fun I had putting together the 2015 programs for Lee Republican Women Federated. I hope you found the speakers interesting and the topics engaging this year. Our
club experienced growth and I believe that the programs we presented each month played
a small part in that growth. It is said that interesting programs is one of the top reasons
women join Republican clubs and stay active. I want to thank you for the opportunity to
have served in that capacity and I am excited for great programs that Missi Lastra, incoming Programs Committee Chairwoman, will bring to us.
Carmen Salomé, 2nd VP/Programs Chair 2015

Legislation Report
By Donna Clarke

2015 - 2016 INTERIM COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE
November 2015 – Week of the 2nd
November 2015 – Week of the 16th
November 2015—Week of the 30th
The 2016 Legislative Session begins on January 12, Tuesday.
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Stephanie Eller
Candidate Lee County Sheriff

Chris Quakenbush
Candidate Lee Co. School Board, Dist. 3

Kathleen Passidomo
Candidate for State Senate

The Past Month in Pictures
October 2015

The new Florida Federation of Republication Women Executive Board. Our very own Doris Cortese (back row, fourth from right)
was given the distinguished honor of being on this board.

Mindy Moran, Book Chat Chair, and her husband, enjoy
pre-debate snacks at the Debate Watch Party
at Stevie Tomato’s Sports Bar.

Cheryl Harris, Book Char Co-Chair, enjoys an evening with her
huband at the Debate Watch Party.

Drew Steele, our local radio personality
just enjoying the debate!

Doris Cortese, LRWF President is keeping us
all together.

Wally Cortese, is keeping Doris all together
as he watches the debate intensely.

The girls...snacking, talking and watching...very intensely!

A Few Photos From the Last Luncheon...

Left to right are Debbie Walrath, new LRWF member, Gail Langner, LRWF
Publicity Chair Person and Debbie’s guest Kathy Barrier.

Doris Cortese with Mary DiConnor having a serious discussion!

Margie Nelson getting ready to enjoy her meal!

Katharine Stoll and Jeannie Dozier...stopping for a hug!

Renie Frank is looking for the winning raffle ticket holder!

And the winning ticket holder is here!!!

One of our blessed babies from the Life Line Family Center!

IF YOU MISSED ALL OF THIS FUN...
MAKE SURE YOU GO TO Our
Fashion Show on November 18th.
Krisanne Hall, our distinguished guest for the
day...author and expert on our founding mothers.

