April 2017 Newsletter

Board Member Nominations for the 2017-2019 Term!
TBAEP is interested in hearing what
you have to say! We want your
ideas, vision and energy to help
drive our organization forward in
the right direction. TBAEP would
like your nominations for
individuals to fill five (5) vacancies
that will be coming due this May.
Check your emails to participate in
an online survey to nominate
someone to serve as a board
member for TBAEP. You may nominate yourself and/or someone else by completing the
nomination form by April 15, 2017. The election will be held via email voting during the week
of April 24th and the new board members will be sworn in at the May 10th Board meeting. New
board members and officers will be introduced to the membership at the May 17 th luncheon.
Board members serve a term of two (2) years, and candidates must be a TBAEP member or be
willing to become a member to be a nominee. All nominees will be asked to provide a bio (200
words or less) for the election ballot. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Tom Hamill
at Tom.Hamill@cbre.com

Upcoming TBAEP Events
April Luncheon— April 19, 2017
TBAEP Spring Family Picnic – April
30, 2017
Calendar Photo Contest Entry Begins
– June 1, 2017
Earth Day and March for Science –
St. Petersburg – April 22, 2017
FAWQC Golf Tournament – April 21,
2017
FWRC Conference – April 23-26
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The topic for this month’s luncheon will be “Seagrass, Sea
Level Rise, and Shorelines: Consideration for Mitigation
and Resilience. Check your emails for luncheon
registration information and we look forward to see you at
Brio on Wednesday, April 19th.
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Our 2nd annual Spring Family Picnic will be held on Sunday,
April 30th from 11am until 4pm at Cypress Point Park. We
will be grilling food, having a group bike ride, and hosting a
park cleanup as part of the Hillsborough 100 Conservation Challenge. More details and an
RSVP link will be available soon.
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Events this Month!!

Rising Star Student Scholarship
TBAEP would like to thank all our members who have donated to the Rising Star Scholarship Award. The
current balance in our scholarship fund is $61,415. The intent of the award is to provide an incentive for
students to effectively lead their campus Student Chapter. The Rising Star recipient is expected to become an
outstanding leader in the following activities: attend Student Chapter meetings and activities, Speaker’s Panels,
community improvement efforts, and correspond with the TBAEP Student Chapter liaison. For more
information about the Rising Star Student Scholarships, please visit our website at:
www.tbaep.org/rising-star-scholarship

TBAEP Luncheon Meetings and Social Networking Events!
We had our 1st networking social of 2017 at Ferg’s Live in Channelside on January 26 th. There is no additional cost to attend our
social networking events. We encourage our members to bring their friends and colleagues for an evening of great food and
conversation (and sometimes live music!) We hope to see you at our next social event.

In February, members got an overview of the Florida Brownfields Program, including grant information, structure/contacts, benefits
and impacts. The presentation also included information about the redevelopment of old landfills in Hillsborough County and the
differences in EPC’s Director’s Authorization and the Florida Brownfields program. Over 100 members attended this luncheon!
Special thanks to our speakers: Mary E. Yeargan, District Director of the FDEP, Southwest District and Allison Amram, Brownfields
Coordinator of the EPC.

Thank you to our sponsors for supporting member events in March. At the March 15th luncheon meeting, members got a detailed
overview of the Hillsborough 100 Conservation Challenge. A special thanks to Ms. Betty Jo Tompkins of the Water and Soil
Conservation District for showing how we can enhance the overall conservation effort by playing an active role in this challenge.

On March 23rd, TBAEP hosted a networking social at Four Green Fields in Downtown Tampa. It was a great night of food, fun and
friends! All our luncheon and networking events have been well attended by our members. Watch your emails and Facebook for
more upcoming events from TBAEP.

We will have TBAEP logo apparel available for purchase in Men’s and Women’s styles and glassware at our monthly
luncheons.

Community Service—Hillsborough Conservation Challenge
Will You Meet the Challenge?
Since Earth Day is April 22nd, why not give back to Mother Earth by participating in a conservation project? You can team up with
other environmental enthusiasts through the Hillsborough Soil and Water Conservation District to complete one (or more) of 100
conservation projects for the Hillsborough 100 Conservation Challenge. The event will be held from April 22nd through April 30th.
The goal of this effort is to provide a comprehensive program involving urban, suburban and rural communities in a coordinated
effort to complete 100 Conservation projects in one week in Hillsborough County, Florida. The projects will involve school groups,
youth organizations, civic clubs, educational institutions, governmental entities, Chambers of Commerce, associations, corporations
and individuals working together to spread the conservation message. Project will be determined by the individual groups and
coordinated by the Hillsborough Soil and Water Conservation District. Each project will enhance the overall conservation effort.
For more information please contact: Betty Jo Tompkins,
Executive Director for the Hillsborough Soil and Water Conservation District at 813-752-1474 x 3 or 813-477-8332.

TBAEP Women in STEM Group
Due to the overwhelming response from our inaugural
“Women in Stem” Workshop from last August, TBAEP created
a Women in STEM facebook page, where supporters of
Women in STEM can share ideas, information, and inspire
one another. In addition, the group has planned several fun
events! In January, the group participated in “Knit Night”,
watched the movie, “Hidden Figures” (great movie, by the
way!), participated in the Microplastics in Tampa Bay
Workshop at Eckerd College and the Women’s March in St.
Pete. In February, the group got together for kayaking at
Upper Tampa Bay Park. In March, some group members got
together for the Pinellas County Bike and Brew. So far, the
TBAEP Women in STEM Group have done quite a few fun and
interesting events; we look forward to more events to come.

The TBAEP Women in STEM Group is proving to be a great way to
become connected as environmental professionals through events
and communication!
Click here to be added to our email distribution list.

Thank you to our Annual Sponsor
Tampa Bay Association of Environmental
Professionals GOLD Sponsor

Mosaic Florida

Become an Annual Sponsor Today! Annual sponsors help TBAEP offer valuable opportunities to our members all year!
Annual sponsorships enable us to have administrative support, introduce new activities like the Annual Picnic coming up
in April, and allow us to support additional community service and STEM outreach in the community. Click here for
more info:
http://www.tbaep.org/annual-sponsorship

TBAEP’s New Website
Have you seen our new and improved website? The new website is much easier to navigate and you can find all the
information you need (i.e., upcoming events, news, photo contest information, board elections, etc.).
Check out our website at www.tbaep.org

TBAEP Participates in STEM Night
th

On January 24 , TBAEP members Tina Fritz and Jonathan Welker volunteered at Morgan
Fitzgerald Middle School’s Family STEM Night to help students navigate their environmental
career options. In addition to hands-on STEM activities, there were live animal encounters
and food science presentations. There was a great turn out of students and it was a
wonderful opportunity for us to be a part of. If you would like to help TBAEP in our efforts
reach STEM students, please email us at tbaep@faep-fl.org.

to

TBAEP Participates in the 2017 Great American Cleanup
On March 25th, TBAEP teamed up with Keep Pinellas Beautiful by participating in the Great American Cleanup. TBAEP would like to
thank our members Nick Fineo and DeAnna Brooks for volunteering their time at the Cross Bayou and Joe’s Creek Great American
Cleanup. Each of them got a TBAEP cap to wear and show their dedication as environmental professionals in Tampa Bay. We will
have more hands-on opportunities like this coming up soon.

Support Our Student Chapters – Call for Volunteers
Approximately twenty percent of the TBAEP members are students. The student chapter effort provides an opportunity for
practicing professionals to invest in our future. We sponsor presentations featuring a day in the life of an environmental
professional so that students can get a better understanding of what is in store for them in their environmental careers. TBAEP
members are invited to attend one or more of the following events in 2017 hosted by our student TBAEP chapter. We also
encourage our members to present at student chapter event as well! Contact us at tbaep@faep-fl.org if you are interested.
The event listed below typically begins at 6:30 p.m., with the rooms reserved until 8:30 p.m. Please note that the date of the event
is likely, but may change if needed.
April 13, 2017 - Professional Speaker Series - This event is a chance for the students to learn from an established professional
volunteer - the formats have varied depending on the volunteer's choice with most professionals preferring to explain what they do
for work, how their professional journey has gone, and what sorts of reflections and lessons they would have shared with
themselves as a college student. Other professional volunteers have offered resume and interview tips as part of a mini-hiring
process seminar or spoke about alternate paths into the environmental sector. These events are typically attended by between 15
and 30 students. Food and drinks are provided.

Spring Membership Drive and the Winner is……
Congratulations to Maureen Nichols who was named the winner of TBAEP’s Spring Membership Drive. She was the lucky winner out
of 44 members who joined and renewed their membership. Maureen won a wireless and portable mini projector (valued at
$280.00). We will be having another membership drive later this year.

New and renewed members are the future of our organization and we’re looking forward to helping “project” you into a bright
environmental future. Make the most of your membership by attending our luncheons, networking social events, board meetings,
annual spring picnic, Falliday and our newly formed Women in STEM Group. Our organization thrives on membership involvement.

Remembering Michael W. Palmer
The family and friends of Michael W. Palmer are saddened by his passing on February 22, 2017. Mike was a respected member of
the Florida environmental community for over 30 years. Mike was an active supporter of TBAEP and FAEP.
Mike was liked and respected by all. He lived his values: honesty, integrity, commitment to
doing things right, dedication to his customers, support of his employees and customers. He
was known for his knowledge and understanding of environmental analytical protocols and
viewed difficult chemical analyses and matrices as a welcomed challenge. Coworkers and
customers alike were appreciative of his unselfish willingness to share his knowledge. As a
business owner, Mike was not just respected, but was loved by those who worked for him.
Throughout his career and notably at SunLabs, the staff did not view Mike as just a boss. He
was more than that. They knew he was interested in their work lives and their family lives. If
there was every anyone who would give friends and coworkers the shirt off his back – it was
Mike Palmer.
Mike earned his BS degrees in Chemistry, Biology and Marine Science from the University of
Tampa. His first job after graduation was at the Florida Department of Health’s
environmental laboratory in Jacksonville. Mike was a department manager at PACE
Analytical in Tampa for ten years and was founder, Vice President, and co-owner of SunLabs,
Inc. for fifteen years until its sale to PACE in 2014. He served as manager of PACE’s Tampa
operation until his passing.
Mike is survived by his wife of more than 30 years, the love of his life, Lori. He was the
doting, supporting, encouraging and loving father to his daughter, Kelly, and his son, Danny. He will be missed by them and his
many friends, who are forever part of the Palmer family.

Welcome New and Returning Members!

December 2016
Adelmarie
Edward
Vivienne
Frank
Alex
Sheri
Daphne
Michael
Jennifer
Patricia
Jordan

Bones
Cronyn
Handy
Hearne
Holderness
Huelster
Lambright
Raffoni
Rosinski
Schmaltz
Walker

January 2017
Ashley
Dylan
Brittany
Dani
Michael
Chelsea
Wioletta
Monica
Susan
Robert
Christian
Daniel
Matthew
Brian
Sean
Tia
Lindsey
Lauren
Christopher
Stephen
Gary
Jackie
Daniel
Michael
Bruce

Abdel-Hadi
Ayers
Banko
Clooney
Cook
Coto
Dabrowski
Downer
Durrance
Enright
Holmstrom
MacKay
Miller
Moore
Nordquist
Norman
Painter
Palmisano
Poole
Rosansky
Serviss
Stevens
Umberger
Walker
Williams

February
Don
Lori
Christina
Mary
Shannon
Kenny
Julie
Daniel
Margaret
Fabio
Brandt
Deborah
Wyatt
Terry
Martha
Diego
Thomas
Scott
Teri
David
Sarah
Steve
Brandon
Shawn
Joe
Kimberley
Daniel
Timothy
Maureen
Cole
Sandra

Ahrens
Anderson
Arenas
Barnwell
Blind
Brinson
Burford
Dobson
Dorge
Fortes-Gama
Frenchman
Getzoff
Grant
Griffin
Gruber
Guera
Hamill
Harkness
Hasbrouck
Heinold
Hovey
Hurt
Johnson
Lasseter
Marsh
Marshall
McAllister
Neldner
Nichols
Palmer
Patrick

Stoddard
Richard
Kenneth
Meriam
Kevin
Nick
Robert
Beau
Steve
Randall
Michael
Nikki
Jennifer

Pickrell, Jr.
Powell
Richard
Senoussi
Shelton
Soucy
Stephens
Suthard
Sweeney
Ward
Wightman
Young
Zimmerman

Did you know?
You can donate to TBAEP with every Amazon purchase?
Click the button and Amazon will donate .5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchase to Tampa Bay Association
of Environmental Professionals when you check out!

